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Nov. 9th 1858 conti nued

The newspaper tells me that Un-
cannoonuc was was white with snow
for a short tine on the norning of
the 7th. Thus steadily but unobserved
the winter steals down fromthe
north--till fromour highest hills we
can discern its vanguard. Next week,
perchance, our own hills will be
white. Little did we think how near
the winter was. It is as if a scout had
brought in word that an eneny was
approaching in force only a day’'s march
di stant. Manchester was the spy this
ti me--which has a canp at the base?!
of that hill. W had not thought seri-
ously of winter--we dwelt in fancied se-
curity yet.

Pmto Gant Fields &
Wal den

The scarlet O by Ag. Gound (and no
doubt generally) is falling fast & has
& They have now generally grown dull --
been for some days”--before the | eaves have

lost their color-- Qther oaks may be

sai d have assuned their true Novemnber

aspect--i.e. the large ones are about

Only the [atest black oaks are leafy--& they just withered
bare. "The trees on the hill just N of Alcott’?

| and- -which | saw {yesterday}® so distinctly

Period-like mark at end of line.
2No “s” apparent; the MSis winkled or folded after the apparent apostrophe.
SA winkle or fold in the M5 obscures the mddle of this word.
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from Ponkawt asset - - & t hought were

either larches or aspens--prove to be
[arches. On a hill like this it seems, they
are later to change & brighter now than those
in the Abel Heywood swanp--which are

browni sh yellow. The first named | arches

were quite as distinct anmid the pines seen

a mle off--as near at hand.

OGak sprouts--white & black, at |east,
are a deeper & darker red than the trees.
Here is a white oak sprout e.g--far
brighter red than any tree of the kind
| ever saw- | don't find the black oaks
yet to be quite scarlet or red at all--
yet the very young & sprouts often are--

& are hard to distinguish fromthe Scar. O

Garfield shot a hen hawk just as |
cane up on the on the hill side in front
of his house. He has killed 3 within
2 years--about his house & they have
killed 2 hens for him They will fly off
with a hen. In this case the hen was already
knocked over-- | was surprised to find that
this bird had not a red tail--& guessed
it must be a young one. | brought it
hone & found that it was {so}-- the sane
whi ch W1l son called “Fal co Leverianus”

“Anmerican Buzzard or Wite-breasted Hawk”.
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it differed so much fromthe old. There
little if any rufous brown about this

bird. It had a white breast--& prettily

(with bl ack) % shg %r dark brown% % the 11t h%

barred™ white tail coverts%9%-was generally
dark brown with white spots above
He says that the ethers he has killed
the others also at this season & that
they were marked like this. They were
all young birds then® & hence so bold
as i nexperienced perhaps. They take his
hens from between the house & the barn
Wien the hawk conmes all the hens &
roosters run for the barn.
| see cat-nep turned at top to a crinson
pur pl e
As | stood upon Heywood' s Peak- -
| observed in the very mddle of the Pond
whi ch was snooth--& reflects the sky
{then}®-what at first | took to be a

dar k
sheet of very thin "ice fer—3) yards w de

11

the first ice of the season which had forned by the shore in the norning--

drifting there (~--(though’” I have seen any

on the river or pond as yet)--but i mediately

| considered that it was too early & warmfor this--

Hknewr—be—the-- Then | wondered for

a noment what dark filmcould

be floating out there on {this}® pure &
unruffled | ake. To be sure it was not

a very conspi cuous object & nost would
not have noticed it! But suspecting

what it was, | |ooked through mny

“9%sh% is witten partly on top of the close parenthesis.

SAlterations of the letters appear on top of “then”.

SPossibly “there”.

A thin ink line on a descending angl e goes through “through”,
this line and the next, and the word “yet” on the next

8 Possibly “the”.

i ne.

the space between
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glass & could plainly see the dinples
nmade by a school of little fishes contin-
ually coming to the surface there together
It was exactly anal ogous to the dark

ri ppl ed patches on the sea made by the

river {shadow} { } & as seen from Cape Cod. Wy have

| never observed the like in the river?
In this respect Walden is a snmall ocean--
We had a true Novenber sunset.
after a dark cloudy Pm The sun
reached a clear stratumjust before
setting--beneath the dark cl oud--though
{scard} to enter another on the horizons edge--
& a cold yell ow sunlight suddenly
illumned the withered grass of the
fields around ne & far eastward.
Such a phenonenon--as when it occurs
later | call the after-glow of the year
It is of no use to pl ow deeper than
the soil is--unless you nean to follow up
that node of cultivation persistently--manuring
hi ghly & carting on nuck--at each pl ow ng.
Maki ng a soil in short. Yet many a
man likes to tackle mghtily thenmes < |ike
imortality-- but in his discourse he
turns up nothing but yell ow sand
under which what little fertile &
avai |l abl e surface soil he may have
is quite buried & lost. He should

teach frugality rather--how to post-

The first “0” in “follow appears to have been altered in pencil

Possi bl y a dash.

1The characters in this word are overwitten with ink or crossed out with a wavy

l'ine.
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pone the fatal hour--should plant?2
a crop of beans. He m ght have rai sed enough
of themto nake a deacon of him-though'®
never a preacher. Many a man runs
his plow so deep in heavy or stony soil--
that it sticks fast in the furrow It is a
great art in the winter to inprove fromday to
day just that soil & fertility which he has'
to harvest that crop which his life yields--
what ever it nmay be. Not be straining as if to
reach appl es or oranges when he yields
only ground-nuts. He should be diggi ng not
soaring. Just as earnest as your life is, so
deep is your soil. If strong & deep you will
sow wheat & raise bread of life init.

Now t he young henhawks--full-grown

but inexperienced--still white-breasted & brown-

(not red)

“tailed = swoop down after the farner’s hens
bet ween the barn & the house--often carrying
one off in their clutches--and all the rest
of the pack half fly half run to the barn.
Unwar r ant ably bol d, one ventures
to stoop before the farmer’s eyes. He
clutches in haste his trusty gun--which
hangs ready | oaded on its pegs--
he pursues warily to where the nmarauder
sits tetering on a | ofty®® pine--& when

is sailing scornfully away he neets his fate

20verwitten or reforned letters.
BOverwitten or refornmed letters
148l ight mark that mght be an abbreviated dash.

5pencilled alterations by T. change “frosty” (originally in ink)

into “lofty”.
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& cones fluttering head forward to earth

The exulting farnmer hastes to secure his
trophy--he treats the proud birds body

with indignity-- He carries it hone to show
to his wife & children--for the hen’'s have his
wife's special care-- He thinks it one of his

best shots--full 13 rods-- Hi s gun is “an
all-fired good piece”--nothing but robin-

shot. The body of the victimis delivered

up to the children & the dog & |ike the

body of Hector is dragged as many

times round Troy.

But alas for the youthful hawk. The
proud bird of prey--the tenant of the
skies--we shall no nore see his {wake}®-1ike
outline against a cloud--or hear
hi s scream from behi nd one--he saw but
a pheasant in the field--the food
whi ch nature has provided for him-

& stooped to seize it-- This was his offence--
He the native of these skies--nust nmake
from anot her | and
way for {these}'” bog-trotters”--which never soar.
The eye that was conversant with sublimty
--that | ooked down on earth from under
its sharp projecting brow-is closed--the
head t hat was never nmade dizzy by any
hei ght is brought |ow-the feet

that were not nade to wal k on earth

now |lie useless along it.

1%Possi bl y “wave”.
"Possi bly “those”.
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for grapnels
Wth {those}®® trailing claws ~it dragged the

| oner sky. Those wi ngs which swept the
sky--must now dust the chi mey corner per-
chance. So weaponed--with strong beak &
talons--& wings like a war-steaner, to carry
them about. In vain were the brown-spotted
eggs laid--in vain were you cradled in the
| ofti est pine of the swanp. \Were are your
father & nother? WII they hear of your early
deat h? before ye had acquired your ful
pl umage. They who nursed & defended
ye so faithfully?
Nov. 10th

A pl easant day--esp. the fore noon. Therm
46+2 at M sone would call it Ind. summrer--
but it does not deserved to be called sunmer--
grows cool in pm when | go

to Baker Farm Aspen--

via diffs. Sone very handsone S. nenoralis

in bloomon F. H Hill (Look for these late

flowers--Nov. flowers on hills--, where past)
I think I may say that about the 5th

the white, swanp white, & perhaps black & per-

haps red oaks (the last may be late) were

in their Novenmber condition i.e for the nost

part fallen. The few [arge bl ack oak

tops still covered with | eaves above the forest?

8possi bly “these”.
The “2" is in superscript in the MS.

/1

11

11

20A strip approximately one inch wide has been cut fromthe bottom edge of the MS

page.



j ust
(i.e.™ithered) are brownish yell ow -

N

3 The brilliancy of the scarlet O being generally
4 dul l ed--the season of brilliant |eaves may

5 be consi dered over--say about the 10th & now

6 /1 a new season begi ns--the pure Novemnber

7 season of the russet earth--& w thered

8 | eaf & bare twi gs--& hoary w thered gol den

9 rods &c

10 FromF. H Hill using ny glass, | think

11 that | can see sone of the snow of the

12 7th still left on the brow of Uncannonuc.

13 It is alight Iine lying close along under

14 whi ch covers the sunmmt

15 the edge of a wood “which has protected it.

16 I can understand how nmuch nearer they

17 must feel to winter who live in plain

18 sight of that, than we do. | think that

19 | could not have detected the edge of the

20 forest if it had not been for the snow.

21 In the path below the diff2! | see sone

22 blue stermmed G rod turned yell ow as wel |

23 as purple. The jersey tea is fallen all but

24 //the term nal | eaves-- These however are the greenest
25 & ap. |east changed of any indigenous plant--unless
26 it be sweet fern. Wthered | eaves generally,

27 t hough they remain on the trees, are generally droop-
28 ing. As | go through the hazel bushes

29 toward the sun--1 notice the silvery |ight??

2"C* written over “"c
2A strip approximately one inch wide has been cut fromthe bottom edge of the MS
page.
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The very arnor that nature puts on remi nds you of the foe she woul d?

reflected fromthe fine down on their tender
resi st

twigs--this years growh. This ap. protects
them agai nst the winter-- This a Novenber
phenonenon-- The silvery light reflects from

a nyriad of downy surfaces--

A true Novenber seat is amd the pretty white

pl umed Andropogon Scopari us--the withered
culns of the purple wood grass which covers
so many dry knolls. There is a |large patch
at the entrance to Pl easant Meadow. It springs
from pi nk-brown {clunps}? of radical |eaves--

%rake%
whi ch %'%good seats. Looking toward the sun--
as | sit in the mdst of it--rising as high
as ny head--its countless silvery plunes
are a very cheerful sight. At a distance
they |l ook |ike? frost on the plant.
| ook out westward across F. H Pond.

The warmer colors are now rare
a cool & silvery light is the prevailing one--
dark blue on slate colored clouds in the
west --& the sun going down in there-- Al --
the light of Novenber--may be called an
after-gl ow.

% 5 {hs}?® forward%

Horn beam bare (how | ong?) perhaps with the

ostrya & just after elns?

There are still a few |l eaves on the large A tremnu-

l[iform s--but they will be all gone in a day or 2-- They

have turned quite yell ow
Hearing in the oak wood near by a sound as
if sonme one had broken a twi g--1 |ooked up

& saw a jay--pecking at an acorn-- There were

2This line has been interlined in a smaller script.

22An “1” dot appears above the mddle of this word.
2The “k” appears to be witten over an “f”.
2Possi bly “ps”.
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on a Scar. O
several jays busily gathering acorns®. |

coul d hear them break them off. They then
flewto a suitable linmb & placing the acorn
under one foot, hamered away at it busily--
| ooking round fromtime to time to see if any foe
was approachi ng--& soon reached the neat--&
ni bbled at it, holding up their heads to
swal low--while they held it very firmly with their
claws. (Their hammering made a sound |ike
t he woodpeckers--) nevertheless it sonetines
dropped to the ground before they had done with
Aphi des on al der
it.
Sap still flows in Scar. O

Ret urned by Spani sh Brook path. Notice

gl aucous

The "white bloomon the thinble berry of late
as they are fewer things to notice.

So nmany objects are white or light--preparing as
for winter.

By the 10th of Cctober we conclude with
the scarlet O-dulled (& the colors of Cctober
generally faded--) with a few gol den spangl es
inthe b white birches--& on a lingering A trenulifor-
ms--and a few sallows--a few green | eaves
on the jersey tea--& a few linger scarlet or yellow

% n a sheltered {flower}%
or crimson ones on the Flowering dogwood%'% - % NB) %
2t he gooseberry--the high blueberry--C sericea % W%
oEngl i sh { }--%

the late rose—the common snooth one?®, & %th% sweetbriar--% %
nmeadow sweet - -sweetfern--& {vil e} nmeadow

%and perhaps a few other shrubs%
%% But they are very rare or uninteresting.
Nov% °To these may be added the introduced
‘55% %and 11t h%

pl ants of Nov. 8th--which are nore |eafy.
99" 96t

2“fomot Green briar COct.>%" appears in the left margin witten vertically.

2A curvilinear line appears before “{W” and possibly positions it above “English”
interlined bel ow

2% one” appears in a smaller script and is witten on an angle dipping slightly

bel ow the |ine of text.

I ndented line after penciling.

81“9" s penciled over and extends below “8" on the |ine above.

10
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O themthe silvery whol e--Eng. cherry--V broom
are of the nost interesting colors. %ave been%
Nov. 11th 58

Goodwi n brings ne this Am-A this
years | oon which he just killed on® the river--

great Northern diver--but a snmaller specinen

than W1 son describes--& sonewhat differently marked--

It is 27 inches long to end of feet--9 44--& bil
3 3/4 to angl e of nouth--above bl ackish gray--
with small white spots (2 at end of each feather)
Beneat h pure white throat & all except
a dusky bar across the vent. Bill chiefly
pal e bl ui sh & dusky. You are struck by its broad
flat sharp edged | egs--nmade to cut through
the water--rather than to walk with--set far back--
& naturally stretched out backward--its |ong
& powerful bill--conspicuous white throat
& breast. Dislodged by winter in the north--
it isslowmy travelling toward a warner clime.
Diving in the cool river this norning--
which is now full of light, the trees & bushesy®®
on the brink having long since |ost their |eaves,
& the neighboring fields are white with
frost. Yet this hardy bird is confortable
& contented there if the sportsman would | et
it alone.

Pmto Island--& {JP}. Brown’s Cold Pond

A col d day--None seek sunny & sheltered pl aces

as in early spring--the S. side the island e.g.

32Possibly “in”.
8% y” is struck out and appears somewhat witten over

es’ .

/1
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Certain localities are thus distinguished. And
they retain this peculiarity permanently,
(unless it depends on a wood which may

be cut)--thousands of years hence

this may still be the warmest & sunniest

spot in the spring & fall
2 or 3

| hear here a faint creaking of “crickets

/lor locustae--but it is a steady sound--not

t he comon crickets--1ong--continued-- & when

one pauses generally another continues the strain

so that it seens absolutely continuous. They
are either in the grass or on the bushes--by
t he edge of the water under this sunny wood-
side. | afterward hear a few of the
[/ comon cricket--on the side of C am Shell
Thus they are confined now to the sun
on the north sides of hills & woods. They
are quite silent |long before sunset.
Snow fl eas are skipping on the surface
/1 of the water at the edge & spiders running
about. These becone promn nent now -
cold & nost
The waters | ook™ enpty of fish & “other
habi tants now. Here in the sun in the
shelter of the wood--the snmooth shal | ow
water, with the stubble standing in it
is waiting for ice--indeed ice that forned
[ ast ni ght must have recently nelted
init. The sight of such water now reninds

me of ice as nuch as of water No doubt

i n-
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many fishes have gone into winter quarters
(V. ac. of eels in Tribune for Nov. 9th)
The flowering dogwood though still |eafy

is uninteresting & partly withered--

Cossamer reflecting the light--is another Novem

ber phenonmenon (as well as October) | see here
| ooking toward the sun a very distinct silvery
sheen fromthe cranberry vines--(as froma
t housand ot her Novenber surfaces) though | ooking
down on themthey are dark purple.
twggie

Speaki ng of “mmzes--the very stubble & fine
pasture grasses unshorn--are others reflecting
the light too |ike tw gs--but these are of
a peculiar bleached brownish color--a principa
ingredient in the russet of the earths surface
%/. Nov. 8th% Going by the willow row -above RR--
{%c%re}3 up a small duck--perhaps teal--&
in the withered grass at Nut Meadow Br ook
2 bl ack ducks--which rise black bet me
& the sun--but when they have circled round
to the east show a |ight sone silvery sheen
on the underside of their w ngs. Am sur-

prised to see a little ice in this brook in the

% s | push far up {is brush or} a dense field of withered blue-joint--%

shade--a spot white with frost--a few inches
over-- Saw a small pool in the woods al so ski med
over--& nmany ice crystals heaved up in | ow
ground.-- Scare up a bird which at

first ran in the grass--then flew-a snipe

See only a very few small water bugs in the brook

/11

/1

/1

11

/1

11

%4The first letters at the beginning of this word appeared to be reforned in pencil
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but no | arge ones, nor skaters.

As a general rule the | eaves hold
on |l ongest on our indidenous trees
& shrubs which were the first to | eaf out
e.g. aspen--VWite birch--neadow sweet- -
CGooseberry- - Roses--sal | ows

In the shade of the wood on the hill side
just W of the cold Pond--am surprised
to see the frost about the cistus not in
the least nmelted. This at least is an evi-
dence that cold weather is come. Looking
closely at it--it renminds ne by its form
& position of the decodon bark half cracked
open. It consists of 4 or 5 thin curled

hori zontal |y grai ned

shavi ngs of frost--so +to speak "placed
vertically & based on the stem-are within
anot her {drawi ng} {drawi ng} & curling toward the
sanme side forming a sort of fools
cap of dif. thicknesses--or cockles or sugar-

plunms It seems it is so cool that the

//frost about the {cistus} does not nelt al

day--in the shade. Com ng hone |

have cold fingers & nust row to get warm
In the meadows the pitcher plants are

bright red. This is the month of nuts

and nutty thoughts--this Novenber whose

nane sounds so bl eak and cheerl ess- - per-

//haps its harvest of thought is worth

14
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nore than all the other crops of the year--
Men are nore serious now- | find in

the wood path this side that pond

13 kernels of corn close together--&

5 of them have the germ uncovered--the
thin husk that was over it been torn off. This
m ght have been done accidentally by the
squirrel (?) in separating it fromthe ear--or
in transporting it. And this may be the origin
of some accounts of their eating out the germ
to prevent its sprouting. If they do eat it,
(as it is)
perhaps it is because it is the softest”--&
per haps the nost savory part. These were at
w/ fall of *59%
least 1/3 of a mle froma cornfield.

{ dr awi ng} 3¢

%"The tail coverts of the young hen hawk

®|llegible letters or marks.

%Drawi ng of a feather occupies nost of the bottom half of the page,
continues the text of the entry.

S’Thi s text appears bel ow the drawi ng at the bottom of the page.

bel ow which T
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i-- ethis years bird at present--are white
very handsonely barred or watered with

dark brown in an irregul ar manner

sonewhat as above--the bars on opposite
sides of the midrib--alternating in an agree-
abl e manner-- Such natural objects

have suggested the “watered” figures or
colors in the arts-- Few nortals ever | ook
down on the tail coverts of a young hen-

hawk-- yet these are not only beautiful, but

of a peculiar beauty--being differently marked

& colored (to judge fromW Ison's ac. of the
old) fromthose of the old bird. Thus she
fini shes her works above nmen’s sight.

%/ 9t h%
{dr awi ng} 38

%8Drawi ng of a |leaf occupies the bottomhalf of the page.
faintly witten (apparently in pencil) is “% Nov.

27% .

At the end of the petiole
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The scarlet oak leaf! Wat a
graceful & pleasing outline! a com
bi nat on of graceful curves & angl es--
These deep bays in the | eaf are agreeable
to us as the thought of deep & snpoth
& secure havens to the mariner-- But both
your |ove of repose & your spirit of
adventure is* addressed--for both
bays & headl ands are represented. Sharp-
poi nted rocks, capes--& rounded bays with
snooth strands. To the sailor’s eye it is
a much indented shore--& in his casua
gl ance he thinks that if he doubles its
sharp capes he will find a haven in its
deep rounded bays. If | were a
drawi ng master | would set my pupils to
copyi ng these | eaves--that they m ght
learn to draw firmy & gracefully-- It is
a shore to the arial ocean--on which
the wi ndy surf beats-- How different

fromthe white oak leaf with its rounded

% ong {April} history this nay be said --this is nore unsettl ed%
% was}*® found about %
headl ands--on which no |ight %%ouse need be

% hat is an England--with its%
pl aced. Sone white* oak | eaves retain

a snothered inward crinson fire | ong

after they have fallen very pure & conplete% %

nmore interesting to me than their fresher

gl ow - because nore indestructible--an evening

gl ow -

%The word “are” is witten in pencil over

ui S”.

“°Possi bly “new’ or even “man”--the characters are not clearly forned.

“The “t” is not crossed; possibly “while”,

but that doesn't fit grammatically.
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1 Nov. 12th

2 | hear from Ri cketson to-day that on

3 the 10th the follow ng trees which

4 had not seen lately--were i# |leafy & as

5 | infer, nmore or less unwithered. H s words

6 are “Horse chestnut quite full of yellow

7 %er si an are and Li nden%

8 & green foliage-- English wal nut do%%

9 %1%

10 Beech, Linden, Hawt horn (nearly perfect

11 in green foliage, only a little decayed at the

12 top, but in a sheltered place) silver Linden

13 2% Yx3% % v aug Eng. Existrium & acts.}%

14 Copper Beech, Elm Weping ash, {Euani-}

15 %English {-acts.}% Yx 4%

16 {rmus}“** {Europacus}”

17 ouEngl i sh% %Aner i can%

18 Al so “The Cuel der rose” & “Bignonia radi cans

19 % ?%

20 & acum nata” & “nunerous shrubs in full |eaf”

21 O those not European “Osage orange (mache-

22 {ra}*®), Cornus {Florida} (handsone) Tulip)

23 YAmer i can% /1
24 t hree-thorned Acacia, Mexican cypress.”

25 He sent me speci nens of those nunbered

26 & the 3rd next

27 above which were fresh--esp. the 4th”"--

28 --the 2d | east so--but then what he sends for

29 the Am linden is greener than the European!! /1
30 | find that E. Hoar observed the Eng. elns with | eaves or leafy still Nov. 2d near
31 Sal i sbury.
32 /1 It is much the col dest day--yet--& the

33 ground is a little frozen & resounds under

34 my tread. All people nove the brisker

35 for the cold--yet are braced & a little

36

37 elated by it. They love to say “Cold day Sir.” /1
38 Though the days are shorter you

42Possi bly “nous” is penciled over “mas” or “maus” or letters are reforned in
penci | .
43Possi bl y

sa .
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get* nore work out of a hired nan than before--

for he must work to keep warm

Pmto HII--

The river side is skinned over & presents a

Wi ntry aspect--those grait plaits, or folds,
as it were {drawi ng} where the crystals have
shot--wool grass frozen in--& the thin

white ice where the water has gone down--

Now for a brisk and energetic walk--with

a wll & a purpose--have done with
sauntering in the idle sense-- You nust
rush to the assault of winter. Mke
haste into the outskirts--clinb the
ranparts of the town--be on the alert
& |l et nothing escape your observation.
The arny is all {van}.

The col d al one has brought down a good
white

part of the remaining | eaves of Abel es™* will ows--

| see the the handsome | eaves of the | ast
thickly strewn over the ice & rem nding
of grain even--half upside down--
P. pine | eaves are about all fallen

The very common redness of the recent

{new}

as “mapl es huckl eberries &c

shoots--"now that the twi gs are bare
{run}“®

& on many sides masses of themare
together in a naze--adds to the genera
russet of nature. The Black willow shoots

are very pal e brownish yell ow

We are now reduced to browsing on buds & twi gs--

4“Possi bly “got”.

“Thi s carat appears sonewhat |ike an anpersand on its side.
“®Possi bly “seen”; witten on an descendi ng angl e begi nning above the |ine and

ending on the line.

11

/1
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& nmethinks with this diet & this cold--
we shall look to the stall fed thinkers
like these unkenpt cattle in nmeadows
now- - grazing the withered grass.

Exam ni ng cl osely the base of some frost-
weed--1 find in each case a little
frost firmy attached to the naked woody
stem just under the bark--having burst
the last for about an inch along the stem-
& elevated it-- Perhaps this weed dies down
slow y--since it blossonms a 2nd time--& there
is nore sap {fAea} in the stemnear its base
t han usual - -whi ch escapes in a vapor from
the stem-& being frozen forns this kind
of icicle.

I think that the change to sone hi gher col or
inaleaf is an evidence that it has arrived at

& final
a later & nore perfect™ maturity--answering
to the maturity of fruits--& not to that of green
| eaves--&c &c which nerely serve a purpose.
The word ripe--is thought by some to be derived
fromthe verb to reap--ac to which that is
ripe which is ready to be reaped. The fall of
the leaf is preceded by a ripe old age.
Nov 13

8 1/2 Amto Hill

| notice of late the darker green--(livid(?))

of the arbor vitae & other evergreens--the
effect of cold. So they are never so purely bright
a green as immediately after their fall.

They are not perfectly ever-green.
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| hear go over, not far fromthe house, GCold-
finches, as | think, their new ng note--&
ricochet flight. I think not red falls for

Al so hear a robin’s note.

hear no rattling water--

Last night was quite cold--& the ground
is white with frost-- Thus gradual |y,
but steadily, w nter approaches--
first there is the bl eached grass--then
the frost--then snow-the fields
growing nore & nore hoary. There is frost
not only on all the withered grass & stubble
but it is particularly thick & white &
handsome around the throat of every hole & chink
in the earth’s surface--the congeal ed breath
of the earth as it were,--so that you would
think at first it was the entry to sone
woodchuck’ s--or squirrel s--or mouse’s
retreat-- But it is the great dornant
earth gone into winter quarters here. The
earth letting off steamafter the sunmer’s
work is over.

As | stand on the hill at 9 Am- It | ooks

snmokes go up thickly fromthe vill age--answering

like snow-the sky is over-cast”--and there
to the frost in the chinks

is a remarkable stillness, as if it were

earlier--the effect of the col der weat her

nerely--as it were stiffening things-- Leaves

twi gs, birds (except the chicadee, & its

feebl e note seens to enhance the still ness)

& insects are hushed. The few tinkling

sounds--the chopping--the like--is heard

11

11
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far & distinctly-- It is Iike the calm
before an hurricane or an earthquake--
this still ness which precedes the

Wi nter, setting in.

Larches now | ook dark or brownish yell ow

/1
“’Now on t he advent of much col der
weat her--the last P. tremuliform s has
lost it |eaves-- the sheltered dog wood is {w}ithered
/1

--& even the scarlet oak--may be considered
& the larch | ooks brown & nearly bare
as extinguished® & the few | eaves | eft here
& there on the shrd i ndi genous shrubs naned
on the 9th are being rapidly killed by the sane
cause--& are falling-%
% bi rches dark and whithered} %
“Now for twinkling light--reflected
% } 9%6°
from unseen wi ndows in the horizon in
the early twilight.
One hickory at least (on the hill) has
/1
not lost its |eaves yet--i.e. has a good nmany |eft--
so they are a nonth falling®
| see sone feathers of a blue jay scattered
al ong a wood path--& at length cane
to the body of the bird. What a neat &
delicately ornanented creature--finer than

any work of art in a |ladies boudoir--

with--its soft light purplish-blue crest--

and its dark blue or purplish 2nd darie
(the narrow half) finely barred with dusky--
It is the nmore glorious to live in Concord

because they jay is so splendidly painted.

4| ndent is deeper than usual

“8possi bly struck out letters.

4| ndent is deeper than usual

Il | egi bl e, very light penciled text.

51The preceding three |ines appear to be in a different pen.
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%A | arge flock of geese go over just before night.%
After expecting snow all day, though we did

not know but it would prove rain--we

| ooked out the wi ndow at 9 Pm & saw

the ground for the nost part white with the
first sugaring--which at first we could
hardly tell froma mld nmoonlight--only there
was no noon. Thus it cones stealthily in the
ni ght & changes the whol e aspect of the earth.

O course--frozen ground, ice, & snow

have now bani shed the few remai ning skaters (if there

were any-°2(?) crickets--& water-bugs.

It is wonderful what gradations
& harmony {there}® is in nature-- The |ight
reflected frombare twigs at this season--(
i.e. since they began to be bare, in the latter

not only

part of Cct) is ~like that from the gossamer
but like that which will ere Iong be reflected

fromthe ice that will encrust them

So the bl eached herbage of the fields is |ike

frost--& part |ike snow-& one prepares
for the other. NOV. 1454
It is very cold & wi ndy-- Thernoneter 26+
| walk to Wal den & androneda ponds- -
It is all at once perfect winter. | walk
on frozen ground 2/3 covered with a sugaring
of dry snow-& this strong & cutting NW
wi nd nakes the oak | eaves rustle
drily enough to set your heart on edge--

A great nmany have fallen ever since the

52The dash and the first parenthesis overl ap.
5%Possi bly “then”.

%Thi s date appears to have been added later as it appears on the sane line as the

last |ine of the previous paragraph

11

11
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snow | ast evening. Take a citizen

into an oak sproutland
out “when there is a sugaring of
dry snow-& a cold cutting NN. W wi nd
rustles the | eaves. A synpathetic shiver
will seize him He will know of no

fire to warmhis wits by. He has no

pl easing pursuit to follow thro’ these
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/1

difficulties--no trap to inspect--

no choppi ng to do--
step on the frozen earth is a vain
knocki ng at the door of what was

| ately genial Nature--his bountifu

not her - - now turned step not her - -

Every resoundi ng

FbSS

is left out side to starve-- The rustling

| eaves sound like the fierce breathing
an endl ess pack half fam shed fromthe north--
of wol ves--"inpelled by hunger to seize him

O %® birds only the chicadees seemreally at

Where they are--is a hearth & a bright fire constantly burning

hone--~ The tree sparrows nust be

very lively to keep warm - The rest but

cl ose today.

You will see where a mouse (or nole?)

has run under the thinnest snow-1like this:?%

Such hunbl e paths they prefer--perhaps

to escape noct urnal

f oes.

Now | begin to notice the silver downy

twigs of the sweet fern in the sun (lately

bare)--the red or crinson tw gs & the buds

of the high blueberry-- The different colors

of the water and andromeda in different

A | arge, thick comma-like mark after “He”.
ref ormed characters.

6Qverwritten or
57A col on fol |l ows

...like this”

or

per haps a draw ng.
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lights. If he looks into the water, he gets
no confort there--for that is cold
& enpty--expecting ice.

Now while the frosty air begins to nip
your--fingers & your nose--the frozen
ground rapidly wears away the sol es of
your shoes--as sand-paper m ght.

The old she wolf--is nibbling at your

very extremties. The frozen ground eating
away the soles of your shoes--is only typi-
cal of the vulture that gnaws your heart
this nonth.

Now al | that nobves migrates--or has
m gr at ed- - ducks are gone by-- The

citizen has sought the town.

Probably the witch hazel & nany of the flowers

lingered till the 11th when it was col der--

The last leaves & flowers (?) may be said to

fall about the m ddl e of Novemnber--

Snow & cold drive the doves to your door

& so your thoughts nake new alliances.
NOV 15
%or ferns v. 17th%

Pmto G ackle Swanmp--a very fine
snow falling just enough to whiten the
bare spots a little-- | go to |l ook for
evergreen ferns before they are covered
up-- The end of last nonth & the first

part of this is the tinme-- | do not know

that | find nore than one ki nd now
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in the swanp--& of that the fertile
fronds are nostly decayed. Al lie flat
ready to be buried in snow -
Slight as the snow is--you are now
m nded occasionally in your wal ks that
you have cont enporari es--& perchance
predecessors-- | see the track of a
fox which was returning fromhis visit
to a farmyard last night--& in the
wood path of a man & a dog. The
dog must have been a | arge one--{These}®%®
as—the | see their shadows before ne
I n anot her place where the snowis so sl
& lifted up on the withered grass that
no track is left-- | see by the cakes or
bal s of snow that have dropt from his
shoes that a man has passed-- This
woul d be known for a man & a dogs track
in any part of the world-- 5 toes in a bu
form ng a sort of rosette
--sonewhat di anond shape--“are the prints
of the dog--whether on the sands of Afric
or the snow of N England-- The track of
his naster is sonewhat nore variable
yet reducible within certain limts.
The Lycopodi um dendr oi deum var
/1 obscurum appears to be just in bl oom
(the regular one (not var.) is ap
in the swanp about the Hem ocks”--1Iater
//than the L. conplanatum which is

done there.

%8possi bly “Their” or “Thus”.

re-

ght

ndl e

a

earlier)
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CGossarmer met

hi nks belongs to the latter

part of Oct--& first part of Novenber--also

the frost-weed--& ev. ferns

Buds & twi gs

(l'i ke-gossaner) & the mazes

made by twigs--& the silvery light on this

down--& the silver-haired Andropogon grass--

to the first half

The water an

of Novenber - -

dronmeda | eaves have fallen--& the

persistent turned that red-brown--how | ong?

Pm to Hubbar

Nov. 16t h
% or ferns v. 17th%
ds d ose--

A cold & blustering Pmsky for the

nost part over cas

t.

The Cornus Canadensis is called by Loudon

a “deci duous herbaceous plant”--the pyrol as

“Ever-green herbaceous plants”. The bunch

berry |l eaves are now, little if any w thered
see, next day that in exposed places they are)
but generally droopi ng--the 4 hangi ng together

as is the habit® of the sericea--& ®florida--

the lanbkill &c. The plant dies down

wi th perennia

root each year & a

fresh one shoots up in the spring-- You

can see its pink bud already strongly

formed-- But this

to die--& | suspec

mai n green al

years plant is very sl ow

t many of the | eaves re-

wi nt er under the snow.

er—er+rsoen tinged

They are now generally purplish. Let ne ob-

serve

in what respect the pyrolas are

nore evergreen--

The new bud is forned between the present 2 | eaves
the old |l eaves | ower on the stem or vine being nostly
decayed- -

59Possi
50Smal |

bly plural
curvilinear

“habi ts”.
line precedes the word “florida”

>N. B.

11

11
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There are many |l arge |inbs strewn about
t he woods whi ch were broken off by that
stormy S. E.-wind in peach time. These
are now thickly | eaved--the dead wood
not being able to cast {off}% the w thered | eaves--
--but the | eaves having died thus prematurely are
of a different color fromthat their conpan-
i ons changed to--a peculiar yellow brown
(i.e chestnuts & oaks.) with nore or |ess green
init.
| see a grey squirrel 8 or 10 rods off
i n Hubbards | arge wood--scanper over
the | eaves & run up an oak-- Fromthe
oak it crosses ascending into a tal
white pine top & there lies conceal ed- -
& | can see no nore of him
The earth half covered with this slight
snow-nerely grazed® with--is the nore
like--the bare grey linmbs of oak woods
now - & such woods & the earth nake
the nore uniforminmpression
Met hi nks the wi nter green--pipssewa
i s our handsonest evergreen--so liquid
gl ossy green & di spersed al nost al
over the woods.
The nt Laurel --the Lycopodi um dendr oi deum
- - Conpl anat um - & | uci dul um - & t he

termnal shield fern--are also very interesting

81Qverwritten, refornmed, or possibly struck through?

52Possi bly “grayed”, but one line below, T spells “grey”-

-with an

e

not an

a .
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Preachi ng--? Lecturing? Wo are
ye that ask for these things--Wat
do ye want to hear ye puking infants?
a trunpet sound that would turn you

up to mankind or a nurse’'s lullaby?

The preachers & lecturers deal with nmen

of straw-as they are nmen of straw them

selves. Wiy a free spoken man--of sound | ungs--

cannot draw a |l ong breath w t hout causing
your rotten institutions to come topling
down- - by the vacuum he nakes- -
Your church is a holy-house nade of
& so of the state
bl ocks-- It would be a relief to breathe
ones self occasionally anmong nen--
If there were any magnhanimity in us
--any grandeur of soul --anything but
sects & parties undertaking to patronize
Goed®3- - & keep the mind wthin bounds
how often we ni ght encourage &
provoke one another by a free expression(?)
I will not consent to walk with ny nouth
not till
muzzl ed”- - gt 1% | am rabi d--unti
there is danger that | shall bite the
unoffending--& that ny bite will induce
{ hydr ophopi a}.
Freedom of speech! It hath not entered

into your hearts to conceive what those

words nean. It is not |eave given

5Not e second | etter
64" | " poss. cancel |l ed

o

whi ch has been struck
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me by your sect to say this or that--
--it% is when leave is given to your sect
to withdraw. The Church--the State--

t he school the nmmgazi ne think they

are liberal & free--! It is the freedom
of a prison yard-- | ask only that 1/4
part of ny honest thoughts be spoken
aloud. What is it you tolerate--

your church today--not truth--but a
life-long hypocrisy. Let us have insti-
tutions framed not out of our rottenness
but out of our soundness. This facti-

tious piety is |like stale ginger-bread--

I would |ike to suggest what a pack of fools

& cowards we mankind are. They want

me to agree not to breathe too hard in the

nei ghbor hood of their paper-castles.

If I should draw a |l ong breath in the

nei ghbor hood of these institutions their
weak & flabby sides would pull out--for

ny own inspiration woul d exhaust the

air about them-the church! it is emnently
the timd institution. & the heads & pillars of

it--one constitutionally & by principal the

greatest cowards in the comunity.

The voice that goes up fromthe nmonthly

concerts is not so brave & so cheering as that

which rises fromthe frog-ponds of the

| and. The best “preachers” so called--are

8stray nmark after "it"
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an effem nate class--their honest thoughts

wear petticoats.

If they have any nmanhood

they are sure to forsake the mnistry--though

they were to turn their attention to base ball

Look at your editors of popul ar magazi nes.

I have dealt with 2 or

3 the nost |ibera

of them teek—at—yeur They are afraid to

print a whol e sentence--a sound sentence

a free-spoken sentence. They want to get

30. 000 subscribers & they will do anything

to get them They consult the DDs, & al

the letters of the al phabet before printing

a sentence. | have been w th many

of these cowardly N. E towns--where

this profess christianity--invited to speak

per chance--when they were trenbling in

their shoes at the thought of the thing

Y%r if they knew their weak side not that they were weak%

%n all sides--%

you nmight say-- The devil they have cove-

nanted with is a timd devil. If they would

let their sores alone they m ght hea

& they coul d® to the {war}® again |ike men--

but instead of that they get together in neeting

house cellars--rip off the bandages & poultice

themw th sernons--

One of our

N. E.

towns is seal ed up her-

nmetically like a nolasses hogshead- -

such is it sweet christianity--only a little

of the sweet trickling out of the cracks enough

to daub you. The few nore liberal ninded

s« d” of “could”
5’Possi bly “wars”;

is altered with pencil.

“ W

altered with pencil.
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or indifferent inhabitants are the flies
It is christianity bunged
that {buzz} about it.
see awful eyes | ooking out through a bull’s eye at the ap.® bung-hole
The further you go up Country-- )--1 think the
It is doubtful if they can fellowship with ne.
worse it is--the nore benighted they are.
On the one side you will find a bar-room
whi ch holds the “Scoffers” so called, {on}®®
the other a vestry--where is a nonthly con-
cert of prayer-- There is just as little to
cheer you in one of these conpanies as the
other. It may be often the truth--& righteous-
ness of the bar-roomthat saves the town
There is nothing to redeemthe big city &
noral cowardi ce of N Englanders in ny
eyes.-- You may find a cape which runs
50 miles into the sea--that has not
a man of noral courage upon it.
VWat is called forth is an i mense prejudice.
Li ke the Hi ndoos & Russi anes--&
Sandwi ch Islanders (that were) they are
the creatures of an institution. They
do not think,--they adhere |like oysters to
what their fathers & grandfathers ad-
hered to. How often is it that the shoee
maker by thinking over his last--{can}"
think is valuabl e a thought as he
makes a val uabl e shoe?
| have been with the town & being invited

to speak to the inhabitants--not val uing™

not having red {even}™ -the assenbly’s, cate-

88" ap." inserted

%Possi bly “in”.

Cbscured by over-witing; possibly “even”.

"The last three letters of this word are obscured by over-witing.
Possi bly “ever”.
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chism-& 1| try to stimulate them
by sparking the best of nmy experience. | see the
craven priest looking for™ a hole to escape
at--al armed because it was he that invited
me thither--& an awful silence pervades
t he audi ence-- They think they will never get
me there again-- But the seed has not all
fallen in stoney {& ™ shal |l ow ground. [see bel ow] ”®

The foll owi ng are our shrubby
ever-green plants--(not including Coniferae)

M tchell a repens

Li nnaea

Andronmeda polifolia

Cassandra cal ycul ata

May- f | ower

Chequer berry

M. Laurel

Lanbki I |

Kal m a gl auca

Labrador tea

Conmon cranberry

Eur opean
%=eni sta is not Evergreen V Mar 6 ‘58%
to which | will add the herbaceous

NB R hi spidus | eaves | ast through the w nter

turni ng reddish %/ 25t h%
%ol d Thr ead%’

It is no conplinment to be invited
to lecture before the rich Institutes & Lyceuns
the settled lecturers are as tame as the

settled mnisters. The audi ences do

Possibly “froni.
“Qverwritten; possibly
Brackets by H D. T.

“ ”

or

®The initial “C’ in this word appears to have been witten over an initial
A curvilinear line curves upward fromthe end of “Thread%

in the |ine above.

-- Chi maphil a’™ unbel | ata

&

“

to the end of

macul at a

“ PH .
“reddi sh”
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not want to hear any prophets-- they
do not wish to be stinulated & instructed
but entertai ned-- They their w ves &
daughters go to the Lyceumto nmake a
sugar-plum The little of medicine they get
is disguised with sugar-- It is never the
refornmer they hear there but a faint
& timd echo of himonly-- They seek a
pass-tinme nerely-- Their greatest
guns & rolls of thunder--are only wooden
guns & great grandsons of thunder--
who give them snmooth words well pronounced
--from MSS wel | punctuated-- They
who have stolen the little fire they have
from prophets whom t he audi ence woul d
guake to hear. They ask for orators
that will entertain them-& | eave them
where they found them The nobst successfu
| ecturi ng en—what on Washi ngton, or what
not--is an aweful {scartching}” of backs
to the tune it may be of 50.000 doll ars.
Sl uggards that want to have a | ull aby
sung to them Such manni kins as
| have described--are they al as who have
made the greatest stir (and what a
shallow stir) in the church--&
Lyceum - & in Congress.

They want a nmedicine that will not in-

terfere with their daily neals.

®Possi bly “scratching”; however, the “a” and the “r”

appear transposed in the M
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There is the Lowell Institute--with its
restriction, requiring a certain faith in
the I ecturers-- How can any free thinking man
accept its terns? It is as if you were to
resol ve that you would not eat oysters
that were not of a particular faith-- That
; for instance, did not believe the 39 articles
for the faith that is in an oyster--is just
as valuable as the faith referred to in
M. Lowell’s will. These popular |ecturers
and preachers & magazi nes--are for

wonmen & children in the bad sense--

nanes of
The curators have on their |lists--the “nen

who came before the Philomathean Institute
in the next large town--& did no harm
left things in status’ quo--so that al
slept the better for it--only confirmed
t he audi ence in their previous {hardness}?®--
spoke a good word for God--gave
the clergy, that heavy set--a lift--
told the H+tt++e youngsters to be good boys
A man, may have a good deal to say
who has not any desk to thunmp on--who
does not thunder in bad air--
They want all of a man but his truth
& i ndependence- - & nmanhood.
One who spoke to their condition would
of course make them wi nce--& they woul d

retaliate--i.e kick himout--or stop their ears.

t he

™The nmiddle letters of this word appears to be reforned or overwitten.

8Possi bly witten over “badness” or the initial “h”

may be formed over “b”.
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The col d weat her which began on the
12th with the snow of the 13th & since--suddenly
/1killed the few remaining living | eaves--(w thout

any exceptions to speak--of). Mst foreign plants
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at once drop their |eaves--though pretty thic
before-- --but there are many still on the

privet. The sweet-fern in sone places has
ot her

still many green | eaves--nore than any” indi genous

for
shrub or tree--though ~ the greater part
(the sweet ferns)
of them” are bare or withered.

Nov | 7t h

The ground has remined frozen since the norning

of the 12th--

Pm up Assabet - -

The pol ypody on the rock is much shrivelled

by the late cold--the edges are curled up

& it is not nearly so fair as it was 10 days
/lago.-- | see a small botrychiumin

t he swanpy wood Wof River ap. Enerson’s

field--quite fresh +ess not at all injured.

The nmusquash are nore active since

the cold weather-- | see nore of them

about the river now-swi mm ng back & forth

across the river & diving in the m ddl e where

| lose them The dives off the round backed

bl ack nmobssy stones--which when wet &

slightly exposed | ook nuch |ike thensel ves--

swi mm ng show commonly t+he—bedy 3 parts

k

In
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with water between. One sitting in the sun

as if for warnmh--on the opposite shore to ne

They avail them selves of the
edge of the ice now found al ong

| ooks quite reddi sh brown.
the shore of the river--to feed on--

Much Lycopodi um Conpl anat um di d not

shed pollen on the 3d--& the L. dendroi deum
%\B (Nov. 2- 53%
var obscurum sheds it only within a very few days%%
(was up inits prine yesterday). So it would seem
that these Lycopodium at | east which
have their habitat on the forest floor
& but lately attracted ny attention there
(since the withered | eaves fall around them
& reveal ed them by the contrast of their color--
& they emerged fromobscurity.) It would
seemthat they at the sane tine as trained
to their prinme--the flowering season. It
%/ 30th {proxint%

was coincident with this prom nence.

Leavi ng ny boat | wal k through the
| ow wood west of Dove Rock--toward the Scar--
Cak. The very sunlight on the pale brown
bl eached fields is an interesting object these
cold days--1 naturally look toward as to
a wood-pyre Not only different objects
are presented to our attention at different
seasons of the year, but we are in a
frame of body & of mind to appreciate
different objects at different seasons.
| see one thing when it is cold--& another

when it is warm

Looki ng toward the sun now when an
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1 hour hi gh--there being many small al der

2 & birches between me & it for half a dozen
3 rods--the light reflects fromtheir tw gs

4 has the appearance of an {i mense}? cobweb
5 of—whie with cl osely concentric |ines--of

6 which | see about 1/4 {drawi ng} or better

7 (drawi ng} on ac. of the up ward curve of

8 the twi gs on each

9 side--& the light not being reflected

10 to nme at all fromone side of the trees

11 directly in front of me. The light is

12 t hus very pleasingly diffused

13 We are interested at this season by the
14 mani fold ways in which the light is re-

15 flected to us. Ascendi ng white knol

16 covered with sweet fern, shortly after, the
17 sun appearing but a point above the sweet
18 fern--its light was reflected froma

19 dense
20 A mass of the bare downy twigs of this

21 plant is a surprising-- +—was warnmer

22 whi ch could not be believed if described.
23 It was quite like the sun light reflects
24 fromgrass & weeds covered wi th hoar

25 frost. Yet in an ordinary light {there}?®
26 dark or dusky

27 is but btack | ooking twigs with scarcely
28 a noticeabl e downiness-- Yet as | saw it
29 there was a perfect halo of light resting
30 on the knoll as | noved to right or left.
31 A nyriad of surfaces are now prepared

81Possi bly “inverse”.
82Possi bly “thus” or “ther” (missing final “e”).
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to reflect the light. This is one of

hundred silvery |ights of Novenber.
The setting sun too is reflect

nore brightly than at any ot her seas

“Novenber Lights” would be a thenme for
| am surprised to see a stake-

t he

ed from w ndows

on.
ne
driver

fly up fromthe weeds within a stones throw

of my boat’'s place. It drops its exc

from30 feet in the air--& this fal

rement

i ng, one

part being heavi er® than another--takes the

{draw ng}
formof a snake {draw ng} & suggests

that this may be the origin of some
the stories of this bird swall ow ng
or eel which passed through it.
{draw ng}
{draw ng}
Nature is noderate & | ov
degrees. Wnter is not all white--&
sone trees are evergreen to cheer us

the forest floor our eyes do not fa

sere brown | eaves al one--but sone ev

of

a snake

es
sere--
--and on
| on

er-

green shrubs are placed there® to relieve

the eye--nut laurel--lanbkill--chequ
& a few ever green ferns scatt
berry--wi nter green & &c &c”--keep

t he senbl ance of sumer still.

As for the ever green ferns |
t hough

er

ered about
up
shrivel |l ed

see {how}® Common pol ypody --(%by cold where exposed

Aspl eni um Tri chomanes

“ Ebeneum

Aspi di um Spi nul osun? | arge frond snall fruited in Swanp SE

on 16th Brister’s Spring

8The “v” in “heavier” appears to have had a tail that has been struck out.

8An i-dot mark appears over this wor
8Possi bly “now’.
8Open parent hesis includes the text

d.

interlined above.

/1
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Aspidiumcristatum(?) G ackle swanp on the 15-
with oftenet what | take to be the
narrow and nore open sterile pond
A. nmargi nal e (common

“ Achrostichoides (Terninal shield
The first one & the last 2
are particularly handsonme--the | ast especially
it has so thick a frond.
Nov. 18 ' 58

Pm to Conant um

Notice the short bright yellow willow tw gs
on Hubbard’s Causeway. They are (bright)
or prom nent now -1st because they are

& the rarity of bright colors at

bare--2nd because hi gh col ored al ways--*
3d because of the clear air & Novenber
light-- For the sane reason | notice
now adays the red twi gs of the silky
cornel by the river. The black w |l ow
twigs are tawny--in the main--al nost cin-
nanon- -

The fruitless enterprise of sone persons who
rush helter skelter, carrying out
their crazy scheme--nerely “putting it
through” as they phrase it--rem nds
me of those thistle downs which not
bei ng det ai ned nor® & steadi ed by any seed at the
base are blown away at the first
i mpul se--& go rolling over all obsta-

cles. They may indeed go fastest &

farthest--but where they rest at |ast

87“nor” written over cancelled “&

pr esent
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not even a thistle springs.
I neet these {aim ess}® barren thistle downs driving

over the fields. They remind me of busy merchants

& brokers

or change--doi ng business on credit--ganbling
with fancy stocks--that have failed over
& over again--assisted to get agoi ng again
to no purpose--a great ado about nothing
--all in ny eye--with nothing to deposit
not of the slightest use to the great thistle
tribe--not ever tenpting a jack ass-- Wen
you right or extricate one of these fell ows
& set himbefore the wind again-- it is
worth the {while}® to | ook & see if he
has any seed of success under him
Such & one you know af ar - -
he floats nerely slow & steady--& of
his enterprise expect results.

Am surprised to see F. H Pond conpletely
frozen over--during the |ast 4 days--
It will prob. open again-- Thus while al
t he channel el sewhere is open--& a nere
edging of ice anmid the weeds is seen-- This
great expansion is conmpletely bridged over--
thus early--

Sone nmockernuts--& | think sonme |ichens
on Conantum are not yet bare. Their

%9 V}. later%
wi thered | eaves hold on al nmost |ike the oaks
%anot her year %

nowis the tine to gather the nocker nuts--

I go along under the E side of

Lee’s diff--looking at the ever-green ferns

88pPossi bly “usel ess” or “carel ess”.
8A “t” cross appears through the “I” in while.

%NB%

11

11

11
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/1

/1

The Xx marginal fern is the conmonest.

How pretty the small est aspl eni um sone-

times in a recess under a shading rock--

as it were pinned on rosette-w se {draw ng}

{drawing} as if it were the head of a breast
| ook S fromthe diff-- The

west ering sun just out of sight behind

the hill. Its rays fromthose bare tw gs

across the pond are bread & cheese to ne.

So many oak | eaves have fallen that the

white birch stenms are nore distinct amd

t he young oaks-- | see to the bone. See {those}*®
bare birches prepared to stand the wi nter through

on the hill sides-- They never owing what is this

dull town to me? The maples skirting
t he meadows--(in dense phal anxes) | ook
light light infantry advanced for a
swanp fight. Ah Dear Novenber ye
nmust be sacred to the Nine surely.
The only willow catkins al ready peep out
1/4 of an inch.

Early crow foot is reddened at Lee’'s

Nov 19th 58

Pm nockernutting--to Conantum
The lanbkill & water androneda--are
turned quite dark red where nuch exposed- -
In shelter are green yet.

Those | ong nockernuts appear not to

have got well ripe this year. They do

Possi bly “these” or “there”.

pi n.
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not shed their husks--& the neat is nostly
skinny & soft & flabby-- Perhaps the season
has been too cold. | shook the trees.
It is just the time to get them How
hard they rattle down |ike stones. There
is a harnony between {this}® stony fruit &
t hese hard tough Iinbs which bear it--
I was surprised to see how much the hickory
tops had been bent & split ap. by ice--
tough as they are. They seemto have suffered
nore than evergreens do-- The husks of one
tree scarcely gaped® open at all--& could not
be renpved. | did not think at first why
t hese nuts had not been gat hered- - but
| suspect it may be because Puffer--
who prob. used to get them has committed
sui ci de.
Nov. 20th 58

Pmto Mnisterial swanp--

| have seen nore gray squirrels of |late
(as well as musquash)--1 think not merely
because the trees are bare--but because
they are stirring about nore--nutting &c--

Martial Mles tells me of a snapping
turtle caught in the river at N Waltham
about Cct 1st he thinks--which {wei ged}
55 I bs-- He saw it. There were 2 fighting.

He says that a marsh hawk had his

nest in his meadow several years--

“this” is overwitten and nearly illegible.
20Qverwritten or struck through

11
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and t hough--he shot the femal e
3tines--the nale with but little delay
returned with a new nate-- He often

wat ched these birds--& saw that the
female could tell when the male was
{comi ng}® al ong way off. He thought

that he fed her & the young al t oget her®(?)
She woul d utter a scream when she
perceived him-& rising into the air--
(before or after the screan?) she turned
over with her tal ons uppernost while he
passed sone 3 rods above & caught

wi thout fail the prey which he |et
drop-- & then carried it to her young.
He had seen her do this many tines &

al ways wi thout failing.

The Conmmon m | kweed (A. cornuti) & some

//thistle still for counting

I go across the great Tony \Weel er pasture.

It is a cool but pleasant Novenber after-

noon-- The glory of Novenmber is inits sil-

very sparkling lights--1 think it is peculiar

among the nonths--for the amount sparkling
white light reflects froma nyriad of sur-
faces. The air is so clear® & there are
so many bare-polished, bleached or hoary
surfaces to reflect the light. Few things
are nore exhilirating--if it is only

noderately cold, then to wal k over

Possi bly “coursing”.

%The second “t” has not been crossed and appears as if

%®Possi bly “cl ean”.

it were an “I".
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bare pastures & see the abundant

sheeny light--like a universal halo
--reflected fromthe russet & bleached earth.
The earth shines perhaps nore than in
spring--for the reflecting surfaces are | ess
{di med}® now- It is not a red but a white

%s Mnisterial%
light. In the woods & about swanps% %

al so there are several kinds of tw gs--
this years shoots of shrubs--which have a
slight down--hairines--hardly perceptible
in ordinary light though held in the hand--
but which seen toward the sun reflect
a sheening slivery light--such are not
only the sweet-fern--but the hazel in a
al der twigs
| ess degree”™--& even the short huckl eberry twi gs
us} | espedeza stens.
t is as if they were covered with a nyriad fine
spi cul ae--which reflect a dazzling white light.
--exceedingly warmng to the spirits & imagi nati on.
This gives a character of snug warmh & cheerful ness
to the swanp--as if it were a place where
the sun consorted with rabbits & partridges.
such
Each individual hair on every “shoot above
the swanmp is bathed in gl ow ng sunlight
& is directly conversant with the Day God¥.
The ci nnanobn brown of withered fern weed,
col ors
(how | ong?) marks whole fields. It may
be put with the now pal er brown of hard-
now

hack heads--& the ~darker etaramer brown

of the Dicksonia fern by walls

%pPossi bly “ski nmed”.

11

“D’ in “Day” and “G in “God” mght appear to be |ower case and overwitten or

vi ce versa
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| notice this pmthat the pasture
white oaks have commonly a few | eaves
left on the lower |inbs stgext the trunk

Wnter rye is another conspicuous
green anmid the withered grass fields--

The rubuses are particularly hardy--
to retain their |leaves-- Not® only |ow bl ackberry
& high blackberry leaves linger still fresh, but
the R hispidus |eaves last all winter like an
evergreen--.

The great round | eaved pyrol a--dwarf
cornel --checker berry & lanbkill--have
| ake or at present
a “purplish tinge on the under side”--& the
last 2 are red or purplish above. It
is singular that a blush shoul d suffuse
t he under side of the thick | eaved pyrola
while it is still quite green above.

When wal nut husks have fairly opened
showi ng the white shells within--(the trees
being either quite bare--or with a few wi thered
| eaves at present) a slight jar with the
foot on the linbs causes themto settle down
in a perfect shower--& on bare grass ground
--pasture ground--it is very easy picking
t hem up.

As | returned over Conantum summ t
yesterday just before sunset--& was

admring the various rich browns of the

shrub oak plain across the river, & which

%" N' ap. written over "n
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seened to me nore whol esone & remarkabl e
as nore permanent--than the--late
brilliant colors--1 was surprised to see a
broad halo travelling with nme--and al ways
opposite the sun to ne--at least 1/4 of a nmle
off & some 3 rods wide on the shrub oaks.

The rare whol esonme & permanent beauty
of withered oak | eaves of various hues
of brown nottling a hill side--especially,
seen when the sun is | ow -Quaker colors
--sober ornanents--beauty--that quite
satisfies the eye. The richness & variety are the
same as before, the colors different%-%ore

i nconpatible & | asting. W 4 {as}® Grard%

Sprague of Cohasset states to the Nat. Hist.

Soci. Sep. 1st 58 that the |ight under the
tail of the conmon gl owworm “remai ned
for 15 mnutes after death--" p 396

VWho are bad nei ghbors--? They who
suffer their neighbors cattle to go at |arge
because they don't want their ill will--
are afraid to anger them They are abettors
of the ill doers.

VWho are the religious? They who do not
di ffer nuch from manki nd general |l y--except
that they are nore conservative & timd--
and usel ess--but who in their conversation
& correspondence--tal k about ki ndness

of heavenly Father. Instead of going bravely

®Possi bly “hs” or “ds”.
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about their business--trusting God {even}%--
They do |ike himwho says Good sir
to the one he fears--or whistles to the--
dog that is rushing at him And be-
cause they take his nane in vain so often
they presune that they are better than you
Oh their religion is a rotten squash.
Nov. 21th 58
Pmto {Hollowell} Place--

See small water bugs in nut neadow

/1 brook in one place-- Prob they were not to be

found in the late cold weather 12th 13th &c--

See fromCdam Shell ap. 2 little dippers--
one up streamthe other down--sw nming & diving
in the perfectly snooth river--this still over
cast day.

Prob. the bulk of the Scar. Oak |eaves are
fallen-- 1 find very handsone ones strewn over
the floor of Potter’s nmaple swanmp-- They
are brown above but still purple beneath.

These are so deeply cut &the --& the nmiddle
& | obes of the | eaf so narrow-that they

| ook Iike the remant of leafy stuff out

of which | eaves have been cut--or |ike

scrap tin. The | obes are remarkably sharp
pointed & armed with long bristles. Yes

they lie one above another |ike nasses of

scrap tin.

10pgssi bly “ever”.
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Nov. 22nd

In surveying M. Bigelow s Wodl ot today--

| found at the N. E asterl

y angle what in the deed

fromthe Thayers in '38 was called “an old stunp

by the wall”. It is stil

quite plain & may | ast

20 years longer-- It is oak

This is quite a pleasant day--but hardly

amounting to 2nd. sunmer--

| see swarns

of large nosquitoe-like insects dancing in

the garden. They may be a
sl ender

| arge ki nd of

{l'i paridae}. Had™ ringed abdormens & no pl umnes.

The river is quite

ow - about as | ow as

it has been--for it has not been very | ow befoer--

About the 1st of Novenber a wild

%300 | bs%

pig fromthe west--said to wei gh several'®

hundr ed- - j unped out of a car at the depot

& made for the woods-- The owner had

to give up the chase at once not to | ose his

passage--whil e sone RR enpl oyees {hunted}

the pig--even in the woods 1 1/2 niles

of f--but then the pig turned & pursued

themso resolutely that they ran for their

lives & one clinbed a tree. The next day

bei ng Sunday they turned out in force

with a gun & a |l arge masti

still the pig had the best

ff--but

of it--fairly frightened

the men by his fierce charges--& the dog
% s injured by the pig%
was so wearied that %% he nmen were obliged

to carry himin their arms-- The pig stood it

0 geveral” is struck out
102pgssi bly “tracked”.

in pencil

11

11
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1 %0 between the gun man’'s legs threw himover & hurt his shoul der (through pierced)%
2 % nogos %rany pl aces by a pitchfork%
3 better than the dog. %%\t the |ast accounts--

4 he had been driven or baited into a barn & in

5 Li ncol n--he but no one durst enter--& they

6 were preparing to shoot him Such pork m ght

7 %aught himat last in a snare--& so conveyed%
8 be call ed veni son %% imto Brighton%

9 Nov. 23 a N Easterly storm -

10 //with occasional sugarings of snow -

11 Nov 24t h

12 Pmto Ciffs & Wal den

13 There is a slight sugaring of snow on the

14 ground. On grass ground there is nuch

15 the less & that is barely perceptible--while

16 pl owed ground is quite white & I can

17 t hus distinguish such fields even to the

18 hori zon. It is dark drizzling stil

19 fromtime to time sprinkling or snowing a little.

20 | see nmore snow in the N & NWhorizon

21 I can not only distinguish plowed fields--

22 regul ar
23 N white squares in the mdst of russet--

24 but even cart paths--& foot or cow

25 paths a quarter of a mle |ong--

26 as | look across to Conantum

27 It is pleasant to see this revealed as a
28 feature even in the distant |andscape,

29 a cow path leading fromfar inland

30 down to the river.

31 The young oaks on the plain under the

32 [1Ciffs are of a nmore uniform col or

103404 n9%% appears at the end of the interlined text above; positioned here due to
| ack of space.
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than a fortni ght ago--a reddi sh brown.

F. H Pond is closed still.
It is alichen day--with a little noist
snow falling. The great green |ungwort
i chen shows now on the oaks--strange
that there shoul d be none on the pines close
by--& the fresh bright chestnut fruit of
ot her kinds--glistening with noisture--brings
life & inmortality to light.

That side of the trunk on which the lichens
are thickest is the side on which the snow
| odges in long ridges.

VWen | | ooked out this nmorning the
| andscape presented a very pretty wintry sight
--little snow as there was. Being very noi st
it had | odged on every tw g--& every one
had its counterpart in a light dowy white
one 2ce or 3ce its own depth resting on it.

| hear a screech ow --in Weeler's Wod
by the RR--& | heard one a few eveni ngs ago
at hone.

Saw a Yscarl et % oak--sone 16 inch in
di ameter at 3 feet from ground--bl own down
evidently in that storm SE wi nd some nont hs
ago. It stood on the Southerly edge of
Wheel ers wood & had fallen NNW-breaking
off a white oak (9 inch in diam) & a snal
white pine inits fall-- It was a perfectly sound

oak. | was surprised to see how little

11

11
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root it had-- Very few roots reached deeper
than 2 feet--the thickness of the crust
of earth turned up by its fall--& those
that did--were not bigger than ones finger

& there was not _a root bigger than your

finger at 4 feet fromthe center on any

of the nore than sem circle exposed
side-- “No wonder it was uprooted.

Here i s an author who
contrasts love for “The beauties of the person”
with that for “excellences of the mnd'--as if
these were the alternatives--1 mnmust say that
it is for neither of these that | should
feel the strongest affection. | |ove that
onel® with whom | synpat hi se--be she
“beautiful” or other w se--of excellent
m nd or not.

Nov. 25th

Pmto Mnisterial Swanp--

| go through the Dennis Swanmp by RR--

/1 See a few high blueberry buds--Wich

have fairly started--expanded into { }!% small 1%
%/ oct 13-59%

red |l eaves ap within a few weeks--

The Rubus hi spidus--is now very compn &
am d
conspi cuous +A" the withered grass & | eaves
of the swanp--with its green or reddened | eaves
al so the gol d-thread. The prinos
berries on their light brown tw gs are

qui te abundant & handsone.

VWil e nost keep close to their parlor

104p tail below the “0” in “one” has been struck out along with sone of the

105A struck-out letter mght appear here.

106A tail below the “s” in “small” has been struck out.

0”.
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fires this cold & blustering Thanksgi vi ng
afternoon--and think with conpassion

of those who are abroad, | find the

sunny south side of the swanp as warm

as their parlors--& warmer to ny spirit.

Aye, there is a serenity and warnth here,

whi ch the parlor does not suggest--enhanced

by the sound of the wind roaring on the N. W

or so
side of the swanp a dozen”™ rods off.

What a whol esonme & inspiring warnth is

this! | see aspen (trenuliforms) |eaves

whi ch have long since fallen turned bl ack--

whi ch al so show, the relation of this tree

to the willow-& many species of which also turn

bl ack.

Pass Tarbel |’ s--behi nd--The farner now

ot the down hill of life--at length gets
his new barn & barn-cellar built--far
away in sonme unfrequented vale. This

for 2 score years he has struggled for--
This is his poemdone at last--to get

the neans to dig that cavity & rear those
timbers aloft. How nmany mllions have
done just like him-or failed to do it--!
There is so little originality. & just

so little--& just as much fate--so
tocall it, inliterature. Wth steady
struggle--with alternate failure & suc-

cess, he at length gets a barn cellar
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conpleted & then a tonb.

You woul d say that there was a tariff on
thinking & originality.
| pass through the mnisterial swanp--
& ascend the steep hills on the S cut of |ast
winter. In the barren poplar holl ow
just N of the old nts cranberry i s another
the | argest patch of it (ie bear berry) that
| remenber in C. How often | see these
aspens standi ng dead in barren--per-
haps frosty valleys in the wood!

Mbst 197 shr ubi®®-oaks there have lost their

leaves (Q ilicifolia) which very fair & perfect

cover the ground.

You are surprised | ate these after-
noons {ahal f} an hour perhaps before
sunset--after wal king in the shade--
or on | ooking round froma height--to
see the singularly bright yellow Iight
of the sun reflected frompines, esp. pitch
pi nes, or the w thered oak | eaves--
through the clear cold air--the wind it
may be bl owi ng strong fromthe N. W
Sunlight in sumer falling on green woods
i s not nethinks such a noticeabl e phenone-
non. | stand on that high hill south of
the swanmp cut off by Aa%eeler l ast winter
& when | ook round NE | amgreatly

surprised by the very brilliant sun |ight

Y7Underline is in pencil or a dry stroke.
8ynderline is in pencil or a dry stroke.
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of which | speak--surpassing the glare

of any noon it seens to ne.
Nov. ‘' 26
The various evergreens |large &

/1

snmall nmay be said, generally to turn green

reddi sh
or to have turned green--about the m ddle

%goi ng up%

%ot in boat on ac. of Reynold s new fence%
of Novenber- - % earlier than usual)%
A good many | eaves of sweet fern though
wi t hered now-still hold on--so that this /1

shrub may be put with the oaks in this
respect. So far as | renmenber it is pecu-
liar anmong shrubs in this.

Wal den is very |l ow -conmpared with

The bar bet. pond & Hubbards Pond hole is 4 feet w de
itself for sone years-- ~There is a shore /1
but {the}® main bar is not bare--

at least 6 feet wide in side the alders
at my old shore--and what is remarkable.

I find that not only Goose Pond al so
has fallen correspondingly within a
mont h- - but even the small er pond hol es
--only 4 or 5 rods over® such as Little Goose
Pond- -shal | ow as they are. +—E—thtstowress
| begin to suspect therefore that this rise
& fall extending thru a | ong series of years
--is not peculiar to the Wil den system of
Ponds--but is true of ponds generally &
per haps of rivers--though in their case, it
may be nore difficult to detect. Even around
Littl e Goose Pond the shore is laid bare
for a space even wi der than at Wal den

it being |less abrupt. The Pouts

Nest, al so, has lost 10 feet on al

109pgssi bly “that”.
10A tai|l appears to be struck out below the “v” in “over”.
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sides. Those pouts’ nests which | discovered
in the spring are high & dry 6 feet
fromthe water. | overhaul ed one, ripping
up the frozen {root}* with ny hands. The
{root}!2 was only 3 inches thick--then acavity!'®
& abottont'* of wet nud. In this nmd
| found 2 small frogs 1 ap. an R pal us-
tris less than an inch |ong. The other ap. a
young R pipiens 1 1/2 inches |ong. They were
quite sluggish & had evidently gone into
Wi nter quarters there, but probably some
m nk woul d have got them
The Pout’s nest was frozen just enough

to bear--with 2 or 3 breathing places left.
The principal of these was a narrow opening
wHth—sewe about a rod | ong X 18 inches
wide within 6 feet of the SWside of
the pond hol e--& then i medi atel y adj acent
ice was darker & thinner than the rest
having forned quite recently. | observed that
the water at this breathing chink was

/lall alive with polly wogs nostly of |arge
si ze--though some were snall --which
ap. had collected there chiefly as the
wat er surface was steadily contracted--
for the sake of the air(?) {There}'® nore
than a hundred of themthere--or 10 or
a dozen in a square foot--& nany nore under

the ice. | sawone firnmy frozen in & dead.
One had legs & his tail was half eaten off by some creature--yet

11possi bly “roof”.
112pgssi bly “roof”.
113« 3" and “cavity” run together without a space.
143" and “bottonf run together without a space.
15ppossi bly “these”.

he was alive
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There were also one or 2 frogs stirring among them
Here was evidently warmer water--probably

a spring & they had crowded to it. Looking
nore attentively--1 detected al so a great many
m nnows about 1 inch Iong either floating--dead
t hese-!%frozen into the ice--at |east 50 of
them They were shaped |ike bream but had the
transverse bars of a perch. There were nore polly-
wogs in other parts of the Pond--hole--& at
the N end. | saw 2 perch about 7 inches

| ong--dead close to the shore--& turned a

bri ght green--which are comonly yell ow -

as if poisoned by the water or something they
had eaten. Perhaps the fishes had suffered

by the falling of this Pond hol e--& consequent
i solation fromthe main pond--which

has left this part still nore shall ow

& stagnant than before. It is full of the
target weed-- If the pond continues to fal
undoubtedly all the fishes thus | and | ocked
will die. | noticed. +andg at the

above named chink track which

| ooked |ike those of an otter--where

some ani mal had entered & come out

of the water--{having}'’ weeds & fragnents

of ice at the edge of the hole- No

doubt several creatures |ike otter

& m nk--&, foxes know where to re-

sort for their food at this season

This is now a perfect otter’s or mnk’'s preserve.

1167 vertical mark or blot appears on and slightly beneath this dash

17possi bly “I eaning” or “having”

11
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Per haps such a nmass of decayi ng weeds
is fatal to the fishes here.
It is evident that these frogs woul d have
been frozen stiff the first colder nights--
in such a shallowretreat. It is very likely
that that hole (i.e pout’s hole) was under
wat er when they took refuge there--&
t he water going down they were chill ed.
In such cases the polly wogs & fishes--
& even frogs nost of the last part to
freeze--the warnmest water, where it is open
| ongest.
Exami ni ng these survivors by day | find
that they are 1 1/6 inches long X 2/5 inch wi de
(this my largest) in formlike a bream -
wi-th of a very pale golden Like a perch--
or nore bluish Have but one dorsal fin
and near as | can count--rays D 18 (first
9%& stiff% % here 10 larger & often tall%
9% hat+11® shorter!®%% & nore distinctly pointed-%%whole fin about
Yaverage% 9% 19}'° how | ong%
3 times as long as%% high) C. 48%-- A 13 or 14 V. 6
9%4.0( ?) % Y%about %
P. 66+—8+2}'% They have%% 7 e+=8'2® transverse dusky
bars |ike a perch! Yet fromtheir form&
single dorsal fin | think they are breans--are
they not a new speci es? Have young breans
transverse bars? {drawing} A little narrower
than this. % 2 ds forward%
Nov 27

Those barren hollows & plains in the neigh-

bor hood of W&l den--wh are singul ar pl aces

118Gt ruck out in pencil
19ppssi bly “stouter”.
120pgssi bly “19”.

121Gt ruck out in pencil
122Gt ruck out in pencil
123gcri bbl ed out in pencil
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| see many which were heavily wooded
15 or 30 years ago--now covered
only with fine sedge--sweet-fern--or a

smal

few birches--w |l ows--poplars & wld-

% chi ck cornel s}%
cherries!®-- %% kc They need not ampunt to hol | ows
at all--many of them are gl ades nerely--
& all that region is elevated--but the
surroundi ng hi gher ground--though it
may be only 5 or 10 feet higher wll
be covered with a good growth. One should
think twi ce before he cut off such places.
--Perhaps they had better never be laid bare
but nerely thinned out. {W}!'*® do not be-
gin to understand the treatnment of woodl and
yet. On such spots you will see various
young trees & sone of themwhich | have
naned--dead as if a fire had run through
them-killed apparently by frost.
126] find scarlet oak acorns
Li ke this-- in form not
essentially different from
t hose of the bl ack oak-, -7
except that the scal es of
the bl ack--stand out nore
| oose & bristling about the
fruit. So all Scar. O acorns do not
regularly taper to a point froma broad
base--& Emerson {represents} but one

formof the fruit. The leaf of this was not

very deeply cut--was broad for its |ength.

124“cherry” is overwitten by “cherries” or vice versa.

125¢\W\" appears to be witten over “The” or vice versa.

1267 drawi ng of an acorn indents the text approximately 3 inches fromthe left nmargin
fromthis Iine and before the six lines that follow To the left of the drawing T.
wites “Scarlet O”(in ink), belowwhich is % {Jan} 19' 59% (possibly “Jun”).

127The comma appears bel ow t he dash.
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| get 17 nore of {these!®} |ittle breans of

yesterday--As | now count the dorsal

O-
fins rays are 9- 13310 (Gerard says 11)
C. 17 with ap 4 short on each side
A 3-11
P11 16 2
%/. Dec 3d%
\Y {6} 1-5 %/. also Mar 26%

They have about 7 transverse dark bars--
a vertical dark mark under eye--& a dark
spot on edge of opercul um -

They appear to be the young of the Ponpotis

//obesus descri bed by Charles Grard to the

Nat Hi st Soc. in April ‘54--obtained by
Baird in Freshwater about H ngham &
Charles River in Holliston.

| got nore perfect specinens than the bream
drawn above. They are exceedingly pretty

%W >} %

seen floating dead on their sides in a bow
of water with all their fins spread out.

Fromtheir size & form & position--they cannot
fail to remind you of coins in the basin. The
conspi cuous transverse bars distinguish them -
at once. {drawing} This is the formof the dorsa
fin which consists of 2 parts the forenpst
{of } 13 shorter stiff spiny rays--the other {11} at |east

half as long again & quite flexible & waving--

falling together like a {wet rag}™ out of water--

So with the anal fin the 3 forenpbst rays
as | see
are short & spiny” are part{s} of the

128pgssi bly “those”.

129possi bly “6" struck out or overwitten with “5" struck out or vice versa.

130The remai ning space on this line between the word “Holliston” and the right nmargin
is obscured by a waxed in clipping. The clipping begins “Specinens of Pomotis

", the reverse side of the clipping begins “Ship News”. The front of the clipping

i ncl udes handwritten dates--by HDT?--witten vertically in its nargin.

131pgssi bl y stuck through.

32pgssi bly “net say”
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& to ne
vertical (ac. to Grard). These forenpbst rays

in each case work |ike slender {raking}
masts--& their points project beyond the thin
web of the fin--whose edge | ooks |ike the
ropes which stretch from masthead to mast head- -
| oop-wi se. The stiff & spiny {forenpst}? part
of the fins evidently serves for a cut water
whi ch bears the brunt of any concussion--&

per haps may serve for weapons of offence while

the nore anple & gently waving flexible after

part nore especially guides the {actions}® of the

fish. The t++anrs transverse bars are conti nued

across these parts of the {f} D & A fins--as

the marking's {of a turtle} bristle across its feet

or flippers. Methinks the fins of the m nnows
are peculiarly beautiful.

How much nore renote the new y di scovered
species seens to dwell than the old & fa-
mliar ones--though both inhabit the

sanme pond. Where the {ponplis obesus} sw ns

nmust be a new country--unexpl ored by

sci ence. Theieghore may be settled, but
aborigi nes dwel |l unseen only {thus}®® far
inland. This country is so new that

speci es of bi+ds fishes--& birds--& quadru-
peds in habit it--which science has

not yet detected. The water which such

a fish swims in nust still have a prim -

% forward%
tive forest decaying init.

133possi bly “forward”.
134possi bly “notions”.
135possibly “this”.
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Nov 28

A gray over cast & still day--~'% There
& nore small birds tree spars & chicadees than usual about the {house}?®¥

have been

a very few fine snow fl akes

falling for many hours--& now by

/12 Pm-a regul ar snow storm has com

nmenced- - f

ne flakes falling steadily

& rapidly whitening all the |andscape

In half an hour the russet earth is

pai nted white--even to the horizon. Do

we know of

a change?

any other so silent & sudden

| cannot now wal k wi thout having a

track behi

nd me--that is one peculiarity

of wi nter wal ki ng--any body nmay foll ow ny

trail. | have wal ked perhaps a particul ar

wild path

al ong sone swanp side al

sumer --& thought to nmy self, | amthe only

villager t

hat ever comes here. But | go

out shortly after the first snow has fallen--

& | o here

& hi s dog

is the track of a sports man

in my secluded path--& probably

he preceded nme in the sumrer, as well.

Yet nmy hour is not his, &1 may

never neet

hi m

| asked Coonbs®®® the other night if he

had been a hunting |lately-- He said he

had not been out but {once}®*® this fall. He

went out t

he ot her day, heweve--with

a conpani on & they came near getting

a fox. They broke his |l eg. He has

136Thi s caret joins a descending curved line to the interlined material bel ow.
137This word is unclear due to its position on a descendi ng angl e.

Be"C' witten over

c

139possi bly “since”; what appears like a small i-dot mark is positioned above this

wor d, but

it could be ink that bled through fromthe recto side of this page.
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evidently been | ooking forward to sone such
success all summer-- Having done this
much--he can afford to sit a while by

the stove at the P.O He is plotting now

how to break his head.

Goodwi n cannot be a very bad man--he is so

cheery.

And all the years that | have known Wal den

striped
t hese "breans have skulked in it w thout

ny know edge! How many new t houghts
%/ 11 {days}° forward%
then may | have?

Nov. 29th
Pmto Hil
About 3 inches of snow fell |ast evening
and a few cows on the hill side have wandered

about in vain to conme at the grass. They
have at length found the place high on the

S side where the snow is thin nest.

methinks it is as good as half an hour

How bright & Iight the day nowt--white houses
no | onger stand out & stare in the |andscape
The Pi ne woods snowed up--1o00ok nore

li ke the bare oak woods with their gray
boughs-- The river nmeadows show {now} 4!

far off a dull straw color or pale brown

am d the general white
where the coarse sedge rises where the

added to

t he day

2 distinct oak woods are now nore distinctly reddish. --

snow- Mt is a clear & pleasant wi nter
day. The snow has taken all the Novem
ber out of the day-- Now bl ue shadows

--green rivers (both which | see) &

140possi bly “hrs”
1possi bly “how’
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| winter life--.

| see {partridge} & mice tracks--& fox

tracks--& crows sit silent on a bare

/ | oak

beat

| see a living shrike caught to day

t op. in the barn of the M ddl esex House- -
Nov. 30 '58
The shrike was very violent for a long tine
ing itself against the bars of its cage--

at {Stacy’'s}-- to day it is quiet & has eaten

raw

meat. Its plain dark ash col ored

crown and beak are separated by a very distinct

line fromthe black wings. It has a power

ful

{hawkl i ke} beak but, slender |egs & cl aws--

close to-it |looks nore like a {rusicapa}

t han any thing--

with C
Pmto Walden--& F. HHII.

It is a pleasant day & the snow nelting

consi derably-- W stand on the Pouts’

Nest
ol d-
whi t

--now frozen--with snow ice added to the
-so that it will bear--a coarse frozen
e batter--& the hills around are covered

with snow. Though Wl den is open-- It

is a perfect winter scene. This wthdrawn

but
t hat

yet

anpl e recess in the woods--with al
is necessary for a hunman residence--

never referred to by the London Ti nes

& Galignani's nessenger--as sone of

those arctic bays are-- sone are hastening

to Europe & sone to the West Indies

but

here is a bay never steered for.
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These nanel ess bays where the Tines

& the Tribune have no correspondent - -

are the true bays of Al Saints--for me

Green pines on this side brown oaks on

that--the blue sky over head & this white

counterpane all around. It is an insignifi-

cant fraction of the gl obe which Engl and

& Russia & the Filibusters have over run--

The open pond cl ose by--though consid-

erably rippled to-day--affects me as a pe-

culiarly wild & genia

with this frozen poo

obj ect by contrast

& the snow covered

shore--& | sit down on the shore in

t he sun--on the bare rocks. There seens to

be a mlder air above it, as the water

withinit is mlder

Goi ng westward thro” Weeler’'s OM Wod--to-

ward Weird Dell --

| be

hol d a peculiar

Wi nter scene--seen many tines before--

but forgotten-- The sun rather low is seen

t hrough the wood with a cold dazzling

white lustre |like that of burnished tin

{reflected}' fromthe silvery needl es of the pines

No powerful light streans through--

but you stand in the quiet & sonewhat

sonbre aisles of a forest cathedral --

where col d green masses alternate!*® with
(you are inclined to call themred) % eddi sh tawney (?)%

but war n#
pal e brown | eat her

co

ored ones”--al npst

trees are the internal **® decorations--
ruddy--"whil e dark trunks streaked with snow

rise on all sides & a pure white floor

142The final “d” may not be present at the end of this word.

143The “I” in “alternate” appears to have been a nodified letter “f”.

144The words “but warni are positioned slightly above “brown” and continue in the
space between “brown” and “leather” on the |ine bel ow.

145A short word or small bl ot appears above the “r” in “internal”
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stretches around--and perhaps a single
patch of yellow sun light is seen on
the white shaded fl oor--

The short afternoons are come-- Yonder
dusky cloud mass in the NN W will not be
{set} {after} {noons} the sky before yonder sun

we see purple clouds in the east horizon
that lurks so low will be set--

But did ever clouds flit & change--
form & dissolve so fast as in this {clean}
cold air--for it is rapidly grow ng col der--
--and at such atinme with {clean} air &
the wind--& shifting clouds--1 never fai

to see mother ‘o pearl tints--abundant

in the sky.
hounds

We see the tracks of a hunter & his degs--who

have gone al ong the path fromthe Del
to the diffs. The dog makes a genuine
track with his five toes--an honest
dog’s track--& if his master went bare-
foot we should count five toe-prints

in his track too--& they woul d be seen
to resenbl e each other renotely--but
now we see only the track of a boot

& | thought the dog must be di sgusted
to tread in it. Walking thus where a
man & 2 dogs had recently passed al ong
making a trail only a few inches wi de--
treading in one anothers tracks alternately

The i npression was that they had constantly

146possi bly “clear”.
147Possibly “clear”.
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crowded on one another--though in fact the
dogs may have been a quarter of a
m e ahead or behind their master--
The dog--rosette--identical which is
spotted all over Greece. They go {making}®
t hese perfect imperfect inpressions
faster than a {tubes}!® cylinder-{power}?°
press.

Conming over the side of F. H Hill at sun-
set--we saw a | arge | ong dusky cl oud
in the NW horizon ap--just this side
of Wachusett or at least 20 miles off
--whi ch was snow ng--when al
the rest was clear sky. It was a com
pl ete snow cloud. It | ooked like rain
falling at an equal distance--except
that the snow fell less directly--& the
upper outline of a part of the cloud
nore |like that of a dusky mist. {It}??
was much of a snow storm-just enough
to partially obscure the sight of the nts
about which it was falling-- Wile the cloud
was ap. high above (themor it may have
been a little this side. The cloud was of
a dun color--and at its south end
near where the sun katf—7} was just about
to set--it was all aglow on its under
side with a salnmon {fulgor}--making it
| ook warner than a furnace at the sane

time that it was snow ng.

148The initial letters of this word are obscured by overwiting; also, this word
coul d possibly be “marking” or “tracking”.

149Thi s word either has been struck out or contains a very long t-cross.

150The initial letters of what appears to be “power” are obscured by overwiting.
Blt” is possibly overwitten upon “The”.
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In short | saw a cloud--quite |oca
in the heavens--whose south end
rested over the portals of the day
20 & odd mles off & was it by the spl endor
of the departing sun--& fromthis lit
cl oud--snow was falling-- It was
nmerely an extensive flurry though it
may have | asted hat+ 20 mi nutes--
| have seen a dark cloud as wi de as
the sky rolling up fromthe NW- & {bl asting}
all ny hopes--at sight of which I
have di sm ssed the sun for 3 weeks {&} %
resigned nyself to ny fate-- But when
after being absorbed in other neditations--
| have | ooked round for that cloud half
an hour after-- | have distinguished only
an indistinct white filmfar in the
SE-- which only added to the glory of
{the}®® day--by reflecting its light.
The river may be said to have frozen generally |ast
That was a remarkabl e {prospect}
fromthe side of F. H Hill just before the
sun set--a strong cold NWw nd bl owi ng
& as good a winter prospect as the Arctic
regi ons present. The brilliant bl essed isles
al ready gathered thus the portals of the day--

& nother o' pearl clouds formng &
di ssolving in the crisped air between the
Zenith & The west horizon-- Wile at

least 20 miles off (at first 30) in the

152pgssi bly “I”

ni ght

158pgssi bly “thy”; the tail of the end letter curves below the |line and back to cross

the initial “t”.
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N WP* a vast dark dun col ored cl oud--where
sout hern end overl apped the setting sun
--a gl owi ng canopy--was showi ng in the
nms--seen {thinly}?®® beneath it. It was a
rare & strange sight, that of a snow
storm20 niles off--fromthe verge of a
perfectly clear sky-- Thus local is al
storm -surrounded by serenity & beauty--
The terrestrial nts were made ridi cul ous
beneat h that stupendous range--1 said

to ny conpanion there cones a storm whi ch®®®
will cover the earth 4 feet deep--nake
haste & do your necessary work before

the night cones. But before {we}?”

had got hone--1 saw it in the east

still further off--not having seen it
passed us--a pale ethereal film al nost?!%®
di ssolved in the sky, as indistinct as

a fabul ous island. In these clear cold
days--fear no cloud-- They vanish &

di ssol ve before the cl oud consumni ng

air-- This air snaps themup like a

dog his meat. Bare hickories now

seen over the shining surface--of the
snow- - suggest a cold equal to that

of the Cold Friday-- As | go up

the hill eastward while the sun is setting
| see a tinge of green reflected fromits
surface under ny face-- & the scattered

clouds in the east are greener yet--

154“\W appears to have been nodified or overwitten by T.
155pgssi bly “shining”; no t-cross appears in this word.
6Witten on a descendi ng angl e near the margin.

157 \we” appears to have been overwitten upon “the”
8Witten on a descending angle near the margin
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C. thought that if he lived in Wird

% } %

Del | - -%%e should come & sit on the NW
side every night & see the shadows
steal gradually across it.

Just before the sun di sappeared we
saw just on the edge of the horizon
west ward from Acton--maybe 8 miles
off--a very brilliant fire or |ight--just
like a star of the first magnitude--
or a house burning without snoke--& this
t hough so far & so brilliant was undoubtedly
only the sun reflected fromsone {gilt}?®® weather-
cock there-- So incredibly brilliant are
all surfaces now. It was pure flane
| arger than a house--precisely as if the planet
Venus rested on the horizon's edge. Possibly
t he weat her cock was nearer--but we both
concluded that it was not.

The sun seen setting through the
snow- car pet ed woods--wi th shi mering pine
needl es or dark green {spruces} & warm
brown oak | eaves for {screens}.

Wth the advent of snow & ice--so much cold

white--the browns are warner to the eye--

Al the red that is in oak | eaves & huckl eberry

twi gs cones out.
A cl oud {then} which gl ows high above the
portals of the day--7 or 8 minutes before the

sun di sappears may be sonme 20 niles off only--

1A tall extra letter, possibly another “I”, appears between “I” and “I”

if that is the correct word.
10ppossibly “there”.

in“gilt”,
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1 Nei t her Engl and nor Ameri ca--have any

2 right to laugh at that sentence in the

3 rare book called “The Bl azon of Gentry” witten
4 witten by a zeal ous student of heral dry--which
5 after due investigation that

6 says”™ “Christ was a gentleman, as to

7 the flesh, by the part of his nother,-- -- --

8 -- -- and mght have borne coat-arnor. The

9 apostl es also were gentlenen of blood, and

10 {many} %! of them descended fromthat worthy

11 conquer or Judas Machabeus; but, through

12 the tract of time, & persecution of wars,

13 poverty oppressed the kindred, and they

ig wer e {constrayﬁed} to servile workes.” Whatever
16 we—ray—preach—&profess-- texts we may

17 guote or comentaries we nay wite--

18 when we consider the |aws & custons of

19 these 2 countries we cannot fail to

20 perceive that the above sentence is

21 perfectly
N

22 of a piece with our practical com

23 ment ary'®2 on the New Test anent - -

24 The above is really a pertinent reason

25 of fered why Christianity should {be}

26 enbraced in England & Anerica--

27 I ndeed--it is accordingly only what

28 may be called “respectable christianity”--

29 at all generally

30 that is “embraced in the 2 countries--

31 | read that a wonan picked

32 a pint of ripe red raspberries at Bunker H Il diff
33 where they get the {“Quincy Ganite)}! Cct. 1st this
34 % } %
35 year

%10verwritten, letters are obscured.

162¢ary” (the last letters in “nmonentary”) are witten on a descending angl e bel ow
the Iine.

163A set of open quotation marks appears without a closed set; a closed parenthesis
appears without an open one.
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There is a late green ness--acconpani ed
by open yell ow fl owers--a Novenber
greenness- - met hi nks, corresponding to the
early greenness of the spring--& its bl ossons
Early in Novenber (& late in Cct) Lycopodi um
& evergreen ferns--(the small botrychi um shed
as well as several |ycopodiun{,}
pol I en then”) have their day--under {the}* yell ow
flowers by the witch hazel & amid a few |ingering
gol den rods--as in spring green radica
| eaves are associated with {alder} & willow
bl ossonms. The gol d greens have their
day so late in the fall. | do not speak so
much of a lingering verdure--but of one which
there is nost flourishing, & you may say greenest
before the |ichen days have cone.
| cannot but see still in ny
mnd s eye those little striped breans poised
in Wl den’s gl aucous water. They bal ance
all the rest of the world in nmy estimation
at present, for this is the Breamthat
| have just found. & for the time | ne-
glect all its brethren & amready to kil
the fatted calf on its account. For nore
than 2 centuries have nen fished here &
have not distinguished this pernanent
settler of the township-- It is not like a
new bird--a transient visitor that may not
be seen again for years--but there it
dwell s & has dwelt permanently-- \Wo

can tell how | ong? When ny eyes

1%4possibly “their”.
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first rested on Wal den--the striped bream
was poised in it--though | did not see

it, & when Tahatawan paddl ed his canoe
there. Howwild it nakes the pond &

the township to find a newfish in it--Aneri
renews her youth here. But in ny ac-

count of this bream| cannot go a hair’s

breadth beyond the nere statenent that it

Ca165

exists.--the mracle of its existence--ny con-

tenporary & nei ghbor--yet so different from

me! | can only poise ny thoughts there

by its side-- &try to think [ike a breamfor a

nmonent. | can only think of precious jewels
--of sunrise--poetry--beauty--& the nystery

of life-- |1 only see the breamin its orbit

| see {a}'% star, but | came not to neasure

di stance or weight. The bream appreci at ed
floats in the pond--as the center of the
system -anot her inmage of God. Its life

no man can explain nore than he can

his own. | want you to perceive the nystery
of the bream{~s———} | have a contenporary
den. It has fins where | have |legs & armns--
I have a friend anong the fishes--at |east

a new acquai ntance-- Its character will in-

as

in Wl -

terest me, | trust, not its clothes & anatony.

| do not want it to eat. Acquaintance with
it istomke nmy life nmore rich & eventful
It is as if a poet or an anchorite had!®”

moved into the town--whom | can see from

Witten on a descendi ng angl e near the mar
bel ow the 1i ne.
166pgssi bly “the”.

¥7Witten on a descendi ng angl e begi nning above the |ine and endi ng bel ow the line.

gi n begi nning on the line and ending
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time to time & think of yet oftener. Perhaps

there are a thousand of these striped

bream whi ch no one has thought of

in that pond--not their mere inpressions

in stone--but in the full tide of the breans

life.

Though science may somneti nes tatk—about

conpare herself to a child picking up pebbles

on the sea shore--that

with her. Odinarily,

is a rare nood

her practical belief is

that it is only a few pebbles which are not

known- - wei ghed & nmeasured-- A new species

of fish--signifies hardly nore than a new narme.

See what is contributed in the scientific re-

ports-- One counts the fin-rays--another

neasures--the intestines--a 3d Daguerreotypes

a scale--& &c--otherwi se there’'s nothing to be

said. As if all but this were done--&

these were very rich & generous contributions to sci-

ence. Here votaries nay be seen wandering

al ong the shore of the Ocean of Truths--

with their backs to that ocean--need to {rein}?8

in the shells which are cast up. You woul d

say that the scientific bodies were terribly put

to it for objects & subjects.
of an ani mal
A dead specinen--~if it is only well preserved

in alchohol--is just as good for science as

a living one preserved in its active el ements.

VWat is the anpbunt of ny discovery to me--°?

It is not that

have got one in a bottle--

188possi bly “sei ze”.
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& that it has got a nane in a book--
but that | have a little fishy friend in
t he pond. How was it when the youth
first discovered fishes? Was it the nunber
of their fin rays or the arrangenent
of the place of the fish in sone system-
that made the boy dream of then®? Is
it these things that interest mankind in the
fish--the inhabitant of the water? No--but
[iving
a faint recognition of a “contenporary--a
provoki ng nystery. One boy thinks of
fishes & goes {a}'® fishing--fromthe sane no-
tive that his brother {seaches} the poets for
sone lines. It is the poetry of fishes--which
is their chief use--their flesh is their | owest
use. The beauty of the fish--that is what
it is best worth the while to nmeasure-- Its
place in our systens is of conparatively
l[ittle inportance. Generally the boy
| oses sonme of his perception & his interest in
the fish--he degenerates into a fisherman
W 4 {hs}'° forward%
or an ichthyol ogi st.
Dec 2nd
When | first saw that snow- cl oud--
it stretched I ow along the NN W horizon--
perhaps 4/ 4 round--& half a dozen tines as
high as the ms--& was remarkably
hori zontal on its upper edge--but that

edge was obviously for a part of the way

very thin--conposed of a dusky m st

169possi bl y a dash.
10pgssi bly “ds”.
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whi ch first suggested snow - \Wen soon

after it had risen & advanced & was plainly

snowi ng-- It was as if sone great dark
machi ne was sifting the snow upon
the nmountains. There was at the
same time the nost brilliant of sun-
sets--the clearest & crispiest of winter
ski es.-- W have had every day
since simlar slight flurries of snow -
we being in their mdst.
Dec. 3d 58

Pmto Wl den--

A deliciously mld pm-though the
ground is covered with snow- The cockes

crowed this norning as of yore--

| carry hatchet & rake in order to ex-

plore the pout's nest for frogs & fish--
(the pond not being frozen). A snall

part of that chinck of the 26th is

not yet frozen--& is crowded wth pollywogs

nostly of large sizes & very many have
| egs nore or |ess devel oped. Wth ny
small iron rake about 1 foot |ong

X 4 inches wide | jerk onto the ice at
one jerk 45 pollywdgs & nore than

as many nore fall into the water-- Mny
of the smallest pollywogs have bright

copper red bellies--prettily spotted--

76



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17

30
31
32

while the large {one}!* curiously pale
yel l ow, either clear or spotted. Many!"
are dying. They have crowded so
thickly along the open chink 3 or 4 inches
wi de by the side of a boat in the ice
that when | accidentally rock it
about a hundred are washed out
onto the ice. One sal anander
among them -{& 4} of the new
breams nuch | arger darker & richer
colored than any | had found.

| have often seen pollywogs in snall
nunbers in the winter, in spring holes
&c--but never such crowding to air holes in
the ice-- Al that is peculiar in this case
is that this small pond has recently been
cutoff fromthe main pond by the falling
of the water--& that it is crowded with

chiefly target weed
vegetable matter”--so that apparently
t he stagnant water has not only killed
the breams & perch (of which last | find
3 dead) but eesp nany pol | ywogs
& conpel s others to seeke the surface.
by the shanty field %%

As | return hone by the% %" RR--
I cannot help contrasting this evening

(on F. H hill side)
with--the 30th-- Now there is a genia
soft air--and in the west many cl ouds

of a purplish dove color. | walk with

unbuttoned coat--taking in the in-

7lpossi bly “are”.

2This the initial “M has been overwitten or

r ef or med.

13Thi s penciled carat positions the penciled “& above the line.
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1 fluence, of the hour. Coming thro the

2 p. pines E of the Shanty field--1 see

3 the sun thro the pines--very yell ow

4 & warm | ooki ng--& every twig of the

5 pines & every {weed} is lit with yell ow

6 light --(not silvery) The other

7 ni ght the few cloudy {islets}* about

8 setting sun (& where it had set) were

9 glitteringly bright afar thro the

10 (when | get to the cause way)

11 cold air. Now “all the west is

12 suffused with an extrenely rich {crimnmson}

13 purple or rose color--{while}'® the edges

14 of what were dove col ored cl ouds--

15 have a warm saffron glow-finally

16 {deepeni ng}'™ to rose or danmask when the

17 sun {has}'”” set. The other night

18 there was no reddeni ng of the clouds

19 after sun set--no after gl ow -

20 but the glittering clouds were al -

21 nost i nmedi ately snapped up in

22 the crisped {air}.

23 | improve every opportunity to go into a grist-m |l
24 --any excuse to see its cob web tapestry-- | put

25 questions to the mller as an excuse for staying--while
26 ny eye rests delighted on the cobwebs above his head--
27 & perchance on his hat.

28 The sal amander above named--found in

29 the water {of}'® the pouts’ nest--is the Sal amander
30 //%rob Dorsalis v Ap. 18- 59%

31 syaret+eal’™®. It is sonme 3 inches |ong brown

32 (not wery dark brown) above--& yellow with

174possi bly “inlets”.

15Possi bly “white”

176« deepeni ng” appears to have been altered.
7"possi bly “was”.

18possi bly “at”.

179gt ruck out in pencil
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& the same spots on the sides of the tai
smal | dark spots beneath”--a row of very mnute

verm lion spots--not detected { }upon a close
exam nati on--on each side of the back. The
tail is waved on the edge (upper edge at | east)
has a pretty--bright eye. Its {tail} though narrower
rem nds me of the polly wog. Wiy should not it
%See one with nmuch | arger%

lose its tail as well as that? Wermlion spots ap. 18 ‘59-%
%re they not larger in {true spring?}%v Nov. 26th

The largest of the 4 breans”!® 29/26 inches |ong
X 1 inch broad & 9/20 thick-- The back
sides forward--tail & anal fin black or

dar k

bl acki sh--or very dark. The transverse”® bars
few & indistinct except in mddle of fish--
sides toward tail yellow sh olive rear of abdomen
was} violet reflections (& about base of anal fin)
operculumturgid, streaked & spotted with
gol den- - coppery--greenish & violet reflections.
A vertical dash mark or |ine,--corresponding
to the stripes,--through the eye. Iris copper
col or or darker. The others about 2 inches
long--are differently {col ore} not so dark--
{rmore}®®! olive--& distinctly barred-- --

The smal |l est are the |ightest col ored--
but the Iarger on the whole richer, as well
as darker. The fins esp. the D--C. & A--
are remarkably pretty--in color a fine
net-work of light & dark. The | ower jaw
ext ends about 3/4 of an inch beyond the
upper - -

The rich dark al nost bl ack back--with dark

barred sides alternating with yell owi sh olive--

180Thi s carat positions “v Nov. 26”; in the M5 the interlining is in a snmaller script

and ends before the carat.
18l ast letter of “nore” altered.
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& the fine violet-purple reflections from

the sides of the abdonen--like the nacre

of a shell--as coin-like they lie flat in

a basin-- Such jewels they swam between

the stenms --{(clothed}®® in transparent jelly) of
the target weed.

R W E saw quite a flock of ducks in the

//pn}-(VﬁIden) this pm
Dec. 5
/1 Sone sugar naples, both large & small --
have still like the larger oaks a few | eaves
about the larger |inmbs near the trunk
Pmto \Wal den- -
y Snowed yesterday Pm & now it is 3 or

4 inches deep & a fine mzzle falling and

freezing to the twigs & stubble--so that there
/lis quite a {glaze}. The stiffened ice-coated

weeds & grasses on the causeway--recal

past wi nters-- These hunble withered

pl ants which have not of late attracted

your attention--now arrest it by their

very stiffness & exaggerated size. Sone grass

culms 18 inches or 2 feet high--which no-

body noticed--are an inexhaustible supply

of {slend} ice wands set in the snow -

The grasses & weeds next to the crusty surface

--formarches by various forms. It is
surprising how the sl enderest grasses can sup-

port such a weight--but the culmis

(TR ]

82\What coul d possibly be a
woul d not start with “c”.

c

coul d possibly be an open parenthesis;

t hus,

t he word
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is buttressed by another icy cul mor colum--& the
| oad gradually taken on-- In the woods
t he droopi ng pines conmpel you to stoop--
In all directions they are bowed down
--hanging their heads-- The large yell ow sh
| eaves of the black oak (young trees) are
peculiarly conspicuous rich & warmin the
{mdst} of this ice & snow-& in the
causeway--the yell owi sh bark of the wllows
gl eans warmy through the ice

The birches are still upright & the nunerous
paral l el white ice rods--rem nd ne of
the recent gossaner-like gleams which
they refl ected.

How singularly ornamented is that sal amander

- Its brightest side--its yellow belly--sprinkled
mﬁzkﬂedark spots is turned downward. Its
back is indeed ornamented with 2 rows of
bright vermlion spots--but these can only
be detected on the very cl osest inspection--
& poor eyes fail to discern themeven {then}?8
--as | have found.
Dec 6th 58

Go out at 9 Amto see the gl aze
It is already half fallen--nelting off.
The dripping trees & wet falling ice
will wet you through like rain in the
woods. It is a lively sound--a busy
tinkling the incessant brattling & from

time to tinme rushing crashing sound of

18possibly “there”.
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this falling ice & trees suddenly erecting
t hensel ves when relieved of their |oads.
It is now perfect only on the N sides
of woods which the sun has not touched
or affected. Looking at a dripping tree between
you & the sun, you nmay see here or there
one or another rain-bow color--a smnal
brilliant point of light-- Yesterday it
froze as it fell on my unbrella--converting
the cotton cloth into a thick stiff glazed
sort of oil cloth--so that it was inpossible
to shut it.
Dec 7th
To Boston--

At Nat. Hist. Roons

The egg of Turdus solitarius is light bluish with

pal e brown spots. This is ap.

mne--which | call hernit thrush--though mne

is redder & distincter--brown spots--

The egg of T. Brunneus (called Hermt Thrush)
is aclear blue

The rail’s eggs (of Concord, which I have seen) is not
the Virginia rail’s which is smaller & nearly pure
white--nor the clapper rails which is larger--
Is it the sora rail’s? (of which there is no egg in
this collection)

My egg found in R W E s garden is not

the white-throated sparrow s egg.

Dr. Bryant calls nmy {serrigo} (ie the faint-
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He says Coopers hawk
not ed bird) Savannah sparrow- -

is just like the sharp-shinned only a little |larger comonly--. He
could not tell them apart. Nei t her he nor Brewer can identify
eggs al ways- - Dec. 9th'® Could match sone gull eggs out of another

basket full of a diff. species as well as out of the same basket--
At New Bedford. See a song sparrow

and a pi geon woodpecker-- & Bryant tells of
the latter picking holes in blinds & also in his
barn roof & sides in order to get into it--holes in the
wi ndow sashes or casings as if a nail had been
driven into them

Asked a sailor at the wharf how
he di stingui shed a whal er--he said by
the “davits” large upright tinbers
wi th sheaves {curving}!® over the sides--thus

(a merchant man has only a few & snmall at the stern)
{drawi ng} to hold up the boats ”~al so by the place
for the man to stand at nmst-head--(cross trees
I should say they were) & | ook out for {-}8 whal es--
whi ch you do not see on a nerchant ship--
i.e the cross tress of the latter are very slight
--of the whaler {drawi ng} sonewhat like this--
Dec. 1i1th

Pmto \Wal den-- An over cast pnt-
& rather warm- The snow on the ground
pastures--brings out the warmred in

These are what Thonpson calls “the tawny copse”
| eafy oak woodl ands by contrast”--so
that they suggest both shelter & warnth--

Al'l browns indeed are warmer now

than a week ago-- These oak woodl ands

half a mle off--commonly with pines

184The interlined passage that begins “He says Coopers hawk...” and ends at
basket” surrounds on all sides “Dec. 9th” the date of the next entry.
185possi bl y “carving”.

186possibly a blot or a letter struck through.

“the sane
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inter mngled--1ook |like warm coverts for
birds & other wild animals. How nuch

war mer our woodl ands | ook and are

for these withered | eaves that still hang

on--! Wthout them the woods woul d be

dreary--bleak & {wintery}®® indeed. Here is

a mani fest provision for the necessities
of man & the brutes. These | eaves remain
to keep us warm-& to keep the earth warm
about their roots. Wile the oak | eaves
| ook redder & warmer--the pines | ook
nuch darker since the snow has fallen.
--(The hem ocks darker still) Amle or
2 distant they are dark brown or al nost
bl ack--as still further, is all wood-
land--& in the nost distant horizon

have a blue tinge like nts fromthe

at nosphere-- The boughs of

old & bare oak woods are gray &

in harnmony with the white ground

| ooking as if snowed on.

Already in hollows in the woods & on
sheltered sides of hills--the fallen | eave
are collected in small heaps on the
snow crust--sinulating bare ground
& hel ping to conceal the rabit & partridge
&c-- They are not equally different but
col l ected together here & there as if for

t he sake of society--

¥The letters in this word are blotted or

t he

S

ref ornmed or

overwitten.
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| find a the pouts nest--now quite
frozen over--air holes & all 22 pollywogs

frozen in & dead within a space of 2 1/2

%p a young shiner--but it has a dark |ongitudina

feet square--also a m nnow-%9%ith
% about 1 1/2 inches |ong)% V 25t h
t he bream

The term nal shoots of the snall scar
oaks are still distinctly red though wther

A “swirl” applied to | eaves suddenly
up by a sort of whirl wind--is a good
{wor d} enough, nethinks.

Wal den is about 2 1/3 skinmed over
It is frozen nearly half the way out from
the Northerly shore--except in a very broad
open space on the NWshore & a consi derabl e
space gi# the pines at the NE end-- But the
ice, thinas it is, extends quite across fr

N
the Wside to the SWcape (w side of the

| et
ed.

caught

om

R R bay) by an isthnous only 2 or 3 rods®®® wide

inits narrowest part. It is evident that
whet her a pond shall freeze this side

or that first-- depends much on the w nd.
If it is snall & lies |ike Wal den between
hills--1 should expect that in perfectly
cal mweather it would freeze soonest

above the S shore--but in this case there
wHaet was probably wind fromthe N or NW &
the nore sheltered & snooth N side froze
first. The warnth reflected fromthe pines

at the NE corner may account for the

188The | etters of this word are reforned or

overwitten.

line al ong side%

/1
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open water there--but | cannot account
It nust be because
for the open space at the NWend it is there open to the
{rake}®® of the N wind
the shore being flat--& gently sloping backward a | ong way--while the protection of
Heywood’ s Peak!®
It is {+he} remarkable that the S edge of
may account for the ice isthmus--being met by the break-wi nd of the W RR {cape} -

the ice projects Southward in a cape correspondi ng

triangul ar
to the deep™ bay in the S side--though it is in
the nmddle of the pond--& there is even a rude
correspondence {el sewhere} along the edge of
the ice, to the opposite shore-- This mght seem
to indicate that the ice to sone extent formed
first over {deeper}'® water.

When the ice was nelting & the trees
dri pping on the norning of the 6th, | noticed
that the snow was di scol ored--stained
yellow by this drip--as if the trees were
urinating

The | arge Scar oak--in the cenetery has
| eaves on the lower |inmbs near the trunk--
just like the large white oaks now -
So has the largest black oak which | see
--others of both & all kinds are bare.

Sone, being of fended, think sharp {&} %
satirical things--which yet they are not
prepared consciously to utter-- But in sone
unguar ded®** nonent those things escape
fromthem when they are are as if near un-
consci ous. They betray their thoughts, as
it were, by talking in their {sleep}!--for the

truth will out, under whatever vei

of civility.

189possi bl y “sake”.

190“ Heywood’' s Peak” appears on the sane |ine as the phrase above “while the
protection of”; limted space requires this text to wap to the line bel ow
¥lppossi bly “cove”or “cave”.

192Faint letters at the end of this word descend to the |ine bel ow

19ppssi bly a blot or a strike-out mark.

1%4\pdi fication of the letters in this word--overwitten or reforned?

19A t-cross appear across the “I”.
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Dec 12th 58

Pmup river onice to FHHill--

Crossing the fields west of our Texas
house--1 see an i mense flock of
Snow buntings-- | think the |argest
that | ever saw - There nmust be a thousand
or 2 at least-- there is but 3 inches
at nost of crusted and dry frozen
snow & they are running anmd the
weeds which rise above it. The weeds
are chiefly juncus tenuis (?), but its seeds
are ap. gone. | find, however, the glunes
of the piper grass scattered about where
t hey have been. The flock is at first
about equally divided into 2 parts
about 20 rods apart--but birds are
incessantly flitting across the interva
to join the brethren flock--until al
are united-- They are very restless running
am d the weeds and continual ly changi ng
their ground. They will suddenly rise again
a few seconds after they have alighted

as if alarnmed but after a short whee

settle close by. Flying fromyou in sone positions

or chiefly

you see only® the black part of their bodies--

& then as they wheel, the white comes into view

contrasted prettily with the former--&

in all together at the sane tine.

11
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Seen'®® flying higher against a cloudy sky

they |l ook like |Iarge snowfl akes.--

VWen they rise all together--their note

is like the rattling of nuts in a bag

as if a whole bin-fu

were rolled from

side to side-- They also utter fromtine

to time--i.e individuals do--{peth}

a clear rippling note--perhaps {of}!® alarm

or acall-- It is remarkabl e that

their notes above described shoul d resenbl e--

the | esser red-polls’

Away goes the

great wheeling ranbling flock rolling

t hrough the air, & you cannot easily

tell where they will

(or a part not forenost)
pi oneers *wi |l change their course
when at |length they know it

settle {suddenly} the

when in full career--& ~“the (long struggling)?®
on the other side
rushing flock *will be fetched about

as it were with an undul ating jerk

as in the boys’ game of snap the whip

& those that occupy the place of the

gradual 'y off

snapper are “after their

new tack-- As far as

t hensel ves to up | and”--

| eaders on the

| observe they confine
V md of Sep.

not alighting in

the meadows--& |i ke a snow storm

t hey come rushing down fromthe north

The extrenities of the wings are black while

the parts next their

bodi es are bl ack.

The are commonly abundant now

See a shrike on a dead pine at the diffs

9%The “S” is overwitten or

197possi bly “at”.
198« (| ong struggling)”

is either

r ef or med.

struck out or

underlined in pencil.
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The p. pines have not done falling--
consi derabl e having fallen on the snow
The river meadows--where they were
not cut--are conspicuous brown-straw
colored now-in the sun al nmost a
true straw color-- Novenber lingers still there.
| should like to know where all those snow birds
will roost to-night--for they will probably roost
t oget her & what havoc an ow m ght nake
{Mellvin} tells me that he saw a thousand
among them feeding a long tine in the Great nmeadows- - he
t hi nks on the seeds of the wool grass--!!about same tine
Dec. 13th
Pmto Wil den
There is a fine nmizzling rain--which rests in 11
smal | drops on your coat--but on nost surfaces
is turning to a glaze. Yet it is not cold enough
for gloves even--& | think that the freezing may
be owing to the fineness of the rain--& that
if it should rain rmuch harder--even though
it were colder--it would not freeze to what
it fell on-- It freezes on the RR rails when
it does not on the wooden sl eepers. Already |
begin to see on the stormside of every twig &
culma white-glaze (reflecting the snow or
sky) rhyming with the vegetable core--. And
on those fine grass heads which are bent
over in the path--the fine dew-Iike drops
are frozen separately like a string of beads
--being not yet run together. There is little

if any wind--& the fine rain is visible only
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agai nst a dark ground.
There is not so rmuch ice in Wal den as
//on the 11th

A danp day brings out the col or of oak
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| eaves- - sonewhat as of |ichens. They
are of a brighter & deeper |eather color--

ri cher & nore whol esone- - hangi ng nore

straightly down than ever-- They | ook peculiarly

{cl ean}*® & whol esone--their tint brought
out--& their |obes nore flattened out--

& they show to great advantage--{three}?®
trees hanging still with | eather-colored

| eaves in this mzzling rain--seen agai nst
the m sty sky. They are again as it were
full-veined with sone kind of brown sap

Dec. |4th

| see at Derby’'s shop a barred ow

//Strix nebul osa taken in the woods

west of the factory on the 11th--found
(with its wing broke) by a wood chopper--
It neasures about 3 1/2 feet in { }
extent--X 18 to 20 inches |ong--or
nearly the sane as the cat ow - - but

is small--& without horns. It is

very mld & quiet--bears handling
perfectly well--& only snaps its bil

with a loud sound at the sight of

a cat or dog. It is ap. a fenale

199possi bly “clear”.
20pgssi bly “these”.
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since its is large--& has white spots on
the wings-- The claws are quite dark
--rather than dark brown-col or It hopped
into the basin of the scales--& | was sur-
prised to find that--it weighed only 1 Ib &
1 oz. It may be thin fleshed on ac. of
its broken w ng--but how |ight-bodied
these fliers are! It has no yellowiris
like the cat-ow --& has thin bristles about
its yellow bill--which the other has not.
It has a very smooth & handsone round
head--a browni sh-grey--

Solemity is what they express--fit repre-
sentatives of the night.

Dec. 18--58

Pmto \Wal den.

The pond is nmerely frozen a little about
the edges-- | see various little fishes
[ urking under this {?} thin transparent
ice close up to the edge or shorefsahere
the shore is flat--& water shoal --

V25t h
They are little shiners?? (with the dark | ongitu-
dinal stripe.) about 1 1/2 inches long {in} perch
& 1 pickerel about a foot |ong.
They are all a peculiar rich brown color seen thus through {the}?" ice--

The I ove to get up as close to the
shore as possi bl e--& when you wal k
al ong you scare themout. | cast

a stone on the ice over a perch 6 inches

long thinking only to stun it--but

201pgssi bly “thin”.
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1 killed it so. The ice is about 1 inch

2 thick. I notice that it is firmy

3 frozen to the shore--so that there

4 is norise and fall as when it was water

5 --or at least nothing equal to that--

6 but the ice has been cracked wth

7 a great many parallel cracks

8 6 inches to a foot fromthe shore-- Yet

9 ap. no water has oozed out {there}?%

10 Mnot tells how he used to |love to walk
11 t hrough swanps where great white

12 pi nes grew & hear the wi nd sough in

13 their tops. He recalls this now as he crouches
14 over his stove--but he adds that it was

15 dangerous, for even a small dead |linb

16 broken off by the wind & falling from such
17 a height would kill a man at once

18 Dec 20th

19 /1 Wal den is frozen over--except 2 smal
20 spots--less than 1/2 acre in all, in mddle
21 Dec 22

22 Pmto Walden-- | see in the cut near
23 the shanty-site quite a flock of F.

24 hi emal i s & gol dfi nches together on the

gg ///énow & weeds & ground. Hear the well

27 known {nmew} & watery twitter of the

28 last & the drier chilt chilt of the fornmer.
29 These burning yellow birds--with

202pgssi bly “these”.
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alittle black & white on their coat fl aps,
| ook warm above the snow - There
maybe 30 gol dfi nches--very brisk & pretty
tanme. They hang head downwards on the
weeds-- | hear of their coming to {pick}?* sun-
flowers seeds in Melvin's garden these days.
The pond is no nore frozen than on
the 20th | see where a rabbit has
happened across it in the slosh | ast night
--making a track larger than a man's ordinarily
is--
Dec 23
Pmto Eddy Bridge

Col der last night--Walden undoubtedly frozen #

at last--what was left to freeze

See a shrike on the top of an oak--
It sits still pluming itself. At first
when it was flying | thought it a hairy
woodpecker .

How perfectly at honme the nusquash
is on the river! And then there is an
abundance of cl ams--a whol e-
some diet for him to be had for the
diving for them | do not know that
he has any conpetition in this chase
unless it is an occasional otter.

The clams are a sizeable fish--&
intine of scarcity would not be con-

tenmpti bl e food for nan.

203pgssi bly “peck”
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Dec 24
Those 2 places in mddle of Wl den
not frozen over yet! Though it was
quite cold last night
See anot her shrike this pm-the
4th this winter! It |ooks nuch smaller
than a jay.
Dec 25
Pmup river on ice to FH. Pond

& across to Wal den- -

The ground is still for the npbst part

bare. Such a Decenber is at |east
as hard a nmonth to get thro’ as
Novemrber-- You come near eating your
heart now -.

{There is}?*“ a good deal of brown or
dark straw color in the | andscape
now- -esp. in the nmeadows--where
t he ranker grasses--many of them
un cut--still stand. They are bl eached
a shade or 2 lighter-- Looking from
the sun there is a good deal of warm
sun light in them | see where one
farmer has been getting this withered
sedge on the ice within a day or 2
for litter, in a meadow which had
not been cut-- O course, he could not
cut very cl ose.

The ice on the river is about half-

204A modi fied or struck out letter appears between what could be “There”and “is”.
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covered with light snow-it being drifted
thus as usual by the wind (On Wal den
however, which is nore sheltered the ice
is uniformy covered--& white) | go
running & sliding fromone such snow patch
to another. It is easiest wal king on the
snow whi ch gives a hold to ny feet--
--but I walk feebly on the ice-- It is so
rough that it is poor sliding wthal.

| see in the thin snow along by the
button bushes & willows just this side
of the Hubbard bridge, a new track

as if made by

to me--1oo0king {even}?® somewhat Hke” a row
of large rain drops--but it is the track
of some small aninmal. The separate
tracks are at nost 5/8 inch in dianeter
nearly round-- --& 1 3/4 to 2 inches apart
varyi ng perhaps 1/2 inches froma straight
line--thus {drawi ng} Sonetimes
they are 3 or 4 inches apart. The size
is but little larger than that of
a nouse--but it is never {draw ng} thus, or
i ke a nouse. Goodwin to whom | described
it--did not know what it could be.
-- The sun getting | ow now-say at 3 1/2
| see the ice green SE--

Goodwi n says that he once heard
a partridge strike a twig or linb in the

woods as she flew, so that she fell

205possi bly “ever”.
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& he secured her.

Goi ng across to Wal den--1 see that
t he fuzzy-purple wood grass--is now
bl eached to a dark straw col or--w t hout any
pur pl e.

I notice that a fox has taken pretty nuch
my own course--al ong the Andromeda ponds.
The sedge which grows in tufts 18 or
20 inches high there--is generally recurving
t hus {drawi ng} {draw ng}

| see that the shiners which Goodw n
is using for bait today--have no | ongitu-

di nal dark bar--or line on their sides--such
as those {m nows}2% of the 11th & 18th ult

had. Yet | thought that by the position

of their fins & the latter could not be {Hke}?>

banded m nnow.

Wal den at | ength skimed over | ast
night.--i.e, the 2 holes that remained open.
One was very near the mddl e & deepest
part--the other bet. that & the RR

Now that the sun is setting all its
light seems to gl ance over the snow
cl ad pond--& strike the rocky shore under
the pitch pines at the NE end-- Though
the bare rocky shore there is only a foot
or a foot & 1/2 high as | 1ook--it

reflects so much light that the rocks

206The letters of this word have been reformed or
27pPossi bly “the” with a long t-cross.

overw itten--somewhat

illegible.
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are singularly distinct--as if the hound
showed its teeth.

| staid®® |ater to hear the pond crack
--but it did not much. How ful
of soft pure light the western sky
now -after sunset! | love to see
the outlines of the pines against it.
Unl ess you watch it you do not know
when the sun goes down. It is like
a candl e extingui shed wi thout snoke.
A{moment} ago you saw that glittering
orb amd the dry oak | eaves in the ho-
ri zon--& now you can detect no trace
of it. In a pensive nood | enjoy
t he conpl exi on of the wi nter sky at

this hour.

Those smal | {sphagneous} nts in the Androneda

ponds are grotesque things. Being frozen
they bear--ne up |ike noss-clad rocks--
& make it easy getting thro the water-
brush.

But for all voice in that serene hour
--1 hear an ow hoot-- How gl ad
| amto hear him-rather than {the}?°%®
nost el oquent man of the age!

| saw af ar days ago--the ground
under a swanp white oak in the river meadow
quite strewn with brown dry galls about
as big as a pea--& quite round--1like a

smal |l fruit which had fallen fromit.

208pgssi bly “stand”.
2Reforned letters in this word.
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Dec. 26th

Pmto Jenny Dugan’s--

| wal k over the neadow above RR
bri dge--where the withered grass rises
above the ice--the river being low- | notice
that water has oozed out over the edge
of this ice or next the meadows edge on
t he west--not having come fromthe
river but evidently fromsprings in the
bank-- This thin water is turned to a slush
of crystals--as thick as nortar nearly--&
wi Il soon be solid ice

Call at a farmers this Sunday Pm where
| surprise the well-to-do nasters of the
house--1ounging in very ragged cl ot hes--(for
which they think it necessary to apol ogi ze)
and one of themis busying |laying the supper-
table (at which he invites ne to sit down
at last) bringing up cold {neat}?® from
the cellar--& a lunmp of butter on the end
of his knife--& making of the tea--by the
time his {nmother}?® gets honme from church--
Thus sincere & honely, as | amglad to
know, is the actual life of these New
Engl and nen--wearing rags indoors
t here, which would disgrace a beggar--
(and are not beggars {&} paupers
t hey who coul d be disgraced so) & doing

t he i ndi spensabl e work however hunbl e

210pgssi bly “meat s”.
21possi bly “brother”.
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How nmuch better & nore humane it was
than if they had inported & set up anopng
their penates a headless torso fromthe
ruins of Ireland! | amglad to find
that our New England life has a
genui ne humane core to it--that in-
side after all there is so little pretense
& brag. Better than that nmethinks is
the hard drinking & quarreling which we
nust allow i s not unconmon there.
The middl e aged son sits there in the
ol d unpai nted house--in a ragged coat
& hel ps his old nmother about her work--
when the field does not denmand him
Dec 27th

Talk of fatel How little one can know
what is fated to another! what he can
do & what he can not do. | doubt whether
one can give or receive any very pertinent
advise. In all inportant crises one can only
consult his Genius-- Though he {was}?!? the
nost shiftless & craziest of nortals, if
{he}?® still recognizes that he has any Genius
to consult, none may presume to go between
him & her. They, methinks, are poor stuff--&
creatures of a miserable fate who can
be advi sed & persuaded in very inportant
steps. Show me a man who consults
his genius, & you have shown ne a

man who cannot be advi sed.

212pgssi bly “were”.

213var ks above the letters in this word make it difficult to be sure of the letters.
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You may know what a thing costs or
is worth to you, you can never know
what it costs--or is worth to me.
Al the comunity may scream because
one man is born who will not do as
it does--who will not conform-
because conformity to himis death. He
is so constituted. They know not hi ng about
his case-- They are fools when they presune
%hi Mo
to advise¥%% The man of genius knows what
he is driving at--nobody el se knows- -
--& he al one knows when sonet hi ng cones

bet ween him & hi s object.

In the course of generations however nen

wi Il excuse you for not doing as they do--
if you will bring enough to pass in your
own way.

Dec 28th

Pmto Wl den- -
The earth is bare. | wal k about
t he pond | ooking at the shores--since
| have not paddl ed about it rmuch of
| ate years-- What a grand place for
a pronmenade! Methinks it has not
been so I ow for 10 years & many al ders
& are {left}?* dead on its brink. The high-
bl ue berry appears to bear this position--
alternate wet & dry--as well as any

shrub or tree-- | see winter berries still abundant
in one blue?®

214possi bly “hal f”.
25This line is squeezed in at bottom of page.
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That rocky shore under the P. pines

which so reflect the

i ght,

is only 3 feet

wide X 1 foot high--yet there even to day

the ice is nelted close to the edge--and just

off this shore the p
& sunny

ckerel are nost abundant.

This is the warm side to which any one--nmany

bird or quadruped woul d soonest resort in

cool weather-- | notice a few chi cadees

int

he sun

there in the edge of the pines--~lisping

& twittering cheerfully to one anot her

with a reference to nme | th
one a little further off utters the phebe note
cunning & innocent little birds. There

nk--the

is a foot nore or |ess of clean open water

at the edge here--& {seen of}?!*® this one

of these birds hops down as if glad to

find any open water at this season--& after

drinking--it stands in the water on

a stone up to its belly--& dips its head &

flirts the water about vigorously giving

itself a good washing. | had

not

suspected this at this season. No fear

that it will catch cold.

The ice cracks suddenly--with a shivering

jar--like crockery--or the brittlest materia

--such as it is. And

| notice as | sit here

at this open edge--that each tinme the

i ce cracks--though it

may be

a good

di stance off toward the mddle, the water here

is very much agitated-- The ice is about

{6}2'7 inches thick.

218pgssi bl y “seeing”;
217Possi bly “5”.

however,

a space appears in the mddle of the word.
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Aunt Jane says t

hat she was born

on Christmas day--& they called her a

Christmas gift--& renenbers hearing

t hat her aunt Hannah {Orrock} was

so disconcerted by the event that she

threw all the spoons out-doors, when

she had washed them or with the dish water.

Fat her says that

El i zabet h) were born

he & his sisters (except

n R chnmond Street

Bost on- - bet ween Sal em & Hanover streets--

on the spot where a bethel now stands--on

%hey had mi |k of a neighbor who used to drive his cows to & fromthe%

the I eft hand goi ng from Hanover street.
%comon every day. %

Dec

29th

Pm Skate to Israel Rice s--

I think nore of skates than of the horse or

| oconptive as anni hilators of distance,

for while | amgetting along with the

speed of the horse--|

have at the same

time the satisfactions of the horse & his

rider--& far nore adventure & variety

than if | were riding.

We never ceased

to be surprised when we observe how swiftly

the skater glides along. Just conpare

himwi th one wal ki ng or running. The

wal ker is but a snai

i n conparison--

and the runner gives up the contest

after a few rods. The skater can afford

to follow all the w ndings of a stream

& yet soon | eaves far

behi nd & out of
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sight, the wal ker who cuts across-- D stance
is hardly an obstacle to him

| observe that nmy ordinary track
like this {draw ng}
the strokes being 7 to 10 feet |ong
The new stroke is 18 or 20 inches one side of the ol d--

The briskest wal kers appear to be sta-

%rhe skater has w ngs--bal ance to%
tionary to the skater--
%is feet--%

Mor eover, you have such perfect control of
your feet--that you can take advant age
of the narrowest & nobst wi nding & sl oping
bridge of ice=in order to pass between the button
bushes & the open stream-or under a bridge on
a narrow shel f--where the wal ker cannot
go at all. You can glide securely within
an inch of destruction on this { }%® the nost
slippery of surfaces--nore securely than you
could wal k there perhaps on any other nmateri al
You can pursue swiftly the nost intricate
& wi ndi ng pat h--even | eapi ng obstacl es’
whi ch suddenly present thensel ves.

| saw on the ice off Pole brook
a small caterpillar curled up as usua
(over the mddle of the river)--but wholly
a light yell ow brown.

Just above S entrance to Farrar
Cut--a large hornets’ next 30 feet
high in a naple over the river--

Heavy Haynes was fishing 1/4 of a

mle this side of Hubbards Bridge

2187 yvertical stroke appears between “this” and “the”; possibly “&

11
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He had caught a pickerel --which
the man who weighed it told me (he

was ap. also {the}?® of Wn Wheelers--& |

the fish at the house where it was wei ghed

4 Ibs & 3 0oz. It was 26 inches |ong.
It was a very handsone fish-- Dark
yell ow & brown on the sides

brown above “becom ng at |ength al npst

a clean golden yell ow | ow down--with

a white abdonen--& reddish fins.

They are handsone fell ows--both the

pikes in the water & tigers in the jungle.

The shiner & the red-finned {m now} (a dace)

are the favorite bait for them

What tragedies are enacted under this

dunb icy platform-in the fields! Wat
an anxious & adventurous life the small
fishes must live--liable at any nonent
to be swallowed by the larger-- No fish
of noderate size can go sculling al ong
safely in any part of the stream-but
suddenly there may come rushing out this
jungle or that some greedy nonster &
gulp it down-- Parent fishes--if they
care for their offspring--how can they
trust them abroad out of their sight--
It takes so many young fishes a week
to fill the maw of this |arge one--

And the | arge ones! Heavy Haynes &

{conpany} are lying in wait for them

219%ppssi bly “that”.
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Jan 2d

Pmto diffs & Wal den- -

Going up the hill thro Stow s young oak wood-

land--1 listen to the sharp dry rustle of the
wi t hered oak | eaves-- This is the voice of the
wood now. It would be conparatively stil
respects

& nmore dreary here in other acceunts if
it were not for these | eaves that hold on--
It sounds like the roar of the sea--& is
enlivening & inspiriting |ike that--suggesting
how all the land is sea coast to the
aerial ocean-- It is the sound of the

the surf of an unseen Ccean
surf--"billows of air breaking in the
forest--like water on itself or on sand
& rocks-- It rises & falls--swells &
di es away--with agreeable alternation
as the sea-surf does. Perhaps, the
{l andsnman}?2° can foretell a storm by
it. It is remarkabl e how universa
these grand murnurs are--these back-
grounds of sound--the surf--the w nd
in the forest--water falls--&c which
yet to the ear & in their origins are
essentially one voice--the Earth

The breathing or snoring of the creature
voi ce-- ~The earth is our ship--&this is
the sound of the wind in her rigging as we
sail. Just as the inhabitant of Cape

Cod hears the surf ever breaking on its

shores-- So we countrynen hear this

220The second “a” in what appears to be “landsman”

is uncl ear.
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ki ndred surf on the | eaves of the forests

Regarded as a voi ce--though it is not
articulate--as our articul ate sounds

[but this is nearer a consonant sound]?*
are divided into (vowel s)”--Iabial s--dentals
pal at al s--si bil ants--mnutes--aspirates
& so this may be called folial or
frondal - - produced by air driven against
the | eaves & comes nearest to our sibilants
or aspirate.

The col or of young oaks of different
species is still distinct-but nore faded
& bl ended--beconm ng a nore {u}niform
br own.

%/ {Sept) %

M chaux % %ai d that white oaks oaks
woul d be distingui shed by their retaining
their leaves in the winter--but as far as
nmy observati on goes they cannot be
so distinguished-- Al {our} |arge oaks
may retain a few |l eaves at the base of
the lower |inbs & about their trunks--
t hough only a few-& the white o. {scarcely}
nore than the others--while the sane
trees when young are all alike thickly
clothed in the winter, but the |eaves
of the white oaks are the nost withered
& shrivelled of themall.

Wy do young oaks retain their |eaves

whil e ol d ones--shed them-why do they die

on the stem having sone life at the base

221Br ackets by T.
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222in the one case--while they wither through
at the base in the other case--? Is it be-
cause in the former case they have nore
H+fe sap & vigor?
There bei ng sone snow on the ground
can easily distinguish the forest on the nts
(the Peterboro’ Hills &) and tell which are forested,
those parts & those nts being dark |ike
a shadow - | cannot distinguish the forest

thus far in the sumrer--

The white pines & as | | ook down on them
fromthis hill--are now darker, as be-
cones the sterner seasons--like a frost bitten

appl e--a somber green--
VWen | hear the hypercritical quarrelling
about grammar & style--the position of
the particles & &c--stretching or contracting
every speaker to certain rules of theirs
--M Webster perhaps not having spoken
according to M. Kirkhams rule--1I
see that they forget that the first re-
quisite & rule is that expression shal
be vital--& natural --as much as the
voice of a brute--or an interjection--first
of all nother tongue--& |last of al
artificial or father tongue. Essentially
your truest poetic sentence is as free
& lam ess as a lanb’s bleat-- The gram
mari an i s often one who can neither cry

nor |augh--yet thinks that he can

222ppproxi mately si xteen lines of faint, indecipherable witing in T.’s hand appears
on a small separate piece of paper that has been inserted between this page and the

precedi ng page. This text has not been transcri bed.
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express human enoti ons.
So the posture masters tell you how you
shal I wal k--turning your toes out,
per haps, excessively--but so the beautifu
wal kers are not nade.
Medi aeval or |aw Latin seens to have
i nvented the word forest--not being satis-

fied with silva--nenus & Webster

makes it fromthe same root “L. foris,

Fr. hors, & the Saxon faran, to go, to depart.”

-- --The allied words “all express distance from

cities & civilization, & are fromroots expressing

departure or wandering”--as if this newer
termwere needed to describe those strange wld
woods furthest fromthe centers of civilization.
The earth--where quite bare--is now
& for 5 or 6 weeks--russet w thout any
lively red--not golden russet.
| notice on the top of the Ciffs that the
extremties of the snpboth sunac are generally
dead & withered--while those of the
whi ch are so downy
staghorn "~are alive. Is this a prevailing
di fference? Wi ch extends furthest north?
The outside bark scal es of sone |arge
p. pines in the mdst of the woods having
dropt off give a peculiar flatness
to the ridges as if it had been shaved
or scraped.

M not says that a fox will |ead

a dog onto thin{—}2%2 ice in order that

223gtruck out, indecipherable letters appear at the end of

“think”.

“thin”;

possibly fornerly
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he may get in. Te

a hound so--which

I s of Jake Lakin |osing

went under the ice

& was drowned bel ow the {holt}--was found

afterward by Sted.

Buttrick--his collar taken

off & given to Lakin. They used to cross

the river there {on—}??* the ice--going to nmarket

fornmerly.

Looking fromthe SWside of Wal den toward

Heywoods Peak before sunset--the brown

light on the oak

Having had rain within a few days--on the 4 or

eaves i s al nost dazzling.

Jan 3d

5 inches of snow there was--nmaking slosh of it--

wi thout nelting the hard frozen ground--the sl osh

& surface water have now frozen nmaking

it pretty good skating in the roads generally--

| wal ked to Acton--but m ght have skated

Il 1/2 or 2/3 the way.

Many of the clusters {of}??® the snpoth sunmac are

very

now a ~dark crinson

Jan 4th

A NE snow storm-or rather a N snow

storm- very hard

to face--

Pmto Walden in it. It snow s very

hard--driving al ong al nost horizontally--

falling but a foot or 2 in a rod-- Nobody is

in the street--or

t hi nks goi ng out

far except on inportant business = nost

roads are trackl ess-- The snow may be

now 15 to 18 inches deep-- As | go al ong

2The final letter
2pgssi bly “by”.

of this word has been struck out.

/1
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t he causeway--1 find it is one thing to go
south or fromthe w nd--another to face it
I can see through the storm-a house or

large tree only 1/4 of a mle--beyond al

Wods-- & single trees seen through this air

is white falling snow= "The surface of
the snow is in great waves whose ridges
run fromE to Wabout a rod apart or
generally less--say 10 feet--low & gentle

swel | s-- The {draw ng}??® small| p white pines

stand thus --- {drawing}?*’ the |ower branches

| oaded & bent down to the ground
whi |l e the upper are commonly
free & erect

But the p. pines near thrush alley are

the nobst interesting objects--for they hold rmuch

nore snow - The snow | odges on their plunes
& bending them down, it accumul ates nore

& nore on the angle generally at the base
of the several plumes--in little conica
heaps shaped somewhat |ike this {draw ng}??®
or {drawi ng} {drawi ng} differing ac. to the
nunber & position of the plunes-- They

ook as if a child had stuck up its el bow

under a white sheet-- Sone snal |

ones stand stiffly {upright}?® {drawi ng}?° |ike a

sol di ers pl ume- -

Several trees will be so fallen

226Dr awi ng ext ends one |ine above and one line below this line.
227Dr awi ng extends three lines below this |ine.

228Dy awi ng extends two lines below this |ine.
229possi bly “uptight”.

2%0Dr awi ng extends slightly above this line and one the line belowthis I|ine.

dark or bl ack
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toget her & interm ngl ed--that you do not
see themdistinctly.

At the sanme tinme--the | owernost--small

hori zont a

bl ack & dead "linbs--near the ground where
there is least wind & jar--(these al nost
exclusively--say for 6 or 8 feet up--are
covered with upright walls of snow 5 or
6 tines their own height--& zig zaggi ng
with themlike the wall of china--or Iike
great white caterpillars they lie along
t hem -these snowy sl oths--or rather
it is am labyrinth ef a sort of cob-
web- - of {broad} white--belts over the air--
Only a dimtw light struggles through
to this lower region--& the sight of these
snowy wal l's or |abyrinths suggests a
rare stillness--freedomfromw nd & jar--
If you try to stoop & wind your way {there}?3

you get your neck & ears full of snow -

{drawing}?? | cant drawit--

That is, for each dead

pi ne branch you have a thin flat

branch of snow resting on it--an exaggeration
of the former-- It is a still white labyrinth
of snowy purity--& you can look far into

its recesses under the green & snowy canopy
--a labyrinth of which perchance a rabbit

may have the cl ue.

| notice one p. pine about 3 feet high

so snowed up & its branches all drooping it | ooked

2lpgssi bly “their”.

2%2Thi s drawi ng appears partially in the left margin and extends down two |ines bel ow

this |ine.
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like a draped statue or a white-ant hill--
{drawing} In the woods the snow is often 2 feet
deep--& you nust wal k at a very
del i berate pace--if you would keep it up--
Still--the withered hoary gol den rods
(Chief. S. nenobralis) & asters (perhaps oftenest
A dunpsus) rise above the snow here & there
gray weeds sufficiently dry & everlasting-- The
oak | eaves--esp. the black oak |eaves
are very agreeabl e & whol esone col ors--
--the deeper the snow -the nore universa
the whiteness--the nore agreeable is this
col or.

Your breath causes the snowto turn to ice
in your beard--a shaggy mass of icicles it
it becones--which nakes you | ook--1ike
a man fromthe extreme north.

When it grew |l ate--the air being thick
& unelastic in this storm-1 mstook the
di stant sound of the | oconpotive whistle for
the hoot of an ow-- It was quite like it.

| see nevertheless a few tree sparrows
about - -1 ooki ng chubbi er than ever--their
feathers being puffed up--& flitting & {twittering}?®
merrily along the fence--

Turning north--the | arge rather noist
fl akes actually put out your eyes
& you nust nmanage to | ook through the
nmerest crack.

Even in the winds of the storm-I see {when}?*

23possibly “twitting”.
2%4possi bl y “where”.
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great clouds of fine snow roll down the

woodsi de--the wi nd shaking the snow from

the trees-- It | ooks like the vapor fromthe

| oconoti ve.

Jan 5th

As | see—a go over the causeway near the RR

bridge--1 hear a fine busy twitter & | ooking

up see a nuthatch--hoping al ong & about

a swanp white oak branch inspecting every

side of it--& as readily hangi ng head-

downwar ds, as standing upright--and then

it utters a distinct gnah as if to attract

a conpani on-- | ndeed that other

finer twitter seened designed to keep

some companion in tow-or else it was

like a very busy man talking to him

sel f. The conpani on was a single

chi cadee--which lisped 6 or 8 feet

of f-- There were perhaps no other

birds than these 2 within a quarter

of a mle-- And when the nuthatch

flitted to another tree 2 rods off the

chi cadee unfailingly followed.

Jan 6th

Pmto M Mles--

Near Nut Meadow Brook on the

Irving Ml es Road--I

see a flock of

snow buntings. They are feeding

excl usively on that

ragged weed which
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| take to be Roman wor m wood- -

Their tracks--where they sink in the snow

are very long--i.e. have a very |ong
heel -- thus {draw ng}
or sonetines alnobst in a single

straight Iine. They nmade water

where they went-- sharp rippling like a

vi brating spring. They had run about

to every such such?®-- |eaving distinct tracks

raying from& to themwhile the snow

i medi ately about the seed was so tracked

& pecked where the seeds fell, that
no track was distinct.
{draw ng}
% much nore tracked up%?®

M| es had hanging in his barn
alittle ow-(strix Acadi a?®’) which
he caught alive with his hands about
a week ago-- He had had freed it
to eat--but it died. It was a funny

l[ittle brown bird--spotted with white

7 1/2 inches long to the end of the tail--or

2%possi bl e “rush”
2%possi bly a caption for draw ng
27 Acadi a” altered from “acadi a”
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8 to the end of the claws--x 19 in al ar extent

--but not so long by considerable as a

robi n though nmuch stouter This one
%Nuttall says 3%
had 3 (not 2)%%white bars on its tail--but

no noticeable white at the tip. Its curving

feet were feathered quite to the extremty

(or tawny white)

of the toes--1ooking like whitish ~ nice--or

as when one pulls stockings over his boots.

As usual the white spots on the upper sides of the

wings are snaller & a nore distinct white--while

t hose beneath are rmuch | arger but a subdued

satiny white-- Even a bird' s wing has an

upper & under side--& the last admts

only of nore subdued & tender col ors--

Jan 9th 5923

At Sundown to Wal den- -

Standing in the mddle of WAl den

see with perfect distinctness the form&

outlines of the low hills which surround it

t hough they are wooded

N because they are quite white, being covered

with snow- Wiile the woods are for

the nost part bare or very thin | eaved.

| see thus the outline of the hills 8 or

10 rods back through the trees-2%°

{drawi ng} This | can never

do in the sumer when the | eaves are

thick & the ground is nearly the sane

color with them These white hills are

now seen as through a veil of stens

2%859: altered from“58”;
crossed out
2%f ol | owed by stray mark

downstroke added to | ower part of

“8” and top of

“ 811
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| mredi ately after the wood was cut off
this outline of course was visible at al
seasons--but the wood springing up
again concealed it--& now the snow
has come to reveal this lost outline.

The sun has been set some minutes
& as | | stand on the pond | ooking westward

sati ny

toward the twlight sky--a soft ~ |ight
is reflected fromthe ice in flakes here &
there like the Iight fromthe under side
of a birds wi ng.

It is worth the while to stand here
at this hour & ook into the soft
west ern sky--over the pines whose outlines
are so rich & distinct against the clear
sky. | amthe aminclined to neasure
t he angl e at whi ch pi ne bough neets
the stem That soft--still--cream col ored
sky--seenms the scene--the stage or field
fromsome rare drana to be acted on--
C. says the winter is the Sabbath of the
year. The perfect winter days are cold
but clear & bright

Jan 10t h

Pm up Assabet to Sam Barretsts?® Pond.

//Cold weat her at |east 8° this Am
This is much the col dest afternoon
to bear as yet--but cold as it is--

4 or 5°--at 3 pm- | see as | go

24second "ts

poss. mark on the copy, not manuscri pt
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round the Island--nmuch (steam or) vapor

bl owi ng {foan} & bare spaces in the river just bel ow

20 rods off. | see in the Island Wod

where squirrels have dug up acorns in

the snow-& frequently where they have
eaten themon the trees & dropped the

shel | s about on the snow.

Hem ock is still falling on the snow, I|ike

the p. pine-- The swanp white oaks

ap. have fewer |eaves--are less likely to have
any | eaves--even the small ones--than any

oaks except the chinquapin nethinks--

Here is a whol e wood of them above Pinxter
swanp--whi ch you may call bare

Even t he tawney(?) recent shoots of the
bl ack willow -where seen thickly & in
the sun along the river--are a warm
& interesting sight.

These gl eanming birch & al der & other
twi gs--are a phenonenon still perfect--
--that gossaner or cobweb |ike reflection--

The niddle of the river where narrow
as S side willow lIsland--is lifted up
with a ridge considerably higher than
on the sides-- & cracked broadly--

The alder is one of the prettiest of trees &
shrubs in the winter--it is evidently so
full of life with its conspicuous pretty

red catkins dangling fromit on al

sides-- It seens to dread the winter |ess

/1
/1

11
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than other plants-- It has a certain hey-
day--& cheery | ook--& less stiff than nost
& with more of the flexible grace of summer.
Wth those dangling clusters of red catkins
which it switches in the face of winter--
it brags for all vegetation. It is not
daunted by the col d--but hangs gracefully
still over the frozen steam
At Sam Barrett’'s Pond--where Joe
//Brown is now getting his ice-- | think I
see about 10 different freezings in ice
sone 15 or nore inches thick--Perhaps
t he successive cold nights night be
di scovered recorded in each cake of ice.
See, returning, am d the Roman
wor mwod in front of the Monroe
/I place--by the river half a dozen gol d-
finches feeding just like the sparrows--
How warm t heir yell ow breasts | ook
They utter the goldfinches watery twitter still.
| cone across to the road S of
the hill--to see the pink on the snow
clad hill at sunset--
About hal f an hour before sunset
this intensely clear cold eve--(thernoneter
at 5 6°) | observe all the sheets
of ice (& they abound everywhere now
in the fields) when I | ook from

one side about at rt angle with the
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suns rays--reflect a green |ight

This is the case even when they are in the shade
I wal k back and forth in the road

waiting to see the pink-- The w ndows

on the skirts of the village reflect the
setting sun--with intense brilliancy--a
dazzling glitter--it is so cold-- stand
ing thus on one side of the hill -- |
begin to see a pink light reflected fromthe
snow t here about 15 minutes before

the?*! sun sets-- This gradual |y deepens to
purple & violet in sone places--&

the pink is very distinct--esp. when after
| ooking at the sinmply white snow on

ot her sides you turn your eyes to the
hill. Even after all direct sun light

is with drawmn fromthe hill top, as well
as fromthe valley in which you stand,

you see, if you are prepared to discern
it--a faint & delicate tinge of purple

or violet there. This was in a very

clear & cold evening when the thernoneter
was 6°--.

This is one of the phenonena of the w nter
sunset-- This distinct pink Iight reflected
fromthe brows of snow clad hills on one side
of you as you are facing the sun.

The cold rapidly increases & it is 14°--
in the evening.

| hear the ground crack with a very | oud

21nossi bly later revision
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sound and a great jar in the evening & in

t he course of t
once
is N as |loud &

Act on?*? powder

he ni ght several tines. It
heavy as the expl osi on of the

mlls-- This cracking is heard

all over N. England at least this {night}.

Jan 11th

at 6 Am 22° & how nmuch nore | know

not - -ours having gone into the bul b--but

that is said to be the | owest.

Going to

Boston to day--1 find that the

cracking of the ground last night is the

subj ect of conversation in the cars--& that

it was quite general-- | see many cracks

in Canbridge &

Concord: It woul d appear

then that the ground cracks on the ad-

vent of very severe cold weather-- | had

not heard it before this winter. It was so

when | went to

M Far mer

Amherst a winter or 2 ago.?*
Jan 12th

brings me a hawk--which

he t hi nks has caught 30 or 40 of his

chi ckens since

sunmer --for he has | ost

so many--& he has seen a hawk like this

catch sone of t

seen this sane

hem - Thi nks he has
a long tine
one sitting ”~ upright on a

tree high or | ow about his prem ses--&

when it |ength

chi cken had str

a hen or this years

ayed far fromthe rest

it skimed along & picked her up without

22pcton: altered from*“acton” “A” witten over

243 n Decenber,

a
1856 (the ground cracki ng anecdote on the 19th)
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pausi ng & bore her off--the chicken not having

seen hi m approaching. He found this caught

by one leg & frozen to death in a trap which

he had set for mnk by a spring--&

baited with fish.

Thi s

nmeasures 19 x 42 inches &is ac. to WIson

& Nuttall--a young F. lineatus or red-

shoul der ed

hawk-- It m ght as well be
%cc to {Bird} { }mine is the old bird%

called red or rusty breasted hawk--%%

Nuttall says it lives on frogs--crayfish--

&c- - & does

he thought,

not go far N--not even to Mass.

Its note Kee-o00. He never

saw one soar--at least in winter.

Ac. to all accounts Wlson's F. Hemalis is the

old of this bird. for there is a remarkabl e

diff. bet old & young.

M ne agrees with Wlsons F. |lineatus

or the young. Except that the greater

Wi ng coverts & 2ndaries are hardly what |

shoul d cal

“pal e olive brown thickly spotted &c”

--but rather dusky brown sonmewhat indistinctly

barred with whitish (which is pure white on each

edge of the feathers) & edged with rusty--

that the shafts of the breast feathers are only dark

brown--that the tail is not quite black

but very dark brown--& is not “broadly tipped” wth

whi te, but

only with 1/4 inch of it--vent

not “pal e ochre” but white--legs & feet

hardly fine yellow-but dull greenish yell ow-Fenorals

are bright

rusty as the breast--

11
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It differs fromWIson's Wnter fal con
--which is considered by Audubon & Brewer
the sane as the lineatus as not having
what | should call a “tooth> in the upper
mandi bl e”-- --head sides of neck & hardly

“streaked with white”--above all prim

aries & exterior tail feathers not “brownish

orange” & tail not “barred alternately
with dark & pale brown”, its inner vanes?* &
coverts not “white”--& what is very inportant,
the breast & beneath is not “white”.

Since Nuttall nmakes it a southern bird
& it is not likely to come Nin the winter, it
woul d seemthat it breeds here--

Far mer 2*® says that he saw what he calls
t he common hen hawk--one soaring high
with ap. a chicken in its claws--while
a young hawk circl ed beneat h--when
former suddenly let drop the chicken--but
the young failing to catch--he shot
down like lightning & caught & bore off
the falling chicken before it reached the
earth.

Jan 13th

The cold spell is over & here this norning
is afog or mst--the wind if there
is any | think northerly--& there is built

out horizontally on the N side of every tw g

/1 & other surface--a very remarkable sort

of hoar frost--the f+e crystalized?®® fog--

244yanes: altered from*“varies”; interlined dot over

25Farmer] altered from*“F”
2%6crystalized: “t” is not crossed in ns

is cancel ed
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which is still increasing-- M Edwi n Mrton

was telling nme night before |ast of

a simlar

phenonenon witness in Central N. York

the fog of high lands or nts, crystalizing

inthis way & forming a white fringe or frost on

the trees even to 1 1/2 inches. This is already

full an inch deep on many trees & gets to

be much nore perhaps 1 1/2 even on sone in the

cour se of

the day-- It is quite rare here,

at least on this scale-- The m st |asts

all this day--though it is far fromwarm

(11°+ at 8 AmM & till noon on the 14th when

it becones rain--& all this tine there is

exceedingly little if any w nd.

| go to the river this nmorning & walk up it to see

the trees & bushes along it-- As the frost work

--(which is not thin and transparent like ice--

but white & snowl i ke--or between the distinctly |eaf

with veins--& a nere aggregati on of snow -

t hough you easily distinguish the distinct |eaves)

is built out NNward from each surface--

spreadi ng at an angl e of about 45°

{draw ng}

ie sone 20 odd each side {draw ng}

up the N --you nust stand

on the N side & | ook south at the

trees & when they appear except the |arge

[inbs & trunk--wholly of snow or frost

wor k- - mere ghosts of trees--seen softly against

the m st.

for a back ground--
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It is mist on mst.

The outline & character of each tree is
nore di stinctly exhibited--being exagger at ed- -
& you notice any peculiarity in the dis-
position o the twi gs-- Some el mtw gs
thus enlarged with snowy fingers are strikingly
regul ar & handsome t hen--

In the case of npbst evergreens {drawing} it anounts
to a very rich sugaring--being so firmy attached
--the weeping willow-seens to weep with nore
remar kabl e & regul ar ease than ever--& stands
still & white with thickened twigs--as if carved
in white marble. as al abaster?¥

Those trees, like alders, which have not grown
much t he past year--which had short irregular
twigs & the richest in effect. The end
of each alder twig is recurved®® where the drooping
catkin is conceal ed--on one side you see
the dark brown fruit--but on the N--that too
is conceal ed--can?®® see about 1/4 of a
mle through the mst & then |ater
is is sonewhat thinner the woods--The Pine
woods at a distance are a dark bl ue
col or.

Jan 14th
The fog--frosts & the fog conti nue--Though
consi derabl e of the frostwork has fallen.

This forenoon | wal k up the Assabet to

see it-- The hem ocks are perhaps

247as al abaster: possibly al abaster preceded by false start;

248recurved: possibly “secured”
29%pr eceded by ink bl ot

possi bly later revision
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a richer sight than any tree--such Christmas

trees, thus sugared, as were never seen-- On

side you see nore or |ess greenness--but when

you stand due — they are unexpectedly white

& rich.--so beautifully still--& when you

| ook under them-you see sone great

rock, or rocks, all hoary with the same--
dead

and a finer frost on the very fine » hem ock

twigs there & on hanging roots & tw gs---

quite like the cobwebs in a grist mll

& it inplies a stillness |ike that
{covered} with nmeal*--or it is like the |ightest
down gl ued on.

The birch for its outline & its nunerous
twigs is one use of the prettiest trees in this
dress--

The fog turns to a fine rain at
noon--& in the evening & night
it produces a glace which this
nor ni ng

Jan 15th
is quite handsone. |nstead of that
soft white faery-like nmantle of
down--with which the trees were thickly
powder ed-- They are now cased in a
coat of mail--of icy mail--built out
in many cases about as far fromthe
twig--with icy prom nences. {draw ng}

{drawi ng} Birches, tree tops, &

/1
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especially slender tw gged willows or
osiers are bent over by it--as they
were not by the snow white & |ight
frost of yesterday & the day before--
So that the character or expression of
many trees & shrubs is wholly altered
| mght not guess what the pollard

wi |l ow seen at nerricks shore, with
twi gs one or 2 years ol d--was--

{drawi ng} instead of {draw ng}

// The fog still continues through, &>°

succeedi ng®! to, the rain. The 3d day of
fog. The thernmometer at 7 1/2 or
8 Amis at 33°+
Jan 16t h

Pmto Wal den & thence via Cassandra
ponds to F. H & down river--

There is still a good deal of ice on
The N side of woods & in & about
the sheltered swanp. As we go S-
westward through the Cassandra hol | ows
toward the declining sun-- They | ook
successi vely--both by their form & col or--
l'i ke burnished silver shields--in the
m dst of whi ch we wal ked- -1 ooki ng
toward the set+ing°>> sun-- The whol e
surface of the snow-the crusting over

& of the ice--as yesterday--is rough

20t hr ough, & flourish across al
lsucceedi ng: altered from “sudceedi ng”;

P2get+ing:. possi bly “gHttering”

c

written over

“ du
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as if conmposed of hail stones half nelted

t oget her {drawi ng}

{draw ng}

This being the case, | noticed yesterday
when wal king on the river--that where there

was (little or) no snow & this rough surface

was accordi ngly dark--you m ght
have t hought that the ice was covered
with cinders, fromthe innunerabl e bl ack
points reflecting the dark water-- My
conpani on t hought that cinders
had fallen on that part of the ice

The snow which 3 quarters conceal s
the cassandra--in these ponds--& every
twig & trunk & bl ade of withered sedge
is thus covered or cased with ice--
and accordingly, as | have said, when
you go facing the sun, the holl ows | ook
like a glittering shield set round with
brilliants. That bent sedge in the
nm dst of the shield--each particul ar
bl ade of it being nmarried to an icy

wire 20 tinmes its size at | east
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shines |like polished silver

semcircles-- It

far nore splendid here yesterday before

any of the ice fel

rings or

must have been

of f--

No wonder my English conpani on says that our scenery is nore spirited than that of

Engl and.

The snow crust is rough with the

wreck of brilliants,

under the trees are

inch or 2 thick with them under many

trees (where they | ast several days)

When, this evening,

split

a ™ hickory stick--which was » slightly

t ook
very253

charred or scorched--but quite hot,

out of ny stove--

| perceived a strong

scent precisely like that of a burnt

or roasted wal nut.--as was nat u-

ral enough- -

That wonderfu
the 13th & 14 was too rare to be negl ect ed- -

succeeded as it was al so by 2 days of

Jan

18

gl aze- - but havi ng conpany |

hal f the advantage of

It was remarkable to have a fog for

it--

frost work of

| ost

4 days in midw nter--wthout w nd--

We had just had sudden severe cold

weat her & | suspect that the fog

was occasioned by a?®* warnmer air--

prob fromthe sea--comng into contact

253yery: followed by cancel ed fal se start

2% written over

“ ann
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with our cold ice & snow cl ad earth--

The hoar frost forned of the fog--was
such a one as | do not remenber on

such a scale. Ap. as the fog was coarser
& far?® nore abundant, it was whiter

| ess delicate to exam ne & of far greater
depth than a frost work formed of dew -
We di d not have an opportunity

to see howit would I ook in the sun

but seen against the m st or fog--

it was too fair to be renenbered--

the trees were the ghosts of trees appearing

in their wnding sheets--an intenser white
agai nst the {conparitively} dusky ground
of the fog. | rode to acton in the
afternoon of the 13--& | renenber--

t he wonderful avenue of these

faery trees which everywhere overarched ny
road. The elms fromtheir formé&

size were particularly beautiful-- As far
as | observed the frost-work was deepest
in the | ow grounds--esp. on the S al ba
there®6-- | learn fromthe papers that
thi s phenonenon prevailed all over

this part of the country--& attracted

the admiration of all. The trees

on Boston Conmon were clad in

the sane snow white livery with our

nmusket aquid trees--

25far: written over cancel ed nore {so}
2%t here: witten over “trees”

129



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

Per haps the nmost unusual thing about
this phenonenon was its duration
The air seened al nost perfectly still
the first day & I did not per-
ceive that the frosting | ost any-
thing--nay it evidently grew during
the first half of the day at |east--
--for it was cold at the same tine that
it was foggy.

Every one, no doubt, has | ooked with
delight, holding his face | ow, at
that beautiful frost work which
so frequently in winter nmornings is seen
bristling about the throats of every breath-
ing hole in the earth’s surface-- In this

made vi si bl e

case the fog--the earth’s breath, ™ was
in such abundance that it mnisted
all our vales & hills-- so the frost work
accordi ngly instead of being confined
to the chinks & crannies of the earth
covered the m ghtiest trees--so
t hat one wal ki ng beneat h t hem had
t he sane wonderful prospect & en-
vironment-- That an insect would
have in the forner case--

We, going al ong our roads, had such
a prospect as an insect woul d have making
its way through a chink in the earth

whi ch was bristling with hoar frost.
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That gl aze! | know what what

it was

by my own experience--it was the frozen breath

of the earth upon its

But to renenber

bear d.

still that frostwork--1 do

not know why it should build out northward

al one--white the twig is perfectly bare on the S side.

I s not the phenonenon el ectrical? You

m ght have gui ded yoursel f night or

day by observing on which side the tw gs

it was-- Closely exam
aggregation of thin fl

{dr awi ng} %’

ned it is a coarse

akes or |eafets.

Standing a little east or west of an

ever green--you saw consi der abl e of

its greenness--esp the 2nd day when nuch

had fallen--but in each case successively

you were agreeably di sappoi nted when

you arrived exactly north of the tree & saw

it to best advantage.

Take the nost rigid tree--the whol e effect

is soft peculiarly soft & spirit-like for there

is no nmarked edge or outline--

How

could you draw the outline of these snowy

fingers seen against the fog w thout ex-

aggeration. There is no nore a boundary line

or circunference that can be drawn, than a

2'This is one draw ng;

captions:

“Looking fromE or W and “Cross section of a twi g”
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di ameter. Hardly could the N E

Farnmer drive to market under these

trees without feeling that his

sense of beauty was addressed--

He woul d be aware that the phe-

nonenon cal |l ed beauty was becone

visible if one were at

| ei sure or

had had the right {cuture} to ap-

preciate it. A®® nmiller with whom

| rode--actually remarked on the

beauty of the trees. Had a farmer

inall sincerity

told me » that having occasion to go

i nto Wal den woods in his sleigh--he

t hought he never saw anything so beau-

tiful inall hislife--&if there had been

nmen there who knew how to wite about

it, it would have been a great occasion

for them

Many tinmes | thought that

ticular tree--comonly an el m-under

which | was wal ki ng or

only one like it in the country--it would

riding--were the

beworth a journey across the continent

to see it. Indeed | have no doubt

t hat such journeyi es woul d be undert aken

on hearing a true account of

But instead of being confined to th+s a

it.

single tree this wonder was as cheap

& commpn as the air itself--

258A: altered from*“In”;

“ Aﬂ

Every man’ s

witten over

if the par-

“IH
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woodl ot was a miracle & surprise to
him-& for those who coul d not go
so far there were the trees in

the street & the weeds in the yard--

It was rmuch like (in effect) that
snow that | odges on the fine dead tw gs
on the lower part of a pine wood--resting

commonl y
there in the twilight ~ only till it has done
snowi ng and the wind arises-- But in this?®
case it did not rest on the tw g--but
grew out fromit horizontally--and it was
not confined to the | owest tw gs but covered
the whol e forest & every surface--

Looki ng down the street you m ght say
that the scene differed fromthe ordinary one
as frosted cake differs froﬁ!ilgread. In
some woods you m ght suspect that it
was the work of enchantment-- Sone na-
gician had put your village into a crucible &
it had crystalized thus. The weeping wllow
with its thickened tw gs--seened nore pre-
cise &regularly curved than ever--and as
still as if it were carved of al abaster.

The mapl es--with their few | ong shoots--

were rather set & still.

It was remarkabl e that when the fog was

alittle thinner so that you could see the pine

woods a mle or nore off--they were

a distinct dark blue--

2%t his: altered from“the”; “I” witten over “e”

and

“ SH

added
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If any tree is set & stiff--it was now nore
still--if airy & graceful--it was now
nore graceful -- The birches esp. were a
great ornanent--
As usual in the winter--where a stone
rock?®? rises above the ice--it was a nere
hill ock covered with a white counter-
pane--& often where one end--perhaps
t he hi gher--of the rock was bare on one side
it |looked |ike a seal or walrus slowy lifting
itself above the surface or resting there.
One suggested a bon-fire under the el ns
in the street at night.
Pm up Assabet to Bridge
2 or nmore inches of snow fell |ast night--
In the expanse this side Mantatuket Rock
| see the tracks of a crow or crows in and
about the button bushes & willows-- They have
tranpl ed & pecked rmuch in some spots under
the button bushes where these seeds are stil
left & dibbled into the snow by them It
woul d seemthen that they eat them The
only other seeds there can be there are those
of the mkania--for | |ook for them
You will see a crows track beginning in
the mddle of the river--where one alighted
| notice such a track as this where one

alighted {drawing} & ap. stuck its

260rock: altered fromrocks; “s” added and then crossed out
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spread tail into the snow-at the same

time with its feet-- | see afterward where

awing' s quills have marked the snow

much |ike a partridge’ s-- The snow is

very light--so that the tracks are rarely

di stinct--& as they often advance

by hops {drawi ng} some m ght

mstake it for a squirrels or mnk’'s

track. | suspect that they cane

here yesterday after nmi nnows--when the

fi shernen were gone--& that has brought

them here today in spite of the snow- They evi-

dently | ook out sharp for a norsel of fish.
| see where by the red mapl e above

Pi nxter swanp they have picked over

dar k (from button bush &t+—see—also—ahyperiet)

the fine » greenish noss *& the | eaves whi ch
had formed a squirrels nest--knocking it
down on to the river--& there treadi ng about
& pecking a small piece--ap. for sone
wornms or insects that were in it--as if
they were hard pushed.

| ampretty sure to find tracks under the
| ast nanmed bank--in the edge of these |ow
swanp white oak wood--either of rabbits
or mce--crows or fox-- The 2 former
general |y keep cl ose under the bank--as
the safest beat for them-but sone
times | see where they hopped across the

river several tinmes last night--& 1 can im
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agi ne how shyly they | ooked back fromthe

The mce--occasionally hop out a rod %& back%
nmaki ng a semcircle--nore rarely quite across

opposite side--

In nmy wal k of the 16th |

noticed that

al rost all the way--after |eaving the

RR--til

Hubbard’ s Bri dge

of a fox.

with it

| reached the hi ghway near

was on the track

My beat was nearly identica

(or there?! may have been several)

--lengt hwi se through the Cassandra ponds

& hol |l ows--by the | owest & nbst open path

--along the narrow grown up hil

to Pl easant

side path

meadow- - & just along the

edge of the button bushes--visiting every

musquash house & crossing the river from

tinme to tine.

cooper’s shore,

made for

notice in md stream opposite the

wher e an openi ng has been

i ce sonme 18 +nehes square--&

f eet

has not frozen over again--but the

water is seen passing with a swift current

& di sappearing quickly under the thin

edge of the newly formed ice--1I

notice

one of those fine unaccountabl e cobweb-

like lines--nearly straight through undu-

lating--stretched fromside to side of this

openi ng--about 8 inches fromthe edge of

the ice

first as if the water,

ice was higher--in fact heaped up

on the | ower side.

261t her e:

altered from*“they”;

It

| ooked at

y
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at that point on ac. of the obstruction

which the |ower side offered--& that it

t hen suddenly descended & passed under the thin
edge of the newly fornmed ice. The ridge of

the watery damwas a narrow light line--& there
were on the upper side parallel with it

8 or 10 other light lines or ripples alternating

with dark--within the breadth of 3 or 4 inches--
growing less & | ess distinct

AN & on the | ower side there was a sudden sl ope (ap.

to the |l evel of the water bel ow)--about 1 inch wide

{drawi ng}?®? It was remarkable that the
current & all that it carried
with it--passed incessantly al ong
t hrough & over these lines with-
out in the least disturbing them-
or rather breaking them-only producing that
| describe it as it appears.
slight undul ati on. 2%
| ar ge

O the ~ black oaks on the N bank near
Prescott Barrets--sone are quite bare--
ot hers have about as many | eaves on their | ower
parts as a white oak-- The swanp white
oaks opposite are all bare.

| notice in 2 places where a nusquash
has been out on the snow covered ice--&
has travell ed about a rod or less |leaving the
sharp mark of its tail

To- day--an average w nter day--

I notice no vapor over the open part of the

river below the Island. (as | did the very cold

262Cgption within drawi ng reads “ice”

11

263Here, T describes what woul d becone known as the "D-line" phenonenon, discussed in

fuller detail in RS. MDowell and C.W MCutchen

"The Thor eau- Reynol ds Ri dge, a

Lost and Found Phenonenon," Vol 172, |ssue 3986 (Science 28 May 1971): 973. See al so

J8, p. 174.
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pmof the 10th). The air & water are
prob. now too nearly at the sane tem

perature. That then, in the winter is a

phenonenon of very col d weat her.
Wednesday Jan 19th 59--

Pmto G eat Meadows via Sl eepy Hol | ow

It is aremarkably warmstill &
pl easant Pmfor winter--& the
wi nd, as | discover by nmy handkerchi ef--
S westerly. | noticed | ast night just
after sunset a sheet of mackere
sky far in the west horizon--very finely
imbricated & reflecting a coppery gl ow -
& again | saw still nmore of it in the east
this nmorning at sunrise--& now at
3 1/2 Pmlooking up | perceive that
al nost the entire heavens are covered
with a very beautiful mackerel sky.
This indicates a peculiar state of the at-
nosphere-- The sky is nmost wonderful ly
& beautifully nottled with evenly distributed
cl oudl et s--of indescribable variety--yet
regularity in their form-suggesting
fishes scales--with perhaps small fish bones
thrown in here & there-- It is white in the midst,
or nost promnent part of the scal es passing
into blue in the crannies. Sonething

like this blue & white nottling mnethinks
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a
i s seen on the nackerel & has suggested

% s not the peculiar prospect of the tine |ost sight of by this meteorol ogist% V Feb. 28

59264
the nane.” It is a luxury for the eye

torest onit. Wuat curtains--what tapistry

to our halls--! Directly overhead, of course,
appear
the scales or cloudlets are | arge & course--
a testudo

while far on one side toward the horizon
It is as if we were marching to battle with a shield * over our
they appear very fine--~ | thus see a flock
of small clouds, |ike sheep, sone 20 niles
in diameter--distributed with wonderful regulari-
ty. But they are being steadily driven to sone
new pasture--for when | | ook up an
hour afterward not one was to be seen--&
sky was beautifully clear--
The form of these cloudlets--is by the way--like or

waves --of ripple marks on sand--op.
akin to that of » small drifts waveli ke on the surface

of snow-& to the first small openings in the
ice of the the md. stream
| look at a few scarlet & black oaks this Pm
sone
Qur largest scar. O (by the Hollow) ~ 3 feet diam at
has nore | eaves
2 feet fromground--~ than the | arge white oak
cl ose by--(which has nore than white oaks generally)
As far as | observe today--the scar. O has nore
| eaves now than the bl ack oak--.
{drawi ng} gathered a scar. O acorn of this
form-with distinct fine dark stripes
or rays--such as a Q ilicifolia has--
By the swanp between

the Hollow & Peters | see the tracks of a crow--

or crows-- Chiefly in the snow 2 or nore inches deep

2%4gseparated fromtext by a pencil line

heads- -

11
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on a broad frozen ditch where nud has
been taken out-- The perpendi cul ar sides
of the ditch expose a foot or 2 of

sooty
dark ~ mud which had attracted the
crows-- & | see where they have wal ked
al ong beneath it & pecked it. Even here
al so they have alighted on any bare spot
where a foot of stubble was visible or
even a rock. \Were we wal ked yest erday
--1 see notwithstanding the effect of the sun
on it--not only the foot tracks--but
the distinct inpression of its tail where
it alighted--counting distinctly 11 (of
prob 12") feathersy about 4 inches of each
t he whol e mark being some 10 inches w de
& 6 deep or nore like a semcircle than
t hat of yesterday. The same

crow-or one of the sanme has cone

agai n today--& the snow being sticky this

war m weat her--has left a very distinct
track- - serre—2—r The width of the

whol e track is about 2 3/4 inches--length

of pace about 7 inches--length of their

track some 2 inches (not including the nails)
but the mark nade in setting down the

foot & withdrawing it is in each case sone
15 or 18 inches long--for its hind toe nakes
a sharp scratch 4 or 5 inches |ong--before

it settles--& when it lifts its foot again
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it makes 2 other fine scratches with
its mddle & outer toe on each side--
the 1st some 9 inches long the 2nd 6.
The inner toe is comonly close to the mddle
one-- It makes a peculiar curving
track--(or succession of curves)--stepping round
the planted foot each tinme with a sweep
t hus
{draw ng}
you would say that it toed in decidedly & wal ked
feebly-- It must be that they require
but little & glean that very assi duously.
The sweet fern retains its serrate

term nal | eaves--

Wal ki ng along the river eastward-- | notice

that the twigs of the Black w || ow -nmany
of which were broken off by the late gl aze
only break at base—-&oglgn i nch hi gher up
bend wi t hout breaking.

I ook down the whole | ength of the
nmeadow to Ball’s Hill & In a stil
warmwi nter day |ike this--what warnth
in the withered oak | eaves--! Thus far away
m ngled with pines--they are the warte+r redder
for the warnth & the sun. At this season
we do not want any nore col or.

A mle off | see the pickerel fisher

returning fromthe holt--taking his way across

the frozen neadows before sunset--

/1
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toward his hut on the distant bank--
I know him-(looking with ny glass) by
the axe over his shoulder with his basket
of fish & fish Iines hung on it--& the
tin pail of mnnows in his hand-- The
pail shines brightly nore than a
mle off rAthe—s reflecting the setting
sun. He starts early--know ng how
qui ckly the sun goes down.
this warm eve

To night | notice ™~ that there is much
green in the ice--when | go directly
fromthe sun. There is also considerable
when | go directly toward it--but nore
than that a little one side--but when
I look at right angles with the sun
see none at all. The water (when open)
is also green.

| see a rosy tinge |like dust on
the snow when | | ook directly toward
the setting sun--but very little on the
hills. Methinks this pink on snow
(as well as blue shadows) requires a clear
cold eve. At |east such were the 2
eves on which | sawit this winter--

Conming up the street in the twlight
it occurs to nme that | know of no
nor e agreeabl e object to bound our
vi ew | ooki ng outward through the

vista of our elmlined streets--than
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the pyramidal top of a white pine forest

in the horizon. Let them stand so near at

| east .
Jan 20t h
%A 2nd reasonably pleasant day |i ke the |ast%
Pmup river-- | see a large Wite

oak perfectly bare

Among 4 or 5 pickerel in a “well” on the
river | see one with distinct transverse bars
as | 1 ook down on its back--not quite across
t he back--but plain as they spring fromthe
side of the back-- Wile all the others
are uniformy dark above. |I|s not the ;
former E. fasciatus? There is no marked
difference when | |ook at themon their
si des.

| see in various places on the ice & snow
this very warm & pl easant afternoon a kind
of nosquito--perhaps--a feeble flyer--

v. bottom

conmonly resting on the ice.
The green of the ice & water begins to be visible
about 1/2 hour before sunset-- Is
it produced by the reflected blue of the sky--
mngling with the yellow or pink of the setting
sun?

VWhat a singular elenment is this water?
go shaking the river fromside to side at each
step--as | see by its notion at the few

hol es.

| learn fromJ. Farmer that he saw

%/ %

/1

11
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today in his woodlot--on renoving the bark
of a dead white pine an imense quantity

of nmosquitoes moving but little in a cavity
bet. the bark & the wood--nade prob by sone
ot her insect-- These were prob. like mne--
There were al so wasps & what he calls |ight-
ni ng- bugs there.

Jan 21st
with some fog--high wind in the night

/1A January Thaw- " occasioned as yet

wind still S--
whol Iy by warm weat her, wi thout rain

The | ast 2 days have been remarkably

pl easant & warmwi th a southerly w nd--

& last night was ap. warmer yet--(l think
it was 46°+ this nmorning) & this norning

| am surprised to see much bare ground &
i ce--where was snow | ast evening--& though
| ast eve it was good sleighing & the
street was not wet at all--though the
snow was noist--now it is alnmost entirely
bare ice--except for the water-- The
sluices are nmore than full--washing

like mll-streams on each side the

way--& after stretching in broad | akes
across the street-- It is the worst or
wettest of wal king requiring India rubber
boots--Great channels 8 inches deep

& a foot or nore wi de are worn

in the ice across the street--revealing

a pure clear ice on the sides contrasting
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with the dirty surface-- | do not remnenber
so sudden a change the effect of warnth
wi thout rain-- Yesterday Pmit was safe
sl eddi ng around al ong the river side--
on the ice--Hubbard was doi ng so--
& | saw at the bridges that the river
was some 8 inches lower than it had
been when it froze--the ice adhering to the
piers so—eh & all hold up there so
nmuch hi gher than the surrounding
surface-- & now it is rapidly rising
& the river is forbidden ground.
It is surprising how suddenly the slunbering
snow has been nelted--& with what a rush
it now seeks the | owest ground on al
sides. Yesterday in the streets and fields it
was all snow & ice & rest--nowit is
chiefly water & notion.
Yesterday afternoon | wal ked in the nmeerely
noi st snowtrack of sleds & sleighs--while
all the sides of the road & the ditches rested
under a white mantle of snow. This norn-
ing | go picking my way in rubbers through
broad puddl es on a slippery icy bottom stepping
over small torrents which have worn channel s
6 or 8 inches deep--& on each side rushes
past with a loud murmer streans |arge
enough to turn a mll--occasionally spreading
out into a sizable mll pond.

It begins to rain by afternoon--& rains nore
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or less during the night. Before night
| heard of the river being over the road in

one pl ace--though it was rather |ow before

Saw Mel vin buying an extra quantity of shot
nmusquash shooting tonorrow.

Jan 22d
Ap. the wind S 2 or 3 days--or thernoneter
so | ong above 40°+ will make a freshet
if there is snow enough on the ground.
8 1/2 Am Go to the river side. It
%Hear Melvin' s gun%
is over the neadows. The thick white ice
of—the is seen lifted up & resting over the
channel several rods fromthe present
shore on the high bank side--
As | stand there | ooking out to that

white ice, about 4 rods distant, (at ny

boats place) | notice countless narrow

light lines, 1/3 inch wide, in or on the very

thin dark half-cenented ice (hardly so thick
as pasteboard) which has forned since

m dni ght on the surface of the risen water
between the old ice & the shore. At first

| thought that these light lines were

cracks in that thin ice or crystallizations
(I't is now 34°+) occasi oned, perhaps, by the
mere rising of the water. But observing
that some of them were peculiarly neandering
returning on thensel ves | oop-w se-- | | ooked
at themnore attentively--& at length

| detected at the inner end of one such |ine

about a rod fromne
a small black speck-- ~ Suspecting this

in anticipation of the freshet &
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to be a caterpillar--1 took steps to ascertain

if it were, at any rate, a living creature, by dis-

covering if it were in notion. |t appeared to

nme to nove, but it was so slowy--that |

could not be certain until?® se | set up a stick on the

shore--or referred it to a fixed point on the ice--

when | was convinced that it was a caterpillar slowy

craw ing toward the shore, or rather to the willows--

Following its trail back with nmy eye | found

that it canme pretty directly fromthe edge of the

old or thick white ice about (i.e. fromwhere
surface of the

the ~ flood touched its sloping surface) toward the

willows fromNE to SW& had come about 3 rods

Looking nore sharply still | detected 7 or 8

such caterpillars within a couple of square rods

on this crystallization each at the end of

its trail & headed toward the willows--in exactly

the sane direction. And there were the distinct

trails of a great many nore which had

reached the willows or disappeared el sewhere.

These trails were particularly distinct when |

squatted | ow & | ooked over the ice--reflecting

nore |ight then. They were generally pretty direct

toward the shore--or toward any clunp of

willows if within 4 or 5 rods-- | saw one

which lead to the willows fromthe old

ice some 6 rods off--slowy as they craw ed

this journey must have been nmade within

a few hours--for undoubtedly this ice was

formed since mdnight. Mny of the lines

265“until” added
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were very meandering--like this
{drawi ng} &
ap. began & ended within the thin
i ce-- There was not enough ice to support
even a caterpillar within 3 or four feet
of the shore--for the water was still rapidly
rising & not now freezing. & | noticed
no caterpillars on the ice within severa
feet--but with a long stick | obtained
quite a nunber. Anpong them were 3
ki nds Prob the commonest were ;Sgwal
flat (beneath) black one with a dark
shel | head & body consisting of numerous
5.5 ps forward
rings--like dark velvet 4 or 5/8 inch long ™ --
--2d a black catter pillar about sane
| ength--covered with hairy points or tufts
remi nd me sonewhat of that kind | see on
the black willows which is larger & partly yell ow -
fuzzy
3dly are all browmnm ~ & 6 or 7/8 inch |ong--
The last lay at the bottom but was alive
Al curled up when | rescued them
There were al so many snall brown
grass hoppers (not to nention spiders of
various sizes & snow fleas) on the ice but
none of these left any perceptible track
These tracks thus distinct were quite
There was certainly one for each foot of
i nnurrer abl e-- many thousands? within half

a dozen rods--1leading commonly fromthe

channel ice to or toward the?® shore or

266t he: possi bly erased

shore
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a tree--but sonetines wandering paralle

to the

shore-- yet conparatively few of the caterpillars

were now to be seen-- You would hardly

bel i eve that there had been caterpillars enough

then to | eave al

a tine.

It may be a question how did they come on the

these trails within so short

channel ice-- | assune that they were evidently

drowned out of the meadow grass by the rise of

i.e. if there is sufficient thawto lay the ground bare
the water ™ (as the musquash are--which |

now hear one shooting froma boat)--& that they

(either swam or) were washed onto that channe

ice by the rising water--(while probably others

wer e washed yet higher up the bank or

?

nmeadow

& were not obliged to nake this journey) & so

as soon as the water froze hard enough to

bear they comenced their slow journey

toward the shore

| ooki ng obj ect

r ods.

or any other dark terrestrial

like a tree within half a dozen

It first | thought they left a trail because

the ice was so very thin & watery--but perhaps the

very slight snow that whitened the ground a little,

nelted on it.

Possi bly some were washed

from adj acent fields & neadows into the

river--for there has been a great wash

a torrent of water

these fields to the river.

has rushed downward over

There was perhaps a current setting for the

shore toward the m ddl e which fl oated them

out.

How is it when a river

is rising?

had
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24
At any rate wthin sefre—6 hours probabhy

this freshet has invaded the Broadways
or lower streets of the caterpillar towns--
& within some 6 hours probably--these in-
nuner abl e j ourneys have been perfornmed by w ecked
caterpillars over ﬁemﬂy formed ice bridge--
in our town al one

nore such adventurers ~ than there are hunmans
living in the U S--&their trails are there to be
seen every one of them Undespairing caterpillars
determ ned to reach the shore. What risks they
run who go to sleep for the winter in our
river meadows!

Perhaps the insects canme up fromtheir
winter retreats in the roots of the grass in
such warm & sunny days as we have
had--& so are the nore washed away- -
& al so became food for crows which
as | noticed explore the snallest bare
tufts in the fields.

I notice where a nusquash has lately
swum under this thin ice, breaking it
hear & there--& his course for many rods

conti nuous

is betrayed by a ~ row of nunerous white
bubbl es as big as a ni ne-pence under the
ice. J. Farmer tells nme that
he once saw a nmusquash rest 3 or 4 mnutes
under the ice--with his nose agai nst the

ice--in%” a bubble of air about ef an inch in

di aneter, & he thinks that they can draw

267 n: possi bly cancel |l ed
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air through the ice & that one could
swi m acr oss Nagog pond under the ice.

I think that the greater part of the
caterpillars reaching the few feet of the open
wat er next the shore--must sink to the bottom -
& perhaps they survive in the grass there-- A few
may crawl up the trees. One which | took off the
bottom was alive.

A freshet, then, even in md winter, is a nbost nomentous
event to the insect world

Perhaps the caterpillars, being in the water,
are not frozen in, but crawl out on the ice
& steer for the land from wherever they may be.

Ap. those which started fromthe edge
of the channel ice rmust have been drifted
there either by the current or w nd--because
they could not have risen directly up to it from
the bottom-since it slopes toward the shore
for a rod under water. It is remarkable that
the caterpillars know enough to steer for the
shore though 4 or 5 rods off.

| notice that the river thus braking up in
this freshet--this body of ice over the channe
cracks?® on each side near the line
of the willows, a little outside of them 2 great
maki ng many a jounce or thankee marm for the skater when all is frozen again
rents showi ng the edge & thickness of the ice, » while
between themthe ice of the channel is lifted up
| evel --whil e outside these rents the ice slopes

downward for a rod the shore edge stil

268cracks: preceded by cancel ed fal se start
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fastened to the bottom-i.e. the fuller tide
rushi ng downward--lifts up the nmain body
of the ice cracking it on each side of the
channel , the outside strips remaining
attached to the bottom by their shore edges
& sloping upward to the rents-- So that
the freshets runs through & nearly overfl ows
there 2 strips creeping far up the bank or
over the nmeadows on each side.

Pm | see many caterpillars on the ice stil
& those glowwormlike ones. | see severa
of the black fuzzy (with distinct tufts) catter-
pillars, described above,tgﬁ open water next the
shore--but none of themis noving--

Also in the water common small bl ack crickets
(are alive) & other bugs (comonly alive)
whi ch have been washed out of their winter
quarters.

And in the fields generally--exposed on
bare hard ice--The snow bei ng gone &

nore than half the earth bare--are a

great many--caterpillars (still 22 another

many naked & fish wormcolor 4 to 6 inches |ong

ki nds than yet described ) & those gl ow worm
i ke ones (sone nore brown) or they
have evi dently been washed out of their
retreats in the grass by the great flow

& left on the ice
of water--”~ They nust afford abundant

food birds. Crows which fared hard 10

days ago--nust fare sunptuously now

269« 2» - added
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This will account for their tracks which
| saw the other day leading to every little
bare shaft or exposed tuft of grass--those
war m days. Perhaps the caterpillars &c
craw forth in sunny & warm days in md-
W nter--when the earth is bare--& so supply
the birds--& are ready to be washed away by
a flow of water!
| find thus a great variety of living insects
now washed out. 4 kinds of caterpillars,
& al so the glowwormlike creature so conmon- -
grasshoppers--crickets--& many bugs--not to nention
the nosquito-like insects (which the warm weat her
has called forth--flying feebly just above the ice & snhow
a foot or 2.) spiders & snow fl eas.
A sudden thaw is then a great relief to
crows & other birds that nmay have been put
toit for food. Their larders are now over stocked.
Can that glowwormlike creature, so com
non on the ice by the river side in the fields now, -- be
the female of the lightning-bug? It is about 1/2 inch ?
x 1/11 inch w de
| ong-- ~ dusky reddi sh brown above, |ighter beneath--
with a small black flattish head & about 4 223{} ant ennae
--6 legs made the forward part of the body--which | ast consists
of 12 ring-like segments There is one row of mnute
light colored dots down the m ddl e of the back. &
perhaps (?) others fainter on the side.
Many are out in boats steering outside

the ice of the river over the newy fl ooded nmeadows- -

shoot i ng nusquash-- Cocks crow as in spring--
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The energy & excitenent of the musquash
hunter even--not despairing of |ife, but
keepi ng the same rank & savage hol d

on it that his predecessors have for

SO many generations--while so many

are sick & despairing--even this is
inspiriting to ne-- Even these deeds of
death are interesting as evidence of life--
for life will still prevail in spite of

all accidents. | have a certain faith

t hat even musquash are imortal & not

born to be killed by Melvin's double B (?) shot.

Met hi nks the breadth of waves--whet her
in water--or snow-or sand--or vapor--
(in the mackerel sky) is determ ned generally
by the force of the wind or other el enent
striking the water &c-- It depends on how
much water &c the wi nd has power to displace

The musquash hunter (last night) with
his increased supply of powder & shot--and
boat turned up somewhere on the bank--now
that the river is rapidly rising--dreaning of
his exploits today in shooting nusquash- - of
the great pile of dead rats that will weigh
down his boat before night--when he wll
return wet & weary & weat her beaten to his
hut with an appetite for his supper--& for
much sl uggi sh (punky) social intercourse

with his fell ows--even he dark- - dul
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and battered flint as he is--is an inspired
man to his extent nore--perhaps the nost
inspired by this freshet--of any--& the
Musket aqui d neadows cannot spare

him There are poets of all Kkinds--&
degrees--little known to each other-- The

| ake school is not the only or the principa

one-- They | ove various things--sone |ove beauty

& sone | ove rum-sone go to Rone &

sone go a-fishing & are sent to the house

of correction once a nonth-- They keep up
their fires by nmeans unknown to ne. | know
not their com ng & goings. How cgn tel

what violets they watch for? I know them
wild & ready to risk all when their nuse in-
vites. The npbst sluggish will be up early
enough then--& face any anount of wet

& cold. | neet those gods of the river &
woods with sparkling faces (like apollo’s)
late fromthe house of correction--it may be
carryi ng whatever mystic & forbidden bottles
or other vessels conceal ed--while the

dull regular priests are steering their

parish rafts in a prose wood.

VWhat care | to see galleries full of representatives

of heat hen gods--when | can see actua

living ones--by an infinitely superior artist--

wi t hout perspective tube.

If you read the Ri g veda--ol dest of

155



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

books as it were--describing a very prini-
tive people & condition of things--you
hear in their prayers of a still ol der
nore primtive & aboriginal race--

in their mdst and roundabout--warring

on them-& seizing their flocks & herds-2?7
--infesting their pastures-- Thus is it in
anot her sense in all comunities--&

hence the prisons & police.

| hear these guns going today--& | nust

confess they are to ne a spring-like & exhilirating

sound--1i ke the cock-crow ng--though each

one may report the death of a nmusquash.

This nmethinks, or the like of this, w th whatever

m xture of dross--is the real norning or
eveni ng hymm that goes up fromthese val es

t oday--& which the stars echo. This is the

best sort of gloryfying of God & enjoying him-

that at all prevails here today--w thout

any clarified butter or sacred | adl es.

As a nmother | oves to see her child inbibe

nouri shnent & expand-- So God | oves to see
his children thrive on the nutrinent he has
furni shed them In the nusquash hun-

ters | see the Al nouchicois still pushing

swiftly over the dark streamin their canoes--
These abori gi nal nen cannot be repressed--but

under sone guise or other they survive & re-

appear continually-- Just as sinmply as

2%herds: possibly altered from “beasts”
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the crow picks up worms which al
over the fields have been washed out by
the thaw-there men pick up the nmusquash
t hat have been washed out the banks.
And to serve such ends even plow & sail --
& powder & shot are nmmde--& the grocer
exists to retail them-though he nmay think hinself
nmuch nore the deacon of sone church.
From year to year the snow has its regu-
lar retreats & |urking places--when a
t haw comes (Il aying bare the earth) under
the south & eastward banks. | see it now
resting there in broad white |ines & deep
drifts (frommnmy w ndow) as | have seen
it for many years--as it |ay when
the Ind. was the only nan here to see it.
Jan 23d
The freshet is now frozen over--but not
t hi ck enough to bear without cracking--and
that peculiar whitish ice--like bread or nortar
that has run over is seen 4 to 6 feet in width
and about trees--posts-sides &c
all along the shore *-- It is produced by the
water prob still rising--after the freezing in the
ni ght--& flowi ng back over the ice--in a
sem liquid state--or |ike soft solder--a
rough or winkled or rippled dirty-white surface--
often stained with the bank--yellow sh or brown--
There is a cold NWwi nd--& | notice

that the snow fl eas which were so abundant
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on this water yesterday--have hopped
to sone lee--i.e are collected |ike powder
under the SE side of posts or trees or
stickes or ridges in the ice-- You are surprised
to see that they nanage to get out of the
wind. On the SE side of every such barrier
al ong the shore there is a dark line or heap
of them | see one of those glow wormlike
creatures frozen in--sticking up perpendicul ar
1/2 above the ice.

Goi ng over the Hosnmer Pasture this side
Clam Shell s. westward-- | thought | saw
much gossaner on the grass--but was sur-
prised to find that it was the |ight reflected
fromthe wi thered grass stens which had
been bent or broken by the snow (now
nmelted) It | ooked just |ike gossamer even
within 10 feet--nost woul d have taken it
for that--also these fine gleaning |ines
(like those of the alders & birch twi gs &c)
were very distinctly part of an arc of a
large circle--the |ower side of it--
as you | ooked toward the sun--the |light being
necessarily so reflected. {draw ng}
This is a remarkabl e i nstance of the
Novermber or rather winter |ight reflected
fromtw gs & stubble

The grass stood thus {five draw ngs}

&C.
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It was just |ike an abundant gossaner.

The earth being generally bare | notice
on the ice--where it slopes up eastward
alittle a distinct rosy light (or pink) reflected
fromit generally--1/2 hour before sunset.
This is colder?? evening than of late--&
there is so nuch the nore of it.

Jan 24

An abundance of excellent skating--
the freshet that covered the neadows being
frozen. Many boys & girls are skating
on Mant at uket neadow -& on Merrick’s--
Looking fromthis shore, they appear decidedly
el evated--(not by their skates nerely--) what
is the cause? Do we take the ice to be air?
| see an abundance of caterpillars of various
ki nds on the ice of the meadows--many of
those large dark hairy with |ongitudina
l'ight stripes somewhat |ike the commn apple one--
Many of them are froégn yet--sonme for 2/3
their length--yet all are alive. Yet it
has been so cold since the rise that you can
now cross the channel about anywhere
| also see a great many of those little
brown grasshoppers & one perfectly green one
sone of themfrozen in but generally on the sur-
face--showing no sign of life--yet when | brought
themto hone to experinent on | found them al
alive & kicking in my pocket-- There were

also a small kind of reddish wasp quite lively

2i"col der" witten over "a

11
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on the ice--& other insects--those naked
or snooth worns or caterpillars. This shows
what insects have their winter quarters in
t he meadow grass. This ice is a good field
for an entonol ogi st.

| experinented on the | arge bubbl es under
the ice some the ol dest & nearest the surface--
were white--others the newest & agai nst
t he present under surface--were of a bl uish
or slate color--nore transparent. | found
that the whiteness of the first was ow ng
to the great quantity of little bubbl es above
& bel ow the great one produced by the heat
of this “burning glass”-- Wile those of recent
formati on have not had time to acconplish
this. Wien | cut through with ny knife
an inch or 2 to one of the latter kind making
a very slight opening, the confined air pressed
by the water, burst up with a considerable
hi ssi ng sound sonetines spurting a little water
with it--& thus the bubble was contracted--al -
nost anni hil at ed--but frequently when |
cut into one of the old or white ones there
was no sound. the air did not rush out
because there was no pressure. There being
ice below as well as above it--but when
| also pierced the lower ice--it did rush
out with a sound like the others.

My object at first was to ascertain if
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bot h ki nds of bubbl es contai ned air--But
that was plain enough--for when the water rushed
in the?? bluish or new ones wholly beneath the ice
whol Iy or nearly di sappeared while the white
ones, giving place to water were no | onger white--

It would seemthen that a considerable pres-
sure--such as the water exerts on an air bubble
under the ice--does not force it through the
ice--certainly??® not for a considerable tine.
How t hen can the musquash draw air through
the ice as is asserted? He might, however,
come to breath in such a bubble as this al-
ready exi sting.

The | arger spiders generally rest on the ice
with all their |egs spread--but on being touched
t hey gather them up.

Jan 25th

The river has gone down about 8 inches--&
the ice still adhering to the shore all about
t he neadows starts downward for some
4 or 5 feet till it nmeets the water, and
it is then cracked--often letting the water
up to overflowit so that it is hard to
get off & on in some places-- {draw ng}

That channel ice of the 22d (q.v.) lifted
up | ooks thin--thus?*
{draw ng}

The edges of the outside portions appea+ are

woan

22t he: altered from “they”;
23preceded by cancelled “at”
214 ol | owed by cancell ed fal se start

e” altered from*"“y”
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nore |ifted up now ap. by the wei ght
of the water on them
Jan 26

Pm Over Cyanean Meadow on ice.
These are remarkably warm & pl easant
days. The water is going down--& the ice
is rotting. | see sonme insects (those gl ow
worm | i ke ones--sunk 1/2 inch or nore into

the ice by absorbed heat & yet quite alive in

these little holes--in which they alternately freeze

& thaw. At willow bay | see for nany

rods black soil 1/4 of an inch deep covering
sever al

& concealing the ice (for many rods)-- This

I find was bl own sone tine ago froma

pl owed field 20 or nore rods distant.

This shows how much the sedi nent of the river

may be increased by dirt blown into it fromthe

nei ghboring fields. Any ice begins i medi-
ately after it is formed to | ook dusty in the

sun--any where-- This black soil is rapidly

sinking to the bottomthrough the ice-- by absorbing

heat--& water overflowing & freezing--it is
left deep within thick ice. O else lying in
wavel ets on the ice--the surface becones at
last full of ther+ dark bottomed holes alter-
nating with clear ice

The ice having fairly begun to deconpose

is very handsonely marked--nore or less internally

as it appears--with a sort of graphic
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or bird tracks

character--~very agreeable & varied. It appears

to be the skeleton of the ice reveal ed--the origina
crystal s--(such as we see about on very thin ice
j ust begi nni ng,

t he peculi ar

reveal ed by the rotting--thus

knotty grain or gnarliness of the

ice is shewn--white marks on dark-- These

white waving lines within it | ook sone

times

wol f

just like some white shaggy”™ skin

The neadow whi ch nakes up between

Hubbards mai nl and & his swanp wood is

very handsonely marked- - or

mar bl ed- -

with alternate white & dark ice. The upper

surface appears to be of sone color & con-

sistency like a hard enanel --but very inter-

esting white figures are seen through it.

VWhat various ki nds of

ices there

are. This which lately forned so suddenly

on the fl ooded neadow from beneat h

whi ch

run out

the water has in a great neasure

letting it down--while a warm

sun has shone on it--is perhaps the nost

i nteresting of any.

G aphi

when |

c lce.

It is a very pl easant

It mght be called

& warm day- - &

came down to the river & | ooked off

to Merrick’s pasture--the osiers there shone

as bri

ghtly as in spring--

Showi ng that their

bri ght ness depends on the sun & air

r at her

t han t he season
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Jan 27

| see?® some of those little cells perhaps

of a wasp or bee--made of clay or
clayey nud. It suggests that these in-
sects were the first potters. They | ook
sonewhat |ike small stone jugs.
Jan 28

Melvin tells me that one with whom
he deal s bel ow says that the best nus
quash skins canme from Concord River--
& it is because our musquash are so fat.
M says that they eat apples--& he
has seen where they have eaten acorns--&
| sai ah Green told him & convinced himthat

seed

they ate his® corn in the hill. He weighed
a very large one the other day--& it wei ghed
5 I'bs. Thinks they would not commonly wei gh
nore than 3.

VWhen you have been deprived of your
usual quantity of sleep for several nights

you sl eep much nmore soundly for it--& wake

up suddenly like a bullet that strikes a wall.

Jan 30
How peculiar the hooting of an ow! it
not shrill & sharp like the scream of a hawk
but full round & sonorous waki ng the echoes
of the wood.
The surface of the snow esp. on hill-

sides has a peculiarly conbed or worn

gl tered from {saw}

is
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appearance where water has run in a thaw

--i.e. the whol e surface shows regul ar

furrows at a distance--as if it had been scraped

with an i nmense conb.

Jan 31st

Pm up river across Cyanean Meadow -

Now we have quite another kind of ice--

It has rained hard converting into a very

thin liquid the snow which had fallen

on the old ice--& this having frozen has

made a perfectly snooth but white snow

ice. It is white like polished narble (I

call it marble ice) & the trees & hil

are reflected in it--as not in the other

It is far less varied than the other--but

still is very peculiar & interesting. You notice

t he polished surface much nore--as if it

were the marble floor of some stupen-

dous hall. Yet such is its composition

it is not quite so hard & netallic, |

t hi nk--the skater probably nakes nore
The other was hard & crystalline

of a scratch.

As | look S just before sunset over this

fresh & shining ice-- | notice that its

surface is divided as it were into a great-

many contiguous tables in different planes--

--sonewhat like so many different facets

of a polyhedron--as large as the earth itself--

These tabl es or

pl anes are bounded by
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cracks, though wi thout any appreciable

opening & the different levels are betrayed
of the light or sky

by the reflection » being interrupted at the

cracks. The ice fornmed | ast night--

is a day old

N"& these cracks as | find run generally

fromNE to SWacross the entire nmeadow

some 25 or 30 rods nearly at right angles

with the river--& are from5 to 15

feet apart--while there are conpara-

tively few cracks crossing themin the

ot her direction-- You notice this phe-

nonenon | ooki ng over the ice sone rods

bef ore you--otherw se might not observe the

cracks when upon them It is as if the

very globe itself were a crystal with a

certain nunber of facets.

When | | ook westward now to the flat
snow crusted shore-- It reflects a strong
viol et color--

Al so the pink light reflected fromthe
low flat snowy surfaces am d the
ice on the nmeadows, just before sun-
set is a constant phenomenon these
clear winter days-- Wwole fields--& sides
of hills are often the sane--but it is nore
distinct on these flat islands of snow
scattered here and there over the meadow

ice.-- | also see this pink in the dust

made by the skaters
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Per haps the green seen at the sanme tinme
inice &water--is produced by the genera
yeIIOMIgranber lights of this hour --mingled
with the blue of the reflected sky.??

Surely the ice is a great & absorbing
phenonenon-- Consi der how nuch of the
surface of the town it occupi es-- How much
attention it nonopolizes!

We do not comonly distinguish nore than
one kind of water in the river--but what va-
rious kinds of ice there are!

Young Heywood told ne that the trout
whi ch he caught in Wal den was 27 inches |ong
& wei ghed 5 | bs--but was thin--not in good
condition. (He saw another)-- It was in the little
cove between the deep one & the RR

Feb. 1 1859

Pm up Assabet - -

The river having suddenly gone down since the freshet
| see cakes of ice 8 or 10 feet across left 2 feet
hi gh or nore above the banks frozen to 4 or 5
mapl es or oaks. Indeed each shore is |ined
with them -where wooded--a continuous row- -
attached to al ders mapl es swanp white oaks
&c-- which grow through them or against their
edge-- They are sonmewhat |ike tables of
a picnic party or a nuster field dinner--

--Rustic tables & seats. Sonetines a little

i nclined having settled on one side--
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Al so an ice belt adheres to the steep shores--

& the rain & nmelted snow runni ng down

has drifted over the edge of

it form ng abundant

& frosty icicles--& you see where this hard &

thick ice has bent

As for large oak | eaves seen--

under

its own weight.

think there

is not much difference between the white & scar-

et 0o's-- Then cone black red & swanp white,

but the | ast one has scarcely any.

| see Peter

Feb 2nd

Hut chi nson cutting down a large red o

on A. Heywoods hillside Wof the forner’s house. He

points out to me what

with “a thicker

bar k”

he calls the “grey oak” there

than the red.

It

is the scarlet O
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Feb. 3d 5 m nutes before

3 Pm Fat her di ed. 27

27cent ered on the page
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After a sickness of some 2 years

goi ng down town in pleasant weather

doing a little business fromtinme to time--

hoeing a little in the garden & Fat her took

to his Chanber Jan 13th & did not conme down

again. Mst of the tinme previously

he had coughed & expectorated a great

deal . Latterly he did not cough--but

conti nued to raise.

He continued to sit up in his chanber

till within a week before he died. He

sat up for alittle while on the Sunday 4

days before he died-- Cenerally he was very silent

for many nonths-- He was quite consci ous

to the last--& his death was so easy

t hat we shoul d not have been aware that

he was dyi ng, though we were sitting around

hi s bed,

if we had not watched very closely.
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| have touched a body which was flex-
ible & warm yet tenantless--warned by
what fire? & When the spirit that ani-
mated sone matter has left it--who el se
--what el se--can animate it?
How enduring are our bodies after all
The forms of of our brothers & sisters--our
parents & children and wives--lie stil
in the hills & fields round about us--not
to nention those of our renoter ancestors--
and the matter which conposed the
body of our first human father stil
exi sts under another nane.
When in sickness the body is enmciated
& the expression of the face in various ways is
changed--you percei ve unexpected resem
bl ances to other nmenbers of the sane famly.
As if within the same famly there was a
greater general simlarity in the framework
of the face--than in its fitting up & clothing.
Father first came to this town to live
with his father about the end of the last century--
(H's father died in 1801)
when he was about 12 years old . Afterward
he went to the Lexington Acadeny (Parkers?) a
short time--perhaps a year-- Then into Dea. Whites store

as clerk-- Then learned the dry goods business in

Hat haway

(Aunt J. shows nme a letter fromhimdirectly after his going there dated 1807)--was with a
a store in Salem”™. \Wen about 21 open a store

for hinself on the commbn where the town house stands
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noved &

of later years a yellow building--now ” altered

i nto John Keyes’ house. He did

that Isaac Hurd went into partn

so well there

ership

with himto his injury-- They soon {dissol ved},

but could not settle w thout go

ing to | aw -

Bringi ng his books into court”®

when ny father ganed the case ™ --Then
I think, he went to Bangor & set up with
Billings--selling (anpbng ot hers) to Indians?™)
with john on his knee. wites thence to aunt at Bangor in 1815%
Married--lived in Boston-- ~ nmoved to Concord
(where | was born)

then to Chensford--to Boston--t
again & here renained- -

Mot her first canme to Conc
same age that father did--but a
l[ittle before him

As far as | know father

not only one of the ol dest nen

o Concord

ord about the

when he di ed,

in the mddle

was

of Concord--but the one perhaps best acquainted

with the inhabitants, & the |oc

& street history, of the niddle

for the last 50 years. He bel on

al socia
of the town

ged in

a peculiar sense to the village street--1oved

or

to sit in the shops-- ~ at the PO--& read the

daily paper-- | think that he r

nore about the worthies (& unwo

Concord Village 40 years ago--b
deal i ng

from (intereourse) as a trader

famliar intercourse with them

emenber ed
rthies) of
ot h

& from (wore)

-t han

any one el se-- Qur other neighbors

now | iving, or very recently dead--have either

2 'nsertion line indicates that

“to I ndians”

shoul d precede “anong ot hers”
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cone to the town nore recently than he--or have
l'ived more al oof fromthe mass of the inhabi-
tants.
Sone have spoken slightingly of the Indian--
as a race possessing so little skill & wit--
so lowin the scale of humanity & so brutish
that they hardly deserved to be remenbered--using
only the terns--miserable--wetched--pitifu
& the like--in witing their histories of this country
t hey have so hastily disposed of this refuse
of humanity (as they might of called it) which
littered & defiled the shore & the interior. But
even the indigenous animals are inexhaustibly in-
teresting to us. How rmuch nore than the indigenous
man of Anerica! If wild nman--so nuch
nore |ike ourselves than they are unlike--have
i nhabited these shores before us--we w sh to know par -
ticularly what nmanner of men they were--how they
lived here--their relation to nature--their arts
& their custons--their fancies & reflections--
They paddl ed over thes waters--they wandered in these
woods--& they had their fancies & beliefs
connected with the sea & the forest--which con-
cern as quite as nuch as the fables of
oriental nations do. It frequently happens that
the historian though he professes nore hu-
manity than the trapper--m man or gold digger
exhibits &
who shoots one as a wild beast reality ™ practices

a simlar inhumanity to him-welding a
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pen instead of a rifle.

One tells you with nore contenpt than
pity that the Indian had no religion--holding
up both hands--& this to all the shallow
trained & bigoted seenms to nean something im
portant but it is comonly a distinction
wi t hout a difference-- Pray how nuch nore
religion has the historian. If Henry Ward
Beecher knows so much nore about God
than another--if he has made sone
di scovery of truth in this direction, | would
thank himto publish it in Sillinmns
Journal --with as few flourishes as possible

VWhat- It is the spirit of humanity
--that which ani mates both so called
savages & civilized nations--working
t hrough a man--& not the man expressing

hi meel f-- That interests us nost.-- The

t hought of a so called savage tribe is generally

far nore just than that of a single

civilized man.

| perceive that we partially die ourselves

t hrough synpathy at the death of each of
our friends or near relatives-- Each such ex-
perience is an assault on our vital force--
It beconmes a source of wonder that they who
have | ost many friends still Iive.

After | ong watching around the sick bed

of a friend--we too partially give up
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the ghost within--& are the less to be identified

with this state of things.

The writer nust to some extent inspire
hi nsel f-- Mst of his sentences nmay at
first be dead in his essay--but when al
are arranged--sone life & color wll
be reflected on themfromthe mature
& successful lines--they will appear to pul-
sate with fresh life & he will be enabl ed
to eke out their slunbering sense, &
make them wort hy of their nei ghborhood- -

In his first essay on a given thene, he
produces scarcely nore than a frane & ground
work for his sentinment & poetry. Each clear
t hought that he attains to draws in
its train nmany divided thoughts or per-
cepti ons.

The witer has much to do even to create
a theme for hinmself-- Mst that is first
witten on any subject is a nmere groping after

it--mere rubble stone & foundation. It is

only when many observations of different periods

have been brought together--that he
begins to grasp his subject--& can
nmake one pertinent & just observation
Feb 5th
VWhen we have experienced many di sappoint-
ments--such as the | oss of Friends, the

notes of birds cease to affect us as they did.
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| see another butcher bird on the top

of a young tree by the Pond.
Feb 7th

Evidently the distant woods are nore
blue in a warm & noi st or m sty day
inwinter--&is not this connected with
the blue in snowin simlar days?

Goi ng al ong the Nut Meadow on Ji my
M| es road--when | see the sul phur
lichens, on the rails--brightening with the
noi sture--1 feel like studying them again
as a relisher or tonic--to make life go
down & digest well--i—e—~ as we use
pepper & vinegar & sal ads-- They are
a sort of winter greens which we gather
& assimlate with our eyes. Thats the
true use of the study of lichens-- | expect that
the lichenist will have the keenest relish
for Nature in her every day nmood & dress.
He wi |l have the appetite of the wormthat
never dies--of the grub. To study |ichens
is to get a taste of earth--& health--to
go ghawi ng the rails & rocks. This product
of the bark is the essence of all tinmes.

The lichenist extracts nutrinment fromthe
very crust of the earth

A taste for this study is an evidence of ti-
tanic health--a sane earthiness--it nakes

not so much bl ood as soil of life-- It fits
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a man to deal with the barrenest & rockiest
experience-- Alittle nmoisture--a fog or rain
or nmelted snow nmakes his wilderness to bl ossom
like the rose. As sone strong ani mal appetites--
not satisfied with starch & nuscle & fat--
are faint to eat that which eats--& digests
--the contents of the crop--& the stomach & entrails
t hensel ves--so the |ichenist |oves the tripe of
t he rock--that which eats & digests the
rocks. He eats the eater--Eat-all may be
his name, A lichenist feats nore than starve--
Hi s provender never fails-- What is the barrenest
waste to him-the barest rocks? Arail is
the sl eekest & fattest of coursers for him-
anew

he picks ~ the bones which have been picked
a generation since--for when their marrow
is gone they are clothed with new flesh for
him What diet drink can be conpared with
a tea or soup made of the very crust of the
earth? There is no such collyriumor salve
for sore eyes as these brightening |ichens
in a noist day. Go & bathe & screen?”® your
eyes with themin the softened |ight of the
woods.

Feb 11th Pmto Ball’'s Hil
over ice. Anmong the comopn phenonena
of the ice--are those triangular points of thick
i ce-- when—+t heaved up a couple of feet

where the ice has recently settled about

28possi bl y “season”
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a rock {drawi ng} the rock | ooks
sonmewhat |ike a dark fruit within
a gapi ng shell or burr--

Al so, now, as often our freshet in
cold weather--the ice which had formed
around & frozen on the trees & bushes al ong
the shore--settling draws them down
to the ground or water--often breaking them
extensively. It rem nds you of an alligator
or other evil genius of the river pulling
the trees & bushes which had come to drink into
the water. If a maple or alder is unfortunate
enough to slip its lower linmbs into the freshet
dallying with it--their fate is seal ed--
for the water freezing that night takes
fast hold on themlike a vice--& when
the water runs out from beneath an irre-
sistabl e wei ght brings themdown to the ground
& holds themthere--Only the spring
sun will soften the heart of this relentless
nonster when conmmonly it is too late--

How the ice far in the neadows thus settling
spreads the the clunps of willows & on
every side! {draw ng}

Nat ure works by {contraries}. That which
in sunmer was nost fluid & unresting is now
nost solid & notionless-- If in the sumer
you cast a twig into the streamit instantly
noves along with the current--& nothing re-

mained as it was--Now | see yonder a
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I ong row of black tw gs standing erect

in md channel where 2 nonths ago

a fisherman sat there & fastened his lines to them 2?7

They stand there notionl ess as?° gui de posts while

snow & ice are piled up about them -

Such is the cold skill of the artist. He carves

a statue out of a material which is fluid

as water to the ordinary workman. Hs sentinents

are a

r ound

quarry whi ch he worKks.
| see only the chain of narker posts passing
a tree above the ice.

The S. side of Ball's Hill--which is warm &

hal f bare is tracked up with partridges--& | start

Sun

several there. SOis it next » day--with the

hill shore E of F. H Pond. These birds are sure to

be found now on such sl opes where only the

ground & dry | eaves are exposed.

The water lately went down & the ice settled on the

nmeadows- - & now rai n has cone & cold again--

but this surface is alternate ice & snow -Looking

fromthe hill toward the sun--they are seen to be

handsonely watered all over--with alternate

waves

of shining ice & white snow crust--

Literally “wattered” on the grandest scale this

pal ace fl oor--

Sat urday Feb 12.

You may account for that oak by the Rock

havi ng such a ball anced & regul ar outline--

by the fact that in an open place their

2%t o thent added in margin

280 aS ”

possi bly cancel | ed
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branches are equally drawn toward toward the
light on all sides. & not because of a
under st andi ng
mut ual consent through the trunk. For
there i s Cheneys abel e®! which stands just S. of
a large elm- It grows wholly sout hward and
in formis just half a tree {dranwing}-- So with the
tupel os under the hill shore E of F. H Pond
like a bull’s horn
They term nate abruptly ~ having no upward | eadi ng
shoot --& bend off over the water--are singularly
one sided {drawi ng} In short trees appear
to grow regul arly because the sky & diffu-
sion of light is comonly regul ar--

There is a peculiarly drooping el mat Geo.
Prescott’s great gate just N of his house--very
{diffirent} fromthe common or upright enes
stiff branched ones near by it--

Feb. 13th 1859

Pmon ice to F. H Pond.

Yesterday there was no skating--unless you
swept the snow fromthe ice--but today--though
there has been no rain nor thaw, there is
pretty good skating-- Yesterday the water
whi ch had flowed, & was fl ow ng, back over
the ice on each side of the river & the meadows
--1rod or 2 in width--was nmerely skimed
over--but last night it froze so that
there is good skating there-- Also the w nd

will generally lay bare sone portion of the

i ce--unless the snow is very deep--

LA white Poplar - CED.
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This yellowi sh ice which froze yesterday &
last night is thickly & evenly strewn with
fibrous frost crystals very much like bits
of asbestos an inch or nore |ong--sonetines
arranged like a star or rosette--one for
every inch or 2--but where | broke in yesterday
& apparently wherever the water over flowed the
thinice late in the day there are none. | think
that this is the vapor fromthe water which
found its way up through the ice--& froze in
the night. It is sprinkled |ike some kind of
grain--& is in certain places nuch nore
thickly strewn--as where a little snow shows
itself above the ice.
The old ice is covered with a dry powdery

about 1 inch deep toward the sun
snow - fromwhich as | walk » this perfectly
clear bright p.m--at 3 1/2 o cl ock--
the colors of the rain-bow are reflected
froma myriad fine facets--it is as if the
dust of dianonds & ot her precious stones
were spread all around-- The blue & red
predonmi nate. Though | distinguish these
colors everywhere toward the sun, they are
so much nore abundantly reflected to
me from 2 particular directions--that I
see 2 distant rays, or arns, so to cal
them of this rain-bow |ike dust--one on each
side of the sun--stretching away from ne

& about half a dozen feet wi de. The 2
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arnms i ncluding an angle of about 60
degrees-- When | | ook fromthe sun
see nerely dazzling white points-- |
can easily see sone of these dazzling
grains 15 or 20 rods distant on any side
t hough the facet which reflects the |ight
cannot be nore that a 10th or 12th of an
inch at nost-- Yet | mght easily--&
conmmonly do over-look all this.
Wnter cones to nake wal ki ng possi bl e
where there was no wal ki ng in sunmer - -
Not till winter do we take possession of
t he whol e of our territory.
| have 3 great highways raying out
from one center--which is near my door--
I may wal k down the main river--or
up either of its two branches. Could any
avenues be contrived nmore convenient?
Wth this river--1 amnot conpelled to walk in the tracks of
Never is there so nuch light in
the air as in one of these bright wnter
afternoons, when all the earth is covered
with new fallen snow-& there is not a
cloud in the sky-- The sky is nmuch the
dar kest side--like the bluish lining of an
There seenms nothing left to make ni ght out of.
egg shell.” Wth this white earth be-
neath & that spot skinmed mlk sky
above him-man is but a black speck

enclosed in a white egg shell

Sonetimes in our prosaic noods, life

hor ses
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appears to us but a certain no’ nore of days
l'i ke those which we have |lived--to be cheered
not by nore friends & friendship--but probably
fewer & |l ess-- As perchance we anticipate

the end of this day before it is done--close
the shutters--& with a cheerl ess resignation
conmence the barren eveni ng whose fruitless
end we clearly see--was despondingly think
that all of life that is left is only

this experience reflected a certain nunber

of times. And so it would be, if it were

not for the faculty of inmagination

| see under this ice an inch thick
a large bubble with 3 cracks across it
yet they are so fine--though quite distinct
that they let no air up--& 1| release it with
nmy knife. An air bubble very soon nakes
the ice look whitish above it-- It is whitest
of all when it is fairly enclosed--with ice
beneath it. Wen by treading above?? it | dis-
| odge a bubbl e under this ice which forned
only last night-- | see that it |eaves
the outline of its form behind--the ice
being a little thinner above it.

Here is the track of one who wal ked
here yesterday-- The age of the track is
betrayed by a certain snoot hness or shin-

i ness--produced by the sun shining on the

raw & di sturbed edges & nelting them

282 nserted
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The fresh track is evidently mader in
a dry powdery substance--that of
yesterday as if? it were made in a slightly
gl utinous matter--or which possessed
consi derabl e tenacity

Then there is the wonderful stillness
of a winter day. The sources of sound as
of water are frozen up--scarcely a tinkling
rill of it is to be heard. Wen we listen,
we hear only that sound of the surf
of our internal sea--rising & nelting
in our ears as in 2 sea shells. It is
t he sabbath of the year--stillness
audi bl e--or at nost we hear the
ice belching & crackling as if struggling
for utterance

A transi ent acquai ntance with any phenonenon
is not sufficient to nake it conpletely the
subj ect of your nuse. You rmust be so con-
versant with it as to remenbre it & be
rem nded of it long afterward while it
lies renotely fair & elysian in the horizon
approachabl e only by the imagi nation.

Feb. 14th

Pmon ice up Assabet--to RR

The ice belt which I still see along
the steep bank of the Assabet--is now
sone 3 weeks old--& though it was then

6 or 8 inches thick it is nowonly 2 or 3

283altered from*“of”
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or much less--in many places nearly
wast ed away--& those once horizontal tables
are often fallen aslant |ike shields pierced
with many hol es-- That belt--at first
consisting of nmore or less blunt triangles
{drawi ng} projecting 4 or 5 feet
fromthe bank--was at first of course
perfectly horizontal & level--(1 see where
dogs & foxes & rabbit have run al ong
on it for half a mle together). but now
such is the flexibility of the ice it is now
bent downward by its own wei ght-- Thus
{drawing} --or if you stand in front of it it
a wavi ng or undulating |ine instead of
a |l evel one-- {draw ng}
ie. onits edge. | see one table where the
iceis alittle nore than 1 inch thick which
is curved downward on the sides--18 inches
within a horizontal distance of 2 1/2 feet--
thus {drawi ng} there is nothing |like a crack
at this bend. Some of the belt itself--where
3 inches thick has bent downward 18 inches
at 4 or 5 feet fromthe bank-- | also see
on Sunset Interval a |large cake a
rod square--& a foot thick with nore
than a foot of soil attached beneath--
which by its own weight resting high &
dry there has bent very considerably.

In one great cake there just like this

| see a fence post with 3 holes in it

is
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standi ng upright--& perhaps the whol e
of it has been brought away in the soi
beneath. It does not appear where it
came from

Looki ng at the edge of one of these cakes
I notice sone bubbl es--seen edgew se
in the formof some buttons--or of an
i nverted nmoorish done-- {drawi ng} There
are they which when you | ook down
on them appear thus-- {draw ng}

As | walk over thin ice--settling it down
| see great bubbles under--3 or 4 feet
wi de go waddl i ng or wabbling®®* away- -
like a scared | ady i npeded by her train
| have but little doubt that the musquash
gets air fromthese bubbles which are probably
very conspi cuous under the ice. They are
its reservoirs

Feb 15th

Pmup river to F. H Pond
| thought by the peculiar npani ng sound
of the wi nd about the dining room at
noon--that we should have a rain storm
| heard only one blast though sone
crack, but no doubt that betrayed
a pluvi ose?® breath.

| am surprised to find how much

284possi bl y "wobbl i ng"
285possi bl y underli ned
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it has thawed in the street--though

there has been no rain--only a S. w nd.

There is already water standing over an icy

foundation & the dirt of the street is nore

obvi ous--the snow having partly nelted away fromit.

We wal k t hrough al nost invisible pud-

dles on the river

see the trees &c reflected

Here i s one ova

some 20 feet

see sone remnmarkabl e overfl owed ice--

& meadows--in which we

shi el d--of an oval form

| ong--very regularly & inter-

{drawi ng} estingly nottled with yellow sh

or dead | eaf color--the stain of

t he nead--whi ch by sone | aw

has been regularly distributed

t hrough the white--yet so

delicately shaded of f--that

you dizzy to look at it.

It

it al nost makes

rem nds me

of the begi nning of a higher organization

--or bony structure in a noluscous fish--

The over

the center where it

fl ow nust

way. In the proper I|ight

here have been from

burst up & flowed each

am surprised

to detect?®--very fine & perfectly regul ar

curving rays within the ice--just like

the veins of sone |eave--only finer & nore

regul ar--bil ateral --perhaps a trace

of the water as it flowed--say |ike

the lines of a cowmy shell--1t is but

285edi al

utn

not crossed
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i nperfectly suggested in the draw ng.

Agai nst the thickening air trees

are nore & nore distinct The apple

trees--so noi st are bl acker than ever--

A distant white white birch erect

on a hill--against the white m sty

sky | ooks H¥&e with its fine tw gs

so distinct & black- {draw ng}

craw i ng up to heaven. The

white oak | eaves agai nst the

dar ker green of pines, now

far nore reddi sh--

Against Bittern Ciff

noi st, are

like a mllipede

| feel the first drop

strike the right slope of nmy nose & run down
such is the origin--of rivers

the ravine there »

Not till

half a mle further

ny doubting compani on?®” feel s anot her

on his nose also--& |

get sonme in my eye & soon

after | see the countless dinples in the puddles on the ice--so neasured & deliberate is

Nat ur e

Then the gentle spring-1ike rain begin

& we turn about.

The sound of

it--pattering on the dry

oak | eaves--where young oaks thickly

cover a hill side--is just

i ke that

of wind stirring them-when first heard--

but is steady & nmonotonous & so betrayed--

We rejoice to be wetted--& the very snell

wet wool en cl othes exhilirates us.

| forgot to say (the 14th) that there are

2 of those ice belts,

a narrower

of

& thi nner one

about 10 inches below the first often con-

*"Typed note stapled to M5 copy:

(journal, 1858-59):
wi th Channing’ ”

p. 449.

note at foot

r eads,

‘This wal k Feb’'y 15,

al ways

“Ednmond’ s copy of Sanborn’s 1906/ Vol une 17

/ was taken

188



»

© 00~

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

nected with it by icicles at the edge--Thus
each rise was recorded--

Feb 16th

Pm Fromthe entrance of the mlIl road--1 |ook

back t hrough the sun, this soft Pm

to some white pine tops near Jenny Dugan’s

Their flattish boughs rest stratum above
green

stratumlike a cloud--a ~ nmackere

sky--hardly rem nding ne of the conceal ed

earth so far beneath--they are like a

flakey crust to the earth--a nore etheria

terebi nthine evergreen earth--1t occurs to

me that ny eyes rest on themwth the

sane pleasure as do those of the hen hawk

whi ch has been nestled in them-

My eyes ni bble the piney sierra which nmakes
the horizon’s edge--as a hungry man ni bbl es
a cracker.

The hen hawk & pine are friends. The same
t hi ng which keeps the hen hawk in the woods
--away fromthe cities--keeps ne here. That
bird settles with confidence on a white pine
top--& not upon your weather-cock-- That
bird will not be poultry of yours--lays no
eggs for you--forever hides its nest--
Though willed--or wild, it is not wlfull
inits wilderness. The unsynpathi zi ng
man regards?® the wi |l dness of sone

ani mal s--their strangeness to him as

288“regards” altered from “regardness” [sic]

189



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

asin-- As if all their virtue consisted
in their tanmeabl eness. He has al ways
a charge in his gun ready for their
exterm nation-- What we call wldness
is acivilization other than our own--
The hen hawk shuns the farner but it seeks
the friendly shelter & support of the pine--
It will not consent to walk in the barnyard
but it loves to soar above the clouds--
It has its owmn way & is beautiful, when
we would fain subject it to our will. So
any surpassing work of art is strange &
wild to the mass of nmen--as is genius
itself-- No hawk that soars & steals our
poultry is w lder than genius--& none
is nore persecuted or above persecution
It can never be poet |aureate--to
say pretty?® poll--& polly-want a cracker--
Feb 20th 59--

Have just read “Counterparts or
the Cross of Love” by the author of “Charles
Auchest er” - - 2%

It is very interesting--its illustration of
Love & Friendshi p--as showi ng how
much we can know of each ot her
t hr ough synpathy nerel y--w thout
any of the ordinary information.

You know about a person who deeply

289p0ssi bly “piety”
2% E| jzabeth Sara Sheppard
(1830- 62)
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interests you nore than you can be
told-- A look, a gesture, an act--teHs
yet which to every body else is insignifi-
cant tells you nore about that one
t han words can. (How | anguage is al -
ways found to serve best the highest
noods- - & expressi on of the highest truths!)
If he wanted to conceal sonething from
you--it woul d be apparent.

It is as if a bird told you-- Sonething
of moment occurs-- Your friend designs
that it shall be a secret to you-- Vain wish!--
You will know it & his design. He
says consci ously nothing about it-- Yet
as he is necessarily affected by it--its effect
is visible to you-- Fromthis effect you
i nfer the cause-- Have you not already
anticipated a thousand possi bl e acci dents?--
can you be surprised? You unconsciously
t hrough synpat hy nake the right supposition--
No other will account for precisely this
behavi or. You are disingenuous & yet
your knowl edge exceeds the woodcraft
of the cunningest hunter-- It is as if you
had a set a trap--know ng the haunts
of your game--what lures attract it
--its track--&c You have foreseen how it
wi || behave when it is caught & now you

only behol d what you anti ci pat ed.

191



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

sometimes fromthe altered namnner

of our friend--which no cloak can

possi bly conceal --we know t hat

sonet hi ng has happened--& what it

was--all the essential particulars,

though it would be a long story to tell--

t hough it may involve the agency of 4

or 5 persons--who never breathed it

to you--yet you are sure as if you

had detected all their tracks in the wood.

You are the nore sure because in the

case of |love effects follow their causes

nore inevitably than usual--this being a

control | i ng power--

Wy a friend tells all with a | ook--a tone

--a gesture--a presence--a friendliness.

He is present when absent--

In the conposition it is the

greatest art to find out as quickly

as possible which are the best passages

you have witten--& tear the rest away

to carve at them Even the poorest

parts will be nost effective when

they serve these--as pedinments to the

col um.

How much the writer

lives & endures
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in com ng before the public so often-- +H-
few years or books are with himequa
to along life of experience--suffering &c
It is well if he does not become hardened.
He | earns how to hear contenpt--& to despise
hi msel f-- He makes, as it were, post nortem
exam nations of hinmself before he is dead.
Such is art.
Pm The rain ceases--& it clears up
at 5 Pm- It is awarmWw nd-- &
a remarkably soft sky--Iike plush--perhaps
a lingering noisture there-- Wiat a reve-
tion the blue & the bright tints--in the
west again after the storm & darkness! It
is the opening of the wi ndows of heaven after
the fl ood!
%i cki ng CGeese%
Feb. 22nd Go to Worcester to Lecture in a parlor--
Feb 23rd- -
Pm wal k to Quinsi ganond Pond- -
where was good skating yesterday--but this
very pleasant & warmday it is suddenly quite
too soft. | was just saying to Bl ake that
I should | ook for hard ice in the shade
or N side
A of some hill & wooded hill--close to the
shore--though skating was out of the
guesti on el sewhere--when | ooki ng up

| saw a gentleman & |l ady very gracefully
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v 2 ps forward??

Now t he sun has got so high--& hot--

that we have to take off our thick coats when

we wal k- - perhaps-- The ice is softened
so that the skaters’ sport is spoiled--
your heels sink into it slightly as you
wal k--& so you get along nore easily.
The fisherman nust better hinself, if he
woul d catch any nore fish through the
ice. It begins to nelt about the edges
of some ponds-- The sunny sides--so that
t he woodman nmust be quick to teamhis

wood across there.

What evidence is there of spring? This |ight

& war m sun- - whi ch conpel s us to throw our

out side coats open wi de--or take them off

--even to seek the shade for coolness-- -- This

rapidly nelting snow & these sparkling currents

by the roadside-- this softened ice--

but above all the warble of a single blue-

bird that cane to us out of the softened air

If I amgoing a journey |I amready
in such good season--that often the | ast
hour before |I start, not having been devoted
to any particul ar occupation, but sinply
vacated by ny ordi nary occupation, becones
a season of singular leisure, &1 find that
| then do various jobs which had been in-

{difinitely} postponed |ong before--

2 jne set off fromtext by curved line
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you can attend to things then which you
have no | eisure for on ordinary days--wholly

out of your ordinary routine.

195



10
11

21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

gyrating & as it were curtesying to each

other in a snmall bay under such

a hill on the opposite shore of the

pond-- Interveni ng bushes & shore conceal ed
the ice-- so that their swift & gracefu
notions--their bodies inclined at various

angl es as they gyrated forward &

backward about a snall space--

| ooki ng

as if they would hit each other--

{rem nde} ne of the circling of 2 w nged

crickets in the air--or hawks receding &

appr oachi ng.

first hear & then see 8 or 10 bl ue

/1birds going over-- Perhaps they have not

reached
|
pi ckere
transver
slighter
is very

f orm of

boy
One ~ tells me that he saw a blue-bird

Concord yet. in Concord on Sunday the 20th V Mar 9th.
Ac. to newspapers they were seen 23 Feb. also in Connecticut.

see, just caught in the pond--, a brook

--whi ch though it has no

se bars, but a much finer &
reticulation than the conmon--

distinct fromit in the length &

the snout. This is nmuch shorter

& broader as you | ook down on it-- Thus

{draw ng}?°? I n Bell?2?*® Pond--(once Bl adder Pond)

on the sane road near to Wircester-- They were

catching little shiners only at nost 2 inches

I ong for

perch bait--(The perch & pickere

they commonly catch at Quinsiganond are

smal | er)

They cut a round hol e about

2%2caption above draw ng reads “brook.” “common--"

293¢ Bel | 7

altered from*“bell’

& Mar 3d in West

Roxbury.
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3 feet in diameter & let down a sinple

net of this form{drawing} with only a stone

to sink it in the bottom-then cast
I ndi an nmeal or bits of cracker

into the water & the nminnows sw nt®

forward after the bait & the fishernman w t hout

seeing thempulls up the net at a venture--

Feb 25th

Heard Staples--Tuttle--E. wood--N. Barret

& others this norning at the P. O talking
about the profit of mlk farm ng. The
general concl usion seened to be that
it was less profitable than it was 3 years
ago. Yet Staples thought he could nane
half a dozen who had done well-- He
naned one-- He thought he coul d nane
8 or 10 who had paid off the nortgages
on their farns by this neans within a few
years-- Tuttle said he would give him
a good supper if he would nane 3.
Stapl es naned only the one referred to
above-- David Buttrick--but he added

There is
--looking at Tuttle--"“t+—ean—nam yoursel f--
You know you canme to town with nothing
in your pocket but an old razor
a few pennies & a dammed dul |l jack-
kni fe--& now you are richer than David

Buttrick”-- Well answered N Tuttle

2%f ol | owed by cancelled “(-)”
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| shouldn’'t have been if | had not used
the razor so nmuch.”
VWhen it snowed yesterday very | arge

flakes--an inch in dianmeter--aunt said--

“They are picking geese”-- This, it seems is an

ol d sayi ng- -

Measure your health by your synpathy

with norning & spring. If there is no response

in you to the awakeni ng of nature-- If the
prospect of an early norning wal k--does not
bani sh sl eep--if the warble of the first
bl ue-bird does not thrill you-- Know that
the norning & spring of your life are past.

Thus may you feel your pul se.

/11l heard this norning a nuthatch on the

11

elmin the street-- | think that they are
heard oftener & again at the approach of
spring--just as the phebe note of the chica-
dee is--& so their gnah gnah is a

heral d of the spring.

Joe Smith says that he saw bl ack birds

/1this norning-- | hear that robins were

seen a week or more ago-- So the birds
are quite early this year.

Pmup river on ice--
| see a handful of the scarlet R carolina
hips in the catch of a willow on some

mud--a foot or nore above the ice--
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they are partly eaten--& | think were placed
t here by nusquash-- The rose bud with a
few hips on it still stands in the ice within
a few feet-- Goodwi n says he has
seen their tracks 8 or 10 rods long to an
appl e tree near the water where they
have been for apples.

Al ong edge of Staples’ Meadow sprout -
| and- - the young mapl es sone 3 years

old are stripped down ie. the | ower branches

for a foot or 2 by the ice falling-- This
barks & wounds the young trees severely.

The ice over the middle of the river
is now alternately dark & whitish--
| see the river beginning to show dark through
the thinnest parts in broad crescents
convex up stream-single or connected--
{draw ng}

A good book is not nade in
the cheap & off hand manner of many of
our Scientific Reports--ushered in by the nmessage
of the Presi”ent comunicating it to Congress--
& the order of Congress that so many thousand
copies be printed, with the letters of instruction
for the Secretary of the Interior (or rather
exterior)--2% the bulk of the book being a
journal of a picnic or sporting expedition--

by a brevet Lieutenant Colonel--illustrated

29%4)” written over “--"
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by phot ographs of the travellers footsteps
across the plains & an adm rabl e

engraving of his native village as it
appeared on leaving it-- & followed by

an appendi x on the Pal aeont ol ogy of

the route by a distingui shed savant who
was not there--the last illustrated by
very finely executed engravings of sone

br oken
ol d shells picked up on the road.

There are several nen of whose conings

& goings the town knows little-- | nean
the trappers. They nay be seen coming from
the woods & river, perhaps with nothing

in their hands,--& you do not suspect

what they have been about. They go

about their business in a stealthy nmanner
for fear that any shall see where they

set their traps--for the fur-trade stil
flourishes here. Every year they visit the
out -of -t he way swanps & neadows & brooks
to set or examine their traps for musquash
& mnk--& the owners of the |and com
nmonly know not hing of it. But few

as the trappers are here--it seens

by Goodwi n's accounts that they steal

one another’s traps.
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Al the criticismwhich | got on my lecture
on Autummal Tints at Wrcester on the
22nd was that | assuned that ny au-
di ence had not seen so nuch of them
as they had. But after reading it | am
nore than ever convinced that they have
not seen much of them-that there
are very few persons who do see much
of nature.

Feb. 27th 59

Pmto diffs-- though it was a dry
powdery snow storm yesterday--the snow is now
so high that the snowis soft & sticky this
pm The sky too is soft to look at & the
air to feel on ny cheek.

Heal th makes t he poet--or synpathy
with nature--a good appetite for his
food which is constantly renew ng hi m-whet -
ting his senses. Pay for your victuals then with

poetry--give back life for life--

Mar—3ist+ 1859
Feb 28th

To Canbri dge & Boston--
Saw a mackerel in the market-- The

upper half of its sides is mottl ed Hke

blue & white Iike the mackerel sky--

{drawi ng} as stated Jan 19th 58--

201



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

Wednesday Mar 2d ' 59

Pmto Cassandra Ponds & down
river--

It is a remarkably cold day for
March-- And the river & are frozen as
solidly as in the winter & there is tess
no water to be seen upon the ice as
usually in a winter day--ap. because
it has chiefly run out from beneath
on the neadows & left the ice-- For
often as you wal k over the meadows
it sounds hol | ow under your tread.

| see in the Deep Cut on the |eft hand
or E side just beyond the clay--a ravine
lately begun, in a slightly different manner
fromthe clam shell one. The water running
down the steep sand bank--(which is sone
30 or 35 feet high)--it being collected
fromthe field above--had worn a channe
from4 to 6 inches wi de--gradually through
the frozen crust of the sand which was 1 to
2 feet thick, & reaching the | oose unfrozen
sand beneat h had washed it downward,

& out through the narrow channel | ower
down--ang until quite a cavern was
formed whose bottomwas 8 or 10 feet

bel ow the surface while it was 5 or 6
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feet wide--But within a few days

--the crust thawing had fallen in--

& so the cavern with its narrow “crack”
or sky light was turned into an open
ravine--& there is no telling where the
m schief will end.

The will ow catkins by the RR where
you first conme in sight of the house
now all (on one or 2 bushes) crept out
about 1/8 of an inch--giving to the bushes
already a very pretty appearance when
you stand on the sunny side--the
silvery white specks contrasting with the
bl ack scal es-- Seen along the twi gs
they are sonewhite |like small pearl buttons
on a wai stcoat--

Go & neasure to?®® what |length the
silvery willow catkins have crept out
beyond their scales--if you could know
what time o' the year it is by nature’s
cl ock.

As | go through the Cassandra ponds |
| ook round as the young oak woods still
clad with rustling leaves as in wnter
with a feeling as if they it were their |ast
rustle before the spring--but then |
reflect how far away still is the tinme when
the new buds swelling will cause these

| eaves to fall.

2%6“t0” altered from*“the”

11
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we thus comonly antedate the spring

nore than any other season--for we

| ook forward to it with nmore | onging.

We tal k about spring as at hand

before the end of February--& yet

1/6 part of the whole year

it will be 2 good nonths ™ before we

can go a may-ing-- There nmay be

a whole nonth of solid & uninterrupted

wi nter yet--plenty of ice & good sl eighing

--We may not ever see the bare ground--

& hardly the water--& yet we sit down &

warm our spirits unusually with this

di stant prospect of spring-- As if a

man were to warm his hands by stretching

themtoward the rising sun & rubbing them

We listen to the February Cock-crowi ng &

turkey gobbling as to a first course--(or

prel ude) The blue bird, which sone

wood chopper or inspired wal ker is said

to have seen in that sunny interval between

the snowstorms, is |like a speck of clear

bl ue sky seen near the end of a storm

rem nding us of an etherial region & a heaven

whi ch we had forgotten. Princes &

magi strates--are often styled serene--but

what

is their turbid serenity--to that
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etherial serenity which the blue-bird enbodi es?
Hi s nost serene Birdshi p?’! H s soft
warble nelts in the ear, as the snow
is melting in the valleys--around--
The blue-bird comes & with his warble
drills the ice--& sets free the rivers & ponds
& frozen ground. As the sand fl ows down
the slopes a little way assug}ng the forns of
foliage when the frost cones out of the ground
so this little rill of nelody flows a short
way down the concourse of the sky.
The sharp whistle of the black-bird
too is heard like single sparks or a shower
of them shot up fromthe swanp & seen
agai nst the dark winter in the rear
Under the alders at Well Meadow -
| see a few skunk cabbage spathes--
fairly open on the side--& these may
bl oom after a day or 2 of pleasant weather.
But for the nobst part here & generally
el sewhere--the spathes are quite snal
sl ender & closed as yet--or frost bitten
The caltha | eaves have grown deci dedly
t hey make nearly a handful in one place
above the surface of the springy water--
the | eaves not yet quite flattened out--but curled
up into a narrow ellipse-- They barely peep

above the water. Also what | take to

be a kind of cress in quite fresh | ooking

27 Bi rdshi p” altered from “birdship”
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as if it had grown a little there.
The chrysospl eni um may have | ooked as
it does even under the snow-or all winter (?)
It already (at any rate) nmmkes pretty (dirty) green
beds--about level with the surface of the
wat er. These plants (i.e first ones) are

earlier than any pads--for the brooks &

/1ditches even--are generally frozen over still--

firmy
Mar 3d
Going to Acton this norning, | saw
sone sparrows on the wall, which |

/1think nust have been the F. hiemalis (?)

Pmup river to Nut. neadow Br ook
It is nearly as cold as yesterday-- The piers
of the bridge by the RR bridge--are adorned
wi th very handsone sal ver or waiter shaped
ice 3 or 4 feet in dianeter (bottomup

crenate

ward) The ~ edges all around bei ng adorned
wi th bel | -shaped pendants (produced by the
nmel ting? or perchance the water dashed agai nst
them) {draw ng}
Goi ng by the solidago oak at C am shel

hill-bank-- | heard a faint rippling note

/1 & 1 ooking up saw about 15 whi-te snow
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buntings sitting in the top of the oak al
with their breasts toward ne--sitting so stil
& quite white seen against the white
cl oudy sky-- They did not | ook |ike birds--but
t he ghosts of birds--& their bol dness, allow ng
nme to conme quite near enhanced this im
pression. There were alnpst as white
as snowballs, & fromtime | heard a | ow
soft rippling note fromthem | could see no
pl unp

features--but only the general outline of »
birds in white. It was a very spectral sight
--& after | had watched them for severa
m nutes-- | can hardly say that | was
prepared to see themfly away |ike ordinary buntings
when | advanced farther. At first they /1
wer e al nost conceal ed by being al nost the sane
color with the cloudy sky.

| see in that ditch (call it Grassy Ditch)
near John Hosners 2d spring S. of Nut Meadow
Br ook--nmuch grass which has lately grown
an inch or nore & lies flat on the water-- 11

It is somewhat frost bitten too

Is it the Ayceria?® fluitans? It fills the ditch
i ke nmbss--as seen at a little distance. It nust
be a very springy ditch to be thus open entirely.

Al so pretty near the spring | see a tuft of
carex (?) whose stiff glaucous points have
ri sen several inches above the surface 11

See 2 snall water bugs at the spring-- /1

nor e el sewhere

2%8"G' written over "g
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11

| see ap. some callitriche fresh in the spring
We recross the river at Gindstone Meadow

but prob. cannot tonorrow or next day there--
(we tread on the white parts)

The ice is spotted with?® dark crescents » & it is
puffed up along the m ddl e bei ng at
| east 6 inches high in the mddle where
We Ccross--

Al the |ower part of steep southern slopes of hills
i's now conmonly bare--(though the snow may
be pretty deep on the brow) especially the
springy bases where the skunk cabbage
&c grow

How i npercepti bl y3° the first springing takes
pl aces--! In sone still muddy springs whose
tenperature is nore equabl e than that of
t he brooks--while brooks & ditches generally
are thickly frozen & conceal ed--and the
earth is covered with snow-& it is even
cold hard & nipping w nter weather.

Sone pine grass which fills the water
like a nbss begins to lift its tiny spears or
bl ades above the surface which directly fal
flat for half an inch or an inch along the
surface--and on them (though many are
frost bitten) you nay neasure the |l ength
to which the spring has advanced (has sprung)
very few i ndeed--even of botanists are
aware of this growth. Sonme of it appears
to go on even under ice & Snow- -

O in such a place as | have descri bed--

2993 dded
3004t ™ not crossed
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if it is also sheltered by alders, or the Ilike,
you may see (as Mar 2d) a little green

crescent of Caltha |eaves {draw ng} raised an
inch or so above the water, with | eaves but
partially unrolled--& looking as if it

woul d wi t hdraw beneath the surface again

at night. This | think must be the nost

conspi cuous & preg forward greenness (of the spring).

The snmml|l reddi sh radical | eaves of the
dock too are observed flat on the npist
ground as soon as the snow has nelted there--as

if they had grown beneath it.

The npbssy bank along the S side of Hosner’s

2d spring ditch--is very interesting. There are

many coarse hair-1like masses of that green

& brown noss on its®! edge hanging over the ditch

{drawi ng} alternating with w thered | ooking
cream col ored sphagnumtinged with sone
color--in protuberances or mammae a foot
across on the perpendicular side of the
ditch. Cast water on their cheeks & they
beg becone nuch nore reddi sh--yet hardly

so interesting. This is while the top of the
bank & all the hill side above is covered
deep with snow - The pretty fingers of

t he | ycopodi um cl avat um peepi ng out

here & there anmid the snow & hangi ng down
the ditch side--contrasting with the snow -

are very interesting.

301“t” js uncrossed
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Channing tells ne he has net with a
sassafras tree in New Bedford woods, which
according to a string which he put round
it--is 11 3/4 feet in circunference at
about 3 feet fromthe ground. They
consider themvery good for rails there--
they are so light & durable.

Tal k about readi ng--a good reader--!3%
it depends on how he is heard-- There
may be el ocution & pronounciation (recitation
say) to satiety but there can be no
good reading unless there is good hearing
also. It takes two at |least for this game
as for love--& they nust cooperate.
The lecturer will read best those parts
of his lecture which are best heard-- Sone
times it is true, the faith & spirits of the
reader run a little ahead & draw after
the good hearing--& at other tinmes the
good hearing runs ahead to draw on the
good readi ng-- The reader & the hearer
are a team not harnessed tandem
t he poor wheel horse supporting the burden of the shafts
but side by side®*--while the |eader
runs pretty much at will--while the
lecture lies passive in the painted
curricle behind--1 saw some nen
unl oadi ng nol asses hoghsheads from a

at his Gove
truck ~ the other day rolling them up

soz¢1™ written over dash
803 “hyt side by side” circled with an arrow for insertion preceding “the poor”

210



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

an inclined pl ane--&re—stoed The trucknan

st ood behi nd & shoved--after

of ropes one around each end of the {hoghshead},

putting a couple

while 2 nen standing in the depot steadily

pul l ed at the ropes--the first nan was

t he audi ence the | ast was the audi ence--

of sweets to the depot or

It is the duty of the lecturer to team his hoghshead

Lyceum -

pl ace the

horse--arrange the ropes--& shove--& it is the

duty of the audience to take hold of the ropes &

pul |

with all their

nm ght-- The reatd—who

| ecturer who tries to read his eassy--without

bei ng abetted by a good hearing--is in the

predi canent of a trucker who is engaged

in the sysyphean | abor of

rolling a nol asses

hogshead up an inclined plane al one--while

the frei ght master

W th

their hands in their

& his nmen stand indifferent

pockets-- | have seen

many such a hogshead which had rolled

of f the truek horse & gone to mash with

all the sweets wasted on the ground between

the trucknan & the freight-house--& then

frei ght-masters thought that the | oss was

not theirs.

wel

waters to those who put their

t he wi ndl ess or

Read wel |!--3%% did you ever know a ful

that did not yield of

the wel |

304« | ”

witten over

dash

sweep?- -

its refreshing

hands to

Did you

whi | se
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ever suck cider through a straw? D d
you ever know the cider to push out of the
straw when you were not sucking--unless
it chanced to be in a conplete ferment?
A lecture is like a barrel half ful
of some pal ateabl e |iquor--you may tap
it at various levels--in the sweet |iquor--
or in the froth--or in fixed air above--
An audience will draw out of a lecture
or enable a lecturer to read only such
parts of his lecture as they I|ike--
If it is pronounced good, it is partly to the
credit of the hearers--if bad it is partly
their fault.
Sone tines a |azy audi ence refuses to cooperate
& pull on the ropes with a will--sinply
because the hoghshead is full & therefore
heavy--when if it were enpty--or
had only a little sugar adhering to it--
they would whisk it up the slope in a
jiffy.
The | ecturer therefore desires of his audience
a long pull a strong pull & all pul
together-- | have seen a sturdy (truckman)
or lecturer who had nearly broken his back
wi th shoving his |l ecture up such an inclined
whil e the audi ence was | aughing at him
plane ~ at length, as with a last effort--
set it a-rolling in amd the audience

& upon their toes--scattering themlike
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sheep & making themcry out wth pain--
whi | e he drove proudly away.

Rarely it is a very heavy freight of such
hoghsheads stored in a vessels hold, that
isto be lifted out & deposited on the public
wharf--& this is acconplished only after many
a hearty pull all together & a good deal of
heave- yoi ng.

Mar 4t h30®

Began to snow |l ast evening & it is now
(early in the norning) about a foot deep--
and raining--

Pmto E. Hosmer Spring
Down turnpi ke & back by E. Hub's O ose--

W stood still a few nonments on
t he turnpi ke bel ow Wights (the turnpike
whi ch had no wheel track beyond Tuttle’s--

& no track at all beyond Wights) & |listened
to hear a spring bird-- we heard only the jay
screamng in the distance & the caw ng of

a crow- \Wat a perfectly N.E sound is

this voice of the crow If you stand
perfectly still anywhere in the outskirts of
the town & listen--stilling the al nost incessant
hum of your own personal factory-- This

i s perhaps the sound which you will be

nost sure to hear. --rising above al

sounds of human industry & | eadi ng your

t houghts to sone far bay in the woods

%05 Note stapled to MS copy: “Sanborn’s 1906, vol.

March 4 is glossed as ‘with Channing.’ ”

18: p. 11 par.

11

2: wal k taken on
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where the crow is venting his disgust.

This bird sees the white man cone & the

I ndi an wi t hdr aw - but

it wthdraws not.

Its untamed voice is still heard above the

tinkling of the forge. It sees a race

pass a-way--but it

passes not away--1t

remains to remind us of aboriginal nature

find near

Hosmer Spring--in the wettest

ground- -whi ch has nelted the snow as it fel
flat

little N beds of

Iight green npbss--soft

as vel vet--which have recently pushed up

& lie just above the surface of the water.

They are scattered about in the ol d decayed

[ltrough--(& there are still nore & | arger

up Brister’'s Spring) They are like little

rugs or

mats & are very obviously of fresh

grow h--such a green as has not been

dulled by winter--a very fresh & |iving perhaps

slightly glaucous green. The nyosotis &

bitter cress are hardly clean & fresh enough
but the last is at well nmeadow v 6 ps forward
for a new growh ~ -- The radical |eaves

of the ranuncul us repens are conspi cuous

but the worse for

t he wear--but the

gol den saxifrage has in one or 2 places

/] deci dedly & conspicuously grown, like the

cowslip of well

nmeadow & still nore--rising

in dense buds 1/2 to 3/4 of an inch above the

wat er - -

The | eaves

like those of the cowslip
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only partly uncurled & flatted out-- This dis-
tingui shes the fresh springing | eaves of these 2.
Prob. there is nore of the chrysospl eni umthus advanced
there is also at well neadow on the 5th
in C than of the caltha » -- | see nore of the |ast
her e- -
The surface of the snow thus rapidly nelting
& sinking (there are commonly sone inches of
wat er under it--the rain having soaked through)
t hough still very fresh & pure white is al
cracked as it were like that of some old
toadstools. It has sunk so nmuch that every
inequity in the surface of the road be-
neath is nmore distinctly shewn then when
bare--the ruts of old wood paths are repre-
in the surface
sented ~ a foot above--& the track of the man & of
the dog that ran by the side of the team
(in the old snow) the thread in short, of every valley.
The surface of the snow though so recent is
t heref ore--on account of the rain--very diversified
--on steep slopes it is very regularly furrowed
--ap by water that has flowed down it--
{drawing} In the brook in Hub’'s cl ose
| see the grass pushing up
fromthe bottom4 or 5 inches |ong & waving
in the current--which has not yet reached
the surface--

C. thinks this is called a sap snow -because

it conmes after the sap begins to flow 30

%%Not e stapled to M5 copy: “%C. thinks.%Banborn’s 1906, vol.
gl ossed with the note, ‘Channing s notebook says, “Wrld alive.

said, “That perhaps the earth was God with his coat on.”

1

11
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note that Henry
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The story goes that at the socia
club the other night Cyrus Stow hearing
that the lecture before the Lyceum by Al ger
was to be on “The Sophistry of Ennui” &
not knowi ng what that was, asked in
good faith if it went by wind or water.
Mar 5th 1859
Goi ng down town this AmI| heard a white-
within 20 feet
[Ibellied nut hatch on an elm” uttering peculi ar
%l so v. 21st Mar%
notes & nore like a song that | remenber
to have heard fromit. There was a chi ckadee

close by to which it nmay have been addressed.

It was sonething |ike “to-what what what

//what what” rapidly repeated, & not the
normmal “gnah gnah”-- And this instant
it occurs to ne that this nay be that earliest
spring note which | hear--& have referred
This is before | have chanced to see a blue-bird black bird or robin in Concord this year
to a wood-pecker! It is the spring note
of the nut hatch.®7 |t paused in its progress
about the trunk or branch--& uttered this
lively but peculiarly inarticulate song--an
awkward attenpt to warble alnbst in the
face of the chickadee--as if it were one of
its kind-- It was thus giving vent to the
spring with it. If I amnot m staken,
it is what | have heard in fornmer springs

or winters
A long ago--fabulously early in the season or

%7period altered from dash

216



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

when we have had but just begun to an-
ticipate the spring--(for it would seem

that we in our anticipations & symnpathies

i nclude in succession the nbodes & expressions

of all creatures) Wen only the snow had

begun to nelt & no rill of song had broken

| oose-- a note so dry & fettered still--so in-

articulate & half thawed out--that you

m ght (and woul d commonl y) mi stake for

the tappi ng of a wood pecker. As if the
young nuthatch in its hole had listened only
to the tapping of wood peckers & | earned that
nmusi c-- & now when it woul d sing--& give vent
toits spring {extacy} & | can nodul ate only
sone notes like that--that is its thenme stil

That is its ruling idea of song & nusic.

only alittle clangor & liquidity added to the

tappi ng of the woodpecker. It was the handl e

by which nmy thoughts took firmy hold on spring.

This herald of spring is commonly unseen,

so close to the bark.

Pmup river3® to Well nmeadow -
The snow nelts & sinks very rapidly-- This
spring snow is peculiarly white & blinding.
The inequalities of the surface are peculiar

& interesting when it has sunk that rapidly.

| see crows wal ki ng about on the ice half

covered with snow in the mddle of the nmeadows

where there is no grass--ap. to pick up the

%08 Note stapled to MS copy: “Sanborn’s 1906,
river” is glossed ‘with Channing.’ ”

vol

it sits
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worns & other insects left there since

the md winter freshet

/1 We see one or 2 little gnats or nobsqui -

toes in the air.

/1 See a large light colored hawk circling

| have no gl ass
along tine over F. H Hill & another--

prob its mate starts away for Hol den

wood & circles toward it. The | ast being
nearest. | distinguished that its w ngs
were black tipt. What can they be?

I think that | have seen the same in pre-

vi ous springs. They are too light colored for
henhawks--& for a pair of marsh hawks--
bei ng apparently alike. Then the fish-hawk
is said by the books not to get here nearly
so early--& beside they would not circle
about so much over the hill. The gos-

hawk which | next think of--has no black

red shoul dered h. or nmay it not be the
wi nter hawk of WIson--for

? tiptowings that | can learn » he says its primaries
are black at the tips ? & that is lighter
than the red-shoul dered--of same species

At the same tinme | see a crow going north

or NE high over F. H Hill--& 2 or 3 minutes after 2 nore

/& so many nore at intervals of a few noments.

This is ap their spring novenment-- Turkeys

/1 gobble in sonme distant farmyard at the

sanme tinme. At length the sun is seen

to have come out & to be shining on the

oak | eaves on the S side of Bear Garden
hill--& its light appears to be exactly linited

to them
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| saw on the ice quite alive sone of

bl ack
those " water beetles {drawi ng} which ap had been
left above by a rise of the river--were they
a gyrinus?

When | was last at well neadow | saw
where ap. a dozen hounds had all crossed
t he brook at exactly one point |eaving a great
trail in the slosh above the ice--though there
was but one track of a man. It remninded ne
of a buffaloe trail. Every half mle as you
go up the river you conme to the tracks of one
or 2 dogs which have recently crossed it without
any nman.

Those skunk cabbage buds which are nost
advanced- - have cast off their outnost & often
frost bitten sheathes--& the spathe i s broader
& slightly opened--(sone 3/4 inch or nore already)
& has acquired brighter & nore variegated
colors. The outside of the spathe shows
sone ripeness in its colors & markings like
a nelon rind before the spadi x begins
to bloom | find that nany of the nobst for-
ward spat hes &c--have been destroyed since | was
here 3 days ago. Sone ani mal has ni bbl ed away
a part of the spathes (or sonetimes only a hole init)
& | see the fragnents scattered about) &
then eaten out the whole of the spadi x. Indeed but
few forward ones are left. Is this a nouse

--or musquash--or a bird? The spadix is evidently
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a favorite tit-bit to some creature--

That nore entire-leaved plant anmid the
early skunk cabbage which | called a
cress on the 3d--has the bitter taste of cress.

The common cress has in one place grown

/lconsiderably & is fresh & clean & very good

to eat. | wonder that | do not see where
some creatures have eaten it--

The sweet gal e bush seen in a nass at
alittle distance is dark considerably darker
than the al ders above it-- This will do for
t he sweet-gal e maze i n Novenber.

The cowslip there is very prominently flower-
budded--lifting its yellow fl ower buds above water--
in one place. The | eaves are quite inconspicuous
when they first conme up bein rolled up tightly
{draw ng}

Sunday Mar. 6t h30®
Pmto Yellow Birch Swanp--
As—w W& go t hrough the swanp near
Bee tree or Qak ridge listening for black
birds or robins & in the old orchards for
bl ue birds-- Found between 2 of the
little birches in the path (where they grow
densely) in Indigo-bird sproutland a snal
nest suspended between 1 & 2 feet above

t he ground between 2 of the little birches

%°Not e stapled to M5 copy: “Sanborn’s 1906, vol. 18:
says, “If we get |ow enough down for duty, we shal

p. 17 par. 4, note:
be in chains” Channi ng’

" Henry
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This is where | have see the indigo bird
in sunmer & the nest ap. answers to WIlson's
ac. of that birds--being fastened with saliva
to the birch on east side--Wsays it is
“built in a | ow bush xx suspended between 2 twi gs,
one passing up each side;”--
This is about the dianeter of a hair birds nest within

conposed chiefly of fine bark shreds | ooking |ike grass
& one or 2 strips of grape vine bark

N & very securely fastened to the birch on each side by a whitish

silk or cobweb & saliva-- It is thin the Iining being
probably gone. 3%

There is a very picturesque |arge
bl ack oak on the bee-tree ridge
of this form {draw ng}

The genista--is not evergreen having
turned brown--though it is still quite
| eafy--1 could not find a single green shoot.
It is correctly represented in Loudon’s
Arboretumin ’'44 as “a deci duous un-
der-shrub”-- Yet in his “Encycl opedi a”
in 55 it is represented as “an evergreen
shrub.”

Measured a thorn which at 6 inches from
the ground--or the smallest place bel ow the

branches--for it branches soon--was 2 feet 3 inches

31%f ol | owed by 3 blank lines

11
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in circunference. Cut off a barberry
on which I counted sone 26 rings--the
br oadest di ameter being about 3 1/2 inches--
Both these were on the west side the Yellow
birch Swanmp.
The sl ender black birches with their
cat kined twi gs gracefully drooping on
all sides are very pretty--Like the alders
they with their reddi sh catkins they express
nore life than nost trees. Mst trees
| ook conpletely at rest if not dead now -
but these |look as if the sap nust be
already flowing in them-(31& in winter as well)
I n woodl and roads--you see where
the trees which were bent down by ice &
obstructed the way were cut dewt t he past
winter--their tops lie on oneogrde.
Mar 7th 6 1/2 Amto Hil
| come out to hear a spring bird--the ground
general ly covered with snow yet & the channe
of the river only partly open-- On the hil
| hear first the tapping of a small woodpecker
| then see a bird alight on the dead
top of the highest white oak on the hil

top-on the topnost point. It is a

[Ishrike-- Wiile |I am watching him

//8 or 10 rods off--1 hear robins

31gpen paren witten over dash
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down bel ow Wof the hill-- Then to nmy surprise
the shrike begins to sing. It is at first a
whol Iy ineffectual & inarticulate sound--
wi thout any solid tone to it--a nere hoarse
breathing as if he were clearing his throat--
a shrill hissing
unlike any bird that | know ~ --Then he uttered
a very deci ded nmew ng
a kind of mew ” clear & wiry between that
note of the

of a catbird & the » nut-hatch-- As®? if to
lure a nut-hatch within his reach-- Then rose

shar pest or tremul ous
with the ~ shrillest vibratory » whistling or chir-
rupi ng on the very highest key-- This high gurg-
ling jingle was fueh |i ke sone of the notes of

si ngi ng
a robin ™ in sunmer-- But they were very short spurts
in all these directions--though there was all this
variety. Unless you saw the shrike--it
woul d be hard to tell what bird it was.
This variety of notes covered considerable tine
but were sparingly uttered with intervals.
It was a decided chinking sound the cl earest
strain--suggesting nuch ice in the stream

| heard this bird sing once before--but that
was also in early spring--or about this tine-- It is
said that they imtate the notes of other birds in
order to attract themwithin its reach-- Wy then
have | never heard themsing in the winter? (I have
seen 7 or 8 of themthe past winter quite near)
The birds which it imtated--if it inmtated

any this norning--were the cat-bird & the

robi n--neither of which probably would it

s12¢ As” written over { '}
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catch--& the first is not here to be caught.
Hearing a peep | |ooked up & saw 3 or
4 birds passing rather--which suddenly
descended & settled on this oak top-- They
wer e robins--but the shrike instantly hid
hi nsel f behind a bough--& in half a mnute
flew off to a wal nut & alighted as usual
on its very topnost tw g--apparently afraid
of its visitors. The robins kept their
ground--one alighting on the p very point
whi ch the shrike vacated. Is not this
t hen probably the spring-note or pairing note
or notes
A of the shrike--?

The first note which | heard fromthe
robins far under the hill--was “sveet
sveet --suggesting a certain haste & alarm

& then a rich holl ow somewhat plaintive

peep or peep-eep-eep as when in distress

with young just flown. When you first see
them ali ghted they have a haggard--an anxi ous
& humi d | ook.

| hear several jays this norning.

I think that many of the nuts which we
find in the crevices of bark--firmy wedged
i n--may have been placed there by jays chica-
dees & to be held fast while they crack
themwith their bills.33

A lady tells ne that she saw

%13 Note stapled to M5 copy: “Sanborn’s 1906, vol.

is nothing but the seasons” C.

18: p. 20 at foot:

“H says there
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| ast cattle show day -- --- putting
up a specinen of hair-work in a
frame (by his niece) in the exhibition
hall-- | think it represented flowers--
& underneath was witten “this
Hare was taken from8 different heads.”
She made sone sort of exclamation
betrayi ng that there was sone m st ake
in the witing--whereupon -- ---
took it down & carried it off--but
soon came back with a new description
or |label-- “This hare was taken from
8 different heads”--& thus it stood thro
t he exhi bition.
Pmto mnisterial swanp.
| hear of 2 who saw bl uebirds this norning--
V 9th
& one says he saw one yesterday--” This seens to have
been the day of their general arrival here--
but | have not seen one in C. yet.

It is a good plan to go to sone old orchard

on the S. side of a hill sit down & |listen--esp.
in the norning when all is still. Yo can thus
war bl e

often hear the distant * nete—of of sone
blue-bird lately arrived--which if you

had been wal ki ng woul d not have been audi -

ble to you. As | walk those first wld

spring days--with my coat thrown open stepping
over tinkling rills of melting snow -excited by

the sight of the bare ground--especially

11

225



ArWN =

(6]

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

29
30
31

t he reddi sh subsoil, where it is exposed

by a cutting--& by the few green radi -
stand still

cal leaves. | ~ shut my eyes & listen from

time to time in order to hear the note

of some bird of passage just arrived.

There are few if any so coarse and in-
sensible that they are not interested to hear
that the blue bird has come. The Irish
| aborer has learned to distinguish himé&
report his arrival. It is a part of the
news of the season to the lawer in his office
& the nechanic in his shop--as well as to
the farmer. One will remenber perchance
to tell you that he saw one a week ago
in the next town or county. Citizens just
cone in to the country to live put up a blue
bird box--& register record in sonme kind
of journal the date of the first arriva
observed--though it nmay be rather a | ate one.
The farmer can tell you when he saw the
first one, if you ask himw thin a week.

| see a great many of those gl ow
worm | i ke caterpillars observed in the freshet
in md winter--on the snow ice in the neadows
& fields nom#-alsoSHaLLetes of various kinds
& other caterpillars-- | think this unusua

no’ is owng to that freshet which washed
them out of their winter quarters so | ong ago

& they have never got back to them
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| also see, but their appearance is a
regul ar early spring, or late winter, phe-
nonenon--a great many of those
sl ender bl ack bodied insects from1/4 to
(with the feelers) one inch long--with
6 legs & long grey wings--2 feelers
before & 2 forks or tails like feelers behind.
The | ast are sonetines conceal ed by the
Wi ngs-- This is {wat} | have called for
conveni ence perla. {drawi ng} They are ereepirg
craw ing sl owly about over the snow -
| have no doubt that crows eat sone of
t he above naned caterpillars--but do other
bi rds?
The nystery of this life of plants is kindred
with that of our own |ives, and the physiol o-
Y%pr esume%
gi st must not %% be in too nmuch haste %9 % to explain
Yarki-eh%
their growth according to nmechanical |aws.

%or { } { } { } { } nechanics of his own naki ng%
we must not presune®* to probe with our fingers

vry% A} {} { }%
the sanctuary of %%l ife whether aninmal or
vegetable. if we do we shall discover nothing
but surface still. 9% The ultinate expression
or fruit of any created thing--is the fine
ef fl uence which only the nobst ingenuous
wor shi pper perceives at a reverent distance from
its surface even-- The cause & the effect are
equal | y evanescent & intangible--and the

former must be investigated wth in the

same spirit & with the same reverence with

S4underlined in penci

{/1}
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which the latter is perceived-- Only that

i ntell ect nakes any progress toward con-
ceiving of the essence which at the sane
time perceives the effluence. The rude

& ignorant finger is probing in the rind
still--for in this case too the angles of

i nci dence & exci dence are equal --& the
essence is as far on the other side of

the surface (or matter) as reverence strains
t he worshi pper on this--and only reverence
can find out this angle-- Shall we pre-

sune to shorten (or | essen) the angle at which

or alter
God chooses to be worshi pped.

Accordingly | reject Carpenter’s explanation

of the fact that a potato vine in a cellar
grows toward the |ight-- \Wen he says--

“The reason obviously is, that, in consequence
of the loss of fluid fromthe tissue of the
stem on the side on which the light falls,

it is contracted, whilst that of the other side
remains turgid with fluid; The stem makes

a bend, therefore, until its grow ng point
becomes opposite to the light, & then increases
in that direction.” (in Vegetable Physiol ogy

p 174.

There is no ripeness which is not so to speak

something ultimate in itself--& not merely a
perfected neans to a higher end-- In order to be

ripe it must serve a Transcendent use.

The ripeness of a |eaf--being perfected--I|eaves
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the tree at that point & never returns to
it. It has nothing to do with any other
fruit which the tree may bear--& only

%geni us%
the % % eye % % of the poet can--pluck it.
The fruit of a tree is neither in the seed or
the full grown tree
(the tinber)--but it is sinply the highest use
to which it can be put.

%var . %

Jan®® 8th A rainy day.

Pmto H Il in rain--

To us snow & cold seem a nere del ayi ng

of the spring. How far we are from under-

standi ng the value of these things in the econony

of Nat ure!
The earth is still nostly covered with ice &
snow- As usual | notice l|arge pools of

greeni sh water in the fields on an icy bottom
whi ch cannot owe their greenness to

the reflected blue mngled with the yellow sh
[ight at sundown--as | supposed in the case
of the green ice & water in clear wnter
days--for | see the forner now at md
day--wher & in a rain storm when no

sky is visible. | think that these green
pool s over an icy bottom nust be

produced by the yell ow-or common

earth stain in the water mngling with

the blue which is reflected fromthe

ice. Many pools have so large a

proportion of this yellow tinge as not

sBMar” altered from “Jan”
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the tea

to |l ook green but yellow- The stain " of
& of the soi

Wi t hered vegetation--grass & | eaves ™ supplies

the yellow tint.

But

per haps those erera patches of enerald

sky (sky just tinged with green) which we
far in the horizon or near it
sonetinmes see N --are produced in the

same way as | thought the green ice

was- - sorme yell ow gl ow refl ected from

a cloud mingled with the blue of the

at nosphere- -

One m ght say that the yell ow of

the earth mingled with the bl ue of

the sky--to nmake the green of vegetation

see under the p. pines on the S. W

sl ope of the hill--the reddish bud scal es

which fell on the 4th & also settled an inch into it

scattered on the snow * --& examning | find
many scales rest am d the needl es
that in a great many cases the buds

have been eaten by sone creature & the

scal es scattered about, or being opened have

cl osed over

a cavity--There is no track on

the snow-which is soft--but3® the scal es nust

have been dropt within a day or 2--

fresh

| see near

one pi ne however the ~ track of a partridge

& where one has squatted all night.

Tr acks

m ght possibly have been obliterated by the

rapid nmelting of the snow the | ast day or

2. Yet

aminclined to think that

these were eaten by the red squirrel--or was

it the crossbill? for this is said to visit us

316« b Ut ”

added

230



11
12
13
14

15

22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

in the winter. Have |

t he pine buds?

ever seen a squirrel eat

There is a fine freezing rain with strong

wind fromthe N so |

keep al ong under

shelter of hills & woods--along their S sides

in my India rubber coat & boots-- Under

the S. edge of Wodis Park--in the | ow

ground | see many

radi cal | eaves of the

it is

S. altissima & another, | ampretty sure * the S -

stricta--& occasionally also of the A undul atus

and all are nore or

at | east

| ess | ake beneath. The

first ~ have when bruised a strong scent. Se—+t

Sone of them have recently grown deci dedly.

So at | east several

kinds of G rods & asters

have radi cal |eaves |ake colored at this season
The conmmon strawberry | eaves too are quite fresh & a handsonme | ake col or beneat h- -

in many cases--

There are also many little rosettes of the

radi cal | eaves of the epil obium col oratum hal f

brown & withered--with bright green centers at

And even the under

side of some mullein | eaves

is |lake or crinson al so.

There is but a narrow strip of bare ground reaching

a fewrods into the wood al ong the S%7 edge- -

but the I ess ground then is bare the nore we

make of it. Such a day as this | resort

where the partridges & do--to the bare

ground and the sheltered sides of woods &

hills--& then explore the noist ground

for the radical |eaves of plants while the

st orm hovers over

head-- & |

i nserted

forget how the

| east.

11
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time is passing. If the weather is thick
and stornmy enough--1f there is a good
chance to be cold & wet & unconfortable
in the woods to feel weather beaten--
you may consune the afternoon to
advant age thus browsing al ong the edge
of the near wood--which woul d
scarcely detain you at all in fair weather
& you will as far away there as at the
end of your |ongest fair weather wal k--&
cone hone as if froman adventure.
There is no better fence to put between
you & the village than a storminto
which the villagers do not venture
out .

I go looking for green radical |eaves-- \Wat
a dim & shadowy exi stence have now to our
menories the fair flowers whose localities
they mark! How hard to find any trace of
their stemaf now after it has been flattened
under the snow, of the winter-- | go feeling
with wet & freezing fingers amd the withered
grass & the snow for these prostrate stemns
that | may reconstruct the plant. But
greenness so absorbs our attention--that sone
times | do not see the former rising fromthe
m dst of those radical |eaves when it al nost
puts ny eyes out-- The shepherds purse
radi cal | eaves are particularly bright.

| see there a dead white pine some 25

feet high--which has been al nost entirely

232



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

stript of its bark by the woodpeckers-- \Were
any bark is left the space between it & the
wood is comonly closely packed with the
gnawi ngs of worns which appear to have con-
suned the inner bark. But where the
bark is gone the wood also is eaten to sone
depth--& there are numerous hol es penetrating deep
into the wood-- Over all this portion which is
al nost all the tree-- the woodpeckers have knocked
off the bark & enlarged the holes in pursuit of
t he wor s.

The fine rain with a strong Nwind is now
form ng a glaze on ny coat-- Wen | get

hone the thernoneter is at 29°+ So a gl aze

seens to be formed when a fine rain is falling with

the thermoneter very little below the freezing point.

Men of science when they pause to con-
tenpl ate “The power w sdom & goodness” of Cod
or as they sometines call him*“The Al m ghty
Desi gner”-- speak of himas a total stranger
whomit is necessary to treat with the highest
consi derati on. They seem suddenly to have
lost their wits.

Mar. 9th

Pmto Lee's diff--with C
C says that he heard & saw a blue bird on
the 7th & RAE the sane. This was the day

on which they were generally observed. | am doubtfu

about one havi ng been seen on the 20th of Feb. by a boy

11

11
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1 as stated Feb 23d C al so saw a

2 /lskater insect on the 7th & a single blackbird

3 flying over Cassandra Pond whi ch he thought a G ackle--
4 /1A true spring day--not a cloud in the

5 sky--the earth shines its icy arnor

6 reflecting the sun--& the rills of melting

7 snow in the ruts shine too--& water

8 where exposed in the right Iight on

9 the river is a%8 remarkably shining blue--

10 just as the osiers appear brighter

11 /1Yet it is cool & raw & very w ndy--

12 The ice over the chanel of the river where
13 not quite nelted is now generally

14 /I mackerell ed--(the water representing the

15 bl ue portions--) with parallel openings

16 | eavi ng

17 riddling it or fermng a sort of network

18 of ice over it {drawi ng} answering

19 to the ridges

20 of the waves-- You can best observe them

21 from bridges

22

23 In some cases the snow upon the ice having
24 l[ain in successive drifts might al so assist
25 or nodify this phenonenon.

26 /1 The rain of yesterday has been filling
27 t he neadows agai n--fl owi ng up under

28 the dry ice of the winter freshet which

29 for the nost part rested on the ground

30 & so this rise is at first the | ess observed.
31 until it shows itself beyond the edge of

32 the ice.

318« 9" added
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At corner spring brook-- the water
reaches up to the crossing--& slants over
the ice there-- the brook bei ng open and sone
space on each side of it-- Wen | |ook
from 40-50 rods off at the yellow sh
wat er covering the ice about a foot here
it is decidedly purple (though when cl ose
by & | ooking down on it it is yellow sh nerely)--
while the water of the brook channel &

a rod on each side of it where there is no
ice beneath is a beautiful very dark bl ue.
These colors are very distinct--the |ine of
separation being the edge of the ice on

j uxt aposi tion
the bottom and this apparent nmngHRg
of different kinds of water is a very singu-
lar & pleasing sight. You see a light
purple flood, about the color of a red
grape--& a broad channel of dark purple
wat er, abeut as dark as a comon bl ue-purple
grape--sharply distinct across its mddle.

| see at Lee's the long narrow erm
radi cal | eaves of the T. stricta--just
beqi nning to push their shoots--the nost forward
| ooki ng pl ant there.

We cross F. H P. on the ice though
it is difficult getting on & off--it being
nel ted about the edges, as well as over-
flowed there

It is worthwhile to hear the wind roar
in the woods today. It sounds further off
than it is.

Canme across a stout & handsone
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woodchopper--with a full dark or bl ack
beard--but that on his upper |ip was
a distinct sandy color-- It was a very
pl easi ng contrast--suggesting a synpathy
with the center of light & intelligence
nearer to which it grew.
Mar 10t h

6 Amto Hil

| see at near the Stone bridge where
the strong NWwi nd of |ast night
broke the ice just fornmed--& set the
irregular triangular pieces on their edges
qui te perpendi cular & directed NW & SE

pretty
& ™ cl ose together--about 9 inches high
for half a dozen rods, like a dense
fleet of schooners with their mainsails
set.
when

And al ready ™ near the road
| hear the warble of ny first Concord
bl uebird come to ne fromthe hil
through the still norning air--& | ooking
up | see himplainly though so far
away a dark speck in the top of a
wal nut .

When | reach the assabet above
the Hem ocks-- | hear a | oud crashing
or battling sound--& | ooking through the
trees--see that it is the thin ice of

1/2 hour after sunrise
the night--~ now swiftly borne down
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the streamin large fleets & going to weck
against the thick old ice on each side--
This evidently is a phenonmenon of the
norni ng. The river too has first waked
up--and no doubt a river in mdsumer
as well as in winter--recognizes the advent
of the norning as much as a nan or an
ani mal does-- They retire at night &
awake in the norning.

Looki ng NE over Hosnmers nmeadow | see
still the rosy light reflected fromthe
| ow snow spits--alternating with green

ice there.

Ap. because the angle of incidence & excidence

are equal --Therefore we see the green
inice at sundown when we | ook about
over the ice--oeu+ visual ray maki ng such
an angle with it as the yellow |ight
fromthe Whorizon does in coming to it.

Pmto Wtherell Vale.

There are some who never say—of do nor
say anything--whose |ife nmerely excites ex-
pectation-- Their excellence reaches no further
than a gesture or node of carrying them
sel ves-- They are a sack dangling from
the waist, or a scul ptured war-club
over the shoul der-- They are like fine
edged tool s--gradual | y becom ng rusty

in a shop window- | like as well
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if not better to see a piece of iron or

st ee
will

in a

, out of which many such tools
be made--or the bushwhack
man’ s hand.

VWen | neet gentlermen & ladies | am

rem nded of the extent of the inhabitabl e3®

& uni

nhabi t abl e gl obe-- | exclaimto

nysel f. Surfaces!--Surfaces! If the out-

si de
what
hi gh

deser

of a man is so variegated & extensive
nust the inside be?-- You are
up the Platte®® river--traversing

ts--plains covered with rocks--with

no deeper hollow than a prairie-dog

hol e tenanted al so by owl s & venonous snakes.

As | | ook toward the woods

(fromWod’'s Bridge) | perceive the spring

V ap. 15

in the softened air »~ This is to nme the npst

i nter

esting & affecting phenonenon of the

season as yet. Am;arentl Y in consequence

of the very warmsun this still & clear day

filli
snow
vapor

l'i ke

ng in the earth 4/5 covered with
& ice there is an alnost invisible
hel d in suspension which is

a thin coat or enamel applied

to every object--& especially it gives to

t he woods--of pine & oak interningled

a softened & ™ living appearance-- They evidently

nore

stand in a nore genial atnosphere

t han

bef ore-- Looking nore |ow I

319« t”
320 Pn

not crossed
altered from*“p”
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see that shinmrering in the air over
the earth--which betrays the evapor-
ation going on-- Looking through this trans-
parent vapor--all surfaces--not osiers
bt and open waters al one--1o00k nore
vivid. The hardness of winter is rel axed--
There is a fine effluence surrounding the
wood--as if the sap had begun to stir--&
you could detect it a mle off. Such
is the difference between an object seen through
a warm nmpist, & soft air & a cold dry
hard one-- Such is the genial ness of
nature that the trees appear to have
put out feelers--by which the senses
apprehend them nore tenderly.
| do not know that the woods are ever nore

beauti ful or affect ne nore.

| feel it to be a greater success as a |l ecturer

to affect uncultivated natures-- than
to affect the npbst refined--for al
cultivation is necessarily superficial & its

root nay not even be directed toward the

centre of the being.

Ri vers too, |ike the wal ker, unbutton
their icy coats & we see the dark
bosoms of their channels--in the nidst
of the ice-- Again, in pools of nelted
snow, or where the river has risen, | |ook
into clear placid water & see the russet

grassy bottomin the sun
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/Il scoparius & the stil

Look up or down the open channe
now -so snoot h--1ike a hibernating
ani mal that has ventured to cone out
to the mouth of its burrough-- One
way, perhaps, it is like nelted silver
al l oyed with copper-- It goes
ni bbling off the edge of the thick ice
on each side-- Here & there | see
a musquash sitting in the sun on the
edge of the ice--eating a clam & the
clamshells it has left are those

al ong the edge-- Even & anon he drops

into the liquid mrror & soon reappears

wi th anot her clam
This clear placid silvery water
a phenonenon of spring. Wnter could

not show us this.

A broad channel of water separates

the dry land fromthe ice & the nmusquash

hunter finds it hard to reach the gane

he has shot on the ice.

/1 Fine red-stemed | eaves have begun to push

is evidently

growing in the Ind. ashes Carpenter says “The first green crust upon the cinders

where soot is taken off-- with which the sur-face of Ascension |sl|land was
covered, consisted of m nute nobsses.”

& bud on Cd am shell bank--

We sit in the sun on the side of Mney-

digger’s Hill--amd the crimson | ow

bl ueberry shoots--& the withered andropogon

(var--the comon) ~ There are some

greyi sh noths out &c--sonme gnats--

erect solidago arguta
& the tall stubble thickly hung with fresh gl eam ng cobwebs
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| see the bridged far away over the

ice-- resting on its thick piers above
the ice which is lifted around it-- It is
short | egged now- This level or®?! horizonta

resting on perpendicul ar bl ack ones

is always an interesting sight to ne.

As we sit

in the wonderful air--many

sounds--that of wood-chopping for one--

cone to our ears agreeably blunted or muffl ed

even |like the drumm ng of a partridge--not

sharp & rending as in winter as in winter & recently.

partridge should drumin wi nter--probably

it woul d not

reverberate so softly through

t he wood and sound indefinitely far.

l'i ne

Qur voices even sound differently & betray

the spring a+. W speak as in a house

--in a warm apartnent still--with

rel axed nmuscl es--& softened voi ces--

The voice--1ike a woodchuck in his burrow -

is met & capped in & encouraged

by al

geni al & sunny influences. These

may be heard now perhaps under south

hill sides--& the south sides of houses--a

sl i ght

i nsect

mur mur of conversation, as of

s, out of doors.

These earliest spring days are peculiarly

pl easant - - we shal

t hem f

or a year.

have no nore of

am apt to forget

that we may have raw & bl ustering days

321w Or ”
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a nonth hence. The conbination

of this delicious air, which you

do not want to be warnmer or

softer--with the presence of ice

& snow-your sitting on the

bare russet portions--the South hill-
sides--of the earth-- This is the

charm of these days-- It is the sunmer

begi nning to showitself like an old friend

in the mdst of winter-- You ranble

fromone drier russet patch to another-- These
are your stages. You have the air

& sun of summer--over snow & ice--&

in sone places ever the rustling of dry | eaves
under your feet as in Indian Sunmer days.

The blue-bird on the apple tree--warbling
so innocently to inquire if any of its mates
are within call.--the angel of the spring!

Fair & innocent yet the of fspring of the earth.
The col or of the sky above & of the subsoi
beneat h. Suggesti ng what sweet & inno-

cent nel ody--(terrestrial melody) may

have its birth-place between the sky &

t he ground.

2 frogs, (may have been R fontinalis--did not
them) junmped into Hosmer’s grassy ditch

See in one place a small swarm of
i nsects flying or gyrating--dancing

like large tipulidae--The dance al ways
Aw t hin the conpass of a foot” above?®?

s22n = . of a foot above" is not this far from"within the conpass” in the Ms, but the

spacing is here to allowroomfor the interlined text above to be where it

V5

is in the
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a piece of snow of the sane size in the
m dst of bare ground.

The npbst ornamental tree | have seen
this spring was the willow full of catkins
now showi ng nost of their down--in front of
Puf fer’s house.

Mar. 11th 59

Am By river side | hear the song of nany

song-sparrows-- The nmpost of a song of

any yet-- And on the swanp white oak

top by the stone bridge--1 see & hear a red-
wing. It sings alnobst steadily on its

perch there--sitting all alone, as if

to attract companions. (& | see 2 nore

al so solitary on different tree tops within

a quarter of a mle) calling the river

tolife &tenpting ice to nelt & trickle like

its own sprayey notes. Another flies
over on high--with a tchunk & at length
a clear whistle. The birds anticipate the
spring--they come to nelt the ice with
t heir songs.

But net hinks the sound of the wood-
pecker tapping is as much a spring note
as any these nmornings--it echoes peculiarly
in the air of a spring norning.

Pm to Hunt House
| go to get one nore sight of the old house

whi ch Hosmer is pulling down--but | amtoo

11

11
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late to see much of it-
& only little nore than
frame stands-- E Hosmer
are enployed taking it

draws all the nails, ho

puts themin his pocket

- The chimey is gone
t he obl ong square
& Nat han Hosmer
down-- The latter
wever crooked, &

s, for being wought

ones, N he says it is worth the while.

{draw ng} It appears
plainly {t+he} now that
the frame is laid

bare, that the

Eastern 2/3 of the main
house, is ol der than

the western 3rd--for yo
V. 12 ps forward-32

u

can see where the W part has been added

on--at the line AB. A
are hewn--in the newer
repai rs had been made
at the sane tine with t
back part had been adde
nmerely butted on at one
The peculiar cedar |ath
nortise) The 2 Hosners
The whol e has oak sills
that the chi mey was bu
time with the new part-
were flues init fromt

no break in the courses

On the chimey was the

the joists in the old part
sawn-- But very extensive
n the old part--prob

he addition. (Al so the

d on to the new part--

side w thout tenant or

es were confined to the old part
wer e confident

& pine tinbers

ilt at the sane

-because though there

he new part--there was

of brick about them

date 1703 (?) | think

that was it & if this was the date of the

chi mey--it woul d appear that the old

323Coul d be on line 14,

separated from but even with “the western...”
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The lathes long & sl ender of white cedar split
part bel onged to the Wnthrops & it nmay

go back to near the settlenent of the town.
In the old part the ends of the tinbers were
not nmerely nortised into the posts--but rested on a
shoul der thus {draw ng} The fire place
nmeasures 12 feet wide x 3 deep
X 4 1/2 high. The nantel tree is log 14 feet
long & sone 15 - 16 inches square at the ends--
but one half cut away diagonally between
the ends & nore charred. {drawing} It would
take 3 men to handle it easily.
The tinbers of the old part had been cased &
the joists plastered over at sone tinme--& now
that they were uncovered--you saw many ol d
menor andunms & scores in chalk on them-
as “May ye 4th” “Ephrai m Brown” 0-3s-
so they kept their score or tally
4d- - “oxen +H+++32*" such as the butcher
& baker sonetines nake-- Perhaps the occupant
had | et his nei ghbor have the use of his oxen
so many days. | asked if they had found
any old coins-- N Hosner answered yes--he
had & showed it me--took it out of his pocket
It was about as big as a quarter of a dollar--
with “Britain” & legible “Geo Il” & date “1742”
but it was of |ead. But there was no mnss--
not a copy of verses--only these chal k records
of butter & cheese oxen & bacon & a counterfeit

coin out of the smoky recesses.

824Geven ‘hash’ or counting marks in 1906 represented with a draw ng.
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/1

Very much such relics as you find in the

old rats nests in which these houses abound.

My mot her says that she has been to the

charitable society there-- One o
of the town used to call it “the
society.”

d jester

chattabl e

Ms A takes on dolefully on ac. of

the solitude in which she |ives--but she

gets little consolation. Ms B. says

she envi es her that

retirenment. Ms A

is aware that she does, & says it

is as if

a thirsty man shoul d envy another the

river in which he is drowning. So goes

the world--it is either this extrene or that.

t oo nuch

O solitude--one gets enstgh & anot her

not enough.

E. Hosmer says that a man told himthat

he had seen ny uncle Charles--take a 12

foot | adder set it

up & down the other side,

up straight & then run

behi nd hi mas he went down.
E H told of seeing himoften at the tavern toss his hat to the ceiling twirling it
over & catch it on his head every tinme?®
Large flocks of black-birds today in the

el mtops--& other trees-- These are the 1st con-

spi cuous |l arge flocks of birds--

kicking it from

J. Farner says he saw ducks this norning

/1 & has seen | arks sone days

/1

Channi ng saw

geese today- -

Find out as soon as possi bl e3% what

are the best things in your conposition--

525nly the last two words,

MS, so from"E H.'
%26poss " possi bl y"

to "his head"

“every tine,”

is one |ine of

of the interlined text wap to next

interlined text.

line in
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& then shape the rest to fit them The
former will be the mdrib & veins of the |eaf.
There is always sonme acci dent

in the best things--whether--thoughts
or expressions or deeds-- The nenorabl e
t hought s--the happy expression the adm rable
deed—- are only partly ours-- The thought cane
to us because we were in a fit mood--al so
we were unconscious & did not know that
we had said or done a good thing®. Ww
must wal k consciously only part way toward
our goal--& then leap in the dark to our
success. \What we do best or npst per-
fectly--is what we have nobst thoroughly
| earned by the | ongest practice--& at |length
it falls fromus w thout our notice
as a leaf froma tree-- It is the [Last tine
we shall do it--our unconscious
| eavi ngs.

Sat urday Mar. 12th

Pmwalk in rain to Mnisterial swanp

Going up the R R inthis rain with
a Swind. | see a pretty thick [ ow fog
ext endi ng across the RR only agai nst Dennis’
swanp. There being nmuch nore ice & snow within
t he swanp--the vapor is condensed & i s bl own
northward {over}3®*® the RR | see these |oca
fogs with always the sane origins--ie

| arge masses of snow or ice--in swanps or woods

827"t hi ng" poss. written over "think"
328“gver” in 1906 but unlike T's normal "over.'
t hough.

Not sure what else it could be

/1
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perhaps the N. side of hills--in severa
pl aces afterward-- The air is warm-
As often as we cane to a particularly icy or snow place--as Harrington road in
woods- -we found ourselves in a fog.3?°
It is a regular spring rain such
as | renmenber wal ki ng in--w ndy but
warm- |t alternately rains hard & then
holds up a little-- Asimlar alter-
nation we see in the waves of water &
all aH-2%° undul ati ng surfaces--in snow
& sand & the clouds (the mackere
sky--) Now you walk in a conparative
lull anticipating fair weather--with
but a slight drizzling--& anon the w nd
bl ows & the rain drives down harder than
ever-- In one of these lulls as | passed
t he Joe Hosner (rough-cast) house--
I thought | never saw any bank so handsone
as the russet hill-side behind it-- It is
a very barren exhausted soil where the cladonia
i chens abound--& the lower side is a flow ng
sand--but this russet grass with its weeds
bei ng saturated with nmoisture--was in
this light the richest brown, {nethought},
that | ever saw- There was the pale brown
of the grass--red-browns®! of sone weeds
sar ot hra{ e}
(j ohnswort 2, & pi nweed probably) dark browns
sweet
of huckl eberry ~fern stens--& the very visible
green of the cl adoni as--30 rods off--

& the rich brown fringes®® where the broken

sod hung over the edge of the sand bank

S2%W aps after “Harrington road in woods--we...” in the Ms, all interlined between
lines 2 and 5.
30T seens to have crossed “all” out twi ce.

%31Coul d be “red-brown,”.
832« j ohnswort” possibly cancell ed. Cancelled in (absent fron) 1906
3%3Coul d be “fringe,”.
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| did not see the browns of withered

vegetation so rich last fall--& nethinks

these terrestrial |ichens were never nore

fair & promnent. On sone knolls these

vivid & ranmpant |lichens as it were dwarf

t he oaks. A peculiar & unaccountable

light seemed to fall on that bank--

or hill side--though it was thick storm

all around-- A sort of Newf oundl and

sun seened to be shining on it. It was

such a light that you | ooked around for

the sun that mght be shining on it.

Both the common | argest & the very snall est

hypericuns (sarothra) & the pi nweeds were very

rich browns at a little distance col ori ng whol e
& fallen

fields--& al so withered® ferns reeking wet

--1t was a prospect to excite a reindeer

These tints of brown were as softly & richly fair

& sufficing & the nost brilliant autumal

tints. In fair & dry weather these spots

may be comon pl ace--but now t hey

are worthy to tenpt the painter’s brush--

The picture should be the side of a barren
lichen-clad hill--with a flowi ng sand bank
beneat h--a few bl acki sh huckl eberry bushes- -
here & there & bright white patches of
snow here & there in the ravines-- The
hill running east & west & seen through

the stormfroma point 20 or 30 rods S.
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1 This kind of light--the air being ful

2 of rain & all vegetation dripping with
3 it--brings out the browns wonderfully.
4 I notice now particularly the sallows

by the RR--full of dark cones as a fruit
br oad
The “radical |eaves of ap. water dock

/1

©oo~NO O

are very fresh & conspi cuous- -

10 /1 See 2 ducks flying over Mnisterial swanp--

11 In one place in the meadow S E of

12 Tarbels-- | find on the ice about a

13 coupl e of holes an inch across where a little
14 stubbl e shows itself--a great many snall

15 say a thousand

16 //ants dead- "they are strewn about the hol es
17 for 6 or 8 inches--& are collected in a

18 dense heap about the base of the stubble.

19 | take up a mass of themon ny knife each one
20 entire--but now of course all wet & ad-

21 hering together. It |looks as if they had

22 been tenpted out by the warnmth of the

23 sun & had been frozen or drowned--or is it

24 possi ble that they were killed by the frost
25 last fall & now washed up through the

26 ice? | think fromtheir position around the base
27 of the stubble in that little hole in the ice
28 that, that they came out of the earth &

29 clustered there since the ice nelted to that
30 extent. There are many other insects &

31 (& esp. spiders dead)

32 worns ~& caterpillars on the ice there

33 as well as el sewhere
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| perceive that a freshet which washes
the earth bare in the winter--& causes
a great flow of water over it in that state--
(when it is not soaked up--) nust destroy
a great many insects & worns. | find a great--
many that appear to have been drowned rather than
frozen. May not this have tenpted the blue birds
on early this year?

Mar 13t h
7Am F. Hyemalis in yard-

3%Goi ng down RR--listening intentionally | hear

far--through the notes of song sparrows (which
are very numerous) the song of one or 2 |arks
Al so hearing a coarse chuck | | ook up & see
4 bl ack birds whose size & long tails betray them C. b. birds %?%
Also | hear | ampretty sure--the cackle of a pigeon-
woodpecker .

The bright catkins of the willow are the spring-
i ng nost generally observed.

Pmto Geat Fields

Water rising still--Wnter-freshet ice on
nmeadows still nore lifted up & partly broken in
some places-- The broad light artery of the
river (& sone in nmeadows too) very fair in
the distance from Peters.

Garfield caught a skunk lately--

Talking with Garfield to-day about his trap-
pi ng he said that mnk brought 3 1/4 dollars
a remarkably high price--& asked if | had

seen any. | said that | comonly saw

3%4Coul d be i ndent ed.

/1

11

11

11
11

11

11
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2 or 3in a year--

He said that he had

not seen one alive for 8 or

“But you trap theni--

catch 30 or 40 dollars worth every winter.’

10 years.

“Ovyes” said he. “I

3%Thi s suggests how little a trapper

may see of his gane.

In sone nmeadows |

see a great many

dead spiders on the ice--where ap

{thes}

it has been overfl owed--or rather

it was the heavy rain nethinks--when

they had no retreat.

/1

Hear a ground squirrel’s sharp chirrup

whi ch makes you start it is so sudden--

but he is prob.

see hi

m

earthed again, for | do not

%%n the N. E part of the Great Fields |

find the broken shel

of a {——} C. Blandingii?®’

--on very dry soil-- This is the 5th then

/11 have seen in the town Al

in the G eat

the rest were 3

neadows (one of themin a ditch) &

1 within a rod or 2 of Beck Stow s Swanp.

It is remarkabl e that the spots where

I find nost arrowheads &c being |ight

dry soil--(as the Geat Fields--Cam

shel

Hill--&c) are anong the first

to be bare of snow-& the frost gets out

there first. It

is very curiously & particu-

larly true--for the only parts of the

335Coul d be i ndent ed.
336 pj d.
S37E, Bl andi ngi

m ght

be “turt”

is atype of turtle (Blanding' s Turtle),

or

“tort.”

so the crossed out text
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N. E section of the Geat Fields which

are so dry that | do not slunp there--

are those small in area--when perfectly

bare patches of sand occur--and then singularly

enough the arrowheads are particularly

commn-- |Indeed in some cases | find them

only on such bare spots a rod or 2 in extent

where a single wig wam m ght have stood--

& not half a dozen rods off in any direction

Yet the difference of |evel may not be

nore than a foot--(if there is any).

It is as if the Indians had sel ected precise-

ly the driest spots on the whole plain with

a viewto their advantage at this season--

If you were going to pitch a tent tonight

on the great fields you would inevitably

pitch on one of these spots--or else |lie down

in water or nud--or

onice. It is as if they

had chosen the sight of their wi g wans at

this very season of

| see a snul

t he year.

fl ock of black birds

flying over--sonme rising others falling

yet all advanci ng together--one flock
sone silent others tchucking
but many birds® --incessant alternation

Thi s harnoni ous nbvenent as in a dance--this

agreeing to differ--nakes the charm of the

spectacle to me. One bird | ooks fractional --

--naked--like a single thread unraveling from

the web to which it

bel ongs-- Alternation!
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1 alternation! Heaven & Hell

2 Here again--in the flight of a bird--

3 its ricochet motion--is that undul ation

4 observed in so nany naterial s--as

5 in the mackerel sky.

6 If nmen were to be destroyed & the books they
7 /[l have witten be transnmitted to a new race

8 of creatures in a new world--what kind

18 of record would be found in them of so remarka-

i% //ble a phenonenon as the rain-bow?

13 I can not easily forget the beauty

14 of those terrestrial browns in the rain yesterday--
15 The withered grass was not of that very pale

ig //hoary brown that it is today--now that it is

18 dry--& lifel ess--but being perfectly saturated

19 & dripping with the rain the whole hillside

20 seened to reflect a certain yellow sh Iight

21 so that you | ooked around for the sun in

22 the mdst of the storm- Al the yellow

23 & red--& leather color, in the fawn col ored

24 weeds was nore intense than at any

25 ot her season. The withered ferns, which

26 fell last fall, pinweeds--sarothra

27 & were actually a gl owing brown--for

28 t he sane reason--being all dripping wet--

29 The cl adoni as crowning the knolls had visibly

30 expanded & erected thensel ves--though seen 20 rods
31 of f--& the knolls appeared swelling & bursting

32 as with yeast.
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Al'l these hues of brown were npst beau-
tifully blended--so that the earth appeared
covered with the softest & nost harnoniously
spotted & tinted tawny fur3® coat of any ani-
mal . The very bare sand sl opes--with
only here & there a thin crusting of npbsses--was
a richer color than ever it is.

In short in these early spring rains, the
wi t hered herbage thus saturated, & reflecting
its brightest withered tint, seens in a certain
degree to have revived--& synpathizes with

or browni sh
the fresh greenish or yellow sh *lichens in
its mdst, which also seemed to have withered.

It seenmed to ne, &1 think it may be the
truth, that the abundant noisture, bringing
out the highest color in the brown surface
of the earth--(ref+eected—or) generated a certain
degree of light, which when the rain held
up a little rem nded you of the sun shining
through a thick mst.

OGak | eaves whi ch have sunk deep into the ice--now
are seen to be handsonely spotted with black--
(of fungi or (lichens? ?) which spots are rarely
perceived in dry weather.

Al that vegetable Iife which | oves a super-
fluity of npoisture is now ranpant--cold
t hought it is, conpared with sumer--

Radi cal | eaves are as bright as ever they

are- -

%% ooks like T started to wite a "g" and changed it to an

ufu

in

"fur
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The barrenest surfaces--perhaps are
as yesterday

the nost interesting in such weather *

when the nost terrene colors are seen--

The wet earth & sand--& esp. subsoi

are very invigorating sights--

The Hunt House, to draw from nenory

t hough | have given its measures within

2 years in nmy journal --1ooked like this

{drawing} This is only

generally correct--

wi t hout a scale--

%/ V2 ps back%

Prob grackl es have been seen sone days--1 think
//saw them on the {21st}? Garfield says he saw
/1black ducks yesterday

Mar 14t h
Pmto Hunt House--
| thought fromthe above draw ng--that the
original door nust have been in the mddle

of the old part & not at one end--and that

| should detect it in the manner in which

the studs were set in. | really did so &

found some other traces of the old door (where

have dotted it) when | got there.
Some of the chal k marks whi ch have been
preserved under the {setHng} casing of

the tinbers so | ong--have been conpletely

256



ArWN =

(6]

17
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
30
31
32
33

washed of f

st ood bare.

chanber

Also read in chalk on a

in yesterdays rain as the frane

Afloor joint (which had been pl astered over beneat h)

“{enfine} Brown” so many s & d--& what

nost read for

“Feb 1666” but being

witten over a rough knot it is doubtful.
"Hi des {*“so—+wuech} 3"
Saw E. Honer take up the cellar stairs

They are of~ oak {draw ng}{draw ng}

white

squar ed

in

formlike one half of a*™white oak | og

sawed di agonal ly-- These lie flat on

t heir broadest sides on the slanting earth--

resting near each end on a horse which

is a white oak stick with the bark
& sunk in the earth
on, hewed on the upper side® -- & they

are fastened to this by 2 {pins} of wood placed

as | have indicated.

judge by nmy eye that the house is 15

feet high to the eaves-- The posts are

remar kably sawn & hewn away--on ac.

of

{the} projection of the upper story--so that

they are nore than 2ce as | arge above

as bel ow-thus {draw ng} the corner

being cut on 2 sides or nore than
(6 inches off them
hal f away “bel ow the 2nd story.

posts

{drawi ng} The chimmey was laid in clay. “T. B.”

perhaps the initials of Thomas Brown

al so “I.

H D.”

wer e
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The cowslip in pitcher has fairly

/1 bl ossoned t oday.

| see a large flock of grackles
er—the searching for food al ong the
water’s edge, just below Dr. Bartletts
-- sonme wade in the water-- They are within
a dozen rods of me & the road. It
nmust be sonething just washed up that
they are searching for for the water has
just risen & is still rising fast. Is it
not insects & wornms washed out of the
grass? & perhaps the snails {draw ng} ?

VWhen a grackle sings--it is as if his nmouth
were full of cotton--which he was trying to
spit out.

The river is still rising-- It is {open}
& general ly over the meadows-- The
neadow ice is rapidly breaking up. Geat
cakes half a dozen rods long are
drifted down agai nst the bridges.

There is a strong current on the meadow
not only N along the causeway--but S
al ong the N end of the causeway--the water
tries rushing both ways toward the only
outlet at the bridge. This is proved
by great cakes of ice floating swiftly
along parrallel with the causeway- -
but in opposite directions to neet at the

bri dge. They are then soon broken
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up by the current after they strike the
abutnents-- | see a |arge cake 8 feet
wi de & 10 inches thick just broken off carried

under the bridge in a vertical position &

whol |y underwat er such is the pressure there.
This shows to what an extent the cause-
ways & bridges act as dans to the flood--
Mar 15t h
Rai ny day--& southerly w nd
I cone home in the evening through a

very heavy rain--after 2 brilliant rainbows

at sunset-- The first of the year
Mar 16

6 Am The water is just over the slanting

iron truss 4 feet fromits E end. & still rising.

Pm

Launch ny boat & sail to Ball’'s Hil

It is fine clear weather & a strong N W
wi nd-- What a change since yesterday!
Last night | cane honme through an in-
cessant heavy rain as | have been out in
for many years--through the nuddi est
& wettest of streets--the still partly
covered with ice--& the rain water stood
over shoes in many places on the
si de-wal ks. | heard of several who
went astray in this water--& had ad-
ventures in the dark-- You require india

rubber boots then. But today I

11

/1

/1

/1
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see the children playing at hopscotch

on those very sidewal ks--with a bed nmarked

in the dry sand--

So rapid are the

changes of weather with us--& so porous

our soil.

Wth a strong wind we sail over the

red-bridge road. The water

over the |lower side of the road as over

is falling

For the road really operates as a dam -
much
the water being ~lower on the E side.

a dam

A new phase of the spring is presented--

A new season has cone. By the soaking
& the w nd3*
rai n® of yesterday 23 especially the remaining snow

& i ce has been al nost entirely {washed} away

swept 341

& the ice has been broken up floated off &

nel ted--& t+he much frost taken out

of the ground--& now as we glide {ef}3* over

the Great Meadows before this strong

wi nd--we {———} no | onger see dripping satu-

rated russet & brown banks through rain--hearing

at intervals the alarmnotes of the early robins--

--banks which reflect a yellow sh |ight--

now

but we see--the bare & “pale brown & dry

russet hills--the earth has cast off her

white coat & conme forth in her clean

early

washed sober russet “spring dress-- As we

| ook over the lively tossing blue waves for

a mle or nore Eastward & N our eyes fal

39T has line drawn fromthis interlined text to left caret.

340Caret crossed out.
S4lWitten inmmediately under "{washed}".

342Unknown word or

parti al

word crossed out.

Per haps “of”.
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on these shining russet hills--& Balls hil
appears in this strong Iight at the verge of this
undul ating blue plain--like some glorious

newly created island of the spring--just sprung
up fromthe bottomin the m dst of the

bl ue waters-- The fawn col ored oak | eaves

with a few pines interm xed--thickly covering

the hill--1ook not like a withered vegetation
--but an {etherial} kind just expanded--& pec-

culiarly adapted to the season--& the sky.

Look toward the sun the water is yell ow -as—++

as water in which the earth has just washed it-
self clean of its winter inmpurities-- Look from

the sun & it is a beautiful dark bl ue--but

in each direction the crest of the waves are white--

& you cannot sail or row over this watery

wi | derness wi thout sharing the excitenent of this
el ement-- Qur sail draws so strongly that we

cut through the great waves wi thout feeling
them- And all around half a nmle or anle

di stant | ooking over this blue foreground | see
the bare & peculiarly neat & clean washed & bright
russet hills {reflect} the bright light (after
the stormof yesterday) froman infinite nunber
of dry bl ades of withered grass-- The russet
surfaces have now as it were a conbed | ook--
conbed by the rain. And the | eather color

of withered oak | eaves covering Balls Hil

seen a mle or 2 off in the strong Iight
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with a few pines interm xed--as if it were
an island rising out of this blue sea
in the horizon--this sight affects nme
as if it were visible at this season only.
VWhat with the clear air & the blue water--
& the sight of the pure dry withered | eaves--that
distant hill affects me as something altogether
{etherial}.
After a day of soaking rain--concl uded

wi th a doubl e rai nbow-the eveni ng before

[not to nmention the rain of the evening] go out into

the sparkling spring air enmbark on the
flood of nelted snow and of rain gathered

fromall hill sides--with a north west w nd

in which you often find it hard to stand up straight.

& toss upon a sea--of which one half is
liquid clay--the other liquid indigo--
& ook round on an earth dressed in a
pal e

honespun of ~sheeny brown & | eather color--
Such are the blessed & fairy isles we sai
t ol

We neet one great gull beating up the

/1

coarse of the river against the wind at Flints
but there was very little water then

/1 Bridge (one says they were seen about a week ago). It is
a very leisurely sort of linping flight--tacking its
way along like a sailing vessel-- Yet the slow security

with which it advances suggests a |leisurely con-

tenpl ativeness in the bird as if it were working out

some problemquite at its leisure-- As often as

its very narrow |l ong & curved wings are lifted
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di stinct
up against the light | see a very narrow" |ight

edging to the wing where it is thin. Its black-tipped
wings. Afterwards fromBalls hill |ooking N
| see 2 nore circling about |ooking for food
over the ice & water
There is an unexpected quantity of ice in that
direction--not on the channel but the neadows
east of it all the way fromBalls H Il to
Carlisle bridge--1arge nasses which have drifted
fromthe channel & from above--for there
the wind has blown nore directly across the river--
These great nasses have been driven & wedged
one agai nst anot her & ground up on the
This first sight of the bare tawy & russet earth--seen afar
per haps over the neadow fl ood affeets in the spring affects nme as the
edges. first glinpse of land--his native | and does the voyager who has not
seen it inlong time -- But in a week or 2 we get used to it.3
I 1 ook down over Tarbell’s Bay just N of
Balls Hill-- Not only meadows but potato
& rye-fields are buried deep--& you see there
sheltered by the hills on the N Wa placid blue
bay- - having the russet hills for shores-- This
these deep & narrow “fiords”
ki nd of bay or | ake made by the freshet--
can only be seen along such a streamas this
liable to an annual freshet-- The water rests
as gently as a dew drop on a leaf-- laving
its tender tenporary shores. It has no strand
--leaves no pernanent water {markers}--
but though you look at it 1/4 of a mle
of f--you know that the rising flood is gently

overflowing a nyriad withered green bl ades there

in succession. There is the magic of |akes

I nterlined text begins with "This first sight" and ends with "used to it" but does

not include "edges." on |line 17.
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that come & go--the | ake or bay is not

an institution, but a phenonenon--

You plainly see that it is so nuch

wat er poured into the hollows of the earth.

Mar 17--59
6 1/2 Am

River risen still higher--it is 7 1/2 inches
//beIOM/the hi ghest part of the truss--
& about 15 1/2 inches bel ow the m ddl e
st one
of the lower ~step of the RR It is not
quite over Wods road--
/1 | hear a robin fairly singing
A great many nusquash have been
killed within a week-- One says a cart | oad
have been killed in Assabet-- Perhaps a
dozen gunners have been out in this town every
day-- They get a shilling apiece for their skins--
One nman getting nusquash & one m nk earned
5 or 6 dollars the other day. | hear their guns
early & late long before sunrise & after sunset--
for those are the best tines.
Pmto Flints Bridge by water-—
344The water is very high--& snooth as ever
/[lit is-- It is very warm- | wear but one coat
on the water--the town & the land it is built
on seemto rise but little above the fl ood--

This bright smooth & | evel surface seens

here the prevailing elenent as if the

344M ght be i ndent ed.
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di stant town were an island. | realize

how wat er predom nates on the surface

of the globe-- | amsurprised to see new &

unexpected water |ines drawn by the

| evel edge of the flood about knolls

in the neadows & in the woods--waving

lines--rarely if ever recognized or thought

of by the wal ker or any--which mark the

boundary of a possible or probabl e*® freshet

any spring. Even if the highest water nmark

were indicated at one point--the surveyor
short of infinite

could not with any |abor™ draw these |ines

for us--which wi nd about every el evation

of earth or rock-- Yet, though this slight

di fference of level which the water so sinply

& effectively points out, is so unobservable

by us ordinarily--no doubt nature never for-

gets it for a nonment--but plants grow

& insects & breed in conformty to it-- Many

a kingdom of nature has its boundaries par-

allel with this waving line. By these

freshets--the rel ation o&esonﬁ field, usually

far fromthe stream to’e‘1 future or past del uge

is suggested-- | am surprised & anused at | east

--to walk in such a field & observe the nice

di stinctions which the great water |eve

makes there. So plants & animals &

t hought s have their conmonly unseen

shores--and many portions of the

3L ooks like T first wote “probably” then crossed out the bottompart of the y and

made it an e.

36T may have inverted this "a" and the caret belowit,

and the "a" is below the |ine.

so that the caret’s on top
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earth are with reference to them
i sl ands or peninsulas or capes--shores

or nts--

W are stiff & set in our geography--because

the I evel of water is conparatively, or within

short periods, unchangeabl e-- W | ook

only in the sea for islands & continents & their

varieties-- But there are nore subtle & in-
visible & fluctuating fl oods--which island
this or that part of the earth--whose
geogr aphy has never been mapped.

For instance--here is Mantatuket Rock--
--commonly a rocky peninsula with a | ow
or swanmpy neck--& all covered wi th wood.
It is now a small rocky island--& not
only the swanpy neck--but a considerable
portion of the upland is blotted out by
the flood--covered & conceal ed under water.
& what surprises ne is that the water
should so instantly know & select its own
shore--on the upl and--though | could
not have told with nmy eye whether it
woul d 30 feet this way or as many that. 3
A distinction is nade for ne by the water
in this case which | had never thought of--
revealing the relation of this surface--
to the flood ordinarily far fromit--

& which | now begin to perceive that

347] bi d.
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every tree & shrub & herbaci ous plant grow ng
there knew, if | did not.

How di fferent today from yesterday!
Yest erday--was a cool bright day--the
earth just washed bare by the rain--&
a strong N. W wind rai sed respectable billows
on our vernal seas--& inparted remarkable
life & spirit to the scene. To day its per-
fectly still & warm-not a ripple disturbs
the surface of these | akes--but every insect
every small black beetle struggling on it
is betrayed--but seen through this air
t hough many might not notice the
di fference the russet surface of the earth
{does} not shine--is not bright-- | see no
shining russet islands with dry but
flushing oak | eaves-- The air is conparatively
dead when | attend to it--& it is as if
there were the veil of a fine nmist over al
objects--dulling their edges-- Yet this would

aeri al

be called a clear day. These” differences
in the days are not comonly apprecia-
ted though they affect our spirits.

VWhen | am opposite the end of the
willow row-seeing the osiers of perhaps
2 years old--all in a mass-- They are seen
to be very distinctly yell owi sh beneath &

scarl et above {draw ng}--They are 50 rods off--
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Here is the sanme chemistry that colors
the leaf or fruit coloring the bark--
It is generally--probably always--the
upper part of the twi g--the nore recent
grom h--that is the higher colored &
nore flower or fruit-like-- So | eaves are
nore etherial the higher up--& further
fromthe root-- In the bark of the tw gs
i ndeed is the nore permanent fl ower
or fruit-- The flower falls in spring or sumer
fall or wther
--the fruit & leaves” in autum {———}
wHther --but the blushing twigs retain
appear
their col or throughout the winter & are
nore brilliant than ever the succeeding
spring-- They are winter fruit. It adds greatly
of winter or of
to the pleasure of |ate Novenber e+"3® early spring
wal ks to I ook in to these nazes of twi gs of
different col ors.
As | float by the Rock, | hear rustling amd

t he oak | eaves above that new water |ine--&

there being no wind I knowit to be a striped squir-

//rel & soon see its |long unseen striped sides

flirting about the instep of an oak. The

Its lateral stripes--alternate black & yell ow sh
which I have not seen for a long tine
are a type”-- {drawi ng} or rather a punctuation

the character to indicate

mar k- - (where) a new paragraph {comrences} in
the revolution of the seasons. Doubl e lines.
I find by nmeasurenent that there

is from2 to 3 inches fall in the m ddl e between

348The caret appears to be placed over the word “or
out.

as if T neant

it to be crossed
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the piers of Flints bridge--on the 2 sides of the
bri dge- - supposi ng the planking to be | evel but
there is nuch nore close to the abutnents--
for the water is very conspicuously heaped up
in the mddle in each case--or between
each 2 piers--thus {draw ng}
If you |l ook fromabove it is sonmewhat thus
{draw ng}
If I land now on any knoll which is
| eft dry above the flood--an island in
the meadow-& its surface is broken | am
pretty sure to find Ind. relics. They pitcht
their wi gwans on these hi ghest places--near water.
| was speaking yesterday of the3®
peculiarity of our meadow bays in tine of
fl ood--a shore where there are no shore
marks--for in time trees rocks & arrange
t hensel ves parallel with the waters edge &

the water by its marking nmakes for itself a strand
fromthe bank

washi ng out the soil "& leaving the sand & stones--

--& paths of animals & nen conformto

t he permanent shore but in this case

all is abrupt & surprising-- Rocky islands
covered with green lichens & with poly pody

hal f subnerged rise directly fromthe water

9This line is indented substantially in M.
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1 & trees stand up to their middles init.

2 Any eye woul d perceive that a rock covered

3 with green lichens quite down to the waters edge
4 was sonet hi ng unusual .

5 Mar 18t h

6 8 Am-to Stone Bridge

7 The water has fallen 3 or 4 inches-- It
8 was at its height last night & was then

9 11 This is quite high water

10 about 5 inches bel ow the highest part

11 of the truss-- But it was now begun

12 torain & the river will prob. rise again.

13 Al ong the shores you see now nuch

14 coarse wrack of green & black pontederia

ig //sterrs——whi ch have been torn up by the ice--
17 The ice & the wack are also dotted with

18 cranberries here & there.

19 VWhat a variety of weather! Wat a

20 the 15th

21 difference in the days. 3 days ago™ we

22 with a southerly w nd

23 had steady rain--~ with a clear interval

24 & a brilliant double rain bow {at} sunset--
25 A day when all the russet banks were dripping
26 saturated with wet--& the peep of the robin
27 was heard through the drizzle & the rain--

28 In the evening it rained again rmuch harder

29 than before- %%0The next day it

30 it was clear & cool with a strong N. W

31 wind--& the flood still higher on the meadows
32 --the dry russet earth & | eather col ored

%%0Gp here mrrors M.
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oak reflected a flashing light from

far--the tossing blue waves with white

crests excited the beholder & the sailer--

--in short the tables were conpletely turned

Snow & ice were for the nost part washed

& bl own away--from both | and & wat er—

-- lYesterday it was very warm w t hout

percepti bl %2 wind—{not} a conparatively life-

| ess--yet such as {invalids} like--with no

flashing surfaces but as it were an invisible

m st sobering down every surface--& the

wat er still higher than before, was per-

fectly smooth all day-- This was a weat her

br eeder - 33To day--comes a still

steady rain again--whieh with warm

weat her & a southerly w nd--which threatens

to raise the river still higher, though it had
V 10 ps forward

begun to fall.

One woul d say that frost in the ground
though it may be nelted for several inches
(as now) {bred} rain--if indeed its {evaper}-
ations do not create it. Expect rain
after rain till the frost is conpletely out.
The nelted frost rising in the formof vapor
returns perhaps in rain to liberate its kind
still inprisoned in the earth.

Consi der how | di scovered where the
Wnthrop fanmily in this town placed their

front door some 200 years ago--w thout any

%%1gpace here mirrors M
32pgss. “perceptibly.”
%3Gp here mrrors M.
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Fl ood who is saving rails & at the Stone
Bridge-- remarks that old settlers say
this streamis highest the 3rd day after a
rain-- But of course this depends on the
amount of the rain--the direction & force
of the wind & &c-- A SWwind will
t ake the water out sooner--& any strong
wind will evaporate it fast

Ri ce thinks that he has seen--2 gulls on
t he Sudbury meadows--the white & the
gray gulls-- He has often seen a nan
shoot the large gull from Canbridge bridge--
by heading himoff--for the gull flies slowy
He would first run this way & when the
gull turned {asid}--run that, till the gul

passed right over his head when he shot him

Rice saw F. H Pond still covered with ice

/1 though open along the shore yesterday--

| frequently see the gulls flying up the
course of the streamor of the river valley

at | east.

R thinks that the ducks will be seen nore

nuner ous- - gat heri ng on our waters--just be-

fore a storm-like yesterday’s
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verbal --or witten--or ocul ar evidence--

| first detected & then verified it-- | with
ot hers, saw by the franme of the old Hunt
house--that an addition had been nade

toits west end in 1703-- This brought the
front door which was in the middle of the
present— near one end of the original or

W nt hrop house-- | sitting at hone, said to
nysel f - -havi ng an occult synpathy

with the Wnthrops of that date-- The front
door must originally have been in the mddle
of the old house--for symetry & conveni ence
required it--&if it was | shall find traces
of it | shall find there where studs

have been set into the frame in a different
manner fromthe rest-- | went to the house
& | ooked where the door should have been--

& | found precisely the evidence | sought--
& besi de where the tinber above had

been cut out just the width of the

door-- Indeed if | had found no traces

of the old door--1 should have known that

t he present door was placed where it mgz
after the house was built--for at this
corner of the house the end of the sil
chanced to be nearly round--the stick tapering--

& the post was fitted upon in a remarkabl e
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manner - -t hus {draw ng} oak wood had been thus

| aboriously fitted to it--but within--3 feet

of the corner this sill had been wholly cut away
under the door--to make roomfor it--for

they certainly had not put in a piece of sill only

3 feet long & of that formthere originally.

Mar 19--59
Yver y%
7 Am Fair weather--& a % %trong®* S. W /1
wi nd--the water not quite so high as day before /1

yest erday--(just about as high as yesterday norning) not-

wi t hst andi ng yesterday’s rain--which was pretty copi ous.
Pmto Tarbell’s via J P Brown’ s--

The wi nd bl ows very strongly fromthe SW-& the

course of the river being NE--it nust help

the water to run off very much. If it blew

wi th equal violence fromthe N--the river

woul d probably have risen on account of yesterday’s

rain. On the N. E. sides of the broadest

expanses the waves run very high--

quite sea-like--& their tumult is exciting

both see & hear-- Al sorts of |unber

is afloat--rails--planks & tinber &c

which the unthrifty neglected to secure--now

changes hands. Much RR | unber

is floated off-- Wiile one end rests on the

land-- It is the RR's, but as soon as it

is afloat it is nmade the property of

hi m who saves it-- | see sone poor

nei ghbors as earnest as the RR enpl oyees

%%4Caret, “very”, and underline of “strong” are all in pencil
%%5Larger than usual indentation here in MS.
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are negligent--to secure it. It blows
so hard that you wal k asl ant agai nst
the wi nd-- Your very beard, if you wear a
full one, is a serious cause of detention
O if you are fortunate enough to go before
the wind your {nma} carriage can hardly be
said to be natural to you.
A new ravi ne has begun at C am Shell--this
spring. That other--which began with a
crack in the frozen ground--1 stood at the
head of and | ooked down & out through
the other day-- It not only was itself a
new feature in the | andscape--but it gave
to the | andscape seen through a new &
remar kabl e character--as does the deep
cut on the RR It faces the water--
& you {l ook} down on the shore & the
fl ooded nmeadows between its two sl oping
sides as between the frane of a picture. It
affected ne |ike the descriptions or representations
of much nore stupendous scenery--& to ny
eyes the dinmensions of this ravine were
quite indefinite & in that nood I could
not have guessed if it were 20 or 50 feet
wi de-- The | andscape has a strange &
pi cturesque appearance seen through it & it
is itself no nean feature in it.
But a short tinme ago | detected here a crack

in the frozen ground-- Now | | ook with delight
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as it were at a new | andscape through a broad
gap in the hill.

Wal ki ng afterward on the side of the hil
behi nd Abel Hosner’'s overl ooki ng the russet

i nterval --the ground being bare where corn

was cultivated |last year-- | see that
t he sandy soil has been washed far down
[ engt h
the hill--for its whole®--by the recent rains

conbined with the nmelting snow-& it forms

on the nearly level ground at the base--very
distinct flat yellow sands with a convex
edge--contrasting with the darker soil there.
{draw ng} Such sl opes nust

| oose a great dea

of this soil in a

single spring--and | should think that

was a sound reason in many cases--for |eaving

t hem woodl and & never breaking & exposi ng®® the
surface-- This plainly is one reason why

the brows of such hills are commonly so barren--
They | ose much nore than they gain annually.

It is a question whether the farner will not

| ose nore by the wash in such cases--than he
will gain by manuring.

The neadows are all in comotion. The
ducks are now conceal ed by the waves if there
are any floating there-- Wiile the sun is behind
a cloud--the surface of the flood is al nost

uniformy yell owi sh or blue--but then the

%" bhr eaki ng" & "exposing" marked for transposition
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sun cones out from behind the cloud--
a nyriad dazzling white crests to the waves
are seen--

The wi nd nakes such a din about your
ears--that conversation is difficult--
Your words are bl own away--& do not strike
the {air}® they were ained at-- |If you walk
by the water the tunmult of the waves--confuses
you-- If you go by a tree or enter the
woods--the din is yet greater

Nevert hel ess this universal commotion
is very interesting & exciting-- The white pines
in the horizon--either single trees or whole
woods--a mle off inthe SW or W-are
particularly interesting-- You not only see
the regular bilateral formof the tree--al
the branches distinct like the frond of a fern
or a feather--(For the pine even at this distance,
has not nerely beauty of outline--& color--
it is not nerely an anor phous & honbgeneous
or continuous mass of green--but shows
a regul ar succession of flattish |eafy boughs
or stages in flakes one above another--
like the veins of a leaf--or--the |leafets of
a frond-- It is this richness & symretry of
detail, which nore than its outline charns
us) but that fine silvery light reflected
fromits needles, {new} (perhaps their under sides)

incessantly in notion. As a tree bends

%7 ooks like a single letter, a space, then the word
transcription) has “ear,”

“air.’

1906 (and origina

and a closer | ook at the M5 through the mcrofilmreader

shows that T seens to have connected the single letter with the word, nmaking it nore

li ke “ear.”
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& waves like a feather in the gale | see it
alternately dark & light--as the sides
of the needles which reflect the cool sheen, are
alternately with {—}3%%® drawn from & restored to the proper
angle--& the light appears to flash up
ward fromthe base of the tree incessantly.
{H——}3%° In the intervals of the flash it is often
as if the tree were wi thdrawn al together from
sight. | see one |l arge pine wood--over
whose whol e top these cold electric flashes
are incessantly passing off--harmessly into the air
above-- | thought at first of sone fine spray
br oad
dashed upward--but it is rather like ~flashes
of pale cold light. Surely you can never
see a pine wood so expressive--so speaking.
This reflection of light fromthe waving
crests of the earth--is like the play &
flashing of electricity. No deciduous tree
exhibits these fine effects of light. Literally
i ncessant sheets--not of heat--but cold-
[ightning you woul d say were flashing there--
Seei ng sone just over the roof of a house
whi ch was far on this side, | thought
at first , that it was sone thing--1like
snoke even--though a rare kind of snoke--that
wherr went up fromthe house. In short
you see a play of light over the whole

pine, simlar in its cause--but far grander

%%8Unknown nmark or cross out of hyphen perhaps.
%¥Appears to be either “It” or “If” and anot her word.
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inits effects than that seen in a

waving field of grain. Is not this

wi nd--an awaking to life & light the
pines after their wi nter slunber? The

wi nd i s naking passes over them -nmagnet-
izing & electrifying them Seen at ntght
m dday even--it is still the light of
dewy norning alone that is reflected from
the needl es of the pine. This is the

bri ght eni ng & awakeni ng of the pines--a
phenonenon perchance connected with the
flow of sap in them | feel sone what
like the young Astyanax at sight of his
father’s flashing crest. As if in this w nd-

storm of March a certain electricity was

passing from heaven to earth®? through the
pines--& calling themto life.
genera

That 1st “exposure of the russet Earth March 16
after the soaking rain of the day before--which washed
off most of the snow & ice--is a remarkable era
in an ordinary spring. The earth casting off
her white mantle & appearing in her honely
russet garb. This russet--(including the |eather
color of oak |eaves--) is peculiar & not |like the
russet of the fall & winter for it reflects
the spring light or sun--as if there were a

sort of sap in it-- Wen the strong NN W

wi nds first blow drying up the super abundant

360" heaven" and "earth" marked for transposition
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noi sture--the withered grass & | eaves do

not present a nerely weather-beaten ap-

pear ance--but a washed & conbed--spring-

like face-- The knolls form ng islands in our
meadowy flood are never nore interesting

than then--this is when the earth is as it were
recreated--raised up to the sun which was

buri ed under snow & ice--

To continue the account of the weather 10 ps back

%1To-day it has cleared off to a very strong
whi ch began | ast eve after the rain

S. W wind ~“strong as ever blows all day stronger
than the NN. W wind of the 16--& hardly so warm
with flitting wind clouds only-- It differs
fromthe 16{th}3%?2 in being yet drier & barer the earth--
scarcely any snow or ice to be found--& such being the di
rection of the wind you can hardly find a
place in the Pmwhich is both sunny & sheltered
fromthe wind--{& there is a yet greater comp-
tion in the water.

We are interested the phenonena of Nature
mainly as children are--or as we are in
ganes of chance-- They are nore or |ess
exciting-- Qur appetite for novelty is in-
satiable. We do not attend to ordinary things,
t hough they are nost inportant--but to extra-
ordinary ones-- Wiile it is only noderately
hot or cold or wet or dry--nobody attends
to it--but when Nature goes to an extrene

in any of these directions we are all on

%1This line indented nore than the |line above it in MS.
%62 ooks nore like a mark, maybe even stray, than a “th,”
right spot for a “th.”

but

NB

it's certainly in the
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the alert with excitenment--not that
we care about the philosophy or the effects
of this exeirterent phenonmenon-- E.g.

When | went to Boston in the early train
the col dest norning of |last winter-- Two
topics {mainly} occupied the attention of
t he passengers-- Mrphy's chess victories &
Natures victorious cold that norning.

The inhabitants of various towns were conparing
notes & that one whose door opened upon
a greater degree of cold than any of his neighbors
door--chuckled not a little-- Al nost
every one | net asked nme al nost before
{our} salutations were over--“how the gl ass
stood” at my house or in ny town--
the Librarian of the college--the registrar
of deeds at Canbridge Post--a tota

form of
stranger to me--whose “inquiry made
me think of another sort of glass--& each
rubbed his hands with pretended horror--
but real delight If I named a higher
figure than he had yet heard. It was plain
t hat one object which the cold was given
us for was our amusenent--a passing
excitement-- It would be perfectly consistent
& American to bet on the col dness of our
respective towns, of the nmorning that is to

cone. Thus a greater degree of cold
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may be said to warmus nore than a
| ess one. W& hear with ill-conceal ed dis-
gust the figures reported from sone | o-
calities--where they never enjoy the |luxury
of severe cold. This is a perfectly legitimte
amusenent--only we shoul d know t hat
each day is peculiar & has its kindred excitements
In those wet days like the 12 & the 15th
when the browns cul ni nated--the sun being
conceal ed--1 was drawn toward & worshi pped the
browni sh light in the sod--the withered grass &c
on barren hills-- | felt as if | could eat the
very crust of the earth-- | never felt so terrene
--never synpathized so with the surface of the
earth. From what ever source the light &
heat conme fromthither we ook with |ove.
The newspapers state that a man in
Connecticut lately shot 93 rmusquash in
one day- -
Mel vi n--says that in skinning a mnk you
must cut round the parts containing the nusk--
el se--the operation will be an offensive one-- --
t hat Wet herbee has al ready baited some
pi geons (he hears)--that het?» | ast year
found a hen-hawk’s eggs in March--& thinks

t hat woodcocks are now | ayi ng %%?%
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/1
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Mar 20th 59

7 Am River no higher than 3 days ago--
notwi t hstandi ng the rain of 2 days ago-- The w nd being
S. W & very strong

Pm | see under the E side of the house anm d
the evergreens {or} where they were sheltered from
the cold NWw nd--quite a parcel of sparrows
chiefly F. hiemalis--2 or 3 tree sparrows & one
song sparrow-quietly feeding together. | watch
them through a window within 6 or 8 feet-- They
evidently love to be sheltered fromthe wind--&
at |least are not averse to each others’ so-

One perches on a bush to sing--while others are feeding on the ground--but he is
very restless on his perch--hopping about & stooping as if dodging those that fly
over-- He nust
ciety-- The tree sparrows sing a little® . They are
perch on sone bit of stubble or twig to sing.?3
evidently picking up the seeds of weeds which lie
on the surface of the ground invisible to our eyes.
They suffer their wings to hang rather |oose--

The F. hiemalis is the largest--of the 3 They have
remar kably distinct light colored bills--& when
they stretch show very distinct clear white tai

| at er al 54
feathers-- This stretching seens to be contagi ous
anong them|like yawning with us. They
5{—3F——spartows have consi derabl e brown on the
quill feathers-- The tree sparrows are nuch
brighter brown & white than the song sparrow -
The latter alone scratches once or tw ce
& is nore inclined to hop or creep close to the

ground under the fallen weeds. Perhaps it

deserves nost to be called the ground. bird.

% | % Y%very strong NWw nd%

Pm up Assabet 3%
When | get opposite the end of the

willowrow-the sun comes out & they are

I n MS, interlined text is as follows: Line 13 should end with “he is very restless

on”; Line 14 with “fly over— He nust”; Line 17 is correct.
4Witten at an angle between “white” and “tail.”
%5This line is centered in MS.
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very handsone |ike a rosette--pale
tawny or fawn colored at base & a rich
yel l ow or orange yell ow-the upper
SAO;e:t {drawi ng} This is, nethinks, the brightest
object in the | andscape these days-- Not hing
so betrays the spring sun-- | am aware that
the sun has cone out of a cloud first
by seeing it lighting up the osiers. {Sueh—a}?3
willow row-cut off within a year or 2--
m ght be called a helioneter, or neasure
of the suns brightness.

The | ast year’s shoots of many trees, as nmmples
both white & red--retain a permanent bright

red or scarl et

color™ all winter & spring, till new ones grow -

The top of the forest is {thus}3®’ very agreeably tinged.

The river is so high--that | |eave
it at pinxter swanmp & come into it again
only at the swift narrow pl ace above near
t he road--

Mar 21st
6 Am The water has fairly bequn to fall-- It was

at its height the 17th fell a little 2 or 3 inches
the norning of the 18-- On the 18th it rained
very consi derably--all day--which would ordinarily
have rai sed the river a foot or perhaps 2--but
the wind being very strong fromthe SW-it {only} pre-

vented its falling anynmore until this norning--

--1t did not prob. raise it nore than 2 inches--

%66ppssi bl y crossed out.
%7Coul d be “then.”

/1
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1 O course there could not have been nuch

2 nelted snow & ice to be added to the |ast

3 rain about the sources of the river, since

4 they are considerably further south

5 where the ground rmust have been much

6 nore bare than here.

7 /1 A crow bl ack bird

8 Pmsail to F. H Pond

9 A strong N. Wwi nd--draw nmy boat over
ig //the road on a roller-- Raising a stone

12 for ballast fromthe S side of the RR

13 causeway--where it is quite sunny & warm-

14 I find the under side very densely covered
15 little

16 //with small ants--all stirring & evidently

17 ready to come out--if some have not al ready--
18 The feel the heat through the stone on the
19 ground. It blowed very smartly in

20 gusts--& ny boat scud along this

21 way & that--not minding its hel msuch

22 as if it were lifted partly out of water--

23 | went from point to point as quickly

24 as you could say “here” & “there”

25 | see a female marsh-hawk sailing & hunting
26 over Potter’s swanp. | not only see the white
27 runp--but the the very peculiar crescent

28 shaped curve of its w ngs {draw ng}

29 F. H Pond is only 2/3 open--

30 /1

31 The E end is frozen still. & the body of

32 the ice has drifted in to shore a rod or 2 before
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the NWwi nd & its edge crunbl ed agai nst

the trees--

| see on a yel-lilly root washed up--

| eaf buds grown 5 or 6 inches or even 7 or 8

with the stens.

Every where for several days the al der catkins

have dangled | ong & | oose--the nost alive

apparently of any tree-- They seemto wel cone

the water which half covers them- The w |l ow

catkins are al so very conspicuous in silvery

masses rising above the flood.

| see several white pine cones in the path by Weildon's

whi ch appear to have fallen in the | ate strong w nds--

but perhaps the ice in the {winter} took themoff-- Qhers

still hold on.

Fromthe evening of Mar 18 to this the evening of the

21st we have had uninterrupted strong wind--till

& since

the eve of the 19 very strong S. W w nd--then NW-

3 days of strong wi nd--

Mar 22

Pm - The wi nd changes to Easterly--

and is nbre raw-i e coo

& npi st — and

the air thickens as if it would rain--

Ret urni ng from Popl ar

west end of Sleepy Hollow It

Hi Il through the

is very still

the air thick--just ready to rain--& |

hear there on the apple trees & snal

oaks--the tree sparrows & hienmalis

singing very pleasantly--

hear the

11

/1

/1
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lively jingle of the hiemalis & the sweet
notes of the tree sparrow-Canary-|ike

--svar svar, svit vit vit vit vit--

the last part with increasing rapidity.

Bot h species in considerabl e nunbers
singing together as they flit al ong--make

/la very lively concert-- They sing as |oud and

full as ever now. There has been no sweeter
war bl e than this of the tree sparrow as yet--

It is a peculiarly still hour now -when
the first drops of rain begins to be heard on
the dry | eaves around ne--& | ooking up
| see very high in the air 2 large birds
--which at that height with3® their
narrow wi ngs flying S E | ooked i.e--
were shaped |ike nighthawks-- | think they
were gulls.

The great scar O has now | ost al nost
every leaf--while the white o near it stil

retains them

/1 C. says he saw Fox col ored sparrows %% this pm

Mar 23rd
PmWwalk to Cardinal Shore & sail to
Vel |l meadow & Lees Ciff--
It clears up at 2 pm-
/1 The | ycoperdon stella are numerous & bl ossoned

out widely in Potters path by Bare Hill--

%68 ooks |like T started to run "with" and "their" together,

"W thei".

so "wth"

| ooks like
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after the rain of the night.

As we sail upward toward the pond, we scare
up 2 or 3 Col den-eyes or Whistlers-- /1
showi ng their |arge black heads & bl ack backs

and after ward | watching {swimng} not far

before us-- | see the white spot, anmid the black
on the side of his head-- | have now no doubt
that | saaw sone on the 21st flying here & it /1

is very likely that Rice saw themhere on the 17th*° as he

says ¥°The pond naybe said to be open today-- /1
There is however quite a | arge nmass of ice--

which has drifted since the E wind arose yesterday

noon fromthe E side over to the N of the Island--

This ice of which there may be 8 or 10 acres

is so very dark al nost bl ack--that

it is hard to discern till you are just upon

it--though sone little pieces which are

broke off & left on its edge were very visible

for half a mle-- Wien at the edge of this

field of ice it was a very dark gray

in color--had none of the usual whiteness

of ice-- It was about 6 inches thick--but

was nmost conpl etely honeyconbed-- The upper

surface was not only thus dark, dusky, or blackish

but full of little hollows 3 to 6 inches across

and the whol e nass undul ated with the waves

very much--irregular cracks alternately

opening & closing init--yet it was well knitted

together--with my paddle | coul d depress

%9There is an interlined |ine (between 8 and 9) which seens to be connecting the two

dates, the 21 and the 17th.
8%There is a gap here between "says" and "The".
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it 6 inches on the edge & cause it to
undul ate |i ke a bl anket for a rod or
nore--& yet it bore us securely when
we step out upon it & it was by no neans
easy to break off or detach a piece a
foot wide. In short it was thoroughly honey-
conbed & as it were saturated with water--
t he nasses broken of f--reni nded me of some
very decayed & worm eaten{ed} interiors of trees--
Yet the snall cakes in to which it visibly
cracked when you bent it & made it undul ate--
or dovetail ed

were knitted together”™ sone what |ike the plates
of a tortoise shell & inmediately returned
to their places-- Though it would bear you

such
t he creaking of one™ part on another was a
qui te general & considerabl e noise--and
one detached mass rubbed in your hand
upon the edge of the field--yielded a
singular netallic or ringing sound--evidently
owing to its hollowness or innunerable perforations--
It had a metallic ring--

The nonent you raised a nass fromthe water
it was very distinctly white & brilliant--the water
running out fromit--

This was the relic of that great mass which
| saw on the 21st on the E side.

There was a great quantity of Bayonet
This & the pontederia are the coarsest of the wack

rush also drifted over here & strewn along the

shore-- Nowis the time then that it is added
It rem nds you of the collections of sea weed after a storm

This river weed after the spring freshets have nelted & di spersed the i
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to the wack prob. being ripped up by the ice.
The ice thus helps essentially to clear the shore

I am surprised to see one of those sluggish
ghost-horses alive on this ice. It was probably
drifted fromthe shore by the flood & here | odged.

That 3" dark uneven ice has a peculiarly coarse grained
appearance--it is so nmuch deconposed-- The pieces
are interlocked by the irregularities of the perpendicul ar
conbi ng. The undersi de presents the npbst continuous
surface-- It is held together chiefly on that side--

One pi ece rings when struck on another--1ike
a trowel on a brick--and as we rested agai nst
the edge of this ice we heard a singul ar
wheezi ng & grating sound--which was the creaking
of the ice which was undul ati ng under the waves
& wi nd.

As we entered Well neadow -we saw a henhawk
perch on the top nost plume of one of the tall pines
at the head of the meadow - Soon anot her ap-
peared--prob its mate--but we | ooked in vain
for a nest there It was a fine sight their
soari ng above our heads--presenting a perfect
outline {drawi ng} and as they canme round
showi ng their rust colored tails
with a whitish runp-- or as
the sailed away fromus--that slight tetering or
qui vering notion of their dark tipt w ngs seen
edgew se--now on this side now that by
whi ch they bal anced & directed thensel ves. These

are the nost eagle-like of our com

81T seens to have started to wite "this" but changed it to "that".

11

11
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/1

/1

/1

/1

nmon hawks. They very conmmonly perch upon

the very topnost plume of a pine--&

if motionless are rather hard to distinguish
there.

The cowslip & nost of the skunk cabbage
there have been & are still drowned by fl ood--
el se we should find nmore in bloom-as it
is | see the skunk cabbage %% i n bl oom - but
generally the growth of both has been
conpl etely checked by the water.

VWil e reconnoitering there we hear the
peep of one hyl odes 9% -sone where in this
sheltered recess in the woods. And afterward
on the Lee side | hear a single croak from
a wood frog. %%

We cross to Lee's shore & sit upon the
bare rocky ridge overl ooking the flood SW&
NE. It is quite sunny & sufficiently warn{.}

| see one or 2 of the small fuzzy gnats in

the air.

The prospect thence is a fine one, especially

at this season when the water is high- The
water—+s | andscape is very agreeably diversified
with hill & vale & neadow-& cliff-- As we

| ook SWhow attractive the shores of russet
capes & peninsulas |aved by the flood!

I ndeed that large tract E of the bridge

is now an island-- How fair that |ow

undul ating russet land! At this season

and under these circunmstances--the
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sun just cone out & the flood high around
it--russet--so reflecting the light of the

sun appears to me the nost agreeabl e of
colors--& | begin to dreamof a russet fairy-
land & elysium How dark & terrene nmust be green--
but this snmooth russet surface reflects al nost
all the light. That broad & |l ow but firm
island--with but few trees to conceal the
contour of the ground & its outline--with

its fine russet sward--firm& soft as vel vet--
reflecting so much light--all the undul ations
of the earth its nerves & nuscles reveal ed by the
light & shade--& even the sharper ridgy edge

of steep banks where the pl ow has heaped up

the earth fromyear to year-- This is a sort

of fairy land & elysiumto ny eye-- The istane—
tawny couchant island! Dry |and for the
Indian’s wigwamin the spring--& still strewn
with his arrow points-- The sight of such

I and rem nds ne of the pleasant spring days

in which | have wal ked over such tracts | ooking
for these relics. How well too this snooth
firmlight reflecting tawny earth contrasts
with the darker water which surrounds it

-or perchance lighter sometines. At this

season when the russet colors prevail--the
contrast of water & land is nore agreeable

to behol d-- What an inexpressibly soft curving

line is the shore--! and if the water is per-
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fectly

to see

snooth & yet rising-- you seem

it raised 1/8 of an inch with swelling

lip above the i mmedi ate shore it kisses as

in a cup--or the of a saucer--

Indian isles & pronontories-- Thus we sit on

that rock--hear the first wood-frog's croak

& dream of a russet elysium- Enough

for the season is the beauty there of-- Spring

has a beauty of its own--which we woul d

not exchange for that of summer--and

at this monment--if | imagine the fairest
earth | can it is still russet--such
is the color of the blessed isles-- & they are

surrounded wi th the phenonena of spring.

The qualities of the land that are nost

attractive to our eyes now -are dryness

& firmess-- It is not the rich black soil--

but warm & sandy hills & plains which tenpt

we love to sit on & wal k over sandy tracts in the spring like cicindel as

our steps--73%2 There tongues of russet |and

tapering & sloping into the flood--do al nost

speak to one. They are alternately in

sun & shade-- Wen the cloud is passed

& t hey
me-- |

reflect their pale brown light to
amtenpted to go to them

think I have already noticed within a

week- - how very agreeably & strongly the

green of small pines contrasts with the

russet

pasture
of a hill side™ now- Perhaps there

is no color with which green contrasts

372Car et

positioned directly bel ow em dash
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nore strongly.

| see the shadow of a cloud--& it chances
to be a hollow ring--with sun light in its nidst--
passing over the hilly sproutland toward the
Baker House--a sproutland of oaks & birches
& owing to the color of the birch tw gs perhaps--

from russet dar k
this shadow turns all “to a decided® purplish
color as it%?® noves along. And then as
| look further along eastward in the
hori zon, | amsurprised to see strong purple
& violet tinges in the sun froma hil
densel y

side a mle off ~covered with full grown
birches-- It is the steep--old corn field hill side
of Jacob Parker’s-- | would not have believed that
under the spring sun so many col ors were brought
out. It is not the willows only that shine--
but under favorable circunmstances nany other
twigs--even a nle or 2 off--the dense birches
so far that their white stems are not distinct--
refl ect deep strong purple & violet colors from
the distant hill sides opposite to the sun-- Can
this have to do with the sap-flowing in then?

As we sit there we see coming swift &
straight N. E. along the river valley not

& therefore not changing his course--
seeing us--" a mal e goosander %X% -so near that
the green reflections of his head & neck are
plainly visible-- He | ooks |ike a paddl e whee
steaner--so oddly painted up black & white & green

& moves along swift & straight |ike one

8B3Looks like Tinitially wote “if” or “of,” then changed it to an “it.”

11

11
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Ere long the sane returns with his mate--
the red-throated--the nal e taking the |ead.
The I oud peop (?) of a Pig. wood pecker

is heard in our sea--& anon the prol onged

//1oud & shrill cackle calling the thin-woded

hill sides & pastures to life-- It is like the
note of an alarmclock set last fall-so
as to wake nature up at exactly this date.
Up up up up up up {up} up up--!
What a rustling it seens to nmake anong t he
dry | eaves--

You can now sit on {sunnny} sheltered sprout
land hill sides & enjoy the sight & sound of
rustling dry | eaves.

Then | see conme slowy flying fromthe SW
a great gull--of voracious form {draw ng}3%*
{drawi ng} which at |ength by a sudden & steep
descent alights in F. H Pond--scaring up
a crow which was seeking its food on the edge
of the ice--this shows that the crows get al ong
t he neadow s edge al so what has washed up

It is suggested that the blue is darkest when
reflected fromthe nost agitated water--because
of the shadow (occasioned by the inequalities)
mngled with it.

Some | ndians of the north have but one
word for blue & black--& blue is with
us consi dered the darkest col or--though

it is the color of the sky or air--

87Seens to be the start of the draw ng.
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Light, | should say was white--the absence
of it black-- Hold up to the Iight a perfectly opaque
body & you get black--but hold up to it
t he | east opaque body--such as air--& you
get blue-- Hence you may say that blue is light
seen through a veil
Mar 24th 59

Pm down RR--

S. Ewind--begins to sprinkle--while
| amsitting in Laurel glen--listening to hear the
{earliest} I think they get under weigh a little earlier--ie you wll
first wood-frogs croaking--Now when the | eaves
hear nmany of them sooner than you will hear nany hyl odes- -
get to be dry & rustle under your feet--dried by

the march w nds--the peculiar dry note--wurrik

wurrk wur ruk wurk of the wood frog

is heard faintly--by ears on the alert, borne

up from sone unseen pool in a woodl and {——}

hol | ow -which is open to the influences of the
sun--. It is a singular sound for awakening
nature to nake--associated with the first {warmer}
days when you sit in sone sheltered place in

the woods ami d the dried | eaves.-- How noder at e,
on her first awakening--how little denonstrative!
You may sit half an hour before you will hear
anot her. You doubt if the season will be |ong
enough for such oriental & |uxurious slowness

But they get on neverthel ess & by tonorrow-or

in a day or 2--they croak | ouder & nore
frequently-- Can you ever be sur e that

wood
you have heard the very first ~frog in the
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t ownshi p croak? Ah! how weat her-w s
nust he be! There is no guessing at
the weather with him He nakes the
weat her in his degree--he encourage
to be mld. The weather, what is it
t he tenperanent of the earth--& he
of the earth--sensitive as its skin
he lives--& of which he is apart--
rel axes with the thawi ng ground. He
& tunes his voice & chord with the
| eaves which the march wind has dri

Long before the frost is quite out-

the influence of the spring rains & the warner days

His is the very voice of the weathe

& falls like quicksilver in the the

You do not {perceive} the spring so surely in the

actions of nmen-- Their lives are so

They may nake nore fire or less in

e

s it
but
is wholly
in which
Hs life
pi t ches
rustling
ed- -

-he feels

r-- He rises

r nonet er - -

artificial--

their parlors

& their feelings accordingly are not good ther-

noneters-- The frog far away in the

wood- - t hat

burns no coal nor wood--perceives nore surely

t he general & universal changes.
In the ditch under the west e
/[/trilliumwood | see 6 yell ow spot t
they surely have not crawled fromf
they go into the mud in this ditch?
A part of the otherw se perfectly s
| ooki ng scal es of one has been ap

--as if by a worm -

dge of
9%
urtl es--

ar. Do

ound & fresh

eaten away- -
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There sits also on the bank of the ditch

arana fontinalis--& it

is altogether likely

they were this species that |eaped into a ditch on the 10nth--

This one is mainly a bronze brown--with a

very dark greenish snout &c--with the raised line

down the side of the back-- This methinks is about

the only frog which the marsh hawk coul d

have found hitherto.

Ret urni ng above the RR cause way | see a
9% 1st of spring%
flock of goldfinches --flitting along the

cause way bank-- They have not yet the bright

pl umage they will have--but in some lights

m ght be m staken for

sp

arrows-- There is

consi derable difference in col or between one and

anot her--but the flaps of their coats are bl ack--

& their heads & shoul ders nore or |ess yellow.

They are eating the seeds of the mullein &

the large primose--cling to the plants side

Wi se in various positions & pecking at the seed-

vessels. Wlson says “In the nonth of April they

begin to change their wi nter dress, and, before

the m ddl e of nay appear

in brilliant yellow "--

C. sees geese go over again this pm

How commonly they are seen in still rainy weather

like this! He says that when they had got

far off they |ooked Iike a black ribbon al nost

per pendi cul ar waving in the air

Mar

A rainy day--

25

11

/1

/1

/1
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Pmto C am Shell--

| heard the what what what what?®® of

the Nuthatch this forenoon-- Do | ever hear
it inthe pn? It is nuch |like the cackle
of the Pig. woodpecker & suggests a relation
to that bird.

Again | walk in the rain & see the
rich yell owi sh browns of the npist banks.
These clam shell hills & nei ghboring pronontories
--though it is a dark & rainy day-- reflect a
certain yellowish light fromthe wet wthered
grass--which is very grateful to ny eye--
as al so the darker nore reddi sh browns
as the radical |eaves of the andropogon
scoparius in ” Lgrés here & there (Its cul ns
where they stand are quite light yellow)
Surely russet is not the name which
describes the fields & hill sides now -(whether
wet or dry) There is not red enough init.
| do not know a better nane for this
(when wet) yellow sh brown than tawny--
on the south side of these warmhills--
it may perhaps be called one of the fawn
colors--ie brown inclining to green--
Much of this peculiar yellow sh color on
the surface of the Camshell plain is due

to alittle curled sedge or grass--grow ng

| oosely covering the ground®® green

at short interval s™--(wi th® nosses interm xed)--

S5A dash or a partial drawing here after last “what.”
8There’'s a line connecting the interlined text to the caret.
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inlittle tufts like curled hair {draw ng}

| saw yesterday in Laurel glen where the
early sedge had been grazed very close to the ground
& the sanme perhaps digested fine as green paint
dust lay around--Was it the work of a nouse?

Day before yesterday--in clear dry weather
we had pale brown or fawn colored earth
i.e. adry withered grass bl ade--today a nore
yel l ow brown or tawny--the sane being wet-- The
wet brings out an agreeable yellow |ight
as if the sun were shining through a mst onit.

The earth is nore truly russet in Novem
ber--when there is nore redness left in the wthered
& withering vegetation

Such is the change in the color of the bare
portions of the earth--(i.e. bare of trees & bushes)
produced by rain-- Also the oak | eaves are much
redder In fair weather the Iight color of
these objects was sinply a light reflected from
them (originating in the sun & sky--now it is a
nore proper & inward light which attracts &
confines our attention to nmoist sward itself.

A snipe¥™®% flies away fromthe noist

clam shell shore--uttering its cr _a ack

c-r-r rack--
| thought the other day-- How we enjoy a
warm & pl easant day at this season-- W

dance like gnats in the sun

11
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A score of ny townsnen have been

shooting & trappi ng musquash & m nk of
% Some have got nothing else to do--
day--early & |l ate

| ate-- They are gone all

% strike for higher wages now -instead of going to the clanbanks} %
They scan the rising tide--
% as the Lynn shoenakers propose they could go to shooting musquash--}%

St

ealthily they

set their traps in renote swanps--avoidi ng

one another-- Amnot | a trapper too--

early & late--scanning the rising flood--

rangi ng by di stant wood sides--setting

nmy traps in solitude--& baiting themas well

as | know how- That | may catch life &

light--that my intellectual

part may

taste nore venison & be invigorated--that

ny naked-ness may be clad in sone wld

furry warnth.

The col or of spring--hitherto | shoul d

say--that in dry weather

it was fawn col ored

in wet nore yellowi sh or tawny-- Wen

If they shoul d} %

wet--the green of the fawn is supplied by the |ichens

& the nobsses- -

Mar 26t h

Pmto Conantum via Cardi nal Shore

& boat— ®7The river has gone down

consi derabl y--but the rain of yesterday

& today--has checked its fall

sonewhat - -

Much earth has been washed away from

the roots of grasses & weeds al ong the banks

of the river--& many of those pretty little

bodki n bul bs are exposed--& so transported

S""Gap here between "boat -

and

"The".
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to new |l ocalities-- This seenms to be the way
in which they are spread.
| see many smallish ants on the red carcass
of a musquash just skinned & lying on the
bank--col d and wet as the weather is--
They love this animal food. On the top
of the hill at Lee’'s diff much winter green
as been eaten--at | east a great many | eaves

are lying | oose strewn about.

| find washed up on the (Cardinal) shore a little

bream about 1 1/8 inches long--very nmuch |ike those

found at {}°%® walden last fall. It has about

seven transverse bars--a simlar dorsal fin-- a reddish

copper iris with the black vertical dash through the
eye-- | think it nust be one of the commn breans

of the river--(though |I see only the black spot on

t he operculum & not any red one) & ap. all the

young are thus striped--?

VWhat was that |arge rather greyish duck

on F. H P. this Pm? It was far off--was it

a last years mml e sheldrake or a femal e--or another
- - Mar 27

7 Am Was that the Al auda-shore lark (?)

whi ch which flew up fromthe cornfield

beyond Texas house--& dashed off so swiftly

with a peculiar note--a small flock of thenf
Pm Sail from Cardi nal Shore

up Oter Bay-- close to Dea. Farrar’s

| see a gull flying over F. H P. which

%8Looks |ike three letters, but nothing nakes sense.
“{isle},” and the 1906 skipped it altogether

Ori gi nal

transcri ber

had

/1

11
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/| appeared to have a nuch duski er body

beneat h than the common near by--
t hough about the sane size-- Can it
be anot her species--?
The wind is so nearly westerly today
that we sail up from Cardi nal shore

the pond & fromthe road up
toM what | will call Oter-bay behind

Farrars &then{stiHi—{better;—up—that
& returning sail fromthe road at Creel
(or Pole) Brook--to Pond Island--
& fromHallowell willows to RR
{er}

The water is quite high stil
& we sail up Oter bay | think nore
than 1/2 nmile to within a very short distance
of Farrars-- This is an interesting & wild pl ace
There is an abundance of |ow willows
whose cat ki ns are now conspi cuous ri sing
4 to 6 or 7 feet above the water--thickly
pl aced on | ong wand |i ke osiers--
They | ook--when you | ook fromthe sun

(whose wood i s exposed)

i ke dead gray twi gs or branches®°* of bushes
in the light--but nearer are {recogni sed}
for the pretty bright buttons of the
willow W sail by masses of these silvery
buttons 2 or 3 rods long--rising above
the water By their color they have relation

to the white clouds--& the sky--& to

the snow & ice still lingering in a fewlocalities

8%GSeens to be a |line drawn connecting interlined text to caret.
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In order to see there silvery buttons in the
greatest profusion--you nust sail amd
t hem on sone fl ooded nmeadow or swanp
l'i ke this. Qur whol e course, as we wi nd
about in this bay, is lined also with the al der
many of them

whose pretty tassels now' in full bloomare
hangi ng strai ght down--suggesting in a peculiar
manner the influence of gravity--or are
regul arly bl own one side {draw ng}

It is remarkabl e how nbdest & unobtru-
sive these early flowers are-- The nusquash
& duck hunter--or the farner--mght &
do commonly pass by themw th perceiving them -
They steal in to the air & |ight of spring wthout
being noticed for the nost part-- The sportsnan
seens to see a mass of weather-stained dead

partly i chens

twi gs showing their wood & “covered with grass {#oss}

& noss--& the flower of the alder--(now partly

may be 1/2 little
in bloont--) nmake the inpression at a ~distance
t he
of a collection of® brown twi gs of winter--
are

al so “of the sane color with many wthered | eaves.
20 rods off masses of alder in bloom | ook
i ke nmasses of bare brown tw gs--1ast years
twi gs--& woul d be taken for such.
O our 7 indigenous flowers which begin to bl oom

in march--4--i.e the 2 alders--the hazel & the

aspen38o

white—rapte—&the—skunk—eabbage- - are not
generally noticed at—at--so early, if at

all--& nost do not observe the fl ower of

a 5th the white maple.

%80Hazel and aspen marked for transposition.
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The first 4 are reddish or yell ow sh®! brown
at a little distance--like the banks
& sward noi stened by the spring rain--
The browns are the prevailing shades as
yet--as in the withered grass & sedge--
& the surface of the earth--the withered
| eaves-- & these brown fl owers--

| see froma hill top a few very bright
green spots a rod in diameter--in
t he upper part of Farrars neadow -
which the water has left within a day
or 2-- Going there | find that a very
powerful spring is welling up there--which
with water warmfromthe bowels of the

caused

earth has kept the grass & severa

weeds as Cardam ne rhonboidea & to

grow thus early & luxuriantly--& perhaps
it has been hel ped by the fl ood standing over

it for some days-- There are bright liquid

//green in the mdst of brown & withered grass & | eaves

--such are the spots where the grass is greenest
Now- -

C. says that he saw a turtle dove on
t he 25t h. 9962

It is remarkabl e how | ong many thi ngs may
be preserved by excluding the air & |ight
& dust moisture &c-- Those chal k mar ks
on the chanbre floor joists & tinmbers of

t he Hunt house-one of which was read

%8lReddi sh and yel | owi sh marked for transposition

s82"X" in pencil is imediately beneath the "th" of "25th".
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by many “Feb. 1666” & all of which were
& expression

in an ancient style of witing® --ye for the
&c-- “enfine®® Brown” were as fresh when expl ored
(having been plastered & cased over--) as if made
t he day--before-- Yet a single day’s rain
conpletely obliterated sone of them- Cousin
Charl es says that {saw}®*®* on the tinbers of
a very old house recently taken down in
Haverhil |l --the chal k-nmarks made by the
framers--nunbering the sticks--as fresh as if
j ust made- -

| saw a large tinber over the mddle of the
best room of the Hunt house which had
been cased--according to all accounts at
| east a hundred years ago-- The casi ng having
just been taken off-- | saw that the
ti mber appeared to have been freshly hewn on
t he underside--& | asked the carpenter
who was taking down the house what
he had been hew ng that tinber for
--for it had evidently been done since it was
put up--& in a very inconvenient position--
& | had no doubt that he had just done
it--for the surface was as fresh & distinct
fromthe other parts as a fresh whittling--
--but he answered to ny surprise that he
had not touched it-- It was so when he
took the casing off. When the casing was

put on it had been roughly hewn by one

s&"f" poss. "s
%84possi bly crossed out.
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standi ng beneath it,

its thickness--or

So distinct & peculiar
nore | evel than it was--

of the old Haveril

h

panel fromover the fire place

perhaps to nmake it

is the weather-stain--& so indefinitely it my

be kept off

do not allow this painter to come to your wood
Cousin Charles says that he took out

whi ch had a picture of Haverhill?38 at

sone old period on it-- The pane

had

in order to reduce

house a very broad

if you

been there perfectly sheltered in an inhabited

house for nore than a hundred years.

It was placed in his shop & no noisture

all oned to cone near

it--& yet it

shrank, 1/4 of a inch in w dth--when

the air came to both sides of it--

He says that

di gging a cellar

| ast week- - found

on a S Wslope found 51 snakes

his men who were

of various kinds & sizes--green--black

brown &c about a foot
within 2 feet square (or cube?)--The frost

was out just there but not

under ground

i n many

/lparts of the cellar-- They could not

run

they were so stiff--but they ran their tongues

out-- The did take notice of any hole or

cavity.

%85 Haverhi | | "

witten over

"t he"
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Mar 28

Pm Paddl e to the Bedford |ine--

It is now high time to | ook for
arrowheads &c-- | spend many hours
every spring gathering the crop with the
nelting snow & rain have washed bare--
VWen at length some island in the
neadow or sone sandy field el sewhere
has been pl owed perhaps for rye in the fal
| take note of it, & do not fail to
repair thither as soon as the earth begins
to be dry in the spring. If the spot chances
never to have been cultivated before--1 am
the first to gather a crop fromit-- The
farmer little thinks that another reaps
a harvest which is the fruit of his
toil-- As much ground is turned up in a
day by the plow as Indian inplenents
coul d not have turned over in a nonth--
& nmy eyes rest on the evidences of an
aboriginal life which passed here a
t housand years ago perchance-- Especially
if the knolls in the meadows are washed
by a freshet where they have been pl owed the
previous fall--the soil will be taken away
| ower down & the stones left--the
arr owheads &c--& soapstone pottery
am d them --sonme what as gold

is washed in a di sh—or tom-
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| landed on 2 spots this Pm &
pi cked up a dozen arrowheads- -
It is one of the regular pursuits of the
spring. As nmuch as sportsmen go in
pursuit of ducks--& gunners of nusquash
and schol ars of rare books--and travellers
of adventures & poets of ideas-- & al
nmen of noney--1 go in search of
arr owheads when the proper season cones
round again-- So | help nyself to live
worthily--& loving ny life as | shoul d--
It is a good collyriumto | ook on the
bare earth--to pore over it so nuch--
getting strength to all your senses |ike An-
taeus-- If | did not find arrowheads I
m ght perchance begin to pick up crockery

fragnents of

& {—}"pipes--the relics of a nore recent
man- - | ndeed you can hardly nane
afn nore i nnocent or whol esone enter-
tainment. As | amthus engaged--1 hear
the runble of the bowing alley thunder
whi ch has begun again in the village.
It cones before the earliest natura
t hunder-- But what its lightning is
& what atnospheres it purifies | do
not know. O | mght collect the

vari ous bones which | cone across
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They woul d make a rmuseum
that woul d delight some owen--at | ast
& what a text they mght furnish nme
for a course of |ectures on human
life or the like-- | night spend ny
days collecting the fragments of pipes
until | found enough after all ny search
to conmpose one perfect pipe when laid
t oget her.

| have not deci ded whether | had better
publish nmy experience in searching for

with plates & an index

arrowheads in 3 volunes--" or try to conpress
it into one. These durable inplements
seemto have been suggested to the In-
di an nmechanic--with a view® to ny
entertai nnent in a succeedi ng period.
After all the |abor expended on -3¢
the bolt nay have been shot but once
perchance--& the shaft which was
devoted to it decayed--& there lay the
arromgad sinking into the ground--awaiting
nme-- They lie all over the hills with
i ke expectation--and in due tine the
husbandman is sent--& tenpted by
the prom se of corn or rye--he plows
the land & turns themup to nmy view.
Many as | have found--methinks the
| ast one gives ne about the sanme delight

that the first did. Sone tinme or

%8 ooks |ike T may have witten the end of "view' twice, nmaking it nmore difficult to

read.

3871906 has the word "it" here, but the mark doesn’t

-- albeit, not T's normal dash.

| ook i ke much nore than a dash
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often, you would say, it had rained
arrowheads for & they lie all over

the surface of Anerica. You may have
your peculiar tastes--certain localities
in your town may seem from associ ation
unattractive & uninhabitable to you--
You may wonder that the |and {bears}
any nmoney value there & pity {sone}?3®
poor fellow who is said to survive

i n that nei ghborhood-- But plow

up a new field there--and you

will find the omi present arrowpoints
strewn over it--& it will appear

that the red man with other tastes

& associations lived there too.

No matter how far from the nodern

road or neeting house, no matter how
near-- They lie in the neeting house
cellar--& they lie in the distant

cow pasture-- And sone coll ections

whi ch were nade a century ago by the
curious like nyself have been di spersed
again--& they are still as good as new -
You can not tell the 3rd hand ones (for
they are all 2nd hand) fromthe others.
Such is their persistent out of door

durability-- For they were chiefly

%88 ooks |like T may have crossed out “sonme” with “the” or vice versa.
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made to be lost-- They are sown |ike

a grain that is slowto germ nate broad
cast over the earth-- Like the dragons
teeth which bore a crop of soldiers--these
bear crops of philosophers & facts--& the
sanme seed is just as good to plant again

It is a stone fruit. Each one yields

{ } a thought. | conme nearer to the maker
of it than if | found his bones-- H's bones
woul d not prove any wit that w el ded

them -such as this work of his bones does--
It is humanity inscribed on the face of the
earth--patent to ny eyes--as soon as the
snow goes of f--not hidden away in sone
cript--or grave--or under a pyramd--

No di sgusting nmummy--but a cl ean
stone--the best synmbol or letter that

coul d have been transnmitted to ne-- The
Red®¥® Man--his mark {draw ng}! at

every step | see it--& | can easily supply
the Tahi tawan or Mant at uket s3%° t hat

m ght have been witten if he had had
aclerk-- It is no single inscription

on a particular rock--but a footprint
--rather a mind print--left every where

& altogether illegible-- No vandal s

however vandalic in their disposition can
be so industrious as to destroy them

Time will soon destroy the works of

389The capital “R’ of “Red” written over a |owercase “r.”

3%0Robert Sayre spells it "Tahattawan" in his Thoreau and the American Indians
(1977), and Mantatuket in this context probably should not have an "s". Also, could
not find Mantatuket |isted as an American |ndian | anguage or tribe, though | know T
nmentions the nane later in on this journal (May 2) in reference to Mantatuket Rock
Checked Sayre and Hodge' s Handbook of American Indians North of Mexico, Parts 1 & I1
(1975).
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famous painters & scul ptors--but

the Indian arrow head will balk his

efforts & Eternity will have to come to his
aid. They are not fossil bones--but

as it were fossil thoughts--forever re-

m nding ne of the m nd that shaped them

| would fain know that | amtreading

in the tracks of human game--that |

amon the trail of mnd--& those

l[ittle rem nders never fail to set ne
right-- When | see these signs | know

that the subtle spirits that made

them are not far off into whatever
formtransnuted-- Wiat if you do

pl ow & hoe ami d them-& swear that

not one stone shall |eft upon another--
They are only the less like to break in that
case-- When you turn up one |ayer

you bury another so rmuch the nore
securely-- They are at peace with rust--
Thi s arrowheaded character pronises

to out last all others-- the larger pestles
& axes mmy perchance grow scarce &

be broken--but the arrowhead shal

per haps never cease to wing its way through
the ages to eternity. It was originally

wi nged for but a short flight--but

it still to my mnds eye wings its way thro

t he ages bearing a nessage fromthe
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hand that shot it-- Mriads of arrow
points lie sleeping in the skin of the re-
vol ving earth--while neteors revol ve

i n +he space-- The footprint--the m nd-
print of the ol dest men-- \Wen sonme vanda
chieftain has razed to the earth the
British Museum & perchance the w nged
bull's from Ni neveh shall have | ost

nost if not all of their features--

t he arrowheads which the nmuseum

contains will perhaps find thensel ves

at home again in famliar dust--

& resune their shining in new

springs upon the bared surface of

the earth then--& be picked up for

the thousandth tinme by the shepherd

or savage that nmay be wandering there--

& once nore suggest their story to him

Indifferent they to British nmuseuns--&

no doubt Ni neveh bulls are old acquain-
tances of theirs--for they have canped
on the plains of Mesopotania too--

& were buried with the wi nged bulls.

They cannot be said to be |ost nor

found. Surely their use was not so

nmuch to bear its fate to sone bird

or quadruped--or nan--as it was to

lie here near the surface of the earth

for a perpetual remnder to the generations
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that come after-- As for nuseuns
| think it is better to |let Nature take
care of our antiquities-- These are our--

antiquities & they are cleaner-- to think

of than the rubbish of the Tower of London.

& they are a nore ancient arnor than

is there. It is a recommendation that
they are so in obvious--that they occur
only to the eye & thought that chances to
be directed toward them When you

pi ck up an arrowhead & put it in your
pocket--it may say {but} Eh--you

t hi nk you have got ne, do you? but |
shall wear a hole in your pocket at |ast.
or if you put nme in your cabinet

--your heir--or®! great grandson--will
negt forget me--or throw me out

the wi ndow directly--or when the house
falls I shall drop into the cellar— &
there | shall lie quite at honme again

Ready to be found again eh? Perhaps

sone {new} red man that is to cone will fit

nme to a shaft & nake me do his
bi dding for a bow shot--Wat reck 17?

As we were paddling over the great
neadows | saw at a di stance high
in the air above the middle of the
nmeadow -a very conpact fl ock

of bl ack birds advanci ng agai nst

1There’'s a mark to the i mediate |eft of
sonet hing for transposition.

or

t hat

| ooks like T considered marking
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t he sun--though there were nore than

a hundred--they did not appear to occupy
nore than 6 feet in breadth--but the
whol e flock was dashing first to the
right & then to the left-- Wen advanci ng
straight toward ne & the sun they made
but little inpression on the eye--so many
fine dark points nerely seen agai nst

t he sky--but as often as they wheeled to

the right or left--displaying their w ngs

flat wise & the whole length of their bodies

they were a very conspi cuous bl ack nmass--
This fluctuation in the ampbunt of dark
surface was a very pl easi ng phenonenon- -
It remi nded ne those blinds whose sashes
are nade to nove all together by a stick--
now -admtting nearly all the light &
now entirely excluding it--so the flock
of bl ack birds opened & shut-- But
spread out &

at length they suddenl y* di spersed sone
flying off this way & others that--as when
a wave strikes against a cliff-- it is
dashed upward & lost in fine spray.
So they | ost their conpactness & inpetus
& broke up suddenly in md air--

We see 8 geese floating afar
in the mddl e of the meadow -at | east
half a mle off--plainly (with glass) much

| arger than the ducks in this nei ghborhood

11
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& the white on their heads very distinct.

When at length they arise & fly off

nort hward--their peculiar heavy undul ating

Wi ngs--blue heron |ike--& unlike any duck--

is very noticeable. The bl ack Shell-drake

&c--nove their wings rapidly & rem nd

you of paddl e-wheel steaners-- Meth

nks

the wings of the black duck appear to

be set very far back when

The nmeadows--which are stil

it is flyi

ng.

cover ed

//far & wide--are quite alive with black

ducks- -

VWhen wal ki ng about on the | ow

E shore at the Bedford bound--

| heard a faint honk--and

| ooked

around near the water with nmy gl ass
or perhaps froma farmyard in that direction3%
thinking it cane fromthat side® --

soon heard it again--& at

| ast we

detected a great flock passing over

quite on the other side of us--2 pretty

hi gh up-- Fromtime to time one of the

conpany uttered a short note--that

peculiarly metallic--clangorous sound--

These were in a single undulating line,

& as usual one or 2 were fromtine

to time crowded out of the line, ap

by the crowding of those in the rear--

& were flying on one side & trying

to recover their places--but at |ast

2d393

a short line was forned--neeting

%%2Seens to be a |ine ‘connecting

393 ooks like T added “2d”,

and t hat

it'’s interlined, but

the interlined text to the caret.

it’s a close call.
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the I ong one at the usual angle--&

maki ng a figure sonewhat |ike a hay

hook. | suspect it will be found that
there is really sone advantage in

| onger lines of passage flying in the wedge
form& clearing their way through the
air--That they really do overcome its
resi stance best in this way and perchance
the direction & strength of the wi nd de-
term ne the conparative | ength of

the 2 sides.

The great gulls fly generally up or
down the river valley--cutting of the bends
of the river--& so do these geese. These
fly synpathizing with the river--a stream
inthe air--soon lost in the distant sky.

W& see these geese swimmng & flying
at midday--& when it is perfectly fair

If you saw the horizon at this season
of the year you are very likely to detect
a small flock of dark ducks nmoving with
rapid wing athwart the sky--or see
the undul ating |line of mgrating geese
{draw ng} %agai nst the sky—%
perhaps it is this Easterly w nd which

brings geese, as it did on the 24th
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Balls hill, with its withered oak | eaves
& its pines--looks very fair today--a
mle & a half off across the water--
t hrough a very thin varnish or haze--
It Fre renminds me of the isle which
was called up fromthe bottom of the

sea--whi ch was given to Apoll o.

How charm ng the contrast of land & water.

especially a tenporary island in the flood--
with its new & tender shores of waving outline
so withdrawn yet habitabl e--above

all if it rises into a hill high above the
water & contrasting with it the nore--

& if that hill is wooded suggesting w | derness.
Qur vernal |akes have a beauty to mny

nm nd which they woul d not possess if they

were nore permanent-- Every thing is

in rapid flux here--suggesting that

nature is {alive} to her extremties & super-
ficies. To day we HHeat sail swiftly,

on dark rolling waves--or paddl e over

a sea as snmooth as a mirror unable

to touch the bottom where nowers work

& hide®* their jugs in August—-coasting

t he edge of mapl e swanp--where al der

tassels & white maple flowers are Kkissing

the tide that has risen & to neet them- But

this particul ar phase of beauty is fleeting

%%There's a letter crossed out -- looks like a g or g — i mediately bel ow t he

"hi de".

e"

of
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Nat ure has so many shows for us she

can not afford to give {nmuch} tinme to this
in a few days perchance--these | akes will
have all run away to the sea-- Such are
the pictures which she paints-- Wen

we | ook at our master pieces--we see

only dead paint & its vehicle--which
suggests no liquid life rapidly flow ng

off frombeneath. In the former case--

{or}®® in nature it is constant surprise-- & novel ty.

In many arrangenments there is a wearisone
nonot ony-- We know too wel |l what shal
have for our Saturday’s dinner--but each
days feast in Nature's year is a surprise
to us & adapted to our appetite & spirits-- She
has arranged such an order of feasts as
never tires-- Her notive is not economy but
satisfaction.

As we sweep past the N end of Poplar Hil
with a sand hole inits, its now dryish--
pal e brown {withered}®*® sward clothing its rounded
sl ope--which was lately saturated with noisture
presents very agreeable hues-- In this |ight

now

--in fair weather--the patches of dull green-
i sh mosses contrast just regularly enough
with the pale-brown grass. It is |like sone
rich but nodest col ored Kiderm nster37’ car-
pet--or rather the skin of a nonster

python tacked to the hill side--& stuffed with
earth.

3%5Coul d be "or", but it is not much nore than a bl ob of
3961906 uses the word "nottl ed"
%7Thoreau |ikely intended “Ki dderm nster”

i nk
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These earth colors nethinks are

never so fair as in the spring-- Now

the green nosses & lichens contrast with
the brown grass--but ere | ong--the surface
will be surprisingly green-- | suspect that
we are nore anused by the effects of

color in the skin of the earth now

than in sumer--

Li ke the skin of a python greenish & brown

afit coat for it to creep over the earth

& be concealed in. {O} like the skin

of a pard--the great |eopard nother

that nature is --where she lies

at length exposing her flanks to the

sun-- | feel as if | could land to stroke

& kiss the very sward--it is so fair

It is honely & domestic to nmy eyes like

the rugs that |ies before nmy hearth-side.
& di vans

Such ottomans “are spread for us to re-

cline on. Nor are these colors nere thin

superficial figures vehicles for paint--but

wonder ful living growmhs-- These |ichens--

to the study of which | earned nen have devoted

their lives--& libraries have been witten about

them - The earth lies out now like a |l eopard
drying her lichen & nbss spotted skin in the
sun--her sleek & variegated hide . | know
that the few raw spots will heal over--

Brown is the color for nme--the col or of our
coats & our daily lives--the color of the poor
mans | oaf-- The bright tints are pies &

cakes--good only for Cctober feasts which
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woul d make us sick if eaten everyday--
One side of each wave & ripple is dark
& the other light blue reflecting the sky--
(as | | ook down on themfromny boat) &
t hese colors (?) conbined produce a dark bl ue
at a distance. These bl ue spaces--ever rem nd
me of the blue in the iridescence produced by
oily matter on the surface--for you are slow
to regard it as a reflection of the sky-- The
rippling undul ati ng surface on which you
glide is like a changeable blue silk garment.
Here where in August the bittern boons in
the grass & mowers nmarch in echel on {draw ng}
& whet their scythes & crunch the ripe wool -
grass--rai sed now a few feet--you scud
before the wind in your tight bark--& listen
(or sough ?)
to the surge® of the great waves sporting around
you--whil e you hold the steering-oar--& your
mast bends to the gale--& you stow all your
bal |l ast to wi ndward-- The {crisped} sound of surging
waves- -t hat rock you--that ceasel ess rol
& ganbol --& ever & anon break into your boat.
Deep lie the seeds of the rhexia now -absorbing
wet fromthe flood--but in a few nonths
this mle wide |ake will have gone to the other
side of the globe--& the tender rhexia wll
[ift its head on the drifted hummocks in
dense patches bright & scarlet as a flame--

--such successi on have we here-- \Were
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the wild goose & countless wild ducks
have fl oated & dived above them

So nature condenses her matter. She is

a thousand thick. So many crops the sane
surface bears.

Undoubt edly the geese fly nore nunerously
over rivers which like ours flow north easterly--
are more at hone with the water under them
Each fl ock runs the gauntlet of a thousand
gunners--& when you see them {steer} off
{front you--& your boat--you may renenber--
how great their experience in such matters
may be--how many such--boats & gunners
t hey have seen & avoi ded between here &

Mexi co- - & even now- - perchance (though

you H+t+e {low} plodding little dreamit,)

they see one or 2 nore lying in wait ahead.

They have an experienced ranger of the air

for their guide-- The echo of one gun

hardly dies away before they see another pointed
at them How many bullets or snaller

shot have sped in vain toward their {honks} 3%l

Ducks fly nore irregularly & shorter distances

at a tine. The geese rest in fair weather
by day--only in the m dst of our broadest meadow
or pond. So they go--anxious &
earnest to hide their nests under the
pol e.
The gulls seemused to boats & sails & wll

often fly quite near without nmanifesting alarm

3981906 uses the word ‘ranks’.
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Mar 29th 59
Driving rain & S E wind--c
Wal den is 1st clear of ice to-day
Garfield says he saw a woodcock about
a fortnight ago-- Mnot thinks the
m ddl e of march is as early as they come--
& that they do not then begin to |ay.
Mar 30
6 Am-to Hill (across water)
Hear a red-squirrel chirrup at ne by
t he hem ocks--(running up a hem ock--)
all for my benefit--not that he is ex-
cited by fear, | think, but so full is he
of animal spirits that he makes a great
ado about the |east event. At first
he scratches on the bark very rapidly with
his hind feet without noving the fore feet--
He makes so many queer sounds--& so different
from one another that you would think
they came fromhalf a dozen creatures--
| hear now 2 sounds from himof a
very distinct character-- a | ow or base

i nward worm ng screwi ng or {brew ng}

ki nd of sound--(very like that, by the way, which

an anxi ous partridge nother nakes) & at

the sane tine a very sharp & shrill bark

& clear on a very high key--totally distinct
fromthe last--while its tail is flashing

i ncessantly-- You m ght say that he

successfully acconplished the difficult

~ ~
~ ~

/1
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/1

feat of singing & whistling at the sane
time--
Pmto Wal den via Hub's C ose--
bodi ed
The Green ™ flies out in sheds & prob. nearly
as long as the others--the sanme size as the
house fly.
| see numerous | arge skaters¥%X% on a®"°
ditch-- This may be the gerris lacustris--
but its belly is not white--only whitish in
certain lights-- It has 6 legs 2 feelers
(the 2 forenmpst | egs being directed forward) a stoutish
body & brown above. The belly | ooks whitish
when you | ook at it edge w se--but turned
quite over (on its back--) it is brown
A very snmall brown grasshopper hops (into the
wat er - -
I notice again (in the spring holes in
Hub' s close) that water purslaine*® being
covered with water--is an evergreen--
t hough it PLiﬂ% reddi sh- -
Little pollywogs 2 inches long are lively there.
See on Wl den 2 shel drakes- -
male & femal e--(as is common) so they
have for sonme time paired-- They are a
hundred rods of f—-The mal e the |arger
with his black head & white breast--
the fenale with a red head-- Wth ny
glass | see the red long red bills of

both-- They swimat first one way

%9 ooks |like T wote the "a" over the beginnings of a "the"
40Al so spel | ed "pursl ane”
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near together--then tack & swimthe
ot her - -1 ooki ng around i ncessantly never
quite at their ease--wary & watchfu
for foes-- A man can not wal k down to the
shore or stand out on a hill over | ooking
the pond wi thout disturbing them They
wi Il have an eye upon him The | ocono-

start
tive whistle makes every w | d duck” that
is floating within the limts of the town
| see that these ducks are not here for pro-
tection alone--for at |last they both dive
& remai n beneat h about 40 pul sebeats.
--& again--& again--1 think they are | ooking
for fishes. Perhaps, therefore, these divers
or are nore likely to alight in Wl den than
the bl ack ducks are--

Hear the hovering note of a sni pe—%x%°
Mar 31st

The frost is out of our garden--& | see

one or 2 plowing early land-- You wal k dry

now over this sandy |and where the frost is nelted
even after heavy rain & there is no slumping in

it--for there is no hard pan or ice to hold the

wat er & make a batter of the surface soil--

This is a new condition of things when the

surface of the earth generally begins to be dry.

But there is still nuch frost in cold
ground & | often feel the crust?? which
was {weaned} by it sink under ne--& for sone

time have noticed the chinks where the

40lSeens to be in pencil, but it is heavier than earlier
492 opoks like T started to wite a word beginning with

ufu

/1

11

mar ks.

but changed his m nd.

327



N

~Nooh~hw

(o]

10
11
12
13

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

frozen ground has gaped & erected itself from
& over stones & sl eepers--

Pm to Hol brooks i nprovenents- -

9X9403

Many painted turtles out along a
ditch in Mbores Swanp-- These the first
| have seen--the water is so high in the
meadows-- One drops into the water from
some dead brush which lie in it & |eaves
on the brush 2 of its scales. Perhaps the
sun causes the | oosened scales to curl up
& so helps the turtle to get rid of them

Hunphrey Buttrick says that he has shot
2 kinds oflkgfLSers t he one bl ack--the other

with sonme white.

| see on a large ant hill--largish ants

//at work %% front hal f reddi sh--back half bl ack--

but on another very large ant hill near

by (a rod to I eft of Hol brook road--perhaps

50 rod this side of his clearing on the N side--)
--5 feet through there none out.

It will show how our prejudices interfere
with our perception of color to state --that
yesterday nmorning after naking {a} fire in the
ki tchen cooki ng stove--as | sat over it
| thought | sawa little bit {of} red or
scarlet flannel on a a chink near a

bolt head on the stove &I tried to pick

43" X" is imediately above the "s" of "turtles"

328



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28

it out--while | was a little surprised that

| did not snell it burning-- It was nerely

the reflection of the flame of the fire through
a chink--on the dark stove-- Whea—+ This showed
me what the true color of the flame was

but when | knew what this was it was not

very easy to perceive it again-- |t appeared
now nore yellow sh. | think that my senses

made the truest report the first tinme.

The wood frogs lie spread out on the surface
of the sheltered pools in the woods --cool & w ndy
as it is--dinpling the water by their notions--& as
you approach you hear their lively wark wurrk
wu r r k--but seeing you they suddenly hist &
per haps dive to the bottom

It is avery windy pmwind NW&
at length a dark cloud rises on that
side--evidently of a windy structure--

a dusky mass with lighter intervals |ike
a parcel of brushes lying side by side--a
parcel of “mares tails” perhaps--it wi nds
up with a flurry of rain--
Ap. 1st 59 some have pl anted peas
& lettuce--

Mel vin, the sexton, says that when Lorings
Pond was drai ned once--perhaps the dam
br oke--he saw there about all the birds
he has seen on a salt marsh
Al so that he once shot a nmackerel gul

I think he said it was in My--
in Concord-- --that he sees the 2 kinds of

11

11
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/lyellow | egs here-- That he has shot
at least 2 kinds of |arge grey ducks--
as big (one at least) as black ducks--
He says that one winter (it may have
been the last) there were caught by him
& others at one place in the river bel ow
Balls hill in sight of Carlisle bridge
about 200 | bs of pickerel within a week--sone
thing quite unprecedented--at |east of
| ate years This was about the |ast
of February or 1st of March-- No nal es
were caught! & he thinks that they
had collected there in order to spawn--
Per haps perch & pickerel collect in |arge
nunbers for this purpose--
Pmto Assabet over neadows in
//boat--a very strong & cold NWw nd- -
I land again at the (now island) rock,
on Sinmon Brown’s |and--& | ook for arrowheads
& picked up 2 pieces of soap stone pottery--
one was probably part of the same which
C. found with ne there the other day. C s piece
was one side of a shallow dish say 1 1/2 inches
deep 4/8 to 6/8 inch thick with a sort of
ear for handl e on one side--alnost a |leg
{drawi ng} {drawi ng} H's piece, like mne, |ooks
as if it had been scratched all over on the

outside by a nail & it is evident that
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this is the way it was fashioned-- It was
scratched with sone hard sharp pointed
stone & so crunbled & worn away.

This little knoll was half plowed (through
its summit) last fall in order to be culti-

standi ng over all but the apex

vated this spring--& the high water” has
for a fortnight been faithfully washing
away the soil & leaving the stones--Ind relics
& ot hers--exposed-- The very roots of the grass--
yel l owi sh brown fibres--are thus washed
cl ean & exposed in considerable quantity there--
You coul d hardly have contrived a better way
to separate the arrow heads that lay buried in
that sod between the rocks--fromthe sod
& soil --

At the poke-logan up the Assabet--
| see ny first phoebe ¥X%-the mld bird

--it flirts its tail & sings pre vit pre vit

pre vit previt incessantly & flirting

its tail as it sits over the water--& then at
last rising on the last syllable--says
pre-vee as if insisting on that with pe-
culiar emnphasis.

The villagers remark how dark &
angry the water |ooks today-- | think
it is because it is a clear & very w ndy

day & the high waves cast much shadow -
%Crow b. birds comon%
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Ap. 2nd 59

Pmto Lee's diff --(walking)

% ncana% Al ders generally appear to be past

%on causeways- -

%ot open the 10t h%
| see alittle snowice in the wods

in one place today-- It is still w ndy

& cool --but not so much or

| can always sai

either up or down th

river wwth the rudest craft--for the

wi nd al ways blows nmore or less with th

bl unt

river valley-- But when a® wooded cape

or hill projects nearly in the direction to

which the wind is blowi ng--1 find that

as yesterday--

e

e

prime

.e. the earliest ones--see Mire sane speci es%

it blows in opposite directions off that shore

while there may be quite a lull off th

centre. This makes a baffling reach--

Cenerally a high

west side of our

wood cl ose upon the

river--the prevailing w nds

being NN W makes such a reach--

e

There are many fuzzy gnats now in

the air--windy as it is-- Especially |

see

t hem under the Lee*®* of the f+rst+ niddle

conantum Cl i ff--i

headed one way- - but

n dense swarns al

all together as if tossed by the w nd--

They appear to | ove best a position just

rising and falling suddenly

bel ow the edge of the cliff--& to rise constantly

4%Coul d be "Lew',

anot her spelling of

"l ee

i n OED.
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hi gh enough to feel the wind from over
the edge & then sink suddenly down agai n--

They are not perhaps so thick as they
will be but they are suddenly much thicker
than they were--& perhaps their presence affects
the arrival of the phoebe--which | suspect
feeds on them

mal e

Fromnear this cliff | watch a® shel +drake
inthe river with ny glass-- It is very busily plum
ing itself while it sails about--& fromtine
totime it raises itself upright alnpst en-
tirely out of water--showing its rosaceous breast--
It is sone 60 rods off--yet | can see the
red bill distinctly when it is turned agai nst
its white body-- Soon after | see 2 nore

I think4s

& one which is® not a female--is nore
gray--& far4® |ess distinctly black & white than the
other-- | think it is a young nal e--& that
it might be called by some a gray duck

However if you show yourself within 60
rods they will fly or swmoff--so shy are
they. Yet in the fall | sonetines get
cl ose upon a young bird--which dashes

or al ong
swiftly across” the river & dives--

In the wood on top of Lees Cliff--
where the other day | noticed that the chi maphi -

| a | eaves had been extensively eaten & nibbled

off & left on the ground--1 find under one

45T has drawn a sem -circular line to the left of "is
and between "is" and "not" to the "I" of "I think".

46" e far" inserted

connecting a caret underneath
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small pitch pine tree a heap of the

cones whi ch have been stript of their

scal es evidently by the red squirrels this
last winter & fall-- they having sat upon
some dead |inbs above-- They were al

stript regularly fromthe base upward
excepting the 5 to 7 uppernost & barren

scal es--making a pretty figure like this
{drawi ng} | counted 239 cones

under this tree alone

& most of themlay within

2 sguatre feet square upon a nass of the
scales 1 to 2 inches deep & 3 or 4 feet

in dianmeter-- There were al so many cones
under the surroundi ng pines. Those | counted
woul d have nade sone 3 quarts or nore

These had all been cut off by the squirrels
& conveyed to this tree & there stript & eaten.
They appeared to have devoured all the fruit
of that p. pine grove--& probably it was
they that nibbled the winter green--

No fruit grows in rain--the red squirre
harvests the fruit of the p. pine. Hs

body is about the color of the cone. | should
like to get his recipe for taking out pitch
for he nmust often get his chaps defiled
nmet hi nks. These were all fresh cones

the fruit of last year--perhaps there
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was a hole in the ground where they | odged
by that tree.
| see fly across the pond a rather |arge
hawk-- & when at length it turns up {I} am sur- /1
prised to see a {larg} blackish spot on the
under side of each w ng--remni nding ne
of the night-hawk-- Its w ngs appeared
long & narrow-but it did not show the
upper or under side till far off--{sailing}?*’ so
l evel -- VWhat was it?
The bass recently cut down at M| es swanp
whi ch averages nearly 2 1/2 feet in dianeter at
t he ground has 47 rings--& has therefore
grown fast-- The black ash is about 18
inches in dianeter & has 48 rings-- The white
ash is about 15 inches in dianmeter & has 78
rings--
| see the snall botrychiumstill quite fresh
in the open pasture only a reddish or |eathery '
%sone too yel |l oW quite & nore
brown-- %%t is therefore mere” evergreen”® than the
spl eenworts.
As | go down the street just after
sunset | hear nany snipe tonight-- /1
This sound is annually heard by the villagers
but always at this hour, ie in the twlight--
a hovering sound high in the air & they do
not know what to refer it to-- It is very easily
imtated by the breath.-- A sort of shuddering

with the breath. It rem nds ne of

cal mer nights-- Hardly one in a hundred

4971906 has "sailing", but can only nmake out clearly the "-ling".
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hears it & perhaps not nearly so
many know what creature nakes it.
Per haps no one dreamed of snipe
an hour ago--but the air seened
enpty of such as they--but as soon as
t he dusk begins--so that a birds flight
i s conceal ed--you hear this peculiar
spirit suggesting sound--now far now near--
heard through & above the evening din
of the village. | did not hear one
when | returned up the street half an
hour | ater.
Ap 3rd--

An easterly wind & rain

Pmto Wite Pond--

C. says he saw a striped snake on the 30th 9X%°
We go by O am Shell--The water on the
meadow i s now visibly | owered considerably
& the tops of bushes begin to appear--
The hi gh water has stood over & washed down
the base of that aval anche of sand from
ny new ravine--|eaving an upright edge
a foot high--& as it subsided gradually
it has left various parallel shore lines
with stones arranged nore or less in rows
al ong them-thus form ng a regul ar

beach of 4 5 rods | ength-
0r409

4%The "X" is immediately below the "th" of "30th".
49 ooks |ike T added this after witing "4 5," so it’s just barely interlined.
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The beomyces is in its perfection this

rainy day. | have for sone weeks been
{writing} on the beauty & richness of the noist

& saturated crust of the earth--

It has seened

to me nore attractive & living than ever--a

very sensitive cuticle--teemng with |ife--esp--

in the rainy days. | have |ooked on it as the

skin of a pard. And on a nore close

exam nation | am borne out--by discovering in

this now so bright beonyces--& in other

earthy lichens & in cladonias--{ang} and al so

in the very interesting & pretty red & yell ow st emred

nosses--a nmani fest synpathy with--

and an expression--of the genera

life of the

crust. This early & hardy cryptoganmous veget a-

tionis as it were a flowering of the crust of the

earth-- Lichens & these nosses which depend

on noi sture are now nost ranpant--

If you examine it, this brown earth crust is

not dead- “°W need a popul ar nane

for the beonyces-- C suggests pink nould

--Perhaps pink shot or eggs woul d do.

A great nany oak | eaves have been bl own

off in the late wi ndy weather-- Wen

di sturb

aleaf inthe wods | find it quite dry within

this rainy day. | saw the other day a | ong
hi gh
wi nrow of oak | eaves™ washed up on

a foot

t he meadow edge 1/4 of a mle off opposite

Ball's hill--whence they partly came--

40Gp here between "dead--

and

e,

11

11
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It does not rain hard today--but
m zzl es--with considerable w nd--&
your clothes are finely bedewed with it--
even under an unbrella-- The rain drops
hangi ng regul arly under each twi g of the
birches--so full of light--are a very pretty
sight as you look forth through the mzzle
fromunder your unbrella-- In a hard rain
they do not | odge & collect thus.

| hear that Peter Hutchinson hooked
a nonstrous pickerel at the Holt | ast
winter-- It was so large that he could
not get his head through the hol e--&
so they cut another hole close by & then
a narrow channel fromthat to the first
to pass the line through--but then when
they came to pull on the line the pickere
gave a violent jerk & escaped-- Peter
t hi nks that he must have wei ghed 10 | bs.

Mens minds run so much on work
& money that the nass instantly associate

all literary |labor with a pecuniary reward.

They are mainly curious to know how much noney

the | ecturer or author gets for his work--
They think that the naturalist takes so nuch
pains to collect plants or aninmals because
he is paid for it-- An Irishman who saw

in the fields

me™ making a mnute in ny note book--
took it for granted that | was casting up

ny wages--& actually inquired what they

cane to--as if he had never dreaned
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of any other use for witing-- | night

have {t+et+d} quoted to himthat the wages of

sin are death, as the npbst pertinent answer--
What do you get for lecturing now- | am

occasionally asked-- It is the nore amnusing

since | only lecture about once a year out

of my native town-- often not at all--

So that | mght as well, if ny objects

were nerely pecuniary--give up the business.
Once when | was wal king on Staten Island

| ooki ng about me as usual --a man who

saw ne--woul d not believe me when | told

himthat | was indeed from N E. but was

not | ooking at that region with a

pecuniary view-a view to specul ation--&

he offered me a handsone bonus if |

woul d sell his farmfor him

| see by the Wiite Pond path nany fox col ored

sparrows ap lurking close under the | ee side of“!

a wall out of the way of the storm- Their
tails near the base are the brightest things
of that color--a rich cinnanon brown, that |
know- their note today is the chip nmuch like
a tree sparrows. W get quite near them

Near to the pond | see a snmall hawk

| arger than a pigeon hawk fly past--a deep

brown with a Iight spot on the side-- | think it probable

it was a sharp shinned hawk- -

The pond in quite high (like Wal den--which

41T seens to have corrected his
n Of n .

of", so it looks |like an "f"

i's under the

o"

11
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as | noticed the 30th ult--had {p} risen
{at—+} about 2 feet since January & perhaps
within a shorter period.) & the white
sand beach is covered. The water being quite
shallow on it--it is very handsonely & freshly
ripple marked for a rod or nore in width
the ripples only 2 or 3 inches apart & very
regul ar & parallel--but occasionally
a foot |ong

there is a sort of cell™ (a split closed at each
end) in one-- In sonme parts indeed it
rem nded me of a cellular tissue--but the |ast
foot next the shore had no ripple marks--ap--
they were constantly levelled there. These were
nost conspi cuous where a dark sedenent
t he dead wood or crunbl ed | eaves perchance from
the forest lay in the furrows & contrasted with
the white sand--
{draw ng}

The cells were much nore numerous & snaller
in proportion than | represent them

| find in drawing these ripple marks that

precisely

| have drawn “such lines as are used to represent

a shore on maps--& perchance the sight

of these parallel ripple marks may have suggested

t hat method of drawing a shore line-- | do
not believe it--but if we were to draw
such a | ake shore accurately it would be

very simlar.
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Ap 4th
Clear cold & very windy wind N. W

For a fortnight past--or since the
frost began to cone out | have noticed
t he funnel shaped hol es of the skunk in
a great many places--& their little mncing
tracks in the sand-- Many a grub & beetle

neets its fate in their stomachs--

Met hi nks the peculiar & interesting Brown

Season of the spring lasts fromthe tine

t he snow generally begins to go off (as this year

the fore part of Mar.) till the frost
is generally (or entirely (?)) out-- Perhaps
it will be through the 1st week of Apri
this year. Ordinary years it nust
be somewhat |ater-- The surface of
the earth is never so conpletely saturated
with wet as during this period--for the
frost a few inches beneath holds all the

& snow
ice "that are nelted & the rain--& an unusua
amount of rain falls-- Al plants therefore
that | ove noisture & cool ness--1ike nosses
& lichens--are in their glory--but above
| think that the very withered grasses &

weeds--bei ng wet are bloonming at this

season-- The conspi cuous reddi sh brown

of the fallen brakes is very rich--contrasting

with the paler brown of oak | eaves--

/1
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Such an appetite have we for new
life that we begin by nibbling the
very crust of the earth-- W betray
our vegetable & animal nature &
sympat hi es by our delight in water
-We rejoice in the eep full rills
the nelting snow-the copious spring rains
& the freshets--as if we were frozen
earth to be thawed--or lichens &
nosses- - expandi ng & reviving under this
i nfluence- -
The osier bark now as usual | ooks very
yel | ow when wet--& the wild poplar
very green-- Pmto Ciffs
Those striped snakes of the 30th c. { }%2
found (several in all) on west side
the RR. causeway--on the sand--which is
very warm It would seemthen that

they come out in such places soon after

the frost is out. The RR nmen who
were cutting willows there to set on the
sides of the deep cut--to prevent the gullying
t here--canme across them
The epigaea | ooks as if it would open
%/12t h%

in 2 or 3 days at |east”-- show ng rmuch col or

& this form {drawi ng} The flower buds

412The 1906 has "were", but it |ooks nmore like "c." (for T s "Cousin Charles" he
refers to earlier re: the snakes and refers to as
c." seens to be nmade fromblotting out another letter

peri od of

c.") plus another word. The

cross out the rest of the word, and it is supposed to be sinmply "c."?

Maybe T forgot to
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are protected by the withered | eaves, oak
| eaves, which partly cover them-so
that you nust | ook pretty sharp to de-
tect the first flower-- These plants bl ossom
by main strength as it were--or the virtue that
is in them-not betng growing by water, as
nost early flowers--in dry copses--

| see several earth-worns today under
the shoe of the punp on the platform They may
have cone up through the cracks fromthe wel
where the warm air has kept them stirring.

On the barren RR causeway--of pure
sand--grow chiefly--sall ows--a few popl ars- -
& sweet fern & bl ackberry vines--

VWen | look with my glass | see the
cold & sheeny snow still glazing the nts.
This it is which makes the wi nd so piercing
cold. There are dark & wi ndy cl ouds {on}
over that side--of that peculiar brushy
or wi spy character--or rather |ike sheafs*?8
of whi ch denotes w nd-- They only
spit alittle snow at last--thin &
scarcely perceived--like falling gossaner--

Ap 5--59

In running a line through a wood lot in
the SWpart of Lincoln to-day-- | started
froman old pine stunp--now nmostly crunbl ed
away- -t hough a part of the wood was still hard

above ground--whi ch was described in his deed

4L ooks |like T wote "sheafs" over another word (that may have gone with the

crossed out afterward).

11
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of 1813 (46 years ago) as a pine
stunp. It was on the side of a hill above
Dea Farrars neadow -
As | stood on a hill just cut off
| saw half a dozen rods bel ow the bright
yel low catkins of a tall wllow just opened
on the edge of the swanp agai nst the dark
brown twigs *¥“the withered | eaves-- This early
bl ossom | ooks bright & rare amd the wthered
| eaves & the generally brown & dry surface
like--the early butterflies-- This is the
nost conspi cuous of the March flowers--(i.e
if it chances to be so early as march)
It suggests unthought of warmh &
sunni ness-- It takes but little color & tender
growm h--to make mles of dry brown wood-
| and & swanp | ook habitable & homelike--
as if a man could dwell there--
M. Haines who travelled over the lots

with us this very cold & blustering day--

was over 80.

What raw bl ustering weather said | to
nmy enpl oyer today-- Yes, answered he,--“did
you see those 2 sun dogs on Saturday?”

& wi ndy
They are a pretty sure sign of col d* weat her
Ap 6th
Anot her remarkably wi ndy day--cold

NWwnd & a little snow spitting fromtine

to time--yet so little that even the traveller

4%There could be an "&" here, between "tw gs" and "the".

T woul d have nmade it by

crossing the "T-cross” from"tw gs" and the beginning of the "t"

in

"t he".
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m ght not perceive it.
For 19 days fromthe 19th of March to
the 6th of Ap. both inclusive we have had
remar kably wi ndy weat her-- For 10 days
of the 19 the wi nd has been remarkably
strong & violent--so that each of those
days the wi nd was the subject of genera
remark-- The firstgngf these 10 days was
t he warmest--the wi nd being SW-but the
others especially of late were very cold the
wi nd being N\W-& for the nost part icy cold
----There have al so been55 days that
woul d be called wi ndy--& only SMEhich
were noderate-- The last 7 incﬁuding t oday
have all been w ndy--5 of themremarkably
so wind from NW- V 10t h--forward
The sparrows have to flit along any thick
hedge--1li ke that of Ms. Gourgas's Tree
sparrows-- F. hiemalis--& fox colored spars in com
pany- -
A fish hawk %% sails down the river--fromtine
to time --al nost stationary 100 feet above
the water--not wthstanding the very strong w nd

| see where nples have rooted in a neadow

& cast up those little piles of the black earth.

Ap 7th
% 0%
The Cheney elmlooks as if it would shed pollen tonorrowds %
%/ 13th%
--& the Salix purpurea will perhaps within a week% %

45The "4" replaces the crossed out "5" above it.
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Pm up Assabet with Pratt--
St andi ng under the N side of the hil
| hear the rather innocent phe phe,

phe phe, phe phe, phé of a Fish hawk

(for it is not a scream but a rather soft & innocent

& | ooking up see one come sailing from
over the hill. The body | ooks quite short
in proportion to the spread of the w ngs
which are quite dark or bl ackish above.

He evidently has something in his tal ons.
We soon after disturb himagain

& at length after circling around over

the hill & adjacent fields he alights

in plain sight one one of the half

dead white oaks on the top of the {hill}
--where probably he sat before. As | | ook
through my glass he is perched on a | arge
dead linb & is evidently standing on a
fish (I had noticed sonething in his talons
as he flew) for he stands high and uneasily
finding it hard to keep his balance in the
wi nd. He is disturbed by our nei ghborhood
& does not proceed at once to eat his
nmeal. | see the tail of the fish hanging
over the end of the linb. Now & then he
pecks at it. | see the white on the

crown of the hawk-- It is a very l|arge

not e)
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bl ack bird as seen agai nst the sky. Soon
he sails away again--carrying his fish
as before horizontally beneath his body
{drawi ng} & he circles above over

t he adj acent pasture--1Iike

a hawk hunting--though he can only

be | ooking for a suitable place to eat
his fish or waiting for us to be gone--
Looki ng under the |inb on which he was
per ched rFfind a piece of the skin of a
sucker (?) or some other scaly fish which a
hawk had dropt there Iong since. No
doubt many a fish hawk has taken his
neal on that sightly perch.

It seems then that the fish hawk which
you see soaring & sailing so |eisurely about
over the land--(for this one soared quite
high into the sky at one tine) nay have a fish
in his talons all the while & only be waiting
till you are gone for an opportunity
to eat it on his accustomed perch

| told Pratt ny theory of the
formati on of a swanp on a hill-side--
but he thought that the growmh of the alders
& there woul d not nake the ground any nore
noi st there but | ess so--& stated that the
soil (as he had noticed) was drier under

rank grass in a mowing field--than at the
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same depth under a surface of bare &
hot sand--because the grass took up
the noisture fromthe soil
| saw a hol e (probably of a woodchuck)
[lpartly dug on the E side of the hil
& 3 or 4 large stones lay on the fresh sand
heap t hrown out--whi ch the woodchuck
had pushed up from bel ow-- One was about
6 inches long x 4 or nore wi de & night
weigh 4 | bs--& |l ooking into the hol e whose
nearly as | arge
bottom | could not see, | saw another”
about 3 feet down on its way up-- | have
seen their holes dug in rmuch worse
pl aces than this-—This hol e sl oped downward
at a considerabl e angle--so that the
stones had to be pushed upward¢ a steep sl ope.
A small hawk flies swiftly past on
the side of the hill--swift & | ow-
/lap. like sane as that of Ap 3rd--a deep
rusty brown-
The wood chuck probably digs in a stoney place
that he may be the nore secure.
| hear then the hovering note of a snipe at 4 1/2
% n the day% also the next day at #8 9 A.m as nuch
/1 pm-unusual ly earl y% % - as ever! Through
the w nd--
Find a sternothaorus odoratus--so far from water
//on Si mon Browns knol | --where water has not been since about
Mar. 20-- That | think he was then washed & | eft
there & has since lain in the ground-- There a 2 or 3
smal | | eeches on him-which the nay have adhered to him
The white mans relics in the field are Iike the |Indians

all winter.
pi pes--pottery--& (instead of arrow heads) bullets. 4

418 i nes 33 and 35 seeminterlined. T appears to have squeezed themonto this |ast

page of this journal, and the subject matter is conpletely different fromthe
previ ous naterial .
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%o buy Flagg's Studies & ¢
OGswal d’ s Etynol ogical Dict.
Smith's Lit Dictionary
Worcesters Dict.
Car penters Veget abl e Physi ol ogy

Bartlett Dic of Americanisns 59 edition%Y

“7Entire page witten faintly, seens to be in pencil.
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%. of dwarf { } is gree all#8 { }

is at well nmeadow ({N} feb Mar 2d)

See grass & sedge of Mar. 3rd in Hosner ditch
v of P. pine buds (eaton) start

mar k sedge

v. gulls & willows at Boston%?'®

48 nk splotch here after and before "all."
“%Entire page of text seenms to be in pencil, witten faintly.
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