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The top of Heron Rock--(N side of main stream
a dozen or nore rods above the junction of the rivers)
is just 13 inches above summer |evel.!?
2%Act on stone bridge — E arch the |l ower side outer end of the |ong stone
is about 1/4 inch above summer |evel?
The stone in mddle of river just below the nmonunent is

about 3 1/4 inches bel ow sumer | evel --neasured by the {water}

Notch in willow at ny boat is 8 ft above S. L. nade in fall of ‘60%

This information cones fromthe April 25, 1860 journal entry.

2 This paragraph was handwitten by transcriber. My be an indication of
penci | .

5This information cones fromthe April 27, 1860 journal entry.

“This information cones fromthe Septenber 16, 1860 journal entry.
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Feb. 15th 1860

As in the expression of noral truths
we admre any cl oseness to the physica
fact which in all language is the
synmbol of the spiritual-- So finally when
nat ural b obj ects are described--it is an
advantage, if words derived originally from
nature, it is true, but which have been turned
(tropes) fromtheir primary signification to
a noral sense, are used--i.e if the
object is personified-- The one who | oves
& understands a thing the best--wll
incline to use the personal pronouns in
speaking of it. To himthere is no neuter
gender. Many of the words of the old
naturalists were in this sense doubly
tropes.

Pm about 30+ ° at 2 pm

Skated to Bound Rock- -

Frequently--the same night that it first
or perhaps in the norning
freezes » the snow i ce over the thread of the river
will be puffed up for many rods--a foot or nore
evidently by expandi ng vapors beneath--& al so
over the channel of some warm spring enptying
in. Also at Walden where it is very shall ow
or the ice rests on a bar between the pond & a bay.

VWen | ately the open parts of the river froze

nore or less in the night after that w ndy day

/1



1 they froze by stages as it were nany feet wide

2 & the water dashed & froze agai nst the edge of
3 each successive strip of ice {draw ng}®

4 | eaving so many parallel ridges.

5 The river is rapidly falling--is nore than
6 a foot lower than it was a few days ago--

7 so that there is an ice belt |eft where

8 the bank is steep & on this | skate

9 in many places--in others the ice slants

10 fromthe shore for a rod or 2 to the water--

11 & on the meadows for the nost part

12 there is no water under the ice--& it

13 accordingly runbles loudly as | go over it.

14 &1 rise & fall as |I pass over hillocks or

15 hol | ows.

16 Fromthe pond to Lees Bridge | skated so swiftly
17 before the wind, that | thought it was

18 calm for | kept pace with it, but when

19 | turned about | found that quite a

20 gal e was bl ow ng.

21 Cccasionally one of those puffs (making a
22 pent roof of ice) runs diagenat at right

23 angl es across the river--where there is no

24 streamor spring enptying in-- A crack may have
25 started it.

26 Feb. 16th 1860

27 2 pm To Wal den

2811 A snow storm whi ch began in the night

SDrawi ng spans 2 1/2 |ines.



[ec BN Ne)] (61 £ w N

©

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

--& is now 3 or 4 inches deep-- The ground which
was nore than half bare before--is thus

suddenly conceal ed--& the snow | odges on the
trees & fences & sides of houses--& we have a
perfect wintry scene agai n-- W hear that

it storned at Phil adel phi a yesterday norning.

[l ook]®
As | toward the woods beyond the poor house-

& see how the trees--esp apple trees, are suddenly

brought out--relieved agai nst the snow -bl ack

on white--every twig as distinct as if it were a pen-

& ink drawing the size of nature. The snow being
spread for a back ground, while the stormstil
ragi ng confines your view to near objects--each

appl e’ tree is distinctly outlined against it.

Suddenly too where of late all was tawney brown

in pastures--1 see a soft snow field with the
pal e brown |ichens just peeping out of it.

It is a npist & starry snow -1 odgi ng on

trees--1eaf bough & trunk. The pines are
well laden with it. How handsome, though
wintry the side of a high pine wood--well
greyed with the snow that has | odged on it--
& the smaller pitch pines converted into
marbl e or al abaster--with their | owered
pl umes--|i ke rams-heads {draw ng}?

The character of the wood paths
is wholly changed by the new fallen snow--
not only all tracks are conceal ed- - but

t he pines drooping over it--& half conceal -

5T s brackets
A letter is crossed out under the “I” in “apple.”

8Dr awi ng spans 2 |ines.



1 ing or fillingit, it is nmerely a |long chink

2 or wi ndi ng open space between the trees--

3 This snow, as | have often noticed, before,
4 & other crystals

5 is conposed of stars™--with a very fine cotton
6 interm xed. It |lodges & rests softly on the

7 hori zontal 1inbs of oaks & pines— On

8 the fruit & dry leaflets (?) of the alders that
9 stand over the pond it is in the formof little
10 cones 2 inches high--nmaking them snow

11 {ball} plants. So many little crystalline

12 wheel s packed in cotton

13 VWhen we descend on to Goosepond--we

14 find that the snow rests nore thickly on

15 t he nunerous zigzag & horizontal branches

16// of the high blueberries that start bend over

17 it--than on any deci duous shrub or tree

18 produci ng a very handsone snowy nmaze &

19 can thus distinguish this shrub--by the man-
20 ner in which the snowlies on it--quite across
21 the pond. It is remarkable al so how

22 very distinct & white every plane surface

23 as the rocks which lie here and there and

24 t he bl ueberries or higher on the bank--a place
25 where no twig or weed rises to interrupt the
26 pure white inpression. In fact this crystalline
27 snow-lies up so light & downey that it

28 evidently admits nore |ight than usua

29 & the surface is nore white & gl owi ng

30 for it-- It is sem transparent. This is
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especially the case with the snow | yi ng upon
rocks, or musquash houses--which is
el evated & brought between you & the light.
--1t is partially transparent |ike al abaster

Also all the birds nests in the blueberry
bushes are reveal ed--by the great snow balls
t hey hol d.

Feb. 17th ' 60

Pmcold & NWwi nd drifting the snow -

3 Pm Therm 14%

A perfectly clear sky except 1 or 2 little cloud
flecks in the SW which when | | ook again
after wal king 40 rds have entirely dissol ved.

When the sun is setting the light reflected
fromthe snow covered roofs is quite a clear
pi nk & even fromwhite board fences.
grows col der yet at eve {& frost forms on the w ndows.

| hear that some say they saw a bl ue-
bird & heard it sing last week--!! It was
prob. a shrike

M nott says that he hears that Hurd's
testinmony in regard to Concord River in the meadow
case--was that "it is danmed at both
ends & cursed in the nmiddle" i.e on ac-
count of the danage to the grass there.

We cannot spare the very lively &

some {ef}

life-like descriptions of the old Naturalists
They symnpathize with the creatures which

they describe. Edward Topsell in his

transl ati on of Conrad Gesner in 1607



N

A W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
28
29
30

called "The History of Four-footed beasts."--
says of the antelopes that "They are bred in
India & Syria, near the river Euphrates,"

and then, which enables you to realize the
living creature & its habitat he adds--

"and delight much to drink of the cold water

thereof." The beasts which nost nodern
naturalists describe--do not delight in
any thing--& their water is neither hot nor
col d. Readi ng the above makes you

want to go & drink of the Euphrates your-
self, if it is warmweather. | do not
know how much of his spirit he owes to Gesner--
but he proceeds in his translation to say--
that "they have horns growing forth of

the crown of their head, which are very

| ong & sharp; so that Al exander affirmed

t hey pierced through the shields of his shoutd
soldiers, & fought with themvery irefully:
at which time his conpany slew as he
travelled to India, eight thousand five
hundred & fifty, which great slaughter

may be the occasion why they are

so rare & sel dom seen to this day."--

Now here sonething is described at any
rate--whether it is a real account
mhethe?f%+—+& a real animl or not--

-- You can plainly see the horns which

grew forth fromtheir crowns--&
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a beast's
how wel|l that word irefully describes * their+r

fighting! and then for the nunber
whi ch Al exander's nen slew "as he

Travelled to India" and what a travelling

was that my hearers--8.550 just the
nunber you woul d have guessed after the
t housands were gi ven--and easy one to
renmenmber too. He goes on to say that
"their horns are great & nade |ike a saw,
and they with them can cut asunder the
branches of osier or small trees, whereby it
coneth to pass that nmany times their necks
are taken in the twists of the falling
boughs, whereat the beast wi th repining
cry, bewrayeth hinself to the hunters, & so is
t aken. "

The artist too has done his part equally
wel | --for you are presented with a draw ng

a stout front &

of the beast with ~ an exceedingly "ireful"--
ook as if he were facing all Al exanders arny
with serrated horns--the tail of a lion
a cheek tooth (canine?) as big as a boar's®

Though sone beasts are described in
thi s book which have no existence as
I can learn but in the inagination of
the witers--they really have an existence
there--which is saying not a little, for
nost of our nmodern authors have not imagi ned

t he actual beasts which they presune to de-

°Li nes 22-24 marked for transposition by |left brackets. The top bracket
starts before “a stout” and extends into the margin and down to the left of
line 22. To the left of it is a 2. The bottom bracket brackets |ines 23 and
24 and is marked to the left by a 1
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scribe. The Very frontispiece is at—
figure of "the gorgon" which | ooks
sufficiently like a hungry beast covered
with scal es--which you may have dreaned
of --apparently just fallen on the track of
you the reader & sniffing the odor
wi th greediness.

These nen had an adequate idea of
a beast--or what a beast should be

--a very bellaca (The transl ator

makes the word bestia to be f+om "a vastando".)

& They will describe & will dray!® you a
cat with four strokes nore beastly
or beastlike to | ook at--than M
Ruskins favorite artist draws a
tiger—
They had an adequate idea of the
wi | dness of beasts & of men--& in their
descriptions & drawings they did not always
fail when they surpassed nature.
Gesner says of apes that "they are
held for a subtil, ironical ridiculous
and unprofitable beast, whose flesh is
not good for neat as a sheep, neither
his back for burthen as an asses, nor yet
comodi ous to keep a house like a dog,
but of the Grecians terned gel ot opoi on, made

for laughter."” As an evidence of one

ape's want of "discretion" he says "A certain

°pr gbably meant to be “draw’
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ape after a shipweck, swimring to | and, was seen
by a countryman, who thinking himto be a nman

in the water gave himhis hand to save him yet
in the nean time asked hi m what countryman

he was, to which he answered that he was an

At heni an: Well, said the man, Dost thou

know Piraeus (a port in Athens)-- Very well,

said the ape & his wife, friends & children.
Wereat the man bei ng noved, did what he

could to drowmn him" -- — -— -— -—

They are best contented to sit aloft although

tied with chains-- -- -- They bring forth
young ones for the nobst part by tw ns, whereof
they |l ove the one & hate the other; that

whi ch they | ove they bear on their arns,

the other hangeth at the dam s back, &

for the nost part she killeth that which

she |l oveth, by pressing it too hard: afterward,
she setteth her whol e delight upon the other."

Feb. 18th--'60
A snow storm-falling all day--w nd NE

The snow is fine & drives | ow-is composed

of granul ated masses 1/16 to 1/20 inch in dianeter.

not in flakes at all. | think it is not

those large flaked snow storms that are

the worst for the traveler or the deepest.
It would seemas if--the nore odd

& whi nsi cal the conceit--the nore credible

to the mass-- They require a surprising truth

11
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t hough they may wel |

be surprised at any

truth.--e.g. CGesner says of the beaver--, "the

biting of this beast is

crash asunder
never |oseth his hold unti

ghash one agai nst anot her.

t he hardest bones,

very deep, being able to

& commonly he

Pliny & Solinus

affirm that the person so bitten cannot

be cured, except
teeth, which |

Gesner

has a livelier conception of an anim

whi ch has no exi stence,

he hear the crashing of the

or of an action which

was never performed--than nmost naturalists

have of what passes bef

ore their eyes.

The

ability to report a thing as if had occurred

whether it did or not,

to a descri ber.

| feel, of course

very ignorant

is surely inportant
They do not half tel

a thing because
you mi ght expect themto but half believe it.

in a nuseum

know not hi ng about the things which they have

there-- No npre than

inthe tomb-- | walk am d those jars of

bl oat ed creatures which they eaH | abe

he feeleth his teeth

take to be an opinion without truth."

({unless} we owe it to the translator)

shoul d know ny friendst

frogs

a total stranger--wthout the |east froggy

t hought bei ng suggested. Not one of them

can croak-- They |eave behind all life

they that enter there--both frogs & men.

E.g. Gesner says again "The tree bei ng down

& prepared,

of their comnpany,

t hey take one of the ol dest

whose teeth could not

Lefrijends”

written over

anot her word

10
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be used for the cutting, (or, as others say,

they constrain some strange beaver whomt hey

neet withal, to fall flat on his beHy back

-- -- -- and upon his belly lade they all their

ti mber, which they so ingeniously work & fasten
with the conpass of his legs that it may not

fall, & so the residue by the tail draw him

to the water side, where those buildings are

to be framed, & this the rather seeneth to be
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true, because there have been sone such

taken that had no hair on their backs, b

ut

were filled, which being espied by the hunters,

in pity of their slavery or bondage, they have

let themgo away free."

2 ago to where G M Barrett had

pl aced a dead cow of his, & that he foun

the snow thickly tracked by foxes to within

5 feet {around} the carcass & they appeared to

have sat down there--but so suspicious

G ves Al bertus

& A aus Magnus

as authorities for this
Melvin tells ne that he went a day or

d

of some trick were they that they had not

touched it.

Sonetimes when | go forth at

2 Pm-there is scarcely a cloud in the sky--

but soon one will appear in the west & steadily

advance & expand itself, & so change the
whol e character of the pm & ny thoughts.

The history of the sky for that pmwl|

be

11
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but the devel opnent of that cloud.

I think that the nost inportant requi-
site in describing an animal, is to be
sure & give its character & spirit--{.}?
for in that you have, without error, the
sum & effect of all its parts--known & un-
known-- You nust tell what it is to nman
Surely the nost inportant part of an
animal is its anima its vital spirit--
on which is based its character--& al
the peculiarities by which it npbst concerns
us. Yet nost scientific books which
treat of animals | eave this out all together
& what they describe are as it were phe-
nonmena of dead natter. \WWat is nost
interesting in a dog--e.g. is his attachnent
to his master--his intelligence, courage &
the Iike--& not his anatomical structure
or even many habits which affect us |ess.

If you have undertaken to wite the biogra-

phy of an animal, you will have to present
to us the living creature--i.e. a scrol

whi ch no man can understand, but only
in his degree report the inpression nmade
on him
Science in many departnents of Nat. Hist.
does not pretend to go beyond the shell--
ie it does not get to aninmate nature at

all.

2perijod could be a bl otch.

12
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A history of aninmated Nature nust itself

be ani mat ed.

Th

e anci ents,

one would say, with their

CGor gons- - Sphi nxes--satyrs--mantichora

&c coul d®® i magi ne nore than exi sted

whil e the noderns cannot i magi ne so

much as

exi st s.

In describing brutes, as in describing man,

naturally dwell

nost on those particulars

in which they are nost |ike ourselves--in

whi ch we have npst synpathy with them

W are as often injured as benefitted by

our systens--for to speak the truth no

human systemis a true one--& a nane

is at nbst a nere iAe conveni ence & carries

to {information} with it. As soon as |

begin to bee aware of the life of any area-

true, |

at once forget its nane.

To know the nanes of creatures--is only

a convenience to us at first--but so soon

as we have learned to distinguish them the

sooner we forget their nanmes the better

so far as any true appreciation of them

is concerned. | think therefore that

t he best

& npbst harnl ess nanes--are

those which are an imtation of the voice

or note of an aninal--as the nost poetic

ones-- But the name adheres only to the

accepted & conventional bird or quadru-

BThe “d”

in “coul d”

is crossed like at.

we shal

13
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ped--never an instant to the real one.

There is always sonething ridiculous in the
nane of a great man as if he were
naned John Smith.

The nane is convenient in comunicating
with others--but it is not to be remenbered
when | conmunicate with nyself.

If you look over a list of nedicina
reci pes in vogue in the last century how foolish
& usel ess they are seen to be--& yet we
use equal ly absurd ones with faith to-day.

VWhen the ancients had not found an
animal wild & strange enough to suit them-

%traits, qualities]%

they created one by the mngled %% of the nbst savage
al ready known--as hyenas--bovi nes- - pards
panthers & &c one with another-- Their

beasts were thus of wildness & savageness all com

pact--& nore ferine & terrible than any

of an unmi xed breed coul d be. They allowed nature
great license in this directions. The npst

strange & fearful beasts were by them supposed

to be the off spring of 2 different savage kinds.
So fertile were their imaginations--& such fertility
did they assign to Nature.
In the nodern account the fabul ous part
will be omitted--it is true--but the portrait
of the real & living creature also
The old witers have left a nore lively

& life-1ike account of the Gorgon than

14
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nodern witers give us of real animals.
Feb. 19th
Snow may be near a foot deep--& now drifting
Feb. 20
Pm | see directly in front the Depot |ce house

on the only piece of bare ground | see hereabouts

a large flock of |esser red-polls feeding.

They nust be { 114 picking up earth sand or the
wi thered grass-- They are so intent on it that
they allow me to come quite near

This then is one use for the drifting of snow
whi ch [ ays bare some spots--however deep it
may be el sewhere, so that the birds&’(E can cone
at the earth. | never thought of this use
before. 1st the snow feel deep & level on the
18th then the 19 cane high wind &
plowed it out here & there to the ground,
& so it will always be in sonme places however
deep it may have been

J. Farner tells ne that his grandfather once

in the winter

when noving sonme rocks » found a striped squirre
frozen stiff. He put himin his pocket & when
he got home laid himon the hearth--& after
a while he was surprized to see himrunning
about the roomas lively as ever he was--

| notice a very pale pink reflection
fromsnow roofs & sides of white houses at

sunrise-- So both the pink & the green

are phenonena of the norning but in a

¥This word, whatever it may be, is crossed out.

15



1 much | ess degree, which shows that they

2 depend nore on the twilight & the grossness
3 of the atnosphere than on the angle at which
4 the sun-light falls.

5 Feb. 21st 60

6 2 Pm Therm 46+ & snow rapidly

7 nelting. It melts first & fastest where

8 the snowis so thin that it feels the heat
9 refl ected fromthe ground beneath.

10 | see nowin the ruts in-sand on hills

11 in the road--those interesting ripples—

12 which | only notice to advantage in

13 very shal | ow runni ng water--a phenonmenon

14 alnost as it were confined to nelted

15 snow running in ruts in the road in

16 a thaw-esp. in the spring. It is a

17// spring phenomenon-—-

18 The water nelting with sone slight obstacle
19 ever & anon appears to shoot across di ago-

20 nally to the opposite side--while ripples from
21 t he opposite side intersect the former--

22 produci ng countl ess regul ar & sparKking

23 di anond shaped ri ppl es

24 If you hold your head | ow & | ook

25 al ong up such a streamin a right

26 light-- It is seen to have a regularly

27 brai ded surface--tress-1|ike--preserving
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its figures as if it were solid--though
the streamis seen pul sing high through
the middle ripples in the thread of the
stream - The ripples are as rectilinear as
ice crystals-- \Wien you see the sparkling
stream {from} nelting snow in the ruts--know
that there is to be seen this braid of the
spring.
%How many berries are the food of birds{?}%
It was this very adnmiration of
nature that nade the ancients
attribute those magnani mous qualities
(which are rarely to be found in man) to
the lion as her masterpiece. & it is
only by a readyi ness or rather preparedness
to see nore than appears in a creature
that we can appreciate what is manifest.
It is renmarkabl e how many berries
mce &c
are the food of birds”--perhaps | may
say that all are! however hard or bitter.
--This | aminclined to say, judging of what | do
not know fromwhat | do. eg. M ash
--prinos--skunk cabbage--sumac--choke cherry--
cornel s probabl y--el derberry--vi burnunms 2 -Rose
hi ps--arum - poke--thorn--barberry--grapes--
Tupel o- - anphi car paea--t hi stl e-down. Bay berry (?)--C. Florida

checker berry--hem ock--1arch--pines & birch--alder--

Juni per

BWitten over another word

17
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The berries & seeds of wild plants
general l y--however little it is suspected

by us, are the food of birds--squirrels or

m ce- -
Feb. 23d
2 Pm Therm 56+ wi nd S.
33 Pm " 58+°
& snow al nost gone-- River rising

We have not had such a warm day since
t he begi nning of Dec (which was remarkably warm
I wal k over the npist Nawshawt uck
hill-side & see the green radical |eaves

circul ar
of the buttercup--shepherd' s purse— &

sorrel --chi ckweed- - cerasti um-& reveal ed.
About 4 Pma snart shower

ushered in by thunder--& succeeded by

a brilliant rain bow & yellow Iight

fromunder the dark cloud in the W

Thus the first remarkabl e heat brings

a thunder shower.

The words pardall & libbard

applied by Gesner to the sane ani nal - - express

as much of the wild beast as any.

| read in Brand's Popul ar Antiquities

that "Bishop Stillingfleet observes, that anobng the
Saxons of the northern nations, the Feast of

the New Year was observed with nore than

ordinary jollity: thence, as O aus Wrm us

6Bl ot ch or dash over the anpersand
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and Schaffer observe, they reckon their age by

so many lolas." [lola to make nerry. Goth.]

So may we neasure our lives by our joys—

We have lived, not in proportion to the nunber
of years that we have spent on the earth,

but in proportion as we have enjoyed.

February is pronounced the col dest nonth
inthe year-- In B.’s Pop. Antig. is quoted this
fromthe MS. Harl.

Fevrier de tous les nois,

Le plus court et moins courtois.

In the same work it is said that this saying
is still current in the N of England
"On the first of March,
The crows begin to search.”
Wuld it not apply to the crows searching
for their food in our neadows, along the water's edge
alittle later?

A fact stated barely is dry-- It nust be
t he vehicle of sone hunanity--in order to interest
us. It is like giving a man a stone when he
asks you for bread. Utinmately the noral is
all inall--&we do not mind it if inferior
truth is sacrificed to superior, as when the
noral i st fables & nakes ani mal s speak
& act |ike men.

It nust be warm -noist--incarnated--

Have been breathed on at |east. A man has

not seen a thing who has not felt it.

19
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Feb. 24th 60 %“E. S. in Mass.”)%

2 Pm Therm 42+

A very spring-like day--so nuch sparkling
light in the air--

The clouds reflecting a dazzling brightness
fromtheir edges--& though it is rather
warm (the wi nd--raw) There are many finely
divided--in a streamfrom SWto NE--
all the Pm-& some nost brilliant nother
o' pearl-- 1 never saw the green in it nore
distinct-- This on the thin white edges of clouds
as if it were a small piece of a rainbow- Sone
of the finest inmaginable rippling--& sone
fine strings of clouds narrow anteater
skel etons stretching from SWto NE or with
the wi nd--{draw ng} | ooking

crooked

like a little cotton--caught on a ~ tel egraph
Wi re--the spine is so distinct--
A great part of the very finely divided cloud--one
stratum above another—had the ap. of a woven
web--the fibres crossing each other in a remarkable
manner - -ri ght - - over head- -
{draw ng}

The river risen--& quite over the meadows
yest erday & today--& nusquash began
to be killed.

20
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Feb. 25th ' 60

Pm Round via O am Shell & Hub. Bridge
strong
col der--& frozen ground--"w nd NW

11

I noticed yesterday in the street some dryness
of stones at crossings & in the road & side
wal k here & there--& even 2 or 3 boys begin-

ning to play at marbles--so ready are they to
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get at the earth.

The fields of open water amid the thin

i ce of the neadows--are the spectacle

today-- They are especially dark blue when

look S. W Has it anything to do with the
direction of the wind? It is pleasant to
see high dark blue waves half a mle

of f running incessantly along the edge

of white ice-- There the notion of the
blue liquid is the nost distinct.

{draw ng} ice'’

As the waves rise & fall they seemto run
swiftly along the edge of the ice.

The white p. cones have been bl owi ng
off nore or less in every high wind ever
since the winter began, & yet perhaps they
have not nore than half fallen yet

For a day or 2 past | have seen
in various places the small tracks esp.
of skunks-- They appear to conme out

commonly in the warnmer weather in the

“The word “ice” is part of the draw ng.

11

11
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latter part of February
I noticed yesterday the first conspi cuous
silvery sheen fromthe needles of the white
pi ne waving in the wind— A small one
was conspi cuous by the side of the road
nmore than a quarter of a mle ahead.
| suspect that those plunes which have
been oppressed or contracted by snow & ice

not only dried but?!® opened & spread by the

wi nd.

Those peculiar tracks which | saw sonetinme
ago, & still see, nmade in slosh & since
frozen at the Andromeda ponds--1 think

must be nol e-tracks--& those "ni cks" on
the sides are where they shoved back the
snow with their vertical flippers {draw ng}

This is a very peculiar track. a broad channe
in slosh—& at length in ice

Sunday Feb. 26
2 pm Therm 30+ cold NN W w nd
The water is about 6 inches above

Hoar's steps-- That well covers the neadows

ever a strong NWwi nd this & yesterday

general ly.
Feb. 27th '60
2 pm- Therm 50+
To Abner Buttricks Hil
The river has been breaking up for severa

days--& | now see great cakes | odged.

Bput” witten over text
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agai nst each of the bridges--esp--Chas Hunts
& the N. B--where the river flows with

the wi nd-- For a week or nore you

could not go to Balls hill by the S side

of the river-- The channel is now open

at least from our neighborhood all the

yes & up around, as far as Cardinal Shore--the river

way to Balls Hill--except the masses of

bei ng opened--then it is mackarelled up to the pond.

ice moving in it--but the ice generally
rests on the bottom of the nmeadows--such
as was there before the water rose-and
the freshet is for the npbst part covered with
a thin ice except where the wind has broke it
up. The high wind for several days has
prevented this water from freezing hard.

There are many cranberries washed far
on to a large cake of ice which stretches across
the river at Hunts bridge-- The wi nd subsi ding
| eaves them conspi cuous on the mddle of the
cake.

I noticed yesterday that the skunk cabbage
had not started yet at well neadow -&
had been considerably frosthitten.
Heywood says that when the ground is
regul arly descending fromthe Nto the RR--
a low fence 1/4 of a nmile off has been found
to answer perfectly--, if it slopes upward
it must be very near the road.

I wal k down the river below Flint's on

the N. side. The sudden apparition of

/1
above Hub. bridge

11

11
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this dark blue water on the surface of

the earth is exciting. | nust now wal k

where | can see the nost water--as to the
nost living part of nature. This is the

bl ood of the earth--& we see its blue
arteries pulsing with new life now-

| see fromfar over the neadows--white cakes
of ice gliding swiftly down the stream-

a novel sight-- They are whiter than

ever in this spring sun

The abundance of light--as reflected from
clouds & the snow & &c is nore springlike
than anything of |ate.

For several days the earth generally has
been bare-- | see the tawney & Brown?®® earth--
--the fescue & lichen clad hills behind Dakins
& A. Buttricks—

Anmong the radical |eaves nbst conmobn &

therefore early-noticed are the veroni ca—

& the throttle (green in the mdst of brown & decayed)

& at the bottomof little hollows in pastures
now perhaps nearly covered with ice & water
you see some greener |eafets of clover.

| find nmyself cut off by that arm
of our neadow sea which makes up toward
A. Buttricks. The wal ker now by the river
valley is often conpelled to go far round
by the water--driving far toward the farner's
door yards.

I had noticed for sone tinme far in the

©p" witten over "b"
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m d. of the Great neadows sonething dazzlingly
white--which | took of course to be a small cake
of ice on its end--but now that | have

clinbed the pitch-pine hill & can over | ook

t he whol e neadow—- | see it to be the white
breast of a mal e shel drake acconpa-

ni ed perhaps by his mate (a darker one)

They have settled warily in the very m dst

of the neadow -where the wi nd has bl own

a etda a space of clear water froman

acre or two— The aspect of the meadow

is sky blue--& dark blue--the forner

is thinice--the latter the spaces of open

wat er whi ch the wi nd has made- - but

it is chiefly ice still. Thus as soon as

the river breaks up--or begins to break up fairly--
& the strong wi nd wi deni ng the cracks

nmakes at |ength open spaces in the ice

of the neadow -this hardy bird appears

& is seen sailing in the first-w dened

crack in the ice where it can conme at the
water--. Instead of of a piece of ice-- | find

it to be the breast of the sheldrake which

so reflects the light as to | ook larger than it
is steadily sailing this way & that with

its conmpanion who is diving fromtinme to tine.
They have chosen the opening farthest renoved
fromall shores. As | ook | see the ice drifting
in upon them & contracting their water--till finally

they have but a few square rods left--while

/1
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there are 40 or 50 acres near by. This is the
first bird of the spring that | have seen or
heard of .

C. saw a skater insect--on G Hubbards
cl ose brook in woods today.

Feb. 28th ‘60

2 Pm Therm 52+--wi nd easterly
t o Conant um

| am surprized to see how ny English brook
cress has expanded or extended since
saw it last fall--to a bed 4 feet in
dianeter--as if it had grown in the water
though it is quite dirty or muddied with
sedi nent-- Many of the sprigs turn up-
wards & just rest on the water at their
ends as if they might be growing. It
has al so been eaten considerably by sone
i nhabi tant of the water. | aminclined
to think it must grow in the winter.

VWhat is that bluish bulb now ap. begin-
ning to shoot in the water there? floating | oose
(not the water purslane)

| suppose they are linarias which I still see
flying about.

very
Passed a ~ little boy in the street today--who

had on a hone-made cap of a woodchuck skin—-

--which his father or elder brother had kill ed--

& cured
& his nother or elder sister had fashioned or
into a nice warmcap. | was interested by the
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sight of it--it suggested so much of
fam |y history--adventure with the chuck--

not w t hout
story told al oud * exaggeration-- The hunman

parents care of their young these hard tinmes--
--Johnny was promi sed many tinmes--& now

A perfect little Idyl as they say
t he work has been compl eted-- ~The cap was

large & round {”} big enough--you woul d say
for the boy's father--& had sone ki nd of

cloth visor stitched to it-- The top of the

cap was evidently the back of the woodchuck- -
as it were expanded in breadth contracted in | ength--
& it was as pert & handsome as if the woodchuck
wore it himself-- The great grey tipped hind
hairs were all preserved and stood out enrHy
above the brown only a little nore |osely than
his life-- As if he put his head into the belly
of a woodchuck having cut off his tail & Iegs
& substituted a vizor for the head--
The little fellow wore it innocently enough--
--not knowi ng what he had on forsooth--

goi ng about his snmall business pit a pat--
& his black eyes {sparkled} beneath it when

| remarked on its warnth, even as the
woodchucks ni ght have done--
Such shoul d be the history of every piece of
clothing that we wear--
As | stood by eagle field wall--
| heard--+ a fine rattling sound--produced
by the wind on some dry reeds at ny el bow -

It was occasioned by the wind rattling the fine
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seeds in those pods of the Indigo weed

which were still closed--a distinct rattling
din which drew ny attention to it--Iike
a small Indian's cal abash. Not a nere

rustling of dry reeds--but the shaking of a
rattle or a hundred rattles beside.

Looking from Hub's bridge | see a great
wat er bug even on the river-- So forward is the
season.

| take up a handsonely spread (or bl ossoned)
p- pi ne cone--but | find that a squirel had
begun to strip it first--having gnawed off a
few of the scales at the base. The squirre
al ways begins to gnaw a cone thus at the
base as if it were a stringent |aw
among the squirrel people-- As if the old squirrels
taught the young ones a few sinple rules |like
t hi s.

C. saw a dozen robins to-day on the ground
on Ebby Hub's hill by the Yel. Brick Swanp--

One tells me that Geo. Hubbard told him
he saw bl ack-birds go over this am

One of the Corner \Weelers feels sure that he
saw a blue-bird on the 24th? & says he
saw a shell drake in the river at the factory
"a nonth ago." | should say that the
shel | drake was our hardi est duck.

It suggests from what point

of view Gesner (or his translator) de-
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scri bes an ani nal - -t+hkat how far he

takes into account man's relation to it--

that he commonly gives the "epithets"
He deals in description & epithets are a short description
Wi ch have been applied to it.
And the translator says to the reader--
“All these rows & ranks of |iving 4-footed
beasts are as letters. & mdwi ves to save the rever-
(& that nade then

ence which is due to the H ghest ~ from perishing
within you."

| hear this Account of Austin--
An acquai ntance who had bought him
a place in Lincoln took himout one
day to see it-- & Austin was so snitten
with the quiet--& retirenent & other rura
charms--that he at once sold his house
in C-bought a small piece of rocky
pasture in an out of the way part
of this out of the way town & with the
funds raised by the sale of his old house
built hima costly stone house upon
it. Now he finds that this retirement
(or country life) is the very thing which
he does not want--but his property being
chiefly invested in the house he is caught
inatrap as it were--for he can not sel
it--though he advertises it every year--
As for society he has none-- his neighbors

are few s far between--& he never visits them

nor they him- They can do with out him
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being old settlers-ad scripti gl ebae--

He found one man in the next town who

got his living by sporting & fishing--& he
has built hima little hut and got himto
live in his place for society & hel pful ness--
H cannot get help either for the outdoor

or indoor work-- There are {no others about}
who work {by} the day’s job-- & servant

girls decline to come so far into the country.
Surrounded by grain fields he sends to Canbridge
for his oats--& as for mlk, he can

scarcely get any at all fr the farmers

all send it to Boston-- But he has persuaded
me to | eave sonme for himat the depot

1/2 a nmile off.

As it is inmportant to consider nature
frmthe point of view of science--renmenber-
ing the nomencl ature & systens of nen--& so
if possible go a step further in that direction--
--so it is equally inportant often to ignore
or forget all that nmen presune that they
know - & take an original & unprejudiced
view of nature--letting her make what im
pression she will on you--as the first
men & all children & natural nen stil
do. For our science so called is always
nore barren & mixed up with error--than

our synpathies are.
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As | go down the Boston Road--
| see an Irishman wheeling hone from
far--a large danp & rotten pine | og--
for fuel-- He evidently sweats at it & pauses
to rest many tinmes. He found perhaps
that his woodpile was gone before the
winter was--& he trusts this to contend
with the remaining cold. | see himunl oad
it in his yard before nme--& then rest him
self. The piles of solid oak wood which
| see in other yards do not interest
me at all, but this |ooked Iike fuel
-- It inspired ne to think of it. He wll
now proceed to split it finely--& then |
fear it {require} alnost as nmuch heat to
dry it, as it will give out at |ast.
How rarely we are encouraged by the sight
of sinple actions in the street-- W dea
with banks & other institutions where the
life & humanity are conceal ed- - what
there is. | like at |least to see the great
beans hal f exposed in the ceiling or
t he corner--

Mar. 1st--60

Rain all day--

This will ap. take the frost out very much

& still further settle the ways. It was already

yesterday pretty good bare ground wal ki ng on

the N side the street

11

11
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1 Yesterday was a danp | ouring moist day

2 --& still The pm before the wi nd was east

3 & | think that a storm (snow or rain) always
4 succeeds.

5 To day is a still dripping spring rain.
6 but more fell in the night. It nakes

7 t he wal ki ng worse for the time--but if it

8 does not freeze again, will greatly help to

9 settle the ways.

10 | have thoughts as | wal k on sonme subj ect
11 that is swmring in nmy head--but all their

12 pertinence seens gone before | can get hone
13 to set them down. The nost val uabl e thoughts
14 which | entertain, are anything but what

15 I thought. Nature abhors a vaccuum

16 & if | can only walk with sufficient carel ess-
17 ness--1 amsure to be filled.

18 Mar 2d 1860

19// Noti ce the brightness of a row of osiers this
20 norni ng. Thi s phenonmenon whet her {referabl e}
21 to a change in the condition of the tw g--or
22 to the spring air & light, or even to our im
23 agi nations is not the less a real phenonenon--
24 affecting us annually at this season-- This
25 is one confirmation for having theml|eft

26 so often along the causeways--that

27 it is only these new & vi gorous grow hs

28 whi ch shi ne thus.
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Frequently within 10 days it has
been unconfortabl e wal king in a great
coat .

2 pm Therm -50+°
To Wtherell dade via clamshell--thence
to Hub's C ose--

Thinking to | ook at the cabbage as
| pass under clamshell-- | find it very
i nconspi cuous--and shoul d have said
that there was sonme there: The few tall est
& sl enderest but tender ones were frosthbhitten
& far from bl oom ng--but | found 3 or 4

a hardy mahogany col ored one
nore broad & stout but ~ very low half-
{covered} with with the withered sedge--

which it lifted up with it
A and next apparently open--putting my

finger into one the broadest & | owest--

whi ch opened about 1/2 inch & stood with

its back to the west (while {they} are all sheltered

by the hill on the N) I was surprised when

| drewit forth to see it covered with pollen

--1t was fairly in bloom & prob. yesterday too
Evidently sonme buds are further advanced than

ot hers even when the winter cones--& then these

are further expanded & matured in advance of the

others in th;eiymarn1days in the winter. No doubt

it may have bloonmed in sonme places in this

nei ghborhood in the last day or 2 of Feb. this

year. Unusually warm weat her in Feb. with

bare ground where they grow may cause themto bl oom
before Feb. is over.

/1
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Most woul d not have detected any change in it since the fal

The grass has evidently sprung & grown
alittle--very little--of |ate say the
very |last of Feb. in warmwet places
at the S base of hills--like this-- It
has a heal thy but dark green | ook--
The ap. epilob. col oratum has conspi cuous
green raddi cal |eaves there
| see several mnute {drawi ng} glaucous sort
of grass hoppers skipping over this grass &
wat er. Men shooti ng nmusquash these days
Al the grass stubble--in fields not nown--
i s conspicuous points eastward--& reflects
the light frma thousand parallel |ances
{drawi ng} Probably bl own
thus by the prevailing w nds--through the
wi nter.
Now for sone days | ook for arrow heads
where it is not too soft
There is a strong westerly wi nd today--
t hough warm-& we sit under Dennis'
| upi ne pronontory to observe the water.
The great phenonmenon these days is the
sparkling blue water. A richer blue than
the sky ever is. The fl ooded neadows are
ripple | akes on a large scal e-- The | and-
scape, though no growh is visible init, is
bright & spring-Iike.
There is the tawney earth (al nost conpletely

bare) of different shades |ighter or darker--

34



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

the light very light in this air, nore

so than the surface of the earth ever is

(ie without snow) bleached as it were--

& in the hollows of it--set round by the

tawney hills & banks--is this copious living &

sparkling blue water of various shades-- It is

nore dashing, rippling, sparkling--living this

wi ndy--but clear day-- Never snpot h--but

even, varying with degree of notion & depth of

blue as the wind is nore or |ess strong--rising

& falling. Al along the shore next us is

a strip a few feet wide of very light & snooth

sky blue--for so nuch is sheltered even by the

| owest shore--but the rest is all nore or less

agitated & dark blue-- In it is floating on

stationary here & there cakes of white ice

the | east | ooking |ike ducks--& | arge batches
of water

"have a dirty white or even tawny | ook--where

the ice still lies onthe bottomof the neadow

Thus even the neadow flood is parded--&

of various patches of color-- Ever & anon

the wind seens to dash down from over the

hill in strong puffs & then spread & diffuse

itself in dark fan-shaped figures over the

surface of the water-- It is glorious to see how

it sports {on}? the water's surface-- You

see a hundred such ninbl e-footed puffy

drop & spread on all sides at once or dash

of f--sweeping the surface of the water for 40

2°possi bly “over”
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rods {in} few seconds--as if so many invisible

spirits were playing tag there. It even

suggests sone fine dust swept along just

above the surface & renminds nme of snow

bl owi ng over ice-- vapor curving along a

roof --nmeandering like that, often-- The

like hair--like the crowmn of the head curling various ways--

before dark blue--is now diversified with

much darker or bl ackish patches--with

a suggestion of red-purplish even--

Then the wind blows with stronger {gust}

down the nut meadow valley or on our right

& | amsurprised to see that the holl ows

which it nakes are concentric curves

apparently sucking sand frmshore to shore

of this broad bay 40 rds wi de or nore

{drawi ng}?* This is conspicuously

the formof them-

For which 2 things may

account-- The greater

force of the wind in

the middle--&

the friction of the shores--& when it bl ows

har dest - - each successive billow (4 or 5
yel | owi sh or

feet apart--or nore) is crowned with dirty, white

foam The wi nd bl ows around each side
of the hill.-- the opposite current neeting

perchance--{or}?2 it falls over the hills so
you have a field of ever-varying col or

dark bl ue--Dbl acki sh--yell owi sh--1ight bl ue-

2'Dr awi ng extends six |ines.

22387
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& snmoot h sky-bl ue--& purpplish--& yell ow sh
foamall at once-- Sonetimes the w nd
visibly catches up the surface & blows it

al ong & about in spray 4 or 5 feet high--
Now and t hen when the gust increases, there

comes a top of fly-away grass from over the

hill--goes dancing over the waves--& soon is |ost.

The {requisites} are high water--nostly clear

of ice--ground bare & sufficiently dry--weather
war m enough--& wi nd strong & gusty--then

you may sit or stand on a hill & watch

this play of the wind with the water. | know

of no checker board nore interesting to watch.
The wi nd { } the {CQusts}--conmb the hair

of the water nynphs. You never tire of

seeing it drop spread & sweep over the yielding
& sensitive surface-- The water is so ful

of life--nowrising with higher billows--which
woul d make your mast crack if you had

any--now subsiding into | esser--dashing

agai nst and wearing away the still anchored
ice--setting many snmall cakes adrift.

How they entertain us with ever changi ng scenes
--in the sky above or on the earth bel ow -

If the plowman | ean on his plow handle &

| ook up or down--there is danger that he

will forget his |abor on that day.

These are Ri pple days begun--(not yet in

woodl and brooks where is ice yet)

11
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1// | see a row of white pines too waving
2 & reflecting thei{r} silvery |ight

3//  The red-maple sap flows freely--& {first}

4 was for several days.

5/1/ | began to notice the reddish stems of noss
6 on | ow ground--not bright yet--

711 C has seen good beomnmyces? |l ately-- There

8 i s none however at beomnyces bank-- In Hos-

9 mers ditch in the norai ne Meadow- -t he

10// grass just peeps above the surface--ap. begun

11 to growa little

1271 | see on a small round | ast years turtle
13 wht- with a yell owi sh spot on each scal e--

14 & a pink-yel |l ow?® breast centered wth bl ack.

15// Al so see a yel-spot turtle then

16 Sone of those tufts of andropogon
17 radi cal | eaves--make excellent seats now
18 when the earth is noist.

19 one or 2

20/ We see M gnats in the air.

21 See 30 or nore crows cone flying in
22 t he usual irregular zig zag manner.

23 in the strong wind frmover M niles--

24// going N. E. The first migration of them-

25 wi t hout cawi ng.

261/ See a little conferva in ditches

27 Looking up a narrow ditch in a neadow
28 | see a nodest brown bird flit along it

29// furtively--the first song sparrow & then
30 Ed. Hoar says he heard one Feb 27th
31 alight far off on a rock.

ZThere is a squiggly line the starts above “pink” and curves down bel ow
“yel | ow’ possibly indicating that the words should be transposed.
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Haden t hi nks he has seen blue birds for

a fortnight !!

for

says t hat

he has possibly

Ed Hoar says he heard one Feb 27th
agree with Wheel er--

a week? & that wll
I first hear

one March 3d

At Brister? spring & esp. below at the cowslip

t he {dense bedded} green nbss is very pert & handsone

& the cowslip | eaves--though unfol ded, rise to the

surf

ditch--& been frost

enin

ace.

See a little frog in one of the spring holes.

See a henhawk.

2 or 3 tufts of carex have shot up in Hosners cold spring

bi tten.

Ed. Hoar says he heard a phoebe Feb 27th

Mar .

3d

2 pm 50°+ overcast & sonmewhat rain-threat-

g. Wnd SW-

To Abner Buttrick & Tarbell Hil

See & a fl ock of

| arge ducks in a line

--may be bl ack.? over great neadows--

al so a few shel dr akes- -

It was pleasant to hear the tinkling

of very coarse brass--broken honeyconbed

dark ice--ratling one piece against

anot her al ong the NE shores to which

it h

what

as drifted

Scarcely any ice now about river except

rests on the bottom of the neadows.

dirty with sedi nent.

& sly in the brown earth-- You hear some weeds rustle--or

think you see a nmouse run amd the stubble--& then the sparrow

{f1]

The first song sparrows--are very inconspi cuous

es} low and {sings}.

240 g

witten over

n bu

/1
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11

/1

/1

/1

11

11

11
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VWen | read Topsells ac. of the ichneu-
non eating his way out of the crocodil e--
| think that though it be not true in fact--
it is very true in fancy--& it is no snall
gift--to be able to give it so good a setting
forth. What a pity that our nodern natu-
ralists cannot tell their truths--with
1/2 his zest & spirit.

Now- a- days we have rain & then big-
wind directly after it.

C says that Wal den began to be hard to
get onto the 1st of Mar

bel ow Flints
| saw this pma neadow ~ stil

wi | | ow Row
frozen over

(at 3 pm frozen last night--& the frozen
part corresponded {generally} to the
anchor ice on the bottom while there was
an open canal all around & beyond the edge
of the anchor ice-- but when |I returned 2
hours later the wind had broken up &
di ssi pated every vestige of this surface? ice.
i.e. it was an ice formed | ast night
which it took the whole day with a strong
wind to break up in this rather sheltered pl ace.
Qur nuddi est & wettest wal ki ng
thus far was the | ast week of Feb
| should have | aunched nmy boat--ere
this--if it had been ready
The | ast skating was on Wal den

the 26th Feb. The next day--it was soft

2“surface” witten over “ice”
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sl ei ghing ended Feb. 22d & there had not

been nuch a long tinme before.

| see one of those grey winged (long & sl ender)

perla like insects by the water side this Pm

Sunday Mar 4 60

2 pmto Conantumvia O am Shel |

Therm 44+ very strong & gusty NWw nd- -

with electric | ooking wind clouds--one spits

alittle

rain--but nostly clear

The frost is all out of the upper part of

t he garden

These wi nd cl ouds conme up s di sappear fast

but have
Sit

ripples.

a nore or |ess perpendicul ar fiber
under Lupine pronontory again--& see the

The wind is too strong--the waves run too high

& incessantly--to allow the distinct puffs or gusts

that drop fromover the hill to be seen distinctly

enough on the tunmutuous surface-- Yet it

is interesting-- It spreads & runs as a bird spreads

its tai

suddenly--or it is as if a gust

fell d4p on a head of dark hair & made

dinples or "crowns" init.--or it is as when dust

before a

bri sk sweeper curls along over a floor

There is nuch | ess of that yellow sh

anchor ice than on the 2d-- Cakes of it successively

ri se, be

& are dri

ng separated by warnth fromthe bottom

ven off to the | eeward shore-- In sone

pl aces that shore is |ined with such cakes

whi ch have risen & been bl own cl ear

--now*- -

Sone portions of themare singularly

11

11

11

11

across the neadow & river very |large masses
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saturated--of a yellow sh--clay color--& an
uneven upper surface--with a finely divided
per pendi cul ar grain looking (in form just like
sone kinds of fungi {drawi ng} (That conmmonly yel | ow
i sh kind) There the smaller pieces of irregular
form{draw ng} strike agai nst one another &
make a pl easant musical or
tinkling sound. Sone of the ice will oc-
casionally be lifted up on its edge 2 feet high
--very conspi cuous afar.

That reddi sh-purple tinge in the meadow
ri pples appear to be owing to a reflection in
sone coves fromthe sone what russet bottom

| see sone curled dock--just started
The earth is never lighter colored than now
the hill sides reflecting the sun--when first dried
after the winter--esp. nethinks where the sheep’s
fescue grows (?) It contrasts finely with the
rich blue of the water.

| saw half a dozen crows on a cake of ice in
the nmiddl e of the great nmeadows yesterday--evidently
| ooking for sone favorite food which is washed onto it.
--snail s--or cranberries perhaps.

| see a bush of the early willow {atse} (by wall far
in front of the C MIes house) whose catkins are

conspi cuous 30 rods off--very decidedly grown--

3/8 inch by neasure. The bush at this distance had
quite a silvery | ook-- & the catkins show sone sil -
ver within-- Many of the scales as usual had

fallen.

42



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

A hen hawk--rises & sails away over Hol den
wood as in sumrer-- Saw & heard one screamthe 2d.
| notice where (ice or) snow has recently nelted
a very thin dirty white web Iike a dense cob web--1eft
flat on the grass--such as | saw sone years ago
There is a broad & very bl ack space
extending thro' F. W P. over the channel --
visible half a nmile off--where the ice is
thinnest & saturated with water-- The channe
is already open a little way at the upper
end of the pond-- This pond at its outlet
contracts gradually into the river--so that you
could hardly tell where the pond left off & the
river began-- | see that the ice at present extends
that way--only as far as | |ast year assumed that
the pond did. In this sense the river hence
to the Hub. Bridge is pond-like conmpared with
t he portion bel ow
See 2 ap sternothaerus eggs dropt in a slight
hollow in the grass--evidently inperfectly planted by
the turtle-- it is whole.
The | ast 3 have been true March days for
wi nd. The handsone & neat brown (pal e brown
yet distinct on the lighter withered sod) of the
| echea i s now conspi cuous as a shading in the
drying fields.
See no ducks today--though {nmuch} water--nights too cold?
Aspen down 1/4 {inch} {out}.
Mar 5 Mar 5

The neadows ski m over at night--

Wit pine cones 1/2 fallen

11

11

11
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The old naturalists were so sensi -
tive & synpathetic to nature that they
could be surprised by the ordinary events
of Iife. It was an incessant mra-
cle to them--& therefore Gorgons & fly-
i ng dragons were not incredible to them
The greatest & saddest defect is not
credulity--but our habitual forget-
ful ness that our science is ignorance.

Chi ckweed & shepherd' s purse
in bloomin Cs garden--& prob. all winter
or each nonth.

The song sparrows beg. to sing here abouts--

| see sone tane ducks in the river--
6 of them- It is anusing to see how exactly
perpendi di cul ar they will stand with their
heads on the bottom & their tails up--plucking
sone food there--3 or 4 at once--
Perhaps the grass & is a little further advanced
there for them

Geo. Buttrick--thinks that 40 nusquash
have been killed this spring bet Hunts & Flint’s
Bridge-- The best tine to hunt themis early
norni ng & evening. His father goes out at
day break--& can kill nore in one hour

near

after that--than fromthis tinme to sunset

He says that he has found 11 young in one
musquash--& that Joel Barrett observed

that one pair near his house bred 5 tines
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in one year-- Thought it would hardly pay

to shoot themfor their fur al one--but

woul d if you saved river meadow banks
--they underm ne them so.

So far as the natural history is concerned--you often

have your choice between uninteresting truth, & inter-
esting fal sehood.

As the ancients tal ked about "hot & cold
nmoi st & dry" so the noderns tal k about "electric”
qualities.

As we sat under Lupine Pronontory the
ot her day--watching the ripples that swept
over the fl ooded neadow- - & t hinking
what an eligible site that woul d
be for a cottage-- C. declared that
we did not live in the country--as |ong
as we lived on that village street &
only took & wal ks into the fields, any
nore than if we lived in Boston
or New York-- W enjoyed none of the
imortal quiet of the country as
we mght here, for instance, but
perchance the first sound that we
hear in the nmorning, instead of the
tinkling of a bird, is your neighbor
hawki ng & spitting.

Qur spiraeas have been consid. unfol ded for several days

Ways fairly settled generally.

11
/1
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Mar. 6t h--60

3 Pm 44+°

Fair & spring like--i.e. rather still
for March--with sone raw w nd- -
pl easant in sun.

Goi ng by Messer's | hear the well
known note--& see a flock of F. hiemalis
flitting in a lively manner about trees
weeds wal ks & ground by the roadside.

showing their 2 white tail feathers--

They are nore fearless than the song sparrow -
These attract notice by their nunbers & incessant
twittering--in a social manner--

The linarias have been the nobst nuner-
ous birds here the past winter--

M Stacy tells ne that the flies
buzzed about himas he was splitting
wood in his yard today.

I can scarcely see a heel of a snow drift
fromm w ndow -

Jonas Mel vin says he saw hundreds
of "speckled" turtles out on the banks
today in a voyage to Billerica for nus-
qgquash. Al so saw gulls-- Shel drakes
& flock ducks are the only ones he has seen
this year-- They are fishing on Flints pond
today--but find it hard to get on & off.

C. hears the nuthatch

Jonas Melvin says that he shot a sheldrake in the river
| ate | ast Decenber

A still & mld moonlight night & people

wal ki ng about the streets
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Mar 7--60

Frost this am- Though conpletely over-
cast 3 Pm 34+

Alittle sleety snow falling all day--which

A sugaring

does not quite cover the ground--
Song sparrow heard through it--not blue-bird.

Wi te mapl e buds partly opened so as to
adnmit light to the stamens, sone of them
yesterday at | east.

C. says that he saw a swarm of very snal
gnats in the air yesterday.

Mar 8th 60

2 1/2 Pm 50+°

To diffs & Wl den--

See a snall flock of grackles on the
wi |l ow row above RR bridge-- How they sit
& make a business of chattering--for it cannot
be called singing--& no inprovenent from
age to age perhaps-- Yet as nature is
a becom ng, their notes may beconme nel odi ous
at last. At length on ny very near approach

they flit suspiciously away--uttering a .few

subdued notes as they go hurry off--

This is the first flock of black-birds | have

chanced to see--though C saw one the 6th.

| suspect that | have seen only grackles as yet
| saw in Swansons well by the edge

of the river the other day a dozen frogs--

chiefly shad-frogs whi ch had been dead a

11

11

/1

11

/1

11

11
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good while-- It nmay be that they

get in to that sort of spring hole in the

fall to hybernate--but for some reason

di e--or perhaps they are always junping

into it in the summer but at that season

are devoured by sonme ani mal before they

{infest} the water.

Now and for sone days | see farners

wal ki ng about their fields knocking to

pi eces & distributing the cow dung--left there

inthe fall--that so with the {aid} of

the spring rains they fertilize a |arger

surface & nore equally.

To say not hing of fungi--Iichens--

nosses & ot her cryptoganous plants, you

cannot say that vegetation absolutely

ceases at any season in this latitude

For there is grass

in sone warm exposures

& in springy places, always grow ng nore

or less--& willow catkins expandi ng

& peeping out a little further every warm day- -

begi nning fromthe very beginning of winter--

& the skunk cabbage buds being devel -

oped--& actually flowering sonetines in the

wi nter--& the sap flowing the maples in

per haps sone grass growing a little (?) certainly sone parts--
md wnter in £ sone days * & various natural -

i zed garden weeds steadily growi ng--if

not bl oom ng--& appl es buds sorme-

ti mes expandi ng- -

Thus much of vegetabl es
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or notion or growh
life ~ is to be detected every winter--
There is sonething of spring in all
There is a large class which
is evergreen in its radical |eaves--which
make such a show as soon as the snow
goes of f, that many take themto be
new growt h of the spring
At the pool on the S. side of Hub's grove
I notice that the crowfoot (ie buttercup)
| eaves which are at the bottom of the water
stand up--& are nmuch nore advanced than
those 2 feet off in the air--for there they
receive warnth fromthe sun while they are
sheltered fromcold w nds.
Now a days--we separate the warnth
of the sun fromthe cold of the wind--&
observe that the cold does not pervade
all places--but being due to strong NW
w nds--if we get into some sunny & sheltered
nook where they do not penetrate we quite
forget how cold it is el sewhere--
In sone respects our spring, inits
begi nni ng fluctuates a whol e nont h- -
so far as it respects ice & snow -wal ki ng
--sleighing & &c-- For sone years w nter
about
may be said to end {wnt++} the first of March
--and other years it may extend into April

That willow clunmp by RR at

Wal den | ooks really silvery.

11
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| see there that noles have
wor ked for several days-- There are
several piles on the grass--sone
quite fresh--& sonme nmade before the
last rain. One is as wide as a bushe
basket 6 inches high--contains a
peck at least. Wien | carefully renove
this dirt I cannot see & can scarcely
detect by feeling any?® kete | ooseness
in the sod beneath where the nole
cane to the surface & discharged all this
dirt. | do feel it, to be sure--but it is
scarcely perceptible to ny fingers--

The nol e nust have filled up this door
way--very densely with earth--perhaps
for its protection.

Those small green balls--in the Pouts-
nest--& in the river &c--are evidently the
buds by which the Utricularia Vulgaris
are propagated. | find themattached to
the root as well as adrift.

| noticed a very curious phenonmenon
inthis pond-- It is nelted for 2 or 3
rods around the open side--& in many
pl aces partly filled with a very sl ender
t hread-1i ke spi ke-rush--(ap El eocharis tenuis?)
which is knotted nore or |less horizontally
& floating--& is nuch bl eached, being kill ed.

In this fine matting--1 noticed

2%4y” written over a “g”
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or even
perfectly straight ~ cuts a rod or nore

in length--just as if one had severed
this mass of fine rush matting--with sone
exceedi ng sharp instrunent-- How ever you could
not do it with a scythe--though you m ght
with scissors, if it were {ruled}. It is as if you
were to cover a floor with very fine flaccid grass
& tread it to 1 inch in thickness & then cut
this web straight across.

The foot is this floating matti ng was—net
(it also rests partly on soft sand) was not
cut at all, but pulled apart on a
straight |ine producing the exact appearance
of a cut, as if you were to pull a piece
of felt apart by a force on each side--&
yet | eave the edge as straight as if it had
been cut. It had been frozen in--& when the
ice cracked--it was in an instant thus

pul | ed apart--w thout further disturbing the

relative position of the fibers. | first conjectured

this & then saw the evidence of it--for glancing
my eye along such a cut which ran at right

angles with the shore--1 saw that it was

exactly correspond at its termnation to {an} old
crack in the ice which was still connected

& which continued its course exactly-- This

in the ice had been filled & {cemented} so as

to look like a white {scum

Woul d this account for such a crack being continued;

into the neadow itself, as | have noticed?
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| meet some | ndians just canped

on Brister'

s Hll-- As usual, they are

chiefly concerned to find where bl ack

ash grows,

for their baskets-- This

is what they set about to ascertain

as soon as

they arrive in any strange

nei ghbor hood.

Mar 9th

Snows this Am whitening the ground gain

2 & 3 Pm Therm 41°+

or 4

| have seen 3 "~ pieces of coral in the fields

of Conant - -

& M Pratt has found 3 or 4 on

his farm How shall they be accounted for?

Who brought

t hem here? & when?

These farns shelter nore beasts than

oxen & horses-- |If you stand awhile in one

of them now -esp. where {grained} is piled--

you will hear ever & anon a rustling in it

made by the m ce--which take the barn

to be their
As |

began col d-

hone, as much as the house is yours.
recall it February
& fine

-with sonme dry ” driving snow

maki ng those shell shaped drifts behind

wal | s--& sone days after were sone {wild}

but |ow dri
I wa
cl ouds- -

After

fts on the neadow i ce- -

ked admiring the winter-sky &

the first week nethinks--
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it was nmuch mlder &1 noticed that

sonme sounds--like the tinkling of RR-

{rails}--& were spring like--indeed the

rest of the nonth was earine?--river

breaking up in part & closing again--& but

little snow.

About 8th & 12 the beauty of the ice on

the neadows--partly or slightly rofted was

{intricable}--with the curious figures init--

& in the cool est evenings the green ice

& rosy isles--of flat drifts--

About the 9th noticed the very bl ack water

of some open reaches--in a high wind & cold.

About the mddle of the nonth was a noi st

| odgi ng snow & the 18 a fine granul ar one--

maki ng about a foot--(the last-- Then sudden

war m weat her & rain--cane & dissolve it all at once

& the nts

flowwng with nmelted snow shone in the sun

& the little sleighing was all gone. And from

the 25th to 27th the river generally broke up.

March began warm - & |

admred the ripples made by the gusts on

t he {dark} {blue} neadow {pond }--& the {light}

tawny col or of the earth--and was on the

alert for

several days to hear the first birds.

For a few days past it has been generally

& the ground has been whitened with snow 2 or 3 tines

colder & rawer”--but it has all been

w ndy.

You incline to wal k now along the S

side of hills which will shelter you fromthe

2“earine”

is derived fromthe Greek word for “spring.”
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bl ustering NW & N wi nds-- The side-
wal ks are wet in the norning fromthe
frost com ng out--

Mar 10th 2 pm about 30+°

Sunday Mar 11th 2 pm about 40+

bl ust ering

It is cold & +aw wal king in the w nd
t hough the thernmoneter is at 40+
i.e though the tenmperature is this high
the strong & blustering NWw nds of March
make this notorious March weat her
which is worse to {bear} than sone cold
wi t hout wi nd.

The farmers say that there is nothing
equal to the march winds for dry-
ing wood. It will dry nore this
nonth than it has in all the wnter
bef ore.

| see a woodchuck out on the
cal mside of Lees Hill (Nawshawt uct)
He has pushed away the withered
| eaves which filled his hole & come
forth--& left his tracks in those slight
pat ches of the recent snow which are
I eft about his hole.

| was anused with the be-
havior of 2 red squirrels as | approached
t he hem ocks. They were as grey as red--
& white beneath-- | at first heard a

faint sharp chirp--like a bird within
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t he hem ock--on ny account--& then

one rushed forward on a descending linb
toward me--barking or chirruping at

me after his fashion within a rod.

They seermed to vie with one another

who shoul d be nost bold. For 4 or

5 mnutes at |east they kept up an

i ncessant chirruping--or squeaking bark--
vibrating their tails & their whol e bodies
& frequently chirupping their positions or
poi nt of view -nmaking a show of rushing
forward--or perhaps darting off a few

feet light lightning and barking stil

i.e. with a yet sharper exclamation

nore loudly » as if frightened by their own

noti ons-- Their whol e bodi es quivering

--their heads & great eyes on the qui-
{vive}-- You are uncertain whether it
is not half in sport after all

Mar 12th

Sl eet turning soon to considerable rain--

a rainy day-- Therm about 40+ Yet it

seens a warmrain to walk in--it being
still-- While yesterday--of the sanme tenpe-
rature--with that raw NWw nd--was

cold & blustering. It is the wind of March

that makes it unpleasant often & to seem
nmuch colder than it is.
Mar. 12 13

Quite overcast all day-- Therm 36+

/1

11
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Mar 14th 60

2 pm Therm 39+

Overcast with a flurry of snow & a little

rain till 4 1/2 pm-

To Walden & Cliffs--

| amsurprised to find Wal den al nost
entirely open. There is only about an acre
of ice at the SE end N of the Lincoln

drifted there

Pond » & a little
bottom of the deep S bay. | may say

% 17t h%
it opens tomorrow-. | have not observed

%var 19th 56 It was 26 inches {thick}!%

it to open before before the 23d of Mar

But F. H Pond has not yet a channel through
it--nor half thro' though it breaks is

whol Iy {clear} on an average, 2 or 3 days
before Wal den. However, it is clear

enough why WAl den has broken up

this early this year-- It does not ordi-
narily freeze till near the end of Decenber
(average of 12 {obs}=Dec 25th) while

also it froze over the 25th in 59

F. H Pond freezes about Dec 2d--

But this past winter our cold weather

{was} nostly confined to Dec.--which was
remarkable for its uniformcold--while
January & February were very open &

pl easant-- So that F. H Pond having

nore than 3 weeks the start--& that being
almost all the cold weather that we

had--froze nuch the thickest--
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Wal den did not freeze so thick as usual

If we have an average winter up to
Jan. but a particularly warm one after-
war d- - Wal den wi || break up early--not
havi ng had any chance to freeze thick--

You nust | ook sharp to see if the pond
is wholly clear of ice--standing on the northerly
shore-- | did not detect any--but having as-
cended the peak | saw a field of an acre
which had drifted to the SE corner--beside
some in the deep S. bay--

As | stand there | see sone dark ripples
al ready drop & sweep over the surface of the
pond--as they will ere long over Ripple L?ake
& other pools in the wood. No sooner
has the ice of Walden nelted than
the wind begins to play in dark ripples over
the face of the virgin water-- It is affecting
to see nature so tender however old & wearing
none of the winkles of age. Ice dissolved
is the next {nonent} as perfect water as
if it had been nelted a mllion years
--to see that which was lately so hard &

i moveabl e--now so soft & inpressible

VWhat if our npods could dissolve thus com
pletely? It is like a flush of Iife in a snake
that was dead. It seens as if it nust

rejoice inits owm newy acquired fluidity--

as it affects the beholder with joy.

%% ooks li ke an “L” over an “|”
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Oten the March wi nds have no chance
toripple its face at all

| see on the peak several young Eng-
lish cherry trees 6 or 8 feet high--widely
pl anted by birds & growing well-- | have
seen a pretty large one {formerly} on F. H
Hll. If the {stone} falls in a sprout |and
like this--they may attain to be sizeable trees.
These grew nearly a foot |ast year--& | ook
quite healthy. The bird nmust have brought
the stone far to this locality--

Every craftsman | ooks at his own objects with
pecul i ar eyes-- | thought of this on seeing these
young cherry trees & renenbering how | used
to distinguish the erect & {lusty} shoots when
| cultivated a snmall nursery--for budding.

The eye will mark how nuch the twi gs grew
| ast year--another the |ichen on the trunk

Standing on the diff, | see that
t he young oaks on the plain beneath
now | ook thin | eaved--show ng the upright
gray stens-- The steady March wi nds
have bl own of f so nmany | eaves.

The Peterboro Hills are covered with snow
t hough this nei ghborhood is bare-- W
thus see winter retreating for sone tine
after she has left us comonly.

| see that the Indians have got

this black ash & made a basket
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or 2--the large kind-- One a bushe
basket--the rimof white oak--& they
have hung themon the trees, as if to ex-
hibit their wares. May not this size &

styl e of basket be an Indian invention?

Mar 15th 60
| hear that there was about 1 acre of
only
ice ~ at the SWcorner (by the road) of Flints
Pond on the 13th. It will prob. then open

entirely today with Wl den

Though it is pretty dry & settled travelling
on open roads, it is very nuddy stil
in sone roads through woods--as
the Marl boro road--or 2 Division road.

2 Pmto Lees Ciff.

Therm 50+° On the whole the first day

(The therm was equally high the 3d){%-2--&8--v n.

yet--,~the condition of the earth, considering
as well as the tenperature;2° of the air.
Yet | think | feel the heat as much if not
nore than | did on the 23d of Feb. when
the thernmometer rose to 58+°. Is it because
there was nore snow | yi ng about then?
The conparativee stillness, as well as the ab-
sence of snow -has an effect on our inagi-
nations--1 have no doubt.

Qur cold & blustering days this nonth, thus

far--have averaged about 40°+--

Here is the 1st fair & at the same tine calm &

2The horizontal line following tenperature is not dash.
whi ch represents that the comma is crossed out.

p. %

It

is a strikeout

11

11
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/1

war m day-- Looki ng over ny Journal

find that the 1st of Mar was rainy

2 at 2Pm 56+
3 50
4 44

5 (prob as | ow)

6 at 3 pm 44

7 “ ! 34
8 2_pm 50
9 “ ” 41
10 30
11 40
12 40
13 36
14 39
15 50

The tenperature has been khas high on 3 days this
nont h--& on the 3d considerably higher--& yet
this has seenmed the warmest & nost summer-
like evidently owing to the cal mess & greater
absence of snow - How admirable in our nenory
lies a calmwarmday amd a series of cold
& bl ustering ones!

The 11th was cold & blustering at 40+ today de-
lightfully warm & pl easant (being cal m
at 50°+

| see those devils-needle-like larva in
the warm pool S of Hub's grove (with 2 tails)
swi mri ng about & rising to the top

What a difference it nmkes whet her
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a pool lies open to the sun or is within

a wood--affecting its breaking up--

Thi s pool has been open at | east a week
while that 3 or 4 rods fromit--in the woods

is still conmpletely closed--& dead.

It is very warm under the south edge of the

wood there--& the ground, as for sone tine,
(since snow went off) is seen all strewn with
the great white pine cones which have been

bl own of f during the winter--part of the
great p crop of last fall, of which, ap-
parently as many at least still remain on

the trees.

A hen hawk sails away fromthe wood sout h-
ward. | get a very far sight of it sailing
over head-- What a perfectly regular & neat
outline it presents--! an easily recognized
figure anywhere-- Yet | never see it
represented in any books. The exact corre-
spondence of the marks on one side to those
on the other--as the black or dark tip
of one wing to the other--& the dark |ine
md way the wing. | have no {idea} that
one can get as correct an idea of the
form & col or of the undersides of a hen-
hawks w ngs by spreadi ng those of a
dead specinen in his study--as by |ooking
up at a free & |iving hawk soaring above

himin the fields-- The penalty for ob-
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11

taining a petty know edge thus dishonestly

is that it is less interesting to ne

generally as it is less significant.

Some seeing and admring the neat figure

of the hawk sailing 2 or 3 hundred feet

above their heads--wi sh to get nearer &

hold it in their hands perchance--not realizing

that they can see

it best at this distance--

better now perhaps than ever they will again

What is an eagle

in a courtyard! |

n captivity! scream ng

am not the w ser re-

specting eagles for having seen one there.

do not wish to know the length of its en-

trails.

How neat & all conpact this hawk! Its

W ngs & body are all one piece--the wi ngs at

the greater part--while its body is a nere

ful ness or protuberance between its w ngs--an

i nconspi cuous pouch hung there-- It sug-

gests no insatiab

but | ooks like a

e maw - no corpul ence

arger moth--with little

body in proportion to its wings--its body naturally

nore etherialized

These hawks,

as it soars higher-- 3

as usual, began to be

comon about the first of narch--show ng

that they were returning fromtheir w nter quarters,

| see a little ice still under water

on the bottom of the meadows by the Hub

B. causeway.

9There are one or

two letters crossed out at the end of this |ine.
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The frost is by no neans out in grass up-Iland
in 2 places

| see today ™ in nmud & in snow -
what | have no doubt is the track of the
wood chuck that has | ately been out--
with peculiarly spread toes like a little
hand.

Am surprised to hear--fromthe pool behind
Lees' diff--the croaking of the wood frog. It
if isall alive with them& | see them spread out
on the surface. Their note is sonewhat in harnony
with the rustling of the now drier |leaves. It is nore
like the note of the classical frog--as described by
Ari st ophanes &c-- How suddenly they awake--yesterday
as it were, asleep, & dormant, today as lively as
ever they are. The awakening of the |eafy
woodl and pool s-- They nust awake in good
condi tion. As WAl den opens 8 days earlier than
I have known it--so this frog croaks about
as nmuch earlier--

Many | arge fuzzy gnats, & other insects, in air

It is remarkable how little certain know edge
even old & weather w se nen have of the conpara-
tive earliness of the year. They will speak of the
passing spring as earlier or later than they ever
knew - when perchance the 3d spring before it

was equally early or late--as | have known

11

11

11
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Mar 16t h--60

2 Pm Therm 55+ wind slight Wby S

to Abner Buttrick's Hil

The butter cup radical |eaves are many of them

now a healthy dark green, as if they had acquired

new |ife-- |

notice that such are particularly

downy--& prob. that enables themto endure

the cold so well--like nmulleins-- Those & thistles

& shepherd' s

on the brown

purse & have the form of rosettes

ground.

Here is a flock of red wings-- | heard one

yesterday--and | see {a} a fenal e anpbng these

These are easily distinguished from grackl es by

the richness

& clarity of their notes--as if

they were a nore devel oped bird. How handsone

as they go by in a checker each with a bright

scarl et shoul

der! They are no so very shy--

but nute when we cone near

| think here are 4 or 5 grackles with them

whi ch remain when the rest fly. They cover

the apple trees like a black fruit--

The air

t oday.

is full of song-sparrows & bl ue-birds

The m ni ster asked ne yesterday-- "Wat birds are

they that make those little tinkling sounds?

haven't seen
C. saw
Saw a f

on the great

one." Song sparrows.
a green fly yesterday
| ock of shell drakes 100 rod off

meadows- - nostly nmal es
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with a few femal es--all intent on fishing.
They were coasting along a {spit} of ef
bare ground that showed itself in the mddle
of the neadow -sonetinmes the whole 12 ap
in a straight line at nearly equal distances
apart--with each its head under water--
--rapidly coasting along back & forth--&
ever & anon one havi ng caught sonething woul d
be pursued by the others. It is remarkable
that they find their finny prey--on the mddle
of the neadow now-& even on the very in-
nost side, as | afterward saw -t hough
the water is quite low O course, as soon as
they are seen on the nmeadows then are fishes there
to be caught. | never see themfish thus in the
channel . Perhap the fishes lie® up there for
war nt h al r eady.
| also see 2 gulls nearly a mle off--
One stands still & erect for 3/4 of an hour--
or till disturbed, on a little bit of {floated} nmeadow
crust which rises above the water--just roomfor
it to stand on--with its great white breast to-
ward the w nd-- Then anot her comes flying past
it, & alights on a sinilar perch--but which
does not rise quite to the surface--so that it stands
in the water. There they will stand for an hour
at least-- They are not of handsone form
--but look like great wooden inages of

bi rds--bluish slate & white-- But when they

3]_uen |n ulie

witten over a “g” and tail is crossed out
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fly they are quite another creature.

The grass is covered with gossaner

%rany short webs%
t oday--though | notice no floating-flocks.
This then is a phenomenon of the first warm
& calmday after the ground is bare--

See | arks about--though | have heard
of themin the winter.

Mar 17--60

Pmto Wal den & Goose Pond- -

Therm 56+ Wnd S. gentl e--sone-
what overcast.

There is still perhaps 1/2 acre of ice at the
bottom of the deep S. bay of Wl den--
Also a little at the SE end of Goose P.
Ri ppl e Lake is nostly covered yet.
| see a large flock of shelldrakes--which
have probably risen fromthe pond go over
ny head in the woods. A dozen |arge
& conpact birds flying with great force &
rapi dity--spying out the |and--eyeing every
traveller--fast & far they "steamit" on
clipping winds over field & forest--
neadow & fl ood--now here & you hear
the whistling of their wings--& in a nonment
they are lost in the horizon-- Like swift
propellors of the air. \Wat health
%whi chever way they are headed that way their w ngs propel
vi gor they suggest! The life of man

seens sl ow & puny in conparison--reptilian.

The cowslip | eaves are now expanded

t hento
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The rabbit & partridge can eat wood--
t herefore they abound & can stay here
all the year.
The | eaves on the woodl and fl oor are
al ready getting to be dry. /1
How handsone a fl ock of red wi ngs--
ever changing its oval formas it advances
by the rear birds passing the others--
a slate col. one
Was not that a Marsh hawk » which | saw
no doubt it was for | see another a brown one the 19th
flying over Wal den wood with {long} slender curving
Wi ngs--with a diving zig zag flight?
Sunday Mar 18th
Quite a fog--(after 3 warmdays) lasting till 8 am /1
2 Pm Therm 56+ Wnd S. /1
but soon changes to SE--mmking the air
fresh & hazy--& rippling the before snooth
water-- the water is |ow on the neadows The--
Mant at uket Mead nearly hal f {bare}.
Go Cold Pool--(J. P. B S)

When we start it is stiller i.e calner

than the last 2 days--and therefore seens
warner-- Let there be a strong NWwi nd
with the thernometer at 40+ at this season
& we still call it cold & blustering; but
et the tenperature rise only 10 degrees
or to 50+ & if it is quite fair & calm
we shall call it a sunmer day.
The thernoneter does not give account of
t he wi nd--but our noods are very obedi ent

to it.
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| exam ne the skunk cabbage now
general ly & abundantly in bl oom al
al ong under Clam Shell. It is a flower
as it were without a leaf. Al that you
see is a stout beaked hood just rising
above the dead brown grass in the springy
ground--now where it has felt the heat
under sonme south bank-- The single
envel opi ng |l eaf or "spathe" is all the
flower that you see conmonly--& those
are as variously colored--as tulips &
of simlar color--froma very dark al nost
bl ack mahogany to a light yell ow streaked
or freckled with mahogany-- It is a
| eaf sinply folded around the flower with
its top like a birds beak &~ bent over it--
for its further protection--evidently to keep

with a sharp angle down its back
off wind & frost-- These various col ors

are seen cl ose together--& ther beaks
are bent in various directions--
Al'l along under that bank | heard the
hum of honey bees in the air--attracted
by this flower--especially the hum of one
within a spathe sounds deep & |oud. They
circle about the bud at first hesitatingly--then
alight & enter at the open door & crawl over
t he spadi x--& reappear |aden with the yell ow
poll en. What a renarkable instinct

it is that |leads themto this flower--
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This bee is said to have been introduced by

t he white nan--but

| earned. This is t

%°r obably the very first alive & wht maple x [days] v 19 & 20%

how nuch it has
i ndi genous

he only ~ flower in bl oom

inthis towmn at present--& probably I and

nmy conpani on are t

he only nen who have

detected it this year-- Yet this foreign

fly has left its hone probably a

mle off &winged its way to this warm bank

i ndi genous

to the only ~ flower that has been in flower for a

fortni ght past. (Probably the chi ckweed

& shepherds- purse

There is but one i

in the town--& has been but one for
and prob this is the only one which the honey bee

can use--. & this has only been detected hither-

are of no use to it).

ndi genous flower in bl oom

-to by the botanist-- Yet this inported

i nsect knows where to find it--&is sure to

be heard near it.

Si x weeks hence chil dren

will set forth a-maying & have indifferent

luck-- But the first sunny & warner day in

March the honey--come forth--stretches its

16 days past,

W ngs--& goes forth in search of the earliest

flower.

The curl ed dock has grown the nost of any
pl ant | have noticed yet--
Turni ng over a |log--1
& plenty of sow bugs running about & ant-

creatures-- Black spiders are nore numerous

t han before--& it

also a wire worm

nmust be they that have

It had begun the 2d.
see a fishworm out.

i ke

11

69



10
11
12
13
14
15

19 //
20
21 /1
22
23
24
25
26
27 11
28
29
30
31 /1

shot these webs of late--on all the stubble
& bushes

You see a fly come forth fromits hibernacul um
in your yard--stretch its wings in the
sun & set forth on its flowery journey.
You little think that it knows the locality of
early flowers better than you-- You have not
dreaned of themyet. It knows a spot a
mle off under a warm bank side where
t he skunk cabbage is in bloom- No doubt this
flower too has |learned to expect its wi nged visitor
knocking at its door in the spring. The bee
sees their | ow roofs on the brown & springy

ground.

It is very warmon the sandy sl opes of Can?? Shel

now - The buzzing fly describes an unseen arc in
far off

that cabin air renmi nding {us} of “sultry treats to
come. A brown cicindela (green beneath)
runs on the sand.

| see a brown grasshopper also a green one
each about 3/4 inch long hop at a ditch

C. picks up at Cam Shell--a very thin piece
of pottery--about 1/8 inch thick--which appears
to contain nuch pounded shell

See mddling sized frogs at Hosmer's {early}
di tch--brown above whitish beneath--are
they not R { }? though neither green
nor yellow. Also a great many simlar

colored snmall ones--which may be male

syl vati cas

%2The word clamis missing the “I”
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Callitriche has decidedly started--
| see that sinplest formshell snail of

t he water--copul ating
We sit on the withered sedge on a warm

& sheltered hill side in the sproutland toward

J. P. Bs cold pool. & observe the hazel cat-

ki ns around us already very nuch | oosened

& el ongated-- No doubt--this being the 4th

of the warm days--they began to be so on the 15th

As | sit there | notice on a bush 4 feet off

between ne & the sun, the little fiery crim

son stars where the stigms have just begun to

peep-- (1/30 of an inch) mnute points of crinson

not half so big as the head of a pin--yet naking

a large inpression--they so fill your imagination.
Pratt says that his bees cone out

in a pleasant day at any time in the winter.

That of late they have cone out & eased

t hensel ves--the ground bei ng covered around the hives
Were not these the little yellow pellets | saw in a skunk cab fl ower

some years ago--no for

with their yell ow droppings. » He says they cone
Farmer says the former are liquid.

home now taden—with all yellow-1 tell him

it is skunk cabbage pollen. | think there

woul d be no surer way to tell when this

fl ower had bl oomed than to keep bees &

wat ch when they first returned | aden with

poll en. Let them search for you--a swarm

of bees. Probably with a m croscope you could

tell exactly when each of the bee frequented flowers

began to bl oom t hroughout the year

/1
11

11

71



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29

/1
/1

The el m buds are expanded--partly opened--

The first day in March--when {the} ground
{very} bare--the tenperature rises to 50°+ &
the weather is clear & calmis a nmenorable
one-- Is it not commonly a blue-bird day?

On the 16th going behind Flint's the
wat er on the neadow quite low, | observed this
thts portions were clear water (it very calm
while in other parts the stubble of the sedge
rose just above the surface--& this sedge was
seen thus to grow in rounded patches with

a regular curved edge-- The water being

just at this height you could easily see the boundary

of a particular kind of sedge-- | think that
many ki nds of sedge spread in this manner--

The sweet fern grows in |arge dense nore
or less rounded or oval patches in dry | and--
You will see 3 or 4 such patches in a single old
field. It is nowquite perfect in nmy old bean-
field.

19t h

Early willows in their silvery state®

2 pm Therm 51+ wi nd easterly
bl owi ng slightly--to Everetts Spring.
Going along the turnpike | ook over to the
p--pi nes on Mwores H Il side--(Gound bare
as it has been since Feb 23--except a slight
whitening or 2) & it strikes ne that this pine

take the year round is the nost cheerfu

%This line begins at the left edge of the page in nmanuscript.
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tree--& nmost {living} to | ook at--& have
about your house--it is so sunny &
full of light--in harnony with the yell ow
sand there--& the spring sun-- The deci duous
trees are apparently dead & the white pine is
much darker--but the p. pine has an in-
grai ned sunni ness--& are especially val uabl e
for inmparting warmh to the | andscape
at this season. Yet men will take pains
to cut down these trees & set inported
larches in their places! The P. pine shines
in the spring {sonewhat} as the osiers do.

| see in the ditch by the turnpi ke bridge
a painted tortoise--& | think a
smal | shiner or 2. Also several suckers
which swiftly dart out of sight rippling
the water-- We rejoice to see the waters inhabited
again for a fish has beconme al nbst in-
credi bl e.

Myri ads of water-bugs of various sizes
are now gyrating--& they reflect the sun
like silver. Wiy do they cast a doubl e
or bi cul ar shadow on the botton? {draw ng}
{drawi ng} | see sone nonstrous
yel--lily roots in the ditch there just
beyond the bridge on the right hand-- G eat
branching roots--3 or 4 of them from over
here--2 feet long (or nore) and as big

as my arm-all covered wth nuddy

/1

11
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sedi nent. | know of no herbaceous
pl ant whi ch suggests so nmuch vigor
They taper at the extremity down (or up)
to the green | eaf bud--and reguarly
marked as they are with the bases of the
| eaf stal ks they | ook |ike pine apples
t here {draw ng} Hol di ng by an al der--
| get nmy hand covered with those
whitsh lice which | suppose will cover them
selves with down.
The Rana hal ecina sits on the bank
there
prob. yesterday in sone places
The al nus incana is out{x}” near Everetts spring
But not the a. serrulata (ie the snmaller one)
whi ch grows S of scouring rush.
The plants which have grown the nost
there--& they are very conspi cuous now -are
%ruch nore than any bul bosus%
the forget ne not--the ranuncul us repens--
& a common sedge--whi ch al ready begins
(just fairly begun
to yellow the tip of some tussocks {draw ng} at Heywood Meadow
t he 25t h)
The | ower part of the hill at Mnotts
is decidedly green now -
The road & paths are perfectly dry &
rutted in the village excep a very little
frost still comng out on the S side the street.
Mar 20t h
Wrmpiles in door yard this am
A foggy norning--turns to some April-like rain

Y%after {E wi nd} of yesterday%
H Buttrick says he saw & heard wood cocks
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nmuch
the 5th of Mar. this year--or ” earlier than /1

ever before-- His dog put themup at the
brush point below Flints--1 pair there--
Is anot her pair at Hunts Pond--anot her at
El eazer Davis' Hill.

He says that he caught 3 skunks & a crow | ast
week in his traps baited with muskrat for m nk
Says a fox will kill a skunk & eat himgreedily--before
{} snells--but nothing will eat a mnk

2 pm Therm about 49+

This is a slight dripping truly--April Iike 11
rain-- You hardly know whether to open your
unbrella or not-- Mre mst than rain--
no wind & the water perfectly snmooth &
dar k- - but ever and anon--the {cloud} or mi st
t hi ckens & darkens on one side & there
is a sudden rush of warmrain--
which will start the grass. | stand on
Hunts Bridge & | ooking up stream -see
now first in this april-rain--the water /1
being {only} rippled by the current--those
alternate dark & Iight patches on
the surface--all alike dinpled with
the falling drops. (The ground now soaks
up the rain as it falls-- The frost being
pretty conmonly out.) It rem nds ne
of the season when you sit under a
bri dge & watch the di npl es nmade by

the rain.
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| see where sone one has lately killed a

stri ped snake.

The white maple by the bridge is abundantly

out--& { }3% of course did not open this
{rainy} day-- Yesterday, at |least, it began--

| observed on the 18th a swarm of
those | arger--tipulidae or fuzzy gnats

war m
dancing on a ~ sproutland about 3 feet above
a very large white pine stunp--which
had been sawed off quite snoothly--& was
conspi cuous-- They kept up their dance
directly over this--only swaying {2} & fro
slightly--but always recovering their position
over it. This afternoon--in the sprinkling
rain | see a very small swarm of the sane
ki nd--dancing in like manner in a garden
only a foot above the ground but directly
over a bright tin dish--(ap. a nustard
box)--& | suspect that they select some
such conspi cuous fixed point on the ground
over which to hover & by which to keep their
place. finding it for their convenience to
keep the same place. These gyrate in
% for same v. Mar

the air as water bugs on the water. %%

Met hi nks this gentle rainy day--reninds me
nore of sunmer--than the warmest fair
day woul d.

H Buttrick said today that the black

ducks come when the grass begins to

342 |etters crossed out

10- - 59} %
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grow in the neadows--i.e. in the water.

Per haps cal m weat her & thernoneter of
about 50+ the frost being conmonly out &
ground bare nmaybe {ended}--an April-like rain.

The 15--16--17--18--&19 were very pl easant
war m days The therm standi ng at 50°--55°

(av. 53 1/2°)

--55°--56°--751° quite a spell of warm
weat her (succeeding to cold & blustering)
in which the alders & white maples, as
wel | as nmany nore skunk cabbages bl ooned- -
& the hazel catkins becane rel axed & el on-
gat ed- -

H Buttrick says he has seen ground squirrels
some time | hear that the 1st al ewi ves
have been caught in the Acushnet River

Qur own mistakes often reveal to us the
true col or of objects--better than a conscious
di scrimnation-- Coming up the street the

at first
other Pm | thought that | saw a {-snoke}
in M. Cheneys garden-- It was his white too
house.
Mar 21--60
Col der - - & over cast
Did not | ook at Therm Prob. not far from 40°
22
Col der yet--& a whitening of snow -

some of it in the formof pellets--1like

ny pellet frost! but nelts about as fast

/1

11

11

11
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F. H P was seen entirely open the 20 th (I saw it the 15 & thought it would open in
4 or 5 days-- The channe
was not then open) say therm 20°--channel open say 17
as it falls--at 4 Pm 28+ prob about
30 at 2 pm--

The phenonena, of an average March®®

are increasing warnth nelting the

snow & ice--& gradually, the frost

in the ground.

Cold & blustering weather--with high

commonly N. W winds for nany days together
& ot her
M sty ™~ Rains taking out frost--& Witenings

of snow -& wi nter, eeceastoraty back
again both its cold & snow -

Bare ground & open waters & perehance

nmore or less of a freshet--
cal m & pl easant
Sorme days ef rem nding us of summer--
{ &
with a blue haze or a thicker m st

wr eat hi ng the woods at |ast--in which
awhi | e
perchance we take off our coats”--& sit
without a fire a day--
Ways getting settled--& some greennes

appearing on S Bank- -
April-like rains, after the frost is chiefly

out.
Pl owi ng & planting of peas &c just begi nning--

& the old |l eaves getting dry in the woods
or v {s crop} General Phenonena

Vegetation fairly begins--Conferva
grass & carex
& nosses M & & gradual ly many herba early herbaceous
{& | noticed} rad. |eaves
plants start--~stellaria nedia & shepherds

purse bl oom-naple & button wood {sap} {6}
cl adoni a flush & beonyces handsone {7}
fl ow -Spiraeas start--~willow catkins becone

%There should actually be a triple-underline beneath these two words.
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(CGeneral phenonmena for March)

Sl ei ghi ng ends 1st
just over nt Wside of cut

Icicles and trees to bridge

Ice softens & skating ends 2d
organ pipe ice now {seen}
& neadow crust noticed

Mel ting snow sinks under you

Last gl aze 4 5%7

v {19 ps} forward

{very} wet & nuddy wal king 5
notice ripples in ruts ‘
& New ravi nes

Snow {chi efly} gone 6

(Brown season begi ns)

M sty rain & noi st brown earth
Beonyces handsone
arr owheads- - & {I ycopodon} 3 {or}

Ri ver ice nmackerelled

Dust bl own over fields 8
Cold & blustering days
Severe cold

Li ghtning 9

A {dark} night (?)

Ri ver opens 10
Morni ng frosts on {grass}

Earth begins to be drier 10

1st consid haze in Mar 11
Wal den nelts on edge 12
Noti ce col or of water

Wi t eni ngs of snow

Ceneral Phenonena for

Mar ch

%6n lines that include a nunber

336

at the end
to indicate the date, | tabbed once between

the end of the line and the nunber.

%"Thor eau makes notes in the margin to
transpose notes from4th and 5th (line 9

with lines 11-13). He also sets off

16-19 and 20 but apparently changes his
m nd--there are slash marks through the

br ackets.

%8There is a noss called | ycopodi um

1st consid. rain taking out frost 12

ways getting rutted in village 13

gusts {wave} neadow {fl ood}

3 inch or nore of snow after barel4
ground
Ri ver hi ghest for march

gusts—+ppre—readowiood
? (Rain bow-)

lce all out river {proper}
& meadow 15
(except ground ice)

{Thin ice of night fills river in norning}
Launch boar 16
Fs—stH—eovered—wth—show

1st wind that shakes {house} 17

ns still covered with snow

{Light} {on} {having} {pines}

Frozen side-walks nelt in norning

Dry scent of |eaves 18

1st really warm day 19
Wear but one coat

{wreck left on shore}
Thunder

1st spring cranberries--

Dark {waved} spring clouds 21
channel thro” F H P. 23

Bl ustering day 24

Icicles at causeways

Ri ver lowest for March 25
Severe col d

Ri ver skins over along side

1st thick haze concealing nts 26
Frost out of garden

Pl owi ng begi ns

April-like rain (after frost 27
nost out)
Sit without {fire} today {?} 28
. bes
Pell et frost or snow 29
F. H P. open
Fires in woods begin 30

Burns brush 30

H ghways begin to be dusty 31

{Heel s of snow to be seen}
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Some native birds3®
{report}
Buntings-- { }

Ea) WN P~

10

11
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13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

27

shri ke?- -

bi rds

pl ant s
Quadr upeds
Reptil es
fishes &c

{Insects &c}

1 {spider- }

{ grass--}
{appear s}

gnats & {ants}
2--flies buzz
{gyrinus} 2
{skater}

spi ders {native}
bee

{ }

Larvae

2 large grass hopper
{smal | ants}

ci ci ndel a

smal | {reddi sh}

{butterflies}

®This list is witten in very snal

upsi de- down.

type and is inserted into the journa
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aspens {—} 4% downy
livelyn--o0siers & | ook bright--white maple
oak woods thin | eaved
& el m buds expand®—* & open--al der & haze

cat ki ns becone rel axed & el ongated { —}*? spring rye--wheat
1st perceptible greenness on S. banks 22 pI ant peas on 26" Red-

The skunk cabbage begins to bl oom (23)74

-mapl e swanps red tinged (?) 28-9 |ake grass

& perchance the gooseberry & lilac begin to showa little

green-- |. e. one indigenous native flower

bl ooms. (V. {if} the early sedge does--)
About 29 migratory birds arrive (including

hawks & crows) & 2 or 3 nore utter their
& sounds. As nuthatch & chicadee-turkeys & woodpecker tapping
spring notes”-- Wiile ap. the snow bunting--

| esser red poll--shrike--(& doubtless several nore,
& woodcocks & hawks
(as owl s--cross-hills?y | eave us). begin today.

Many insects & worns cone forth and are
--& The perla insects still about ice & water
active--"as Tipul a-grubs--& fuzzy caterpillars

nm nut e- hoppers on grass at springs-- Gnats large & snall
dance in air--the comon & the green fly--

buzz outdoors--the 2—%ka {gyrinus} |arge & snal
& at | ast
on brooks--&c--& skaters--spiders shoot their webs”--

t he honey bee visits fHHewers—the skunk cabbage- Fish
sow bugs--wire wornms {&c}
Wor ms cone up”--various |larvae are seen in pools--
al so
Smal | green & brown grasshoppers begin to hop--
vanessa antiopa Qut 29--
smal |l ants to stir (25)7* {cicindelas} run on road--&
smal | reddi sh butterflis are over in wood path{s}.
&c &c &c

Skunks are active & frolic--wodchucks &
ground squirrels conme forth--noles root--nusquash
& sonetinmes erect a new house
are comonly {drowned} out--& shot”-- & at length are {snelled}--

& Foxes have young (?)

“Oscrat ched- out word

“period with a strikethrough (not a dash)

42gcr at ched- out word

“There is a line that runs fromthe caret to the inserted text.

“There is a line that runs fromthe caret to the inserted text.

| ettuce

NB
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As for Fishes &c.--Trout {glance} in the brooks
Br ook- mi nnows are seen. See furrows in sandy
bottons & small shell snails copul ate-- Dead-
suckers & are seen floating in neadows-- Pickere
& perch are running up brooks--& suckers (24)
and pickerel begin to dart in shallows
And for reptiles--not only sal amanders
& pol ywogs are nore comonly seen--& al so
those little frogs (sylvatica {nfales?) at spring holes
& wood-turtle--
& ditches-- The yel. spot turtle”*--Rana fontiralis &

pai nted tortoise come forth--& the rana

syl vatica croaks.

{Qur} River opened in

56-51 5%- 52 52-53

Miuch before Feb 25 |Mar. 14th at |east say Mar 8 at
opened

Hudson River ~ ac. [to Pat. Of. Rep: 54 -|p 435

Feb. 25 Mar 28 Mar 23

Ac. to which our rijver opens sone 11 days|the

soonest-- Perhaps this is owing partly to|the
fact that our river| is nearer the Ccean--& that

it {rises} southward--instead of northward

“There is a curved line that leads left to the inserted text fromthe tip of

the caret.

“Vertical lines fromchart extend to the bottom of the page.
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Pat. of. Report. 53 p 332 (av. 26 years)

Average tenperature at Boston

9 10
Jan Feb. Mar Ap. May June July Aug Sep Cct.  Nov. Dec
27.8 27.9 36.2 46.4 56.5 66.2 71.6 69.4 62.2 51.5 41, 31.1
Spring Sum Autu Wnter The year
mer m.
46.3 69.1 51.6 28.9 48.9
{S. C} Gay at Cam
Pat. off. Rep. 54 p 427 Rain fall at
Canbridge Mass frm May, 47 to May, 48
which | have {\} inch & {decinal s}
copied frmthe Am al manac”--p 84
(V. Mar. 24 {in} 6 ps forward)
Jan Feb. Mar Ap. May June July Aug. Sep Cct Nov. Dec Whol e
2.888 4. 2.500 1.2 1.938 5.491 2.517 5.215 6.536 1.444 4.94 4.37 43.049
v also p 428 for conp. tenperature of Eng. & Salem ¥
Pat. O f. Rep. for 55 p 375 nean tenperature
At Amherst Mass
i 54JanFeb. M Ap. May June July Aug Sep Cct.  Nov. Dec Annua
9WR7% 22

22.36 21.97 30.47 43.07 57.27 66.80 74.23 68.80 63.27 51.51 39.82 22.23 46.81

27.72

19.88 31.53 43.83 56.63 64.84 71.22 65.75 60.19 49.61 38.49 28.12

46. 48

77.88

25. 96

Adding the 3 lines | get & dividing by 3

69. 75 98.20 33.30 170.40197.84217.05203. 95185. 66152. 62119. 3181. 45

23.25 32.73 44.43 56.80 65.95 72.35 67.98 61.89 50.87 39.77 27.15

142. 19

47. 40

in order of cold they stand

2 1 4 6 8 10 12 11 9 7 5

V Am Al manac
3 {p} 49. P 84
{&} 86-{&} 87

or the 3 lines taken separately stand in order of cold thus

1 2 4 6 8 10 12 11 9 7 5
3 1 4 6 8 10 12 11 9 7 5
2 1 4 6 8 10 12 11 9 7 5

3 Boston av.
of 20 yrs
2 Anmherst 1854

3 Anherst 1855

{ M} The successive increase of degrees of heat
8.48% 11.70 12.37 9.15 6.4
Decr ease®

2.71 4.37 6.09 11.02 11.10 12.62 1.19

“"There is a slash mark running through this section.

“Thoreau's math seens to be m staken here. The average February tenperature
(23.25) subtracted fromthe average March tenperature(32.73) is 9.48 as

opposed to 8.48.

“®There is a horizontal |ine drawn between lines 40 and 41 but it
fromthe photocopy how for it extends.

is uncl ear
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--18-60 & 1950

--({ } 29 xxx 59)

--2060

0Thi s insertion indeci pherable w thout access to original.
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Mar 23d--60

pm 40+° rat her wi ndy—

Smal | dark-based cumuli spring clouds

nostly

n rows parrallel with the horizon

see one field which was pl owed be-

fore the 18th & spring rye sowed--the
el ds mi ght have been plowed earlier but the ground was too wet)

(Sone f
earlier

the better they say--7

Farmer says that sonme 50 years ago he

pl oned & sowed wheat in January & never

had so good a crop.

hear that Coonbs has killed half a

dozen ducks--one of thema large gray duck

in Goose pond-- He tells me it weighed 5 1/2 Ibs., while his black

ducks weigh only 3 1/2--& was |arger than a shell drake-& very

good to eat-- Sinply gray--& was alone & had a {broad} fl at
bill. Was it the Gad-wall? or a kind of goose?

51t will be seen by the annexed {scrap}
that March is the 4th col dest nonth

or about

The sane appears for the 15 years {obs} at {Mendon} (Am al manac

m dway between Dec. & Novenber”--

The descent to extreme cold occupies 7 nonths
(though a part of it is nore {rapid})

& is therefore nmore gradual than the ascent to

extreme

heat which takes only 5 nonths.

Slsevera
bl ank

bl ank |ines between previous |line and this one,

p. 86

about 1/4 of page
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nmean
The " average tenperature of the col de
32.73 = Mar.
month (Feb.) being 23.25 & of the warnest

(July), being 72.35 this whole ascent frome

trenme cold to extreme heat is 49.10° &

st

X_

alittle |l ess than

in march we have acconplished 8.48° or about
ac to the Mendon 15 yrs Av th
1/6 the ascent & in Mar. we have advanced 9.

It appears (frmthe scrap) that Dec.
the 3 winter nonths
Jan. & Feb. "~ differ very little in tenperat

and the 3 summer nonths & Septenber are

next nost alike, though they differ con-
(Same from Mendon tabl e)
si derably nore-—

The greatest or abruptest change is fr
(I'n Mendon tables from Sep. to Cct.)
Nov. to Dec. ™ the next nobst abrupt from
(in Mendon table fromMar. to Ap
April to May.

The | east change (ac. to the above tab

e whol e ascent is 47.5
2or little nore than 1/5%

ure

om

il

les) is

ac. to Mendon tables the sane fromDec to Jan--

fromDec to Jan. as fromJan to Feb.®

The 3 spring months & al so Cct & Nov.
transition nmonths, in which the tenperature
rapi dly changes.

Mar 24--60

Cold & rather blustering again with
flurries of snow -

The boat man, when the {chain} of his
boat has been broken with a stone by
sone scanp, and he cannot easily
transport his boat to the blacksmths

to have it nended, gets the latter

52There is a bracket around lines 9 and 10.
word "ascent" in line 10 (at ac/&).

5%There is a box around this insertion

are

The | eft bracket begins after the
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very

to bend hima » stout iron wire in the form

of an S S then hooking this to the
2 broken ends--& setting it upright

on a rock he hammers it down till

it rests onitself in the formof an 8 which

is very difficult to pry open
2°* Pm about 39+

to Copan-—

| see a nmale frog-hawk beating

a hedge--scarcely rising nore than 2 feet from

the ground for half a mle--quite bel ow

the level of the wall within it. How unlike the

hen hawk in this!

They are real wind clouds this Pm have

an electric {fibrey} |ook-- Sonetimes it is
a flurry of snow falling no doubt. Peculiar
cold & windy cunuli are mixed with
them -not black like a thunder cloud but
cold dark slate--with very bright white
crowns & prom nences.

I find on Indian ground, as today on
the Great Fields--very regular ova
stones |like | arge pebbl es--sonmetines 5 or
6 inches | ong--water worn of course--
& brought hither by the Ind. They conmmonly
show mar ks of having been used as hammers.
Oten in fields where there is not a stone
of that kind in place for a mle or nore.

From Hol brooks clearing | see

54The doubl e underline serves to cross out the bottomof a "3"

has been witten over.

that the "2"
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5 large dark col ored ducks prob. black
ducks--far away on the nmeadow-with
heads erect necks stretched--on the
alert--only one in water--1ndeed there
is very little water on the nmeadows- -
For length of neck--those nost {wary} | ook
much |i ke geese-- They appear quite |arge
& heavy-- They probably find sonme sweet grass
& where the water has just receded--

There are half a dozen gulls on
the water near-- They are the large white
bi rds of the meadow -the whitest we
have-- As they so comonly stand above water
on a piece of meadow they are so nuch
t he nore conspi cuous-- They are very con-

amle off, or

spi cuous to nmy naked eye * as soon as |
cone in sight of the meadow -but |
do not detect the shelldrakes around
themtill | use ny glass--for the latter
are not only |l ess {conspicuously} white--
but as they are fishing sink very | ow
in the water-- Three of the gulls stand
t oget her on a pi ece of meadow & 2 or
3 nore are standing solitary half i mersed--
& now & then one or 2 circle slowy
about their companions

The shel | drakes appear to be the npst
native to the river--briskly noving al ong

up & down the sides of the stream
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or the neadow 3/4 inmersed--& with heads
under water--like cutters collecting the
revenue of the river bogs--or like {pirate}
crafts peculiar to the stream- They cane
the earliest & seemto be nost at hone.

The water is so low that all these
birds are collected near the {Holt},
the inhabitants of the village--{poultry } fanciers
perchance though they be--these active &
vigorous wild fow (the shelldrakes) pur-
suing their {finny} prey ceaselessly within
amle of them-in March & April --
probably fromthe henyard fence with a good
gl ass you can see themat it. They are as much
at home on the water as the pickere

Their {serrated} bill reninds ne of a pickerel's snout

iswithinit. ~ You see a |long row-
of these schooners bl ack above with
a white stripe beneath--rapidly gliding
al ong-- & occasionally one rises erect on
the surface & flaps its wi ngs--show ng
its white |ower parts-- They are the duck
nost comon & nost identified with
the streamat this season-- They appear
to get their food wholly within the water--
Less |ike our donestic ducks.

| saw 2 red squirrels in an apple tree
whi ch were rather small--had sinply the
tops of their backs red--& the sides & be-

neat h grey!
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Fox col ored--sparrows go flitting past
with a faint sharp chirp--anmid sone oaks

Ac. to a table, in the Am Al manac for

p 84

49, made at Canbridge, from
May '47 to May 48 the nonthly mean
force of the wind for the 12 nmonths (I putting
Jan Feb. Mar. & April 48 before May &c
of 47) {-}%° nunbering themf+em 1.2.3 &c

fromthe highest force upward downward- -

was
48 47
Jan Feb Mar. Ap. May June July Aug. Sep Cct Nov
6 5 3 3 3 2 1 4 4 6 5
For quantity of clouds they stood--
4 9 7 10 7 5 8 6 3 11 2
For Depth of rain in inches
7 6 9 12 10 2 8 3 1 11 4

I. e. fromforce of wind Mar. Ap. & May were
equal &were inferior to July & June--
For quantity of clouds Mar.& May were
equal &were preceded by Dec. Nov. Sep. Jan
June & Aug.
For Depth of rain Sep stood first
& Mar 9th succeeded only by May. Oct. & April.
The wind's force was observed {at} Sun-
rise--9 am-3 pm-& 9 pm& in Mar. the greatest

force was at 3 pm & the | east at 9pm

55crossed out letter

6There is an arc drawn from January to April and another from May to

December.

"There are vertical |lines separating the colums in this table.
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So far the whol e year the greatest force was
at 3 pm-but the least at sunrise & 9 Pm
both alike--

The cl ouds were observed at the same tine & in
Mar. there was the greatest quantity at 9 Pm
& the | east at sunrise--but for the year the
greatest quantity at 3 Pm-s the | east at
sunrise & 9 am alike--

At Mendon Mass for the whole year
1847 alone (i.e a different Jan. Feb. Mar. and Ap.

fromthe last) it stood for Force of w nd

Jan Feb  Mar Ap May  June July Aug Sep Cct Nov. Dec. %®
3 5 3 1 4 1 3 2 3 2 3 3
For cl ouds
5 1 6 8 7 9 11 8 3 10 4 2
Ac to which for force of wind Mar. July, Sep
Nov. & Dec. were equal & were inferior to
April June Aug. & Cct.
& for clouds Mar. was 6th
The wi nds force for March was greatest
at 9 am & 3 pm which were equal
But for the year greatest at 9 am & | east
at—9—pm sunri se.
For march there was the greatest quantity of
clouds at 9 am but for the years at both
sunrise & 9 am
In the last table 8 points of the wind were noticed.
viz NW N, NE. EE SE S SW W
S8ertical lines separate the colums of the chart. They extend through |ine

16.
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/1

/1

Du

ring the year the wind was SW 130 days

NW 87 NE 59 S 33 W29 E 14 SE 10

N 3 days
In Mar--

3--N. 2

it was NW9 days--SW8--NE 5.--S 4--W

Mar. 25--60

Cold & blustering--2 Pm 35+

to Wll Meadow & Wl den—

See first cloudy dust in street

One early willow on RR--near cow catcher

just sheds pollen from one anot her &% but

prob. m
I

lot on t

ght find another nore forward x°°
notice on hill side in Stow s wood-
he W of the cut what | ooks |ike

sem

a rope or hollow " cylinder of saw dust

around a large white pine stunp just

over its

i nstep-- There are 2 or 3 nobuse

hol es between the {prongs} & the mce

have evi

dently {had} a gallery through

this dust-- Much of it is very {crude}

& fibry-

-fibres of wood an inch or nore

long mxed with {pines}-- This is prob

the work of the mice in the winter in the

roots bel ow -naking roomfor them

sel ves- -

Sonme of the fine dust is formed

into a pellet 1/4 of an inch wde &

flat--of
If not s

a regul ar form {draw ng} half
o large you m ght think they had passed through the {creature}

as thick as wide--~ The ring of

It is possible that there is no

the "d"

“x" but that T began another letter after
in forward and crossed it out.
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this dust-{chewi ngs} is not nore than

2 inches wide & yet it is a holl ow sem -
cylinder--nmore or less regular-- |1 think
that | can explain it thus. The m ce-

of course deer nmice--had a gallery

in the snow around the stunp from hol e

to hole. Wen they began to gnaw away the

stunp under ground--they brought up their
gnawi ngs—& of course had no pl ace
to cast thembut in the gallery--through

which they ran-- Can it be that they

eat any of this wood? The gnhaw ngs & dust

{are} abundant & fresh--while that nade
by worns under the bark was old & dirty

& coul d not have been washed into this

posi tion--though sone of it m ght have
been nade by worns beneath the
ground.

At Well Meadow | notice--as usua
that the common cress has been eaten

down cl ose & the uncertain coarse

sedge--there &c

The skunk cabbage | eaf buds have
j ust begun to appear--but not
yet any {hel |l obore}®

The senecio is considerably grown
& | see many little purplish rosettes
of viola pedata | eaves in sandy paths

wel | gr own—

80The proper spelling is "hellebore.”

11
/1
11

/1
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One Caltha palustris flower wh

just on the surface of the water
None out at 2d Div. Brook
is perfectly out xx ~ the next day or 26th.

See no ducks on F. H P.--but
sailing over it--& at length hovering
very long in one place, with head stretched
downward a fi sh-hawk

It is hard descending steep N. hill-sides
as yet because the ground is yet frozen
there & you cannot get a hold by sinking
your heels into it.

The grass is dense & green as ever--& the
caltha bloomin {sheltered} springy places--
being protected fromfrosts in the night prob.
by a vapor arising fromthe warm water.

flood is

Though the neadows are | ow net hi nks
t hey must be covered with a sweet grass
which has lately {grown} under water (parts of
them at |east) so rmuch the nore ac-
cessible to such ducks as feed on shore
prob many ducks as well as geese do
feed on shore in the night.

Wndy as it is--you get along com
fortably enough in the woods--& see
the chill-lills & cinnanon &tree sparrows
flitting along frmbush to bush--

Met hought on the 18th a warm day- -
that the chill-lills & tree sparrows

yet
haunt ed rather the shaded & ® snowy
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holl ows in the woods-- The deep {source}

30 rods behind where | used to live is nostly

covered with ice yet--but no doubt such

are generally open now-(ripple |lake e. g.)

To speak of the General phenonena

a tolerably calmclear sunny spring-Ilike day

of March-- When Mar.{arrives} the snowis

so far gone that sleighing ends--& our com

passion is excited by the sight of horses |aboriously

dr aggi ng wheel ed vehicl es through mud & water

We shall no longer {hear} the jingling of sleigh bells

& slush-- ~ The sleigh is housed--or perchance

converted {into} a wheeled vehicle by the travelling

pedl ar caught far from hone-- The wood

sled is perhaps abandoned by the roadside--

where the snow ended--with 2 sticks put

under

its runners--t

hese to rest it may be

while the grass springs up green around it--

till another wi nter

cones round-- It may

be near where the wagon of the carel ess

farmer was | eft | ast

Dec.
faH on account of

the drifted snow- As nmarch approaches

at least, pedlars w

travel

Il do well to

wi th wheel s slung under their

sl ei gh{s}--ready to convert their slighs

{into} wheel ed vehicles at an merrent hour's

war ni ng.

Even t he boys

sl ed gets put away by de-

or {when} it is {found} to be in the way
grees—"& his thoughts are directed gradually

to nore earthy} ganes-- There are now

wat er

privileges for

hi m by every road-side

11
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The prudent farmer has teamed hone,

or to market, his last |oad of wood from

the lot--nor left that which was corded

a year ago to be consuned by the worns

& the weather. He will not have to sel

next wi nter oak wood rotted an inch deep

all round--at a reduction in the price--

if he deals with know ng cust

He has haul ed his | ast

oners- -

logs to mll-

No nmore shall we see the sled-track shine--

or hear the sled squeak along it--

The boys sled gets put away--in the barn

or shed or garret & there lies dormant

all sumrer--1ike a woodchuck

in the w nter

It goes into its burrow just before woodchucks

cone out-- So that you nay say a wood-

chuck never sees a sl ed--nor

a sled a wood-

chuck--(unless it were a prenaturely risen

wood chuck--or a bel ated & unseasonabl e

sl ed.) Before the woodchuck cones out

the sled goes in-- They dwell

Before sleds rise wood chucks have set

odes of Meach other. ™ The gr

at the antip-

ound squirre

shares the privileges & m sfortunes of the

The {sun}{now} passes fromthe constellation of
woodchuck-- the sled {into} that of the wood chuck

The snow pl ow t oo has now not hi ng

nore to do but to dry-rot agai nst another

too

winter--like a thing whose use is forgotten.

--inaudi ble to the behol der--

gone—

Its vocation
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| often neet with the wood sled by the
path--carefully set up on 2 sticks
& with a chip under the {cop}--to prevent
its getting set--as if the woodnan were
had waited only for another snow storm
to start it again--little thinking that
he had had his allowance for the year
And there it rests--like many a hunan
ent erpri se post-poned-sunk further than
he thought into the earth after all--its
runners fath by which it was to slide al ong
so glibly--rotting--& its iron work rusting.
You question if it will ever start again.

If we nust stop, says the schener--|eave
the enterprise so that we can start again
under the best possible circunstances--

But a schene at rest begins at once to
rust & rot--though there may be 2
exam ne such a schene & see if it rests on 2 sticks & can be
sticks under the runner & a chip under
started again-- Examne also its joints & see if it will cohere when
the cop. The ineradicable grass will bury
it is started.
it--& when you hitch your forces to it
a year hence--it is a chance if it dees
has not lost its cohesion

You can easily find sticks & chips--but

who shall find snow to put under it?
There it slunbers sinking into the ground--
willingly returning to the earth from which
it cane-- Mortices & tenons & pins avail not
to withhold it.

Al'l things decay.

& so must our sl eigh.

97



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

The sl ei ghing, the sledding--or sliding
is gone--we now begin to wheel or rol
our-sel ves & conmodities al ong--which
requires nore tractile power-- The ponderous
cart & the spruce {bugy} appear from
out their latebrae like the {dusty} flies
that have wintered in a crevice--& we
hear the buzzing of their wheels--
The hi gh-set chai se--the {lunbering}
coach--1i ke wasps & gnats & bees cone
hunmm ng forth--
The runners have cut through--
to the earth--they go in search of the
snow into the very gutters--or invade
the territory of the {post} passenger-- The
{hi red}
travel l er when he returns {the} ~ {horse} to the his
stabl e conclude at last that it
is worse sleighing than wheeling-- To
be sure {there} was one {road} when he
slid along pretty well under the N side
of a wood--but for the npst part
he cut through--as when the cook cuts
5l edgi ngs} of dough for her pies--&
the grating on the gravel set his
teeth on edge.
You see where the teanster threw off
2/3 his load by the road-side--&
wonder when he will come back for

it.

51There is a letter scratched out before {edgings}.
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(Last sunmer

I wal ked behind a team

whi ch was ascending the Col burn Hill--which

was all dripping with nmelting ice--used

to cool the butter

which it held-- In Jan.

perchance | wal k up the sane hill be-

sl ed
hind a » | oad of f

rozen deer between snow

drifts 6 feet high)

To proceed with March -- -- Frost

exposed to the sun

conmes out of #h warm sand banks”--& the

sand flows down in the formof foliage

But | see st
icicles formed i

ill adhering to the bridges the {squat} chandelier
n yesterdays cold & wi ndy weat her—

By the 2d Ice suddenly softens & skating

ends. This warner

eagerly revisit--t

t he i nexperienced
& spring-like day--yeu

he pond where yesterday they

found hard & glassy ice & are surprised

& di sappointed to
Their aching | egs

such sport-- Yet |

find it soft & nolten--
are soon satisfied with

have in such a

case found a strip of good skating stil

under the {N} side of a hill or wood. | was

the nore pl eased because | had foreseen it.

Skat es then

& follow sleds to

% . skating at Quinsiganond Feb. 59--%
have becone usel ess tools

their winter quarters

They are ungratefully parted with--not |ike

old friends surely-- They and {the} thoughts {of}

{thent we shuffled out of the way--& you

wi |l probably have to hunt | ong before

you find them next

Decenber.
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It is
and now--if

cease to no

too late to get ice for ice-houses

I am not m staken--you

tice the green ice at sunset

& the rosy
& softer--
& shadi ngs
rotting ice
If yo
{where the
& dropped f

has frozen

snow -t he air being warner
Yet the marks & creases
& bubbl es {&cc} in the
are still very interesting.
u wal k under cliffs you see
nmel ted snow which trickled down
romtheir perpendicular walls

i nto huge organ-pipe icicles—

The water goi ng down you notice

per chance where the neadow crust

has {been}
i ncunbent
high in the
| ayers of i
in thicknes
revol ution
surface per
this town.
The a
cl oses his

mlder air-

By the 3d The snow are softened through to

eart h--perc
beneath in
from bel ow

sink as it

raised & floated off by the super-
ce--(i.e if the water has been

wi nter) Oten successive

ce & meadow crust several feet

s-- The nobst sudden & greatest

in the condition of the earths,

haps that ever takes place in

ir is spring-like The mlk man

i ce house doors--agai nst the

banks

hance the frost is out
sone places--& so it nelts
upwar d- - & you hear it

nelts around you as you
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wal k over it--. Are—as It is soft--saturated
with water--& gl owi ng white.
to day

An east wi nd*--& may be brings rain
on the 4th--a cold mzzling rain--&
the tenperature falling below zero it forns a
thin glaze on your coat--the |ast gl aze
of the year-

Next day perchance (5th it clears off--
The 4th but is verSIE&ét} & muddy wal ki ng-- Mel ted
snow fills the gutters--& as you ascend

the hills you see bright {braided} streans of it

rippling down in the ruts. It glances and shines
| i ke burnished silver-52

If you walk to sandy cliffs you see where now
ravi nes have formed & are form ng.

The 6th it clears off cold and w ndy--
The snow is chiefly gone--the brown season begins
The tawny frozen earth | ooks drier than it is--
The thin herds or piper grass that was not cut |ast
summer--is seen all slanting SE as the prevailing
wi nd bent it before the snow canme--& now it
has partly sprung up again. The bl eached grass
{whiter}

The 7th is a day of misty rain & mstling.
--& of noist brown earth--into which you sink
as far as it is thawed at every step-- Every now
& then the mist thickens & the rain drives in
upon you fromone side-- Now you admire
t he vari ous brown col ors of the parded earth-
the plunp cl adoni as—&c &c

Per chance you notice the beonyces in fruit

%2There are big end brackets on the right side of the first two ful

par agr aphs.
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& the great chocol ate col ored puff bal
still loosing its dust and {on} bare sandy places
the {lycoperdon} stellata—-& Atggzr t hought s
are directed to arrowheads--& you gat her
the first Ind. relics for the season--
The open spaces in the river are {now} |ong reaches
& the ice between is mackerell ed—& you
no | onger think of crossing it except
at the broadest bay. It is perhaps lifted up
by the nelted snow & {the} rain-
The 8th it is clear {agan}--but a very cold
& blustering day--yet the wind is worse than
the cold-- You cal cul ate your wal k before-
hand so as to take advantage of the shelter
of hills & woods. A very slight elevation is
often a perfect fence-- |If you nmust go
forth facing the wind--bending to the bl ast
& sonetimes scarcely maki ng any progress--you
study how you may return with it on your
back
Perchance it is suddenly cold--water freezes in
your chanber--& blasts even in the house--the
strong draft consumes your fuel rapidly--though you
have but little left-- You have had no col der
wal k in the winter.
So rapidly is the earth dried that this day
or the next perhaps you see a cloud of dust

bl ow over the fields in a sudden gust-—
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The 9th it is quite warmwith a SWw nd- -
The first lightening is seen in the horizon by one
who is out in the evening-- It is a dark night.

The 10th you first notice frost on the
t awney grass-- The river channel is open &
you see great white cakes going down the
stream -between the still frez icy neadows.
& the wind blows strong frmthe N. W as usua

++t h The earth begins to | ook drier & is

dried by the w nd

whiter or paler brown than ever--~ The very
russet oak | eaves mxed with pines on distant
hills | ook drier too--

The 11th is a warner day--& fair--with
the first considerable bluish haze in the
air-- It remnds you of the azure of the
bl ue- bi rd--whi ch you hear--whi ch perhaps
you had only heard of before--

%uch% % han yest erday%
%to%he 12th® is %% cool er--& nore w ndy--%%ut spring-
like & full of life-- It is however--warmin
% the | eaves {already dry enough to sit on}9%*
the sun. Walden is nelted on the edge on
the northerly side
%f the 12th%
The norning began with a snow storm-grow ng as

seriously & hard as if it were going to last a

week & be as nenorable as the great snow®

63" The 12th" crossed out in penci

84Checked agai nst 1906.

%The | ast two paragraphs are bracketed in the left margin with a "2" and "1"
respectively to the left of the brackets. This is an indication by T that the

par agr aphs shoul d be transposed.
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of 1760--& you forget the haze of yesterday
& the blue bird-- It tries hard but only
%d%succeeds to whiten the ground--& when | go
forth at 2 Pm-the earth is bare again
As | walk | amexcited by the living
dark blue color of the open river--& the
meadow fl ood(?) seen at a di stance over the
fields--contrasting with the tawey earth
& the patches of snow- In the high w nds
in February--at open reaches in the river
it was {positively} angry & black--now it it
is a cold dark blue--like an artery.
The stormis not yet over-- The night
sets in dark & rainy--thus far considerable
rain taking out the frost. | am pl eased
to hear the sound of it against the wi ndows & for
t hat copious rain which {nade} the winter of the
Greeks & Romans is the herald of sunmmer to us.
The 13th the ways are getting settled in our
{sandy} village-- The river is rising fast--
| sit under sonme sheltering pronmontory & watch the gusts ripple
t he neadow f | ood.
14th This norning it snows again--& this
time it succeeds better--is a real snow storm-
by 2 o' clock--3 or 4 inches deep--& wi nter
is fairly back again-- The early birds are
driven back or many of themkilled-- The
river flood is at its height | ooking dark amd

t he snow-
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15th The ice is all out of the River proper--

& the neadow -except ground ice or such as lies
still at the bottom of the meadow under water--

16 The ice of the night fills the river in the
nmorning--& | hear it go grating downward at
sun rise. As soon as | can get it painted &
dried I launch ny boat--& make my first
voyage for the year up or down the stream-on

that el ement from which | have been debarred

for 3 nonths & a half. | taste a spring cranberry
save a floating rail--te feel the elenent fluctuate
am

beneat h me-- {+he} tossed bodily as | amin thought
& sentinment. Than | ongen folk to gon on voyages®®
--The water presses on the oars-- | wish to

hear ny mast crack & see ny {ny}

{rapt} boat run on her side so | ow

her deck drinks water & her keel plows

air-- My only conpetitors or fellow

voyagers are the musquash hunters.

To see a dead sucker washing in the neadows.

-- The ice was broken up & navigati on commenced
--we may set sail for foreign parts--or

expect the {1st} arrival any day--to see the
phenonena of the water--& see the earth

fromthe water side-- To stand outside of

it on another element & so get a {pry} {on} {it}

fromthe 12th |line of Chaucer's The Canterbury Tales.

105



10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27

in thought at least, that is not a small ad-
vantage. | nake nore boi sterous & stornmy voyages
now t han at any season. Every musquash
{shooter} has got his boat out ere this-- Sone
i mprovi dent fell ows have |l eft them out--or
let themfreeze in & now find themin a |eaking
condition. But the solid ice of Fair Haven
as yet bars all progress in that direction
| vastly increase ny sphere & experience by
a boat

17th The last night perhaps--we experience
the {first} wind of the spring that shakes the
house-- Sone who sleep in attics expect
no less than that the roof will be taken off--
They cal cul ate what chance there is for
the wind to take hold of the overl apping roof -
or eaves-- You hear that your neigh-
bors chimey is bl own down-- The street
is strewn with rotten {linmbs}--& you notice
here & there a prostrate pine on the hills.

The frozen side wal ks nelt each
nor ni ng-- When you go to walk in the Pm
{think} the wind is gone down very nuch-- You
watch fromsone hill top the light flashing
{across} sone wavi ng white pines-- The whol e
forest is waving like a feather in the

w nd.
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Though the snow i s gone again here the
s are seen to be still covered--& have been
ever since the winter--with a spy glass | can | ook
into such winter there as it seenms to nme, | have
only read of-- No wonder the NN W wind is so cold
that blows fromthemto us.
A war m day

18th | perceive on sone warm wood or hill sides
hal f open to the sun--the dry scent of the withered
| eaves--gathered in piles here & there by the wi nd--
They make dry beds to recline on & rem nd ne
of fires in the wods that maybe expected ere | ong.

say 56 or 60--& calm

The 19th ~ is yet warnmer--a really warm day- -

perhaps | wear but one coat in ny wal k--or sweat
geni al
in 2. The " warnth ef is the universal topic--
gnats humthe early birds warble-- Especially
the cal mess of the day is adm rable-- The
wind is taking a short respite--1ocked up
inits cave sonmewhere-- {W} adnire the
snoot hness of the water--the shimering
{over} the land--all vegetation feels the
{Many} first go forth to walk--& sit out

i nfl uence of the season--doors awhile--

The river falling-- | notice the coarse {muck}
left along the shore--dotted with the scarl et

spring

Acranberries.

Bef ore ni ght a sudden shower--& sone

hear thunder--a single | ow runbl e-
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The 21st is warmtoo by the therm but nore
Wi ndy- - A—echanret—s—roew-wern—through——H-
Penet—
The 23d A channel is "worn thro' F. H Pond.
24 The winds are let out of their cave & have
fairly resuned their sway again--with oc-
casional flurries of snow-which scarcely
reach the earth--gusty electric clouds--
appear here & there in the sky-- {Like} {charges}
of cavalry on a field of battle-
It is icy cold too--& you need all your
Wi nter coats at |east-- The fresh spray
dashed against the alders & will ows--
{makes} {rake} & {churn} icicles along the
causeways- -
25t h col der yet--considerable ice
forms The river skins over along the side--
The river is down again-- an | ower than any-
tinme this nonth.
26 Warm again-- The frost {is} at length
quite out of early gardens--a
few begin to plow & plant peas & rye--&c
At In the Pma thick haze conceal s
the nts. & weathes the woods--the

wi nd goi ng East-—
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Steady--{p}attering April like rain--
foretold by the thick haze of yesterday--
27 dinmpling the water--.& soaked up
by the ground for the nost part--the frost
bei ng so much out - -
28-- Sone sit without a fire in Pm-
it is so warm- | study the honey conbed bl ack
ice of F. H P.
29 See a pellet {frost} in the norning--(or snow.
F. H P. is open--
30 You see {snoke} rising above the woods
in the horizon this dry day & know not if it
be burning brush or an accidental fire
31 The hi gh ways begin to be dusty--& even
our m nds--sonme of the dusty routine of sum
mer even--begins to invade them
A few heel s of snow may yet be discovered--or

t he
even seen from” w ndow-
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Mar 26t h

A Pl easant day--

I think I heard the last |lesser red polls {Near}

//the beginning of this nonth--say about 7th

The top of a white naple swanp-1and
a reddish tinge at a distance day before
yesterday-- Was it owing to any expansion of the
buds?

2 PmTherm4+ to 2d Div.
Br ook-- Though there is very consi derabl e
greenness on the warnest southerly banks
--there is no change {perceptible} in
t he aspect of the earths surface generally
or at a little distance-- It is as bare
& dead a brown as ever-- Wen the sun
comes out of a cold slate colored cloud
These wi ndy days--the bl eached & wthered
pastures reflect its light so brightly
{they} they are al nost white-- They are a
pal e tawney--or say fawn col or without
any redness- -

The brown season extends from about the
sixth of March ordinarily into Apri
The first part of it when the {frost} is rapidly
comi ng out & transient snows are nelting
the surface of the earth is saturated with
noi sture-- The latter part is dry--the
whitish tawny pastures being {larded} with

brown & green nosses (that conmonest one)
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& pal e brown | echeas--which nmottle it
very pleasingly. This dry whitish tawney
or drab

Acolor of the fields--withered grass lit

by the sun--is the color of a teanster's

coat. It is one of the npst interesting effects

of light now -when the sun com ng out

of clouds shines brightly on it-- It is the

fore-glow of the year. There is certainly a

singular propriety in that color for the
or a hunter
coat of a farmer or teanster or shepherd”

who is required to be much abroad in our

| andscape at this season-- It is in harnony

with nature--& you are | ess conspi cuous
inthe fields & can get nearer to wld
animals for it. For this reason
| amthe better satisfied with the col or
of my hat--a drab--than with
that of my compani on which is black --
t hough his coat is of the exact
tint—& better than m ne--but again
nmy dusty boots harnonize better
with the | andscape than his bl ack
& gl ossy India rubbers.

| had a suit once in which nethinks
I could glide across the fields unper-
ceived--half a mle in front of a
farmers wi ndows-- It was such a skil -
ful mxture of browns--dark & |ight

properly proportioned--wi th even
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some threads of green in it by chance-

It was of |oose texture & about the

color--of a pasture with patches of

wi thered sweet fern & | echea-- | trusted

a good deal to ny invisibility--in it when

going across lots--& many a tine

| was aware that to it | owed the

near approach of wild aninmals.

No doubt my dusty & tawny cowhi des

surpise the street wal kers who wear

pat ent | eat her Congress shoes- - but

they do not cons

der how absurd such

shoes woul d be in ny vocation

to tread the woods & swanps in-- Wy

shoul d I wear congress who wal ks

al one & not where there is any congress of

any ki nd.

C!' was saying properly enough the other

as we were maki ng our way through a

dense patch of shrub oak. | {suspecthat}

those villagers t

these old & worn

hi nk that we wear

hats with hol es al

al ong the corners for oddity--but

Coonbs the musquash hunter--&

& rabbit

partridge N snarer--knows better, he

under st ands us- -

He knows that a

new & squar e-cor ner ed- hat woul d

be spoiled in our

t he shrub oaks.

excursi on through

day
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The wal ker & naturalist does not wear

a hat or a shoe or a coat, to be | ooked
at--but for other uses-- Wen a citi-
zen cones to take a walk with ne | com
monly find that he is | amed di sabl ed by
his shoeing. He is sure to wet his feet
tear his coat--& jamhis hat--& the su-
perior qualities of ny boots coat & hat
appear-- | once went into the woods zgih
a party for a fortnight-- | wore ny

old & common cl ot hes which were of Ver-
nont gray-- They are no doubt the best

they had for such an occasion--of a

fashi onable color & quality-- | thought

that they were a little ashamed of ne while

we were in the towns-- They all tore their

cl othes badly but myself, &1 who it
chanced was the only one provided with
needl es & thread, enabled themto nmend
them - When we cane out of the woods |
was the best dressed of any of them

One of the nost interesting sights
this Pmis the color of the yell ow sand
in the sun at the bottom of Nut neadow

& 2d Div. Brooks-- The yell ow sands

of a |l onely bush--seen through the rippling

water--with the shadows of the

ripples like filns passing over it.
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By degrees you pass from heaven
to earth up the trunk of the Wiite
pi ne-- See the flocks of its {boughts}
reflecting the sun--each |ight or
sunny above & shaded beneath, even
l'i ke the clouds with their dark
bases--a sort of mackerel sky
of pine boughs

The woodchoppers are still in the woods
in sone places--splitting & piling at
| east .

| hear that May fl owers brought from
Fi t chburg--1ast Thursday--(22d) have--
bl ossoned here-- They are { } much earlier
than any of ours. Qurs at 2 Div--

(1st Lot) are under the icy snow.
5 {&}

The rare juncus there is *~ 6 inches high
& {red} (fromthe cold?) on the bare neadow--
much the nmost growt h of any thing
of the kind--hereabouts--very little water
--only at the cowslip.

The equi setum has risen above water at first
Nut Meadow crossi ng- -

The earliest willows are nowin the
gray--too advanced to be silvery--nouse or
mal t ese cat col or--

The 2d Div. Spring--is all covered with
a brown floating gel ati nous substance

of the {consistence} of frog spawn--but
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with nothing like spawn milk in it

It is

of irregular |ongish or rather ropey

form-& is of the consistency of frog spawn

wi thout the sp ova-- | think it nust be

done with--

It quite covers the surface-—-

| also find near by a green zig zag-worny

spawn | i ke substance--in strings under

the water--in which | feel a sort of granule

spawn

|ike-- Can this be the excrenent

of any creature--can it turn & swell to

that brown & floating jelly--? Are these

t he production of lizzards--or the R--

fontinalis?

Tried by various tests this season fluctuates

nore or | ess--

sl eighing during the year™-or it may continue un-
interrupted fromthe beginning of winter to the 3d of Apri

as in 56=& the dependent phenonena be equally late

There was none in the w nter

E.g. W nay have absolutely no

52-53 & was on other wi nters--

The river

may be either only transiently closed

in--in 52-3--&57-8--and may not be

open entirely (up to pond) till Ap 4th

days i

As for Cold--sone years we nay have as cold

n Mar. as in any w nter nonth--Mr--

4--58 it was 14--& on the 29th 54 the punp

frozen as to require thaw ng

sumrer

The river

| evel

may be quite high in Mar.

or

nont hs of 58--(only for

at

Mar 4
to 14
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Fai r Haven Pon may be open by the
20th of mar, as this year, or not till
Ap 13 as in 56 or 23 days later

Tried by the Skunk cabbage-- This nmay
flower Mar 2 (60)--or Ap 6 or 8 (as in 55--

& 54) or some 5 weeks later-- (say 36 days

The blue bird nay be seen Feb 24 as in '50--
57 & 60 or not till Mar 24 as in '56
(say 28 days)
The yel. spotted tortoise may be seen Febr. 23d
as in 57 or not till Mar 28 as in 55
(33 days

The wood frog nmay be heard Mar 15th as

this year, or not till Ap 13, as in 56--
(29 days
That is tried by the last 4 phenonenon
there nmay be about gg a nonths fluctuation
so that March 23 may be said
126

be—changed—nte 31
t o have—receded—hat-f—way i nto Feb. er—advanced

or
hat—way in to Mareh April-- i.e it borrows®

hal f of Feb. or half of April

57 The word “retain” is witten in the left margin, sloping downward fromline

24 to line 25 and at a 45 degree angle with the text.
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Mar 27th & 28th
Surveying Ed. Hoar's Farmin Lincol n—

fair--but windy & rather cool

Louis Mnor tells ne he saw sone geese about the

23d
Mar 29t h

Cal m war ner & pl easant at one.

Mar 30

A very warm & pl easant day. (at 2 Pm 63+° & ri sing)

nmore worm piles in yard (not seen since norning
of 20th on ac. of cold &) You will see them
earlier on warm banks, as at clamshell, earlier
than in our yard. Do not wood{ } &c
feed on themat night. They se to cone out
just before the toads which feed on thent-
These little piles on the bare earth, like dinples
on water, renmnd you of April.
wind S. W

The Pm so warm ”~ you take off coat.
The streets are quite dusty for the first tine.
The earth is nmore dry & genial--& you seemto

t hreshol d
be crossing the portals between wi nter & sumrer.
At eve | go listening for snipe, but hear none
The inhabitants conme forth fromtheir burrows
such an afternoon as this--as the wood duck
& ground squirrels have--as the toads do--
was a small one the 28th
| hear of the first fire in the woods this Pm
As | walk the street | realize that a new

season has {arrived}. It is time to begin to |eave

your great coat at home--to put on shoes

/11

/1
11

/1

11

11
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/1

/1

i nstead of boots & feel |ight-footed.
Mar 31st

Surveyi ng again for Ed. Hoar the wood--
| and adjoining his farm-preb. A yet warner
day-- A very thick haze concealing nts--
& all distant objects--like a snoke--
with a strong but warmS. W wi nd.
Your outside coat is soon |left on the
ground in the woods where it first becones
quite intolerable. The small red butter-
fly in the wood paths & sproutl ands--&
| hear at mid Pma very faint but
positive singing sound--rising above the
susurrus of the pines--of the breeze—-
which | think is the note of a distant &
per haps solitary toad--(not |oud & singing
as it will be--) toward night |I hear it
nore distinctly & am nore confident about
it. I hear this faint first reptilian sound

added to the sound® of the winds--{thus} each

year a little in advance of the unquestionable

note of the toad. O constant sounds

in the warner parts of warm days--there now

begi ns to be added--to the rustling or crashing

wat erfal | ®-1i ke sound of the wind—this
fai ntest inmagi nabl e prelude of the
toad-- | often draw® ny conpani ons atten-

tiontoit & he fails to hear it at all--

%There is either a stray mark or dash here.
Ends in a flourish.

“Ends in a flourish.
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it is so slight a departure fromthe previous
nonot ony of March. This nmorning {——} you
wal ked in the warm sproutl and--the strong
but warm south west wi nd bl owi ng--& you
heard no sound but the dry & nmechanica
susurrus of the wood--now there is ningled
with or added to it--to be detected only by
the sharpest ears--this first & faintest im
agi nable voice. | heard this under M.
M sery-- Probably they cone forth earlier under
the warm sl opes of that hill.

The Pewee sings in earnest-- The first | have heard
and at even | hear the first real robin's
song.

| hear that there has been a great fire
in the woods this Pm near the factory-- Sone

say a thousand acres have been burned over--

This is the dangerous tine--between the
drying of the earth--(or say when dust begins
to fly)--& the general |eafing of the trees--
when it is shaded--again-- These fires

are a perfectly regular phenonenon of this
season. Many refer to themthis thick

haze--but though in the evening | snell

t he smoke (no doubt) of the Concord fire/ |
think that the haze generally is ow ng

to the warm$S. Ww nd having its vapor
condensed by our cooler air-- An engine cart

fromtown & a crowd of boys--& | hear that

/1
/11

/1
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one nman had to swi m across a pond
to escape being burnt.
One tells me he found the saxifrage out
/1 El | en Enerson
at Lees diff this Pm & another “saw
"a yellow-or "little brown snake"
evidently either the C. ordinatus (or el se anamenus--
prob. the first.
/1 Sit without fire

Sunday- - Ap. 1st

Warm-with the thick haze still con-
//cealing t he sun.
Worm pi | es abundant this norning
Pm Gooseberry bedins to showa little green
but not our currant.
' 3 Pm up assabet--in boat
There is another fire in the woods this Pm
//It is yet nore hazy than before-- About
as thick as a fog. & ap. clouds behind it.
/1Still warnmer than yesterday-- 71+ at 3 Pm

The river was | owest for March yesterday
/[lviz just 3 feet bel ow Hoars wall.
It is so low that the nouths of the woeden
musquash burrows in the banks are ex-
posed with the piles of shells before them -
W1l ows about the stunp on S. Brown's | and
? very one is ap discolor?
are » well out.” The red-nmaple buds are consid-
/ expanded & no doubt make a greater inpression

of redness

/1 A king-fisher seen & heard.
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As we paddl e up the assabet--we hear

the wood-turtles (the first

& painted turtles rustling down the bank
into the water--& see where they have travell ed
over the sand and the nud-- This & the pre-
vi ous 2 days have brought them out
Al so see the { } on the bottom
The river being so | ow we see |ines of saw
dust perfectly level & paralle
anot her--on the side of the steep dark bank
of the hem ocks for 30 rds--or
at {once},--rem nding you of a coarse
chal k i ne made™ by snapping a string--
not nore than 1/2 inch. wi de nmuch of
A but nmore true than that woul d be.
sawdust adheres to the perfectly upright
bank— & probably marks the stand stil
hi ghest water for the tinme. This |eve
drawn by nature is agreeable to behol d.
The large Rana fontinalis sits en-
joying the warnth on the nuddy shore--
| hear the first hyl odes by chance--but
no doubt they have been heard sone tine.
Hear the hum of bees on the mapl es-&
Rye fields | ook {green}
Pi ckel dart--& prob have sone tinme

My next pleasant day
in bloom

The sweet gale is al nost

It sheds its pollen the same night

The first a’ thinker

statenents or opinions--

some thing as true--

He seeks to affirm

“made” witten over “may”

possibly witten over

is

am surprised that

have noti ced)

i n nunbers

nore visible

in ny chanber--fromthe old mll
hears is sentences

11

/1

11

/1
/1
/1

site N._side
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my affirmations or utterances conme to ne
ready nmde--not forethoughts--
so that | occasionally awake in the
night sinmply--to let fall ripe a state-
ment which | had never consciously
consci dered before--and as surprising
& novel & agreeable to ne as anything
can be. As we are only thought by
synmpathy wi th the universal mnd--
whi ch thought while we were asl eep.
There is {a} such a necessity make a defi -
nite statenent--that our mnds at |ength
do it without our consciousness--just
as we carry our food to our nouths--

This occurred to ne |ast night--but
I was so surprised by the fact which
have just endeavored to report--that
| have entirely forgotten what the par-
ticul ar observati on was.

Ap. 2d 60
Cold & wi ndy

2 Pmtherm31°+ or fallen 40°

since yesterday--& the ground slightly whitened by a
flurry of snow. | had expected rain to succeed the
thick haze-- It was cl oudy behind the haze & rained

alittle about 9 Pm but the wi nd having gone

NW (fromS. W) it turned to snow

The shrubs whose buds had begun to unfold yesterday
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are the spiraea--gooseberry--lilac— &
M ssouri currant-- The first {rmuch} the
nost forward & green-- The rest in the order
nanmed.

Wal ked to the May-flower path & to see
the great burning of the 31st--

| snelled the burnt ground 1/4 of a mle
off-- It was a very severe burn--the ground as

bl ack as a chimey {back}-- The fire is said

to have began by an Irishman burning brush near

Wld' s house in the S part of Acton & ran N &
NE--sone 2 niles before the SW w nd crossing
Fort Pond Brook-- |I {walke } nore than a mle
along it--could not see to either end--&
crossed it in 2 places-- A thousand acres

nust have been burned. The | eaves being

thus cleanly burned you see amd their

ci nders countl ess nouse gall eri es--where

t hey have run all over the wood esp. in
shruboak | and--there lines crossing each

other every foot & at every angle. {Your}

are surprised to see by these traces how

many of these creatures live & run under

the | eaves in the woods--out of the way of
cold & of hawks. The fire has burned off

the tip & half way down their galleries. Every
now & then we saw an obl ong square mark

of pale brown or fawn col ored ashes

am d th black cinders, where corded

“wood had been burned. - =a

11
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In one place though at the north edge of

a wood--1 saw white birch & anel anchi er

buds ({the} {base} buds of {whose} {stens} {had} {been} burned

or scorched) just bursting {into} |leaf--evidently
the effect of the fire--for none of their kind

is so forward el sewhere.

This fire ran before the wind which was S. W and

as nearly as | renenber the firs generally at
this season begin on that side--& you need

to be well protected there by a plow ng or raking
away the | eaves. Al so the men shoul d

run ahead of the fire before the wi nd--

nost of them & stop it at sone

cross road by raking away the | eaves &

setting back fires.

Look out for your woodl ots between the tine
when the dust first begins to blowin the streets
& the | eaves are partly grown.

The earliest willows are ap in p. %. forward¥%?®

I find that the signs of the weather in
Theophrastus are repeated by many nore
recent witers--wthout having referred to
himor thro him E.g. by an authority quoted
by Brand in his Pop. Antig.--who evidently
does not know that they are in Theophrastus.

Talking with a farnmer who was
mlking 16 cows in a row the other evening--
an ox near which we stood at the end

of the row-suddenly half lay half fel

There may be sonething witten after this in pencil
t he copy.

but

it

isillegible in
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down-on the hard & filthy fl oor—extending
its legs helplessly to one side in a nmechanica
manner while its {head} was unconfortably
hel d between the stanchions as in a
pillory-- Thus man's fell ow | aborer the ox,
tired with his days work is conpelled
to take his rest, like the nost wetched
slave or culprit-- It was evidently a difficult
experiment each time to lie down at al
wi t hout dislocating his neck--& his neigh-
bors had not roomto try the sane at the
same time.
Wednesday Morn. Ap 4th

Lodged at Sanborn's last night--after his

rescue- - he bei ng away-"
after 2 colder & windy days

It is warnmer--an April-1like morning”

threatening a noist or nore or |ess showery day

whi ch foll owed- -
The birds sing quite nunerously at sunrise

about the villages robins--tree-spars
& met hinks | heard the purple-finch.™

The birds are eager to sing--as the
flowers to bloom-after raw weather
has held themin check--

Ap. 5th

Pm Row to C am Shell & wal k
beyond-- Fair but w ndy & coo

When | stand nore out of the w nd--under
the shelter of the hill beyond C am Shell --where

there is not wind enough to make a noi se

“See Hardi ng, Days, 423-424.

“There is a question mark in the right margin.

11

/1

/1
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on nmy person— | hear or think that

| hear a very faint distant sing of toads

whi ch though I walk & walk all the

pm | never cone nearer to. It is
hard to tell if it is not a ringing in™ ny
ears-- Yet | think it is a solitary & distant

toad called to life by sone warm & sheltered poo
or hill--its note having as it were a chem ca
affinity with the air of the spring-- It nerely
gives a slightly nore ringing or sonorous
sound to the general rustling of inanimte na-
ture-- A sound--nore ringing & articul ate--
nmy ear detects--under & bel ow the noise
of the rippling wind. Thus gradually & noder-
ately the year begins. It creeps into the
ears so gradually that nost do not observe
it--& so our ears are gradually accustoned
to the sound & perchance we do not perceive
it when at length it has beconme very much
| ouder & nore general

It is to be observed that we heard of fires
in the woods--in various towns & nore or
| ess distant--on the sane days that they occ-
urred here--(the last of Mar. & 1st of Ap.)
The newspapers reported nany-- The same cause--
every where produced the sane effect.

Ap 6th
Rainy nore or |ess— April weather

| amstruck by the fact that at this

*The letter “p” is crossed out and “in

is witten above it.
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season all vegetable growth--is
confined to the warm days--during the
cold ones it is stationary or even killed. Vegetation
thus cones forward rather by fits & starts than

some
by a steady progress--many flowers woul d bl ossom
tonmorrow if it were as warm as today- - but
cold weather intervening nay detain them a week
or nore-- The spring thus advances & recedes repeatedly
its pendulumoscillates while it is carried steadily
forward-- Animal life is to its extent
subject to a simlar law- It is in warm&
cal mdays that nost birds arrive--& rep-
tile & insects--& nmen cone forth.

A toad has been seen dead on the side wal k

flattened.
Ap 7th

The purple finch--(if not before)
Pm to Annursnack- -
This is the R hal eci na day--awakeni ng of
t he meadows- -t hough not very warm - The
Thermin Boston today is said to be 49+. Prob

then when it is about 50+ at this season--the

river being low-they are to be heard in cal mpl aces.
Fi shes now |ie up abundantly in shall ow

water--in the sun--pickerel--& 1 see

several bream Wat was lately notionless

& lifeless ice--is a transparent liquid in

which the stately pickerel noves al ong.

A novel sight is that of the 1st

11

11

11

11

/1
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bream -that has cone forth from| know

not what hi bernacul um novi ng gently

over the still brown river bottom-where scarcely

a weed has started. Water

nelted ice--or like that of Nov. which

is ready to becone ice.

As we were ascending the Hll in the road be-

is as yet only

yond Col | ege nmeadow -we saw the dust &c in

the mddle of the road at the top of the hil

t aken
/1

up by a small whirlwind-- Pretty soon

it began to nmove NEasterly through the

bal m of G lead grove--taking up a | arge body

of withered | eaves beneath it,

about

whi ch were whirl ed

with a great rustling--& carried for-

ward with it into the meadow -frighten

sone hens there. And so they went on

gradual | y--or rather one after another

settling to the ground--& | ooking at

al nrost exactly like a flock of small

bi rds

ng

| ast

dashing about in sport--till they were

out of sight 40 or 50 rds off-- These

| eaves

were chiefly only a rod above the ground.

(I noticed sone taken up last spring very high into

the air--) & the dianmeter of the whirl

been a rod nore or | ess.

/1

Early potentilla out how | ong? far side of

Anur snack- -

[/ rainy.

Ap. 8th & 9th & I h-I11th nore or

may have

| ess
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Ap. 10th
many

Cheney el m-sere anthers shed pollen--prob. 7th x

sone are killed. Salix purpurea ap. will not
open for 4 or 5 days-- 2 Pm44+ & E wind
(followed by sone rain still the next day--as usual)
Ap. 11th
Pmto Ciffs.

The hills are now decidedly greened as seen a

mle off--& the road or street sides pretty brightly so.

| have not seen any lingering heel of a snow bank

since April cane in.

Acer rubrum-W side deep cut--sone well out
sonme killed by frost--prob. a day or 2 at |east.
Hazels there are all done--were in their p
met hi nks a week ago--at | east--

The early willow still in p.

S. humlis abundantly out how | ong?

Epi gaea- - abundantly out (--prob. 7th at |east.)

Stows' cold pool 3/4 full of ice.
My Early sedge--which has been out at
Adiffs ap. a few days--(not yet quite generally)--the
hi ghest only 2 inches--is prob. C. unbellata.
Ap 12

Wiite bellied swal |l ows-- El m bud-scal es have
begun to strew the ground. & the trees look richly
in flower. 60+ at 2 pm

Hear a pig. woodpecker's prol onged cackl e.

11
11
/1

/1

11

11

11

11

11

/1

11

11

//
11
/1
11
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/1

Ap. 13th

Pm 1 go up the Assabet to | ook at
the Sweet Gale--which is ap. out at merricks
shore. It is abundantly out at Pi nxter-swanp
--& has been sone tine-- So | think I may say that
the very first opened Ap. 1st (g. V.) XXXX--
This may be not only because the season was
early & warm -but because the water was so | ow -
or would that be favorable?--

PadeHng—past—the—upp At first | had
felt disinclined to make this excursion up
the Assabet--but it distinctly occurred to ne
that perhaps if | come against my will
as it were--to look at the sweet-gale--as a
matter business-- | neet discover sonething
el se interesting--as when | discovered the shell -
drake. As | was paddling past the upper-
nost hem ocks | saw 2 peculiar & plunp
birds near ne on the bank there--which

cow

rem nded nme of the ~ blackbird & of the oriole
at first. | saw at once that they were new
to ne--& guessed that they were cross bills--which

was the case--male & fenmle. The fornmer

was dusky greeni sh (through a gl ass) orange & red

the orange & on head breast & runp. The rest
dark large bil

white-- The female nore of a dusky slate

color & yellow in-stead of orange & red.

They were very busily eating the seeds of

t he henl ock--whose cones were strewn over
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the ground & they were very fearless--allow ng ne
to approach quite near—

VWen | returned this way | | ooked for
them again--& at the |arger hem ocks heard

a peculiar note cheep, cheep, cheep, cheep

in the rhythmof a fish hawk but faster & rather

| oud--& | ooking up saw themfly to the N side

& alight on the top of a swanp white oak--while

| sat in my boat close under the S bank-

But i mmediately they recrossed & went to feeding on

the bank within a rod of me— They were very parrot-
greeni sh & orange &c

like both in color--(esp the male) & in their

manner of feeding--hol ding the hem ock cones

in one claw & rapidly extracting the seeds with their

bills— Thus trying one cone after another very fast.

But they kept their bills a going that near as they

were | did not distinguish the cross--1 should have

| ooked at themin profile. At” last the 2

hopped within 6 feet of me & one within

4 feet--& they were coning still nearer--as if

partly fromcuriosity--though nibbling the cones all the

whil e when ny chain fell down & rattled |oudly

for the wind shook the boat--& they flew off a

rod. |In Bechstein | read that “It frequents

fir & pine woods, but only where there are abundance

of their cones”. It nmay be that the abundance of

white p. cones--last fall had to do with their com ng

here— The henl ock cones--were very abundant too mnethinks

"Ends in a flourish.
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Ap. 14th 60
A strong westerly wind in Am shaking the
' house
2 Pm 44°+ To Easterbrook's

/1 Benzoin not for 2 or 3 days at |east-- Coldfinches

//the 11th & in winter--

Ap 15th
Strong NWwi nd & cold--thin ice
' this am al ong neadow side & lasts all day--
2 Pm Therm 37+-- to Conantum
At Conantum P. pines--hear the first
pi ne warbl er-- Have not heard snipe yet--
' Is it because the neadows havi ng been bare--
have not been thawed?--
See ripples spread fan-li ke over F. H Pond--
' fromlLees diff--as over Ripple Lake
;; Crowf oot abundant--say in p. A cedar under

the diff abundantly out how | ong? sone still not
//out Say 13 x Mouse-ear Ap. X
/1 Turritis about out say 16 x
There is a small early sedge under this diff
(as at base of the 2 hickories) 3 4 to 6 inches high
now abundantly out--prob. as early as the C
[lunbellata of the Aiffs.-- It has 3 & sonetines

4 fertile spikes sessile close below the single
--1t has not dark chestnut scales |ike what | call Pennsylvanica--which I
first noticed
sterile one--Call it C varia.
The 26th at the diffs--& which is the conmonest of the 3.
4 or 5 inches |ong.
/lsonme little ferns already fairly unfolded * those
base
cl ose under the edg of the rocks--ap. Wodsia

ilvensis--?
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t he
See & hear ™ seringo--rather tinme conp--

Wi th song sparrow - Prob. see bayw ng--(surely
the 16th) about walls--
The arbor vitae appears to be nmuch of it effete?

At this season of the year, we are
continually expecting warmer weather than
we have.

Ap. 16th

Rat her war m--

In Pma true April--
rain--dripping & soaking into the earth &
heard on the roof--which continuing
inthe night it is very dark.
This is owing to both the absence of the nmoon &
the presence of the clouds.

| observed yesterday in the cellar of the
ol d Conantum house, a regular frane or "horse"
to rest barrels (of cider vinegar &c) on--

It was prob. nade before the house was built

--being exactly the length of the cellar--2 pieces

of tinber framed together i.e--connected by

cross pieces--& lying on the cellar bottom agai nst

one side--the whole Iength--with concavities

cut inthemto receive the barrels & prevent their

rolling-- There were places for 8 barrels
{drawi ng}

It suggests how nuch nore preparation
was nmade in those days for the storing

of Iiquors.

11
/1

/1

11

/1
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W have at npbst one keg in our cellar

for which such a horse woul d be a conveni ent
pl ace-- Yet in this now renpte & uncovered
cellar hole lies a horse with places for

8 barrels of liquor. It would nmake a topers
nouth water to behold it. You wonder

how t hey got apples & cider mlls a going so
early--say 150 years ago. No doubt

t hey worked hard & sweated a good deal --

& perhaps they required or could bear nore
strong drink than the present generation?
This horse is a fixture--franed with the
house or rather with the cellar--a first

t hought it nust have been--perchance made

by a separate contract--since it comes bel ow

the sills. The barrels & their contents & they who

enptied them-& the house above are al

gone—- & still the scalloped |ogs remain

now i n broad daylight to testify to the exact
nunber of barrels of Iiquor which the forner
occupant but expected to & probably did lay in.
H s grave stone sonewhere tells one sober story
no doubt--& this his barrel horse--tells another
--& the only one that | hear. For 20 & odd
years only the wood ducks & wild mce to

my know edge have occupied this cellar--

Such is the |l owest stick of tinber in an

ol d New Engl and man's house. He dug a

hole six feet into the earth--& |l aid down
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a tinber to hold his cider barrel-- Then he proceeded
to build a house over it--with kitchen & sitting
travellers stories of
& sleeping roons. It rem nds me of A the London
docks--of rows of hogsheads--of bonded |iquors—
Every New Engl and cell ar was once something like it--
It is arelic of old England with her ale.
The first settlers nade preparations to drink a
good deal --& they did not disappoint thensel ves.
Ap 17--

| hear this amthe soothing eht+ & sinple
t hough nmonot onous notes of the chip bird--telling
us better than our thernoneters what degree
of sumer warnth is reached--adds its hunble
but very pleasant contribution to the steadily increasing
quire of the spring. It perches on a cherry tree per-
chance near the house--& unseen, by its steady

che-che-che-che-che che --affecting us often

wi t hout our distinctly hearing it--it bl ends
all the other & previous sounds of the season
together-- It invites us to walk in the yard
& inspect the springing plants
very

The evenings are ~ considerably shortened
we begin to be nmore out of doors--the |ess housed--
Think | ess--stir about nore--are fuller of
affairs--& chores-- Cone in chiefly to eat &to

fl ower

sl eep. The anel anchier ~ buds are con-
spi cuously swolen-- Wllows (S alba) prob

(did not 4 or 5 days ago)
Pmsail to Butt+iks or Bull's Hil

11

11

//
11
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/11t is quite warm 67+ at 2 pm & hazy

//though st+ rather strong & gusty NWwi nd.

W land at the Holt & walk a little

inland-- It is unexpectedly very warm on
top
lea side of hill ~ just laid bare & covered

with dry |l eaves & twigs. See ny first

// Vanessa anti opa- -

Looking off on to the river neadow--1 noticed

as | thought, a stout stake aslant--
3 or or nmore rods off
in the neadow—- ~ sharp at the top & rather

light colored on one side as is often the

case-- Yet at the sane tine it occurred to

nme that a stake driver often resenbl ed a stake

very much--but | thought neverthel ess that

there was no doubt about this being a stake.

I took out ny glass to | ook for ducks--& ny

conpani on seeing what | had & asking if it

was not a stake driver--I

at last to rest onit--&

suffered ny gl ass

was much surprised

//to find that it was a stake driver after all

The bird stood in shall ow water near a tussuck

perfectly still with its long bill pointed up

wards in the same direction with its body &

neck--so as perfectly to resenble a stake asl ant

--1f the bill had made an angle with the

neck it would have been betrayed at once--

Its resource evidently was to rely on its aH form

& immobility

& color ™ solely for its pr conceal nent-- This

was its instinct--whether

it

i mplies any
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conscious artifice or not-- | watched it for 15 m nutes

& at length it relaxed its nmuscles & changed

its attitude & | observed a slight notion--

& soon after when | noved toward it it flew
It resenbled nore a piece of a rail than

anyt hi ng el se--nore than anything that woul d

have been seen here before the white man came.

It is a question whether the bird consciously cooperates

in each instance with its maker who contrived
this conceal nent. | can never believe that this
resenbl ance is a mere coi nci dence--not desi gned
to answer this very end--which it does answer so
perfectly--& usefully.

The neadows are alive with purring frogs.

J. Brown says that he saw martins on his
box on the 13 & 14th & that his son saw them one
the 8th?"™

| notice now & of late holes recently dug--
woodchuck? or fox--

a foot or 2
Lake grass was very long ® & handsone the 15th
Heard a pig. woodpecker on the 16
Ap 18

Cold--& still a strong wind--46+ at 2 Pm

The S. discol or--peels well
al so the aspen (early) has begun to peel X

Mel vin says he has heard sni pe sone days
but think them scarce.

As | go by the side of Staple's new barn on

the Kettle place-- | see that they have just

®There is a half circle underneath this question mark and a slash to the

ri ght side.

11
/11

11

/1

11

/1

/1
/11
11
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11

dug a well on the hill side--& are bricking

it up-- They have dug 24 feet through sand

no stones of any size or consequence in it-- | see
none at all in what was thrown out--

Shoul d say it was pure sand--and have some

4 feet of water in the well-- This is prob.

as low as water in the neadow in front.

It is just as far to water as in Messer's well

east of it--& about as high up the hill.

Thi s whol e range ef—{hi++F appears to be strictly a
sand-hill-- Hunphrey Buttrick--the sports

man was at the bottom bricking up the well--

a Cark who had been nmining lately in California

& who had dug the well, was passing down

brick & nortar to him & Melvin with a

bundl e of apple scions in his hand, was

sitting close by & | ooking over into the well from
tinme to tine.

Melvin said he feared that the water being so
| ow -t he snipes woul d be overtaken by it & their
nests broken up when it rose--that Josh. Haynes™
told himthat he found a a wood cocks nest, &
afterward he sailed over the nest in a boat--&
yet when the water went down the bird went
on & hatched the eggs.

Mel vin has seen a dandelion in bl oom-

Clark has heard a partridge drum
I find that the side hill just be-

| ow the dutch® House is nore | oose & sandy

Josi ah Haynes, Jr.

8There is a stray mark through the “d” which may or may not be a
stri keout —perhaps a capital “D" witten over a | owercase?
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than half a dozen years ago-& | attribute it
& dusting thensel ves
to the hens wallowing in the earth—and al so
pecki ng the grass--& preventing its grow ng.
Ap 19th

Surveying J. B Moores’ Farm

Hear the pied sparrow sing on his dry upland, /1
it being a warm day--& see the small bl ue--
butterfly hewving hovering over the dry | eaves— /1
Toward ni ght--hear a partridge drum /1
You will hear at first a single beat or 2 far apart
& have tine to say there is a partridge--so distinct
and deliberate is it often, before it becones a rapid
roll

Part of the Bedford road in More's swanp
had settled a few days ago so much nore that
the water was six feet inches deep--over it--
When they proceeded to cart on nore sand--&
about the 17th when they had carted on consi derabl e
--half a dozen rods in | ength suddenly sank
before their eyes & only water & nud was seen
where the road had been-- One said that
the water was 6 feet deep over the road. It
certainly was 4 or 5-- The road was laid out
50 feet wide & without this on each side
a broad ditch had been dug--thus-- As | cal-

culate at |least 10 feet
{draw ng} i n thickness of sand have
been placed in this swanp

& the firmmud could not have been | ess than a
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dozen nore— The wei ght of the sand has now
at | ast pressed down the sand & broke through
it--causing the sides to turn up suddenly--
i.e a thickness of 6 feet or nore--to turn indeed
conpl etely over & bottom side up onto the mddle
of the road a part of the way.
The wei ght of
suddenl y8 suddenly
jerked this trenendous wei ght of sand right
back on to the road--bottom up
The eve of the 21st a few rods nore
with the culvert went down so that it
was prob four feet under water--naking
sone 7 or 8 rods in al
Up to about the 17 it had settled gradually--
but then it sank instantly some 5 feet.
This shows that the weight of sand had burst
through the nud--& that therefore there it
nmust have been conparatively |iquid beneath.
Perhaps it was water-- In the deepest part of
which is cultivated
many a seeningly firmswanps ~ --there is an
exceedingly thin & liquid nud--so perhaps water
Here was probably once a pond which was
filled up & grown over--but still a relic
of it survives deep under the nud in the
deepest part--
There are thus the relics of ponds conceal ed

deep under the surface--where they are

81Thoreau writes suddenly twice, but probably neant
i nstance.

“sand”

in the first
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suspect ed

little ~ perchance—-as under cleared & cultivated

swanps--or under roads & cul verts

The 2 walls of the culvert nust have been

10 or 12 feet high of heavy rocks & yet they had

not broken through in all this tine till now

Ap 20th
The Salix purpurea in p.
A warm day-- Now begin to sit

fires nore commpnly--& to wear

coat conmonly

Moore tells me that |ast
in that hollow just up the hi

parcel of snakes half torpid.

began say 18--
wi t hout

but one

fall his men digging sand

| --dug up a

They were both

striped & bl ack--together in a place somewhat

porous he thought where a horse had been buried

once. The nmen killed them &
on the ground

aid them al

inaline & they nmeasured several hundred fee

This seens to be the comon pr
such col |l ections are found--
killed--& stretched out in a

sum of their |engths neasured-

acti ce when
They are at onc
ine & the

-& rel at ed.

It is a warmeve & | hear toads sing

distinctly for the first tine.

C. sees bluets--& sone kind of thrush today

size of wood thrush he thought

prob. hermt.

t

e

T.

11

/1
/1

11
11
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Ap. 22d Row to F. Haven

/1 Therm 56° or 54°+
/1 See shadflies. Scare up woodcock on the
wer e

//shore by ny boat,” the first | had seen. It
was feeding within a couple of rods, but I
{had} seen or thought of it-- Wien | nmade a
| oud & sharp sound driving in my—+ row |l ocks, it
suddenly flew up. It is evident that we
very often come quite near woodcocks & snipe
t hus conceal ed on the ground without starting
them & so w thout suspecting that they are near.
These marsh birds--like the bittern have this
habit of keeping still--& trusting to {their} re-
senbl ance to the ground.
See now henhawks a pair soaring high
/las for pleasure--circling ever further & further
away--as if it were nmd sumer-- The
peculiar flight of a hawk— Thus fetches
the year about-- | do not see it sore in
this serene & | eisurely manner very early in
t he sunmer net hi nks- -
al nost
The early Luzula is ”~ in bloom-mkes a show
//VWth its budded head--& its purplish & downy
sil ky--1eaves— on the warm nmargi n of clam
//shell bank. 2 or 3% dandelions in bl oom
spot the ground there.
Land at Lees Cdiff-- The Cassandra (water-
we found it the 20th

/Ibrush) is well out--howlong? »~ & in one place

//we disturb great clouds of the little fuzzy gnats

82Stray mark.
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that were resting in the bushes--as we push up
the shallow ditch there-- The R fascicularis is
now in p. rather than before--
The col unbine is hardly yet out

| hear that the V. ovata was found the 17th & the 20th
& the bl ood-root in E. Enerson's garden the 20th

J. B. Mbore gave ne sone nineral which
he found being thrown out of drain that was dug between
Knight's factory & his house-- It appears to nme to
be red-lead & quartz--& the lead is quite pure
& marks very well or freely--but is pretty dark.

Ap 24th

The river is only 1/2 inch above sunmer |eve

The neadow {sweet} & hard hack have begun
to | eaf—

Ap 25-- a cold day--so that--the
peopl e you nmeet remark upon--it--yet the
therm is 47+ at 2 Pm W should not have
remarked upon it in March. It is cold for April--
bei ng wi ndy withal.

| fix a stake on the Wside the willows at
ny boats place--the top of which is at sumer
| evel --& is about 10 1/2 inches bel ow the stone

one &

wharf there. The river is ~ 1/4 of an inch above
sunmer | evel today

That Rock NW of the boats place is about
15 inches (the top of it) bel ow suner |eve

Heron rock top (just above the junction

of the rivers) is 13 inches above sunmer |eve

/1
/1
11

/1
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| judge by ny eye that the rock on the N side,

//where the first bridge crossed the river is about

/1

/1

4 inches |ower than the |ast.

M Stewart tells ne that he has found
a gray squirels nest up the Assabet in
a maple tree-- | resolve that | too wll
find it. | do not know within |less than
a quarter of a mle where to | ook--nor
whether it is in a hollow®® tree, or in a
nest of leaves-- | examine the shore first
& find where he landed. | then exanine
the maples in that nei ghborhood to see
what one has been clinbed-- | soon find
one the bark of which has been | ately rubbed
by the boots of a clinber--& | ooking up see
a nest-- It was a |arge nest nade of
maple twigs with a center of leaves lined with
finer--about 20 feet fromthe ground agai nst
the | eading stemof a large red naple.
I noticed no particular entrance--when | put
in my hand from above & felt the young they
uttered a dull croak-1ike squeak--& one
clung fast to ny hand when | took it out through
the leaves & twigs with which it was covered.
It was yet blind--& could not have been many
days old--yet it instinctively clung to ny hand
with its little claws as if it knew that there
was danger of its falling froma height to the

ground which it never saw. The idea of

8The “I”s in “hollow are crossed as “t”s.
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clinging was strongly planted in it. There was
mapl e twi gs
quite a deepth of |oose sticks ~ piled on the top

of the nest. No wonder that they becane
skilful climbers who are born high above
the ground & began their lives in a tree--having
first of all to descend to reach the earth. They
are cradled in a tree top--in Ru; | oose basket,
in helpless infancy, & there slunber when their
not her is away-- No wonder that they are never
made di zzy by high clinbing that were born
inthe top of a tree, & learn to cling fast to the
tree before their eyes are open.

On ny way to the great meadows--|
see boys a-fishing--with perch & breamon their
string--apparently having good luck the river is

so | ow.

The river appears the | ower, because now before

the weeds & grass have grown we can see by the
bare shore of nmud or sand and the rocks how
lowit is. At mdsumrer we m ght imagi ne
wat er at the base of the grass where there was
none.

| hear the greatest concerts of black birds--
red wings & crow. b-birds now a days--esp--
of the fornmer--(also the 22d & 29th)

The maples & willows along the river--& the
button bushes are all alive with them- They
look like a black fruit on the trees--{distribed}

over the top at pretty equal distances--
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It is worth while to see how sHght+y shyly they
hi de at the base of the thick & shaggy
button bushes at this stage of the water--
They will suddenly cease their strains to flit
away & secret thenselves |ow anm d these bushes
till you are past--or you scare up an
unexpectedly large flock fromsuch a place where
you had seen none.

| pass a large quire in full blast on the
oaks &c on the island in the neadow NW of
Peters. Suddenly they are hushed--& | hear
the loud rippling rush nade by their w ngs
as they dash away--& | ooking up | see what
| take to be a sharp-shinned hawk just alighting
on the trees where they were--having failed to catch
one-- They retreat sone 40 rods off to eff anot her
tree--& renew their concert there-- The hawk pl unes
hinself & then flies off rising gradually--&
beginning a circle & soon it joins its mte &
soars with it high in the sky & out of sight--as
if the thought of so terrestrial a thing as a
bl ack-bird had never entered its head.

It appeared to have a plain reddi sh-fawn breast
The size nore than any thing made nme think it a
shar p- shi n.

When | ooking into holes in
tree to find the squirrels nest | found a pout
partly dried with its tail gone in one mapl e about
a foot above the ground. This was probably |eft

there by a mink. Mnot says that being at
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work in his garden once he saw a poeut mi nk
comng up fromthe brook with a pout
in her® mouth--half way a cross his | and--
The m nk observing hi mdroppe her pout & stretched
up her head | ooking warily around--then taking
up the pout again went onward & went under
a rock in the wall by the roadside. He | ooked
there & found the young in their nest--so young
that they were all "red" yet.

Ap 26

Hear the Ruby-crowned wen in the norning near

Geo. Heywood's.

We have had no snow for a long | ong while--
and have about forgotten it. Dr Bartlett
therefore surprises us by telling us that a man
came from Lincoln after himlast night
on the wheel s of whose carrai age was ap an inch

alittle
of snow-for it snowed there”, but not here--

This is connected with the cold weat her of yesterday--

the chilling wind cane froma snow clad county--
as the saying is the cold was in the air &
had got to conme down

To day it is 53+° at 2 pmyet cold Such
a difference is there in our feelings-- Wat we
shoul d have called a warmday in March, is a
cold one at this date in April. It is the
N. W wind nmakes it cold. Qut of the wind it

iswarm It is not, nethinks, the sane air at

rest in one place & in notion in another

wion “

81t looks like there is an “i” witten over the “e”

in her.

11
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but the cold that is brought by the wi nd seens
not to affect sheltered & sunny rooks.

Pmto Ciffs Lowell Meadow -
conptonia X There are now very few | eaves
i ndeed |l eft on the young oaks below the diffs.

Sweet - bri ar - - Thi nbl eberry--& bl ackberry
on warm rocks--1eaf early--

Red mapl es are past p. | have noticed their
handsonme crescents esp over distant swanps--com -
nmonly for sonme 10 days-- At height then say
the 21st-- They are especially handsone when
seen between you & the sun--lit trees.

The sedge on the top of the diff--(beyond the stag hor
sumac--) with a conspicuously dark chestnut
scale—as ap. different fromthat close under
Lee's® hill--which | {caled} varia-- Call this for--
presen. C. Pennsylvanica-- It is not nearly so
early as the last-- | think--not |ong out here

Bot .
The Amel anchier ~ is leafing will ap. bloom

tonorrow or next day. Sweet-fern (that does
not flower) |eafing.

The forward rank sedge of Well neadow
which is so generally eaten (by rabbits or possibly
wood chucks--) cropped close--is allied to
that at Lees Adiff--which is also extensively
{broused} now- | have found it difficult to get
whol e speci nens. Certain tender early
greens are {thus} extensively broused now-in

war m swanp edges--& under cliffs--

8This word may be stricken.
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The bitter cress—the carex varia (?) at Lees— even skunk-
cabbage- -

The Hel | ebore now makes a great garden of
green--under the alders & nmaples there--5 or
6 rods long & a foot or nmore high-- It grows
there before these trees have begun to leaf--while
their nunerous stems serve only to keep break the
wi nd--but not to keep out the sun-- It is
the greatest growth. eof the nost massive-- of
any plants'--now ahead of the cabbage.
Before the earliest tree has begun to leaf it makes

conspi cuous green patches a foot high.

The river is exactly at summer |evel-- /1
Ap 27
Ri ver 5/8 inch bel ow sumrer | evel /1

Pmrow to Conantum

At the stone Bridge the | ower side outer end of the
stone is about 1/4 of an inch above sumer |evel.

| saw yesterday--& see to-day--a small
hawk--whi ch | take to be a pigeon hawk-- /1
%vet hi nks | saw a smal | er hawk—- perhaps sparrow hawk fly or skin
This one skinms | ow al ong over Gindstone Meadow

Y%over the village about the 12t h%
close to the edge of the water--& | see the bl ack-
birds rise hurriedly frmthe button bushes & w Il ows
before him- | am decided by his size (as well
as color) & his low I evel skiming.

river

The ~ neadows are now so dry--that E. Wod is

burni ng the Mant at uket one.

Fishes are rising to the shadflies--prob. because

the river is so | ow
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at C am shel
/1 Luzula a day or 2 x Strawberry well out how | ong?
;;V. ovat as common-- One dandelion white as
/1if going to seed!
Thal i ct rum anenonoi des are abundant
' may be 2 or 3 days at Bl ackberry steep
| see where a robin has been destroyedaaogy a hawk—-
| think that | see these traces chiefly in the spring
& fall. Wiy so? Col unbi ne X--but perhaps
earlier for | hear that it has been plucked here.
| see close under the rocks at Lees sonme new
' pol ypody flatted out.
| stand under Lees Ciff. There is a certain
//gﬁ;;ef{ness in the air now-esp. under a warm
cliff like this--where you snell truyar%ry | eaves—-
smal | gnats {&c}
& hear the pine warbler & the humof a few insects *
& see considerable growh & greenness--
--Though it is still windy, there is neverthel ess
a certain serenity & long-lifeness in the air--as if
it were a habitable place--& not nerely to be hurried
thro' -- The noon of the year is approachi ng—
Nat ur e®® seens neditating a siesta. The hurry
/1 of the duck migration is nethinks over. Fhey
But the woods generally--& at a-- di stance show
no growth yet--
There is a large fire in the woods N. W of
/1 Concor d® just before night-- A colum
of snmoke is blown away first fromS. E--
& as the twilight approaches it becones nore

& nore dun. At first sone doubted if it

%There is a flourish at the end of “e” in “Nature.”

8There may be a period here-or it could just be a stray mark.
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were this side the north river or not--but | saw

but | expected our bells would ring presently.

that Annursnack was this side of it-- ~ One who
had just come down in the cars thought it must
be in Goton--for he had left a fire there--
And the passengers in the evening train from
Boston--said that they began to see the snoke
of it as soon as they left the city! So hard is

sone 700 acres burned-- v Ap. 30
it totell howfar off a great fire isl!

| learn afterward -that it was just this side of Groton Junction in Goton

One S pedicellaris by RR-X--for it is not

all fertile.
Ap 28--60
Pmto Ed. Hoar's Lincoln-- Warm 65+
conmon

The ' S. rostrata on E side RR Yesterday at
least, X S. torreyana a day or 2 longer. These w |l ows
are full of bees & resound with their hum | see
honeybees | aden with large pellets of the peculiar
yell ow pollen of the S rostrata-- Methinks | could tel
when that was in bloomby etching the bees on their
return to the hive-- Here are al so nuch smaller
bees & flies & &c all attracted by these flowers.
As you stand by such a willow in bl oom & resoundi ng
with the hum of bees in a warm afternoon |ike
this you seem nearer to sumer--than el sewhere.

Again | am adverti sed of the approach of a
new season, as yesterday-- The air is not only warner
& stiller--but has nore of meaning or snothered
voice to it--now that the hum of insects begins to
be heard. You seemto have a great compan-

ion with you-- Are reassured, as the scarcely audible

11

/1
11
11
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hum as if it were the noi se of your own

thinking. It is a voice-ful & significant still-
ness--such as precedes a thunder stormor a hurri-
cane-- The boi sterous spring w nds cease to bl ow
--the waves to dash--the mgrating ducks to vex
the air so nuch-- You are sensible of a certain

repose in nature

Sitting on M Msery | see a very large bird of the

hawk fam |y--blackish--with a partly white head
--but no white tail--prob. a fish-hawk--sail ed
qui te near--1looking very |arge--

Large ants at work--how | ong?

Ap 29th 60

River 2 7/8 inches bel ow summer |evel at 6 Am

3+ inches bel ow at ni ght

Peet weet-- | see this above Dodd's & in the
Pm anot her up Assabet-- As if they had come together
fromthe south--those {bound} to this river valley--
for they are not a nunerous bird-- | have in other

i nstances noticed that birds which are not seen

flying in flocks--will yet arrive in a town
generally--in all parts of it the sane day.

We have had but little fire for 2
or 3 weeks past--a few bits of old board
whi ch make a quick blaze--suffice to take
of the chill of your chamber in the norning.
You now?® | ook on heaps of fuel with indifference
wel I husbanded- -

One old plank ~ is, sufficient shield against

the cold that is to cone.

8|t | ooks |like Thoreau has scratched (or blotted) out a “k” at the beginning

of “now.”
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The frost nmelting at 6 amwets nmy feet--
It is alnmobst a dew then
The only change in the distant forest is the red
crescents {to} the red maples of |ate.

| see the Downy tall anenpbne heads yet--

& in sone cases--the cotton which remins

is entirely free of seed as is very prettily

recurved--to the formof a fools cap or sharp

cone {drawi ng} You could not do it with your fingers.

Pm up Assabet.

The earliest aspen is just bursting into
bl oom but none is quite flatted out.

| listen to a concert of red wings--their rich
sprayey notes--amd which a few nore liquid &
deep in a |l ower tone or under tone, as if bubbled
up fromthe very water beneath the button-bushes
--as if those singers set |lower. Sone old & skil-

ful perfornmer touches these deep & liquid notes

& the rest seemto get up a concert just to encourage

him Yet it is ever a prelude or essay with him-

as are all good things--and the nelody he is
capabl e of & which we did not hear this tine is

what we remenber-- The future will draw himout.

The dif. individuals sit singing & plunmng them
selves & not appearing to have any conversation

wi th one another. They are only tuning--all at
once--they never seriously perform-the hour has not

arrived. Then all go off with a hurried &

/1

11
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per haps al armed tchuck tchuck.

A clamlies up—

| stepped ashore behind Pritchards to exam ne

a dead sand turtle--& when | had done

& turned round toward ny boat again--behold

it was half way across the river, blown by the

S. Wwind. The wind had risen after

| | anded--& per-

haps | have given it a slight inpluse with ny

foot when | landed. It |odged agai nst a

clump of willows on the other side--, &I was

conpelled to return upstreamto borrow

a nother boat to get it with. Wen

borrowed a boat | canme near naking

I had

the m stake of sinply crossing the stream

at once & running down the opposite shore—

as if | could release ny own boat & return

on the sane side to the borrowed one-

return that-& so have got over ny diffi-
| had to pause a nonent & cypher it out in nmy mnd--

culties--

| ar ge snappi ng
It was remarkable how rapidly this ~ turtle

which was killed last fall had decayed- -

There very little indeed of offensive odor about

it-- The shells contained only skin & bone

now - & the prevailing odor was a peculiarly

salt one--like strong dry salt fish--

snal |
But a ® dead dog of ap. the sane

age near by was nuch nore offensive--

I have noticed before that turtles & snakes

are deconposed rapidly--perhaps it

is so with
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all reptiles.
It was renarkabl e what a bar the river had becomne
to ne being between nme and ny boat--how conpar a-
tively helpless | was. | have rarely |looked at it in that
light. There was no way but to row quite down to ny
boat--bring it over to this side--row back with
t he borrowed boat--& return on the bank to ny
own. It rem nded ne of the man crossing the
bridge with a fox a goose & a peck of corn.
By the tinme | got under weigh again the after-
noon was too far spent for a | ong excursion
The turtles scales were nore than half
of themoff--& its bony frane work | oosened--&
the very bones of its head seened sonewhat decayed.
The river being very low |l notice up the
Assabet - - where the nuddy shore has been
probed either by a peet weet (do they feed
t hus) or a woodcock or snipe--! aminclined
to think the peet{weet} for | see them along the
river just arrived-- Ac to this, this bird is so con-
fined in its range that perhaps |I could tell if
it had conme by finding its track on the nud
or sand.
When | examine a flat sandy shore on which
the ripples now break—1 find the tracks of
many little animals that have |lately passed
along it--close to the waters edge--sone
i ndeed have cone out of the water--& gone

into it again. Mnks squirrels--& birds
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They it is that wal k these inland strands--
The noi st sand & nmud which the water has but
just ceased to dash over—bears retains the
nost delicate inpressions-- It is the same with al
our rivers-- | have noticed it on the sandy shore
of the broad Merrimack--many little inhabitants
of the wood & of the water have wal ked there, though
probably you will not see one-- They nmke
tracks for the geol ogists.
I now actually see one snall-looking--rusty
or brown-bl ack nmink scranble al ong the
nmuddy shore--& enter a hole in the bank
| see swarms of water bugs at rest
in still bays under the willows & button-
bushes--but when | approach near they begin
to gyrate rapidly--& this evidently is their
resource to avoid capture.
On the W side, just at the bend of the river
by Dove Rock, where the ripples have caused
the sandy strand to wave--& nade a
per pendi cul ar cliff an inch high--1 notice
ri sing above the sand & waving in the water
what | ook at first Iike stubble of rye--
or pipes-- Wth ny finger | dig sonme up
2 or 3 inches long & half in the sand-- They
| ook even |ike earth worns coated with sand
--are hollow cylinders of sand--& have
a certain toughness, breaki ng when drawn

apart just as if there was a skin to
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them - They are both sinple--nore or |ess
upright--flexible & waving--& al so are
branched sonetines {drawi ng} | bring sone hone
which dried & half flattened | ook just
i ke dead fish-wornms that have fallen in
the sand. Wien | place a piece in the palm
of my hand & rub it with ny finger--it is
reduced at once to pure sand--& there is no
vestige of a skin. The man of the
aquariumtells me after this that he
finds exactly simlar things by the salt water--
with worms in them
| detect a new water plant--
which | nmust have often seen before--& confounded
ranuncul uses
with the ~ utricularias & potonpgetons-- It appears

to be the Najas flexilis--said to bl ossom

in July & August--nuch of it is covered
with a whitish nmealy | ooking substance.
It forms dense beds on the bottomin nuddy
pl aces--eg--Wside just above sawed napl e.
| see its buds plainly now -
Ap 30-- Cattle begin to go up
country--& every week day esp. Mondays--to this
% 14 thereafter fewk
time Moy 7 N at |least--the greatest droves
today-- Methinks they will find slender picking
up there for a while-- Now nmany a farner's
boy makes his first journey--& sees sonething

to tell of--makes acquai ntance with those

hills which are mere blue warts in his horizon

/1

/1
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finds themsolid & terra firma after all--&
i nhabi ted by herdsnen--partially befenced

& nmeasurabl e by the acre--with coo

springs where you may quench your thirst
after a dusty day’s wal k.

Surveyi ng Emerson's wood-lot to
see how nmuch was burned near the
end of March—1 find that what |
anticipated is exactly true--that the
fire did not burn hard on the northern

bei ng there
sl opes-- where there was frost in the ground--
say at angle of 45°
& where the bank was very steep-”-which
was the case with nmore than 1/4 of an
acre it did not run down at all--though
no man hindered it.

That fire in the woods in Groton on the 27th
--which was seen so far--so very dun & extensive
t he snmoke--so that you | ooked to see the flames too-—
proves what slight burnings it is conparatively
that we commonly see nmaking those cloud |ike
or bl uish snokes in the horizon--& also
how very far off they may often be-- Those
whi ti sh columms of snoke which we see from
the hills--& count so nany of at once are
probably often 50 or 60 nmiles off or nore-—-
| can now believe what | have read of
a traveller nmaking such a signal on the slope

of the Rocky Ms a hundred mles off--to

save coning back to his party.
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Yet strange to say— 1 did not see the
snoke of the still larger fire between Concord
& Acton in March--at all--1 being in
Lincoln & out doors all the tinme--
This Goton fire--did not seem nmuch further off
than a fire in Wal den woods--& as | believe
& hear--in each town the inhabitants supposed
it to be in the outskirts of their own township.

May 1st
ot at oe

Pl ant potatoes-- The very nidst of early p”. planting

| now as usual turn up numerous
yel | ow dawbugs--which are as yet a very pale
yel | ow - not havi ng been exposed to the light
Al so those great white potato worns

The sugar mapl e keys (or buds) hang down
1 inch quite

Ed. {Emersons} snails (the sinplest kind) spawned
Mar 28-- | see young now as big as the head
of a pin

The stones in his aquariumare covered with
very mnute green polypuses {drawi ng} sone of them
budded {draw ng} The incipient ones are like a
fine forest {drawi ng} You can only see them
agai nst a strong |ight.

May 2d

Ri ver 3 5/16 bel ow summer | eve

11

/1

11
/1

11
11

/1

11
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| observed on the 29th--that the clans
had not only been noving nuch, furrow ng
the sandy bottom near the shore--but generally
--or alnost invariably had noved toward
the mddle of the river. Perhaps it had
sonme thing to do with the | ow stage of the
water-- | saw one naking his way--or perhaps
it had rested since norning--over that
sawdust bar just below Turtle Bar--toward
the river--the surface of the bar being an inch
or 2 higher than the water-- Prob. the water
falling left it thus on dry (nmoist) |and.

| notice this forenoon (11 1/2 Anm

white

remarkably round-tipped ~ clouds--j ust
like round topped hills {draw ng}
on all sides of the sky--often a range
of such {draw ng}
such as | do not renenber to have seen
before-- There was consi derabl e w nd
on the surface fromthe NE--& the above
cl ouds were noving W& SW-a
general | y-di stributed cumul us.

VWhat added to the remarkabl e ness of the
sight--was a very fine fleecy scirrhus--

i ke snmoke
--narrow but of indefinite |length driving
swiftly Eastward beneath the former--
proving that there were 3 currents of air

one above the other--

(The sane form of cloud prevailed to sone extent
t he next day)
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salix al ba ap. yesterday X
The early potentillas are now quite abundant
Pmto Stone heaps & Stone Bridge.
Since (perhaps) the niddle of Ap. we have
had much easterly (NE chiefly) wind & yet no
rain--though this wind surely fails to bring rain
in March. (The sane is true till 9th of My at
| east--, ie inspite of E winds--there is no rain--)
I find no stone heaps made yet—-

the water being very--low- (& but since--My

8th--1 notice them & perhaps | overl ooked them before)

| notice on the E bank by the stone heaps
am d the bushes what | supposed to be N wood-
chucks holes--with a well worn path from
cl ose
one to the other--& the young trees ~ about them
aspen & bl ack cherry had been gnawed for
a foot or nmore upward for a year or 2
-- There were sonme fresh wounds--& al so old
of |ast year
& extensive scars ~ partially heal ed.

The naked vib. is leafing

The sedge--ap C. Pensyl vani ca has now

been out on | ow ground and beyond
A crowd of nen seenms to generate vermn
even of the human kind-- In great towns there
i s degradati on undreaned of el sewhere--ganblers
dog-killers--rag-pickers-- Sone |ive by robbery
or by luck. There was the Concord Muster (of | ast
wel | dressed

Sep.) | see still a »~ man carefully & nmethodically

searching for noney on the Muster field far off

~ ~
~ ~

11

11
/1
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across the river-- | turn my glass upon him

& notice how he proceeds-- (I

there in the fall till

saw t hem sear chi ng

t he snow cane) He

wal ks regularly & slowly back & forth over the

This marked by the straw

ground where the soldiers had their tents”--wth

his head prone--& poking in the straw with

a stick--now & then turning back or aside to ex-

am ne sonething nore cl osel y--

He is dressed

nmet hi nks better than an average man whom

you neet in the streets.

pay for his board thus?

How can he

He dreans of finding

a few coppers or perchance a half di ne which

have fallen fromthe sol diers pockets--&

no doubt he will find sonething of the kind, having

dreaned of it. having knocked,

be opened to him

this door wll

Wal ki ng over the russet interval | see the
//first red-w nged grass-hoppers-- They rise
fromthe still brown sod before ne & I

/1

/1

see the redness of their wings as they fly.

They are quite shy--& hardly |et

ne cone

within 10 feet before they rise again--often

before I have seen themfairly on the ground.

It was 63+° at 2 Pm & yet a good

deal of coolness in the wind--so that | can

scarcely find a confortable seat-- (Yet a

week later--with thermat 60+ & but little

wi nd--it seems nuch warner.)

We have had cool

ni ghts of

| at e
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May 3d to Canbridge

& Bost on

| see at the Aquariummany of my little

striped or barred breans--now | abel | ed

Bryttus Obesus-- Compared with the comon--they

have rounded tails {draw ng} |arger dorsal &

anal fins & are fuller or heavier forward--

| observe that they incline to stand on their heads

nor e- -

The proprietor said that sone little fishes

with a very distinct black hair along the sides

1 1/2 to 2 inches long™--which I should have

cal l ed brook mi nnows--wet Agassi z was

confident were young suckers--but M

Put nam t hought that they were the--i.e. ny brook m nnow -

| observe that a |euciscus (prob. pulchellus

if not argenteus) 5 inches |ong al so has

a broad wing along the side but not nearly

so dark.

He shows nme the Eudora (water plant)

whi ch he has not seen E of the Connecticut.

May 4t h

River 3 1/4 in below S L Scales of turtles

are com ng off

(Paint. turtle) Quite a warm day

70+ at 6 Pm Currant out a day or 2 at | east

& our 1st gooseberry a day |ater

Pmto G eat Meadows by boat

| see Haynes with a large string of pickere

& he says that

he caught a | arger yesterday--
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There were none of the brook pickerel in this

string-- He goes every day--& has good | uck--

It nmust be because the river is so | ow

Fi shi

ng then has fairly comrenced--It is never

any better pickerel fishing than now - He

has caught three good sized trout in

the r

iver within a day{--}one would

weigh 1 1/2 I bs. One above the RR bridge

--1 off Abner Buttrick's Saw M| | Brook

He® has caught themin the river before

but very rarely-- He caught them as he

was f

i shing for pickerel-- This too nay be

because the river is low & it is early in the

season-- He says that he uses the

rana

wil |

hal eci na for bait--that a pickere
spit out the yellow | egged one.

Wal ki ng over the river meadows--to exam ne

the pools & see how nmuch dried up they

ar e- -

| notice, as usual --the track

of the nusquash, sone 5 inches w de

al ways- - al ways exactly in the | owest part

of the nuddy holl ows connecting one poo

with

anot her--winding as they wind, as if loath

to raise itself above the | owest nud--

At fi

goes

rst he swamthere--& now as the water

down t++H he +s—teft+ follows it steadily &

at length travels on the bare nud but as

low & close to the water as he can get.

futur

Thus he first traces the channel of the

e brook & river & deepens it

89 He”

| ooks as though it may be stricken
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by dragging his belly along it. He lays out & engineers

its road-- As our roads are said to follow the
trail of the cow-so rivers in another period
follow the trail of the nusquash

They are perfect rats to | ook at and sw m f ast
agai nst the stream Wen | amtal king on a high
bank | often see one swi nmming along within half
a dozen rods--& |l and openly--as if regardl ess of
us. Prob. being under water at first he did not
hear wus.

When the [ oconotive was first introduced into
Concord--the cows & horses ran in terror to
ot her sides of the pastures as it passed al ong--
and | suppose that the fishes in the river
mani f ested equal alarmat first, but
| notice (today--the 11th May) that a pickere
by Derby's bridge--poised in a snmooth bay- -
did not stir perceptibly--when the train
passed over the nei ghboring brotg bridge & the
| oconotive screaned remarkably | oud. The
fi shes have no doubt got used to the sound.

| see a bull-frog under water.
Land at the first angle of the {Holt}--
Looki ng across the Peninsul a--toward Balls
H1l--1 amstruck by the bright blue of the
river (a deeper blue than the sky) contrasting
with the fresh yell ow green of the meadow
(ie of coarse sedges just starting) & between them

a darker or greener green next the edge

11
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of the river--esp. where that small sand bar island

is--the green of that early rank river grass
This is the first painting or coloring in the
neadows. These several colors are as it were
daubed on--as on china ware--or as dis-
tinct & sinple as a child's painted. | am
struck by the anmpbunt & variety of color--after
so rmuch brown.

As | stood there | heard a steaty thunp-
ing sound--which | referred to Peter's
3/4 of a nmle off over the neadow - But
it was a pigeon woodpecker excavating its
nest within a maple within a rod of ne
Though | had just |anded & nade a noi se
with ny boat he was too busy to hear ne--
but now he hears ny tread & I see him
put out his head & then withdraw it warily
& keep still--while |I stay there.

Pipes (Eq. linmpbsum are now generally
3 to 7 inches high--but so brown as yet
that | mistook themat a little distance for
a dead brown stubble amid the green of
springing sede--& not a fresh growh at all.
They are at last a very dark green still--if

| renmenber.

The river is very lowbut | find that the

meadows t hough bare are not very dry
pretty
except for the season--& | am”™ sure that

within 2 or 3 years wh & at this season--
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| have seen the pools on the neadows drier--
when there was nore water in the river—
The G eat Meadows are wet to wal k over
after all--& the great pools on themare

r at her unappr oachabl e--even in india rubber

boots-- Apparently it is inpossible for the neadows
to be so dry at this season--however |ow the
river may be--as they nay be at mdsunmer & |ater--
Their own springs are fuller now.

A nuphar advena in one of these pools what
you may call out--for it is rather stale--
t hough no pollen is shed.

VWhat little water there is amd the pipes & sedge
is fitted & swarmng with ap--the larva of
some insect perhaps ephenerae-- They keep up
an undul ating notion & have nany feathery fringes on the
si des.

| observe fishes close in shore--active & rippling the
wat er when not scared as if breeding--often their
back fins out.

The sun sets red--shorn of its beans

Those little silvery beetles in Ed. Emerson's
aquari um that dash about--are evidently
t he notonecta or water boatmen-- | believe
there is a larger & sonewhat simlar beetle
whi ch does not swmon its back called dytiscus

M ssouri currant out how | ong?

11

/1

/1

11

/11
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May 5t h
hal f green half brown
Cobwebs on the grass ~ this Amcertainly
/1
not |ong--perhaps this the first tine
/& dews My single thick coat too nuch
wi nd SE
2 Pm 76+° warm & hazy (&
/1 war m
yesterday "~ also) A fresher & cool er breeze
i s agreeable now - The wi nd becones a
breeze at this season.
/1 The yell owi sh (or common) wi nged grass hoppers
are quite common now - hopping & flying before
//me. Viola blanda how | ong?
/1 Clans |lie up abundantly
Bl uets have spotted the fields for 2 or 3
/1
days--mngled with the reddish |uzul a--
as in Conants field N of Hol den Wod--toward
the brook-- They fill the air with a sweet &
i nnocent fragrance--at a few rods distance
(I have not worn nmy outside coat
nor | think had any fire in ny chanber
/lsince the eutside 19th of April--& nowit is the
Latterly have sat with the w ndow open--even at eveni ng®
13th of May)
Anenpne & Thal i ct rum anenonoi des--are of inp.
about the 10th of May-- The fornmer abounds in

the thin young wood behind Lees Ciff.

/1 Tent caterpillar nest 1 1/2 inches over
/1 Di cksonia fern up 6 inches in a warm pl ace
/1 Yel l ow butterflies. Veronica serpylli-

//folia say yesterday X

There are sone dense beds of houstonia

in the yard of the A d Conantum house.

”

©There is a line from®“is” curving down to “13th of My.”
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Sonme parts

of them show of a distinctly

bl uer shade 2 rods off-- They are nobst

i nteresting now before many other flowers

are out--the grass high— & they have

|l ost their

freshness-- | sit down by one

dense bed of themto examne it. It is about

3 feet

long & 2 or nore wide-- The flowers

not only crowd one another--but are are in

severa

tiers one above another--& conpletely

hi de the ground--a mass of white-- Counting

those in a small

pl ace—-1 find that there are

about 3000 flowers in a square foot.

They are al

turned a little toward the sun

& emt a refreshing odor. Here is a

| unberi ng bunbl e bee--probing these

tiny flowers. It

is a rather |udicrous sight.

O course they will not support him-except

alittle where they are densest--so he bends

them down rapidly (hauling themin with in aras

arns as it were) one after another--thrust-

ing his beak into the tube of each. It takes

hi m but a nonment to despatch one. It is

a singular sight a bunbl e-bee cl anber -

ing over a bed of these delicate flowers

There are various other bees about them

See at Lees a Pewee (phoebe) building

she has just woven in or laid on the edge

a fresh sprig of saxifrage in flower. | {notice}

t hat

Phoebes wi | |

build in the same recess

11

11
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inacli

ff year after year-- It is a constant

thi ng here--though they are often disturbed.

Thi nk how many pewees nust have built

under the eaves of this cliff--since

pewees were created & this cliff itself built!!

You can

possibly find the crunbling relics

of how many! |f you should | ook carefully

enough.
out that

But how

It takes us — nany years to find
nature repeats herself annually--

perfectly regular & cal cul able al

her phenonmena nust appear to a nind

t hat has observed her for a thousand years!

Vernal grass X at this cliff. (comopn at

Danon' s

Spring the 12th)

The margi nal shield fern is one foot high here.

Anel anchier Bot. flower in p

Have seen no ducks for a week or nore

Gnawel sone tine. Vac.® Pennsyl vanica

/1flowers agai nst rocks--not |ong.

Iy

/1

/1

Sun goes down red. Hear of Bear-berry wel

out the

29th of April at diffs & then prob. sone days.

The peepers & toads are in full bl ast

at ni ght

May 6th ' 60

River 3 1/4 inches bel ow summer |evel. Wiy is

it only

(Ap. 29)
dr ought

3/18 of an inch lower than | ast Sunday?
for we are in the mdst of a remarkable

& | think that if there had been

any rain within a week near the sources of the

river |

shoul d have heard of it. Is it that

The “V

| ooks as though it may be witten over a “C.”
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t hese innumerabl e sources of the river which
the springs in the neadows are--are able

to keep up the supply--? The river had been
falling steadily a good while before--why then
has it not fallen nore the past week?

The dog's tooth violet was sent from Canbridge
in flower-- My 1st--

2 Pmto 2d Division

74°+ wind SE & Hazy
A gold-finch ap. not quite in sumrer dress--
with a dark brown--not black front
See a song-spar's nest with 4 eggs--in the
side of a bank or rather ditch-- | comonly find the
earliest ones in such sheltered & conceal ed pl aces-- What
did they do before the white man cane here with
his ditches s stone-walls? (Methinks by the 13th |
hear the bay-w ng sing the oftenest)

As | go down the warm sandy path in the gully be-
hind J. P. Browns | see quite a nunber of viola pe-
dat as-- | ndigo weed shoots 6 inches high--a prenanthes
| eaf 8 inches high--& 2 | eaved sol. seal pushing
up--all signs of warmweather. As the |eaves are
putting forth on the trees so now a great
many herbaceous plants are springing up
in the woods & fi el ds.

There is a peculiar stillness associated with
t he warmnt h--which the cackling of a hen
only serves to deepen--increasing the sabbath feeling.

In the Maj or Heywood Path see many

/1

/1
/1

11

11
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/lrather small (or mid-sized) blackish butter-

/1flies— The luzula canpestris is ap. in p.
wel |
/1 Oryzopsis grass ” out how | ong?

Now at | ast we seek the shade these days--

11

as the nost grateful-- Sit under the pines near

the Stone gui de post on the Marl boro Road,
The note of the pine warbler which sounded so
warmin March--sounds equally cool now.

The 2d Division rush is not yet out-- It
/1

is the greatest growh of what you may call the

grass kind as yet-- The reddish tops (above the now

say 16 inches high
green)--trenbling in the wind, very agreeably-

The dark beds of the white ranuncul us

in the 2d Division brook--are very interesting--the
whiti sh stens seen am d & behind the dark brown ”~ | eaves

The white throated sparrow & prob. the 28th of Ap.

/1

old

//the | arge osmunda ferns say 1 foot high--sone of

them- Also a little brake 1 foot high

/! Hear prob. a yellowthroated vireo in the woods

/la creeper (black & white) yesterday.
Sit on the steep N bank of White pond.

The Am Botryapiumin flower--now spots the
on the SE side

brown sproutland hill side ™ across the pond--very in-

terestingly though it nakes but a faint inpression

of color-- | see its pink distinctly a quarter of a mle

off-- It is seen now in sproutlands half a dozen

years ol d--when the oak | eaves have just about

all fallen except a fewwhite o. (It is in
/1 p. about the 8th) Ohers are seen directly

under the bank on which we sit--on this side,

white agai nst the blue water.

very
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Many at this di stance would not notice those
shadbush flowers on the hill side--or nistake them
for whitish rocks-- They are the nore interesting for
com ng thus between the fall of the oak | eaves--

& the expandi ng of other shrubs & trees-- Sone of the
| arger near at hand are very |light & el egant

The white fingered flower of the sproutlands
masses of white bl oonmt— " In sproutlands--having
probably the start--or preeninence over the other
sprouts--from not being conﬂ;ﬂ]yaulcut down with
the other trees & shrubs--they are as high or higher
than any of themfor 5 or 6 years--& they are so
early that they feel the alnost the full in-
fluence of the sun even amd full grown deci duous
trees which have not |eafed while they are con-
siderably sheltered fromthe wind by them

There is so fine a ripple on Wiite pond--that
it amounts to a mere inbrication--very regular--

The song of the robin
{draw ng} heard at 4 1/2 pm -
this still & hazy day--sounds
al ready vespertinal. maple keys 1 1/2 inch |ong
M sts these nornings--

Qur 2d shadbush out--how long? It is generally

just beginning in the woods.

My chanber is {oppresively} warmin the evening.
May 7th 60

Ri ver 1/8 inch | ower than yesterday

chimey swal low- Cat bird sings

Hear the white-throat sparrows--peabody note in gardens

/1

/1
/1

11
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/1 Qur pear X Canada plumin full bloom or

/1 say in p.
Al 'so common plumin full bloonf

/1 It is very hazy as yesterday--& | smell snoke

+H Pmto Assabet Stone bridge--

Find in the road beyond the Weel er
Cottages--a little round evidently | ast years
painted turtle--has no yell ow spots--but already
little red spots on the edges of the sides. The

or pinkish

sternum a sort of orange " --red--

This warm weat her | see many new beetl es & other

/1
i nsects Ri bes florida by bridge(flower) X
/1
Cultivated cherry flowered yesterday at |east,
/1

/I not yet ours. nyrtle-bird

ol d
Met ~ M Conant with his eye & half the

side of his face black & blue--Io0king very badly--
He said he had been jerked down on to the Barn
floor by a calf sone 3 weeks old which he
was trying to lead. The strength of calves is re-
mar kabl e-- | saw one who had sone difficulty
in pulling along a calf not a week ol d.
Wth their 4 feet they have a good hold on
the earth. The | ast one was sucking a cow that
had sore teats & every tinme the—eo it bunted
the cow ki cked energetically raking the
calfs head & | egs--but he stood cl ose agai nst
the cows belly--& never budged in spite of
all her kicks--though a man woul d have
junmped out of the way. Wio taught the calf
to bunt?
| saw bluets whitening the field yesterday a

quarter of a nmile off-- They are to the sere brown
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grass what the shad bush is now to the brown &
bare sproutlands or young woods.

VWhen pl anting potatoes the other day
| found snall ones that had been left in the
ground- - perfectly sound!

May 8th A cl oudy day--

The smal | --pewee how | ong-- The ni ght warblers
note-- River 4 7/8 inch below S. L.
St one- heaps how | ong?

| see a woodchuck in the mddle of the field at Assa-
bet bath. He is a {brash} heavy fellow with a bl ack
tip to his tail poking about al nbst on his belly--where
there is but little greenness yet--with a great heavy

head. He is very wary--every mnute pausing &

rai sing his head--& sonetines sitting erect & | ooking around.

--He is evidently nibbling some green thing--my be
clover. He runs at last with an undul ati ng notion
jerking his lunmbering body al ong--& then stops when
near a hole. But on the whole he runs & stops &
| ooks round very nuch like a cat in the fields.

The cinque-foil is closed in a cloudy day--
& when the sun shines it is turned toward it--

The sinple peep peep of the peetweet

as it flies away fromthe shore before ne sounds
hol | ow & rather mournful reninding nme

of the sea-shore & its wecks. & when | snell
the fresh odor of our marshes--the resenbl ance

i s increased.

How t he marsh hawk circles or skins | ow

175



10
11
12
13
14
15

round & round over a particul ar

where perhaps it

pl ace in a meadow

has seen a frog--&then screan ng

once or twice--& then alight on a fence post!

How it crosses the causeway between the

wWillows--at a gap in them-with which it is

fam liar--as a hen knows a hole in a fence.

| lately saw one flying over the road near

our house.

at the rock--& enter

| see a grey squirrel asce

nd the dead aspen

a hole sone 18 ft up it--

Just below this a crack is stuffed with with | eaves

whi ch project--prob. it has a nest within &

has f

illed up this crack.

Now that the river is so | ow-the bared bank--

often within the button bushes--is seen to be covered

with that fine short always green el eocharis acicularis?

/1

/1t oday

/1
/1

C. has seen a brown thrasher & a republican swall ow

i nch

May 9th-- River 5 3/4 bel ow SL.

I think | heard a bobolink? this am

A Swan boy brought ne what

| take to be a very

red--Rana syl vatica caught on the | eaves the 6th--

Have
/1
& no

/1

/1
in p.

[mill

/1
/1

had no fire for nore than a fortnight

great coat since Ap. 19th

Fir bal sam bl oom X

Sugar mapl e- bl ossons are now a tender yell ow

say 11th

Thousands of Dandelions a
brook behind R W E. in p.
Pmto Flints pond

It is a still cloudy thoug

Oven-bird preb. how | ong?

ong the neadow by the
by the 18th are rmuch conceal ed by grass
say 10th

ht ful day- -
I n Ebby Hubbards wood
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| clinb to a hole in a dead white pine a dozen

feet up--& see by the gray fur about the edge

of the hole that it {prob.} has been used by the gray

squirrel. Maryland yel -throat.

We sit by the shore of goose pond. The tapping of

a woodpecker sounds distinct & hollowthis still cloudy

day--as not before for a long time--& so do the notes

of birds--as if heard against a back ground for

arelief--eg. the cackle of the pig. woodpecker--

the note of the jay

N the scratching in the dry | eaves of 3 or 4 chew nks

near us (for they are not shy) about the pond under

t he bl ueberry bushes-- The water is snpoth

After sitting there a little while | count the noses of

within a couple of rods

20 frogs ™ which have ventured to come to the surface

again--so quietly that | did not see one cone

up. At the foxhole by Britton's hol | ow

there are sone 3 cart buck | oads of sand

cast out.

That |arge pine-tree noss that makes

beds on the ground now fruiting when I

brush

my hand over its fruit is surprisingly stiff & elastic

li ke wires.

Yel. lily pads--began to spread out on sone pool s--

but hardly yet on the river--say 10" on river--

Col den robi n.

The wall by the road at the bars N of Cyrus Smith's

chestnut grove is very firmy {boung} together by the

rhus toxi codendron which has over run it--for 20 feet

inlength. Wuld it not be worth the while to

en-courage its growh for this purpose,

if you are not

11

11
/1
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afraid of being poisoned? It runs up by rathe smal
root like stens which cling close & flat to
the wall--& which intertwine & seemto take

as fromthe ground
a new start fromthe top of the wall ~ where
the stenms are generally |onger than bel ow-so
that it is in fact a row of this rhus grow ng on
the top of the wall to some 3 or 4 feet above it—
& by its roots stens binding the stones very firmy
together. How rmuch better this than sods on

a wall.

C. stricta
O that early sedge in Everets nmeadow -the

//topnost spikes are already effete--say a week then.

11
/1

/1

/1

/1

11

| see a 2d anel anchier with a distinct
pi nk or rosaceous tinge |like an apple bl ossom

el m seed has begun to fal

Cattle going up country for 10 days past--(yes &
the 14th)

You nmust keep your gate shut
May 10th 60

River 6 1/8 inches bel ow sumer Level --

Thermat 2 Pm 71+

The winds died away with Apri

In the mdst of a remarkabl e drought--

gr eat
Hear of ~ fires in the woods up country the past
week. It is so dry. Some farmers plowed around

their houses to save them

Pmto Batenman's Pond.

S. Alba flower in p. & resounding with the hum of

bees on it. Ther{e} sweet fragrance fills the air
for a long distance-- How nmuch the planting

of this willow -adds to the greenness & cheer-
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ful ness of our |andscape at this season

As | stand on the Hunt's Bridge— | noti

ce

t he now conparatively dark green of the Canary

grass Phalaris the coarse grass vigorously

spring up on the nuddy islands & edges—

--the glaucous green of Carex stricta tufts--

& the light yellowi sh green of the very coarse sedges

of the neadow.

Goi ng over the hill behind S. Brown's when we

cross the triangul ar space between the road beyond

t he punp-makers--1 see countless little heaps of

t he

sand |like small ant-hills--but |ooking nore closely

saw by the size of the holes (a little less than 1/4 of an

inch) & the conparative irregularity of the heaps--as

if the sand had been brought forth & dropt in

gquantity at once--attracted ny attention--& |

great er

f ound

they were the work of bees. The bees were hovering

| ow over the surface--& were continually entering &

rising fromthe holes. They were about the size of

a honey bee--bl ack bodied--w th% |

t hought yel | ow

thighs--if it was not pollen. Many of the hol es ap-

peared to have been freshly stopped up w th granul es

of nmoist sand. These hol es were nade cl ose together
with very little grass on it
in the dry & sandy soil there ™ sloping toward the

triangul ar

west - - bet ween the roads--& covered a * space sone 7 rds

by 3 | counted 24 in a square foot-- There

have been sone 25000 of these nests in all

nmust

The surface

was yellowed with them Evidently a kind of nining bee

| see in roadside hard sward by the brook beyond

2There is a flourish at the end of

“Wwth.”

11
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a sedge darker than the stricta--& not in tufts--
/lquite short--is it the S C. vulgaris-- Its |eading

spi kes are effete.

/1 Evergreen forest note

very
/1 Sone ~ young oaks, white o & in woods begin to | eap
/1 Hear the first cricket.

The red-maples fruiting now, are in the
/1
brick-red state
heard

| saw yesterday--one or 2 warblers--one's note was

in rhythmlike a very feeble field sparrow-was it

was it not the Particolored warbler--with bluish head & yel |l ow beneat h- - but

?//the red-start? Prob. 1 or 2 strange warbl ers now.

not the screeper

but note ending with jingle slightly like the field sparrow
/1 meadow fox-tail grass out several days.
May 11th

The river no | ower than yesterday's
/1 Warbling vireo
2 Pm77+° very warm

to Factory village

/1 Red start.
/1 Red wings do not fly in flocks for 10 days past
I think

| see at Danpbn's spring sone Dandelion seeds

all blown away & other perfectly ripe spheres--
(rmuch nore at dam Shell the 13th) It is ripe then

[/ several days--or say just before el mseed--but the
nouse ear not yet on the 13th any where.

/1 The senecio shows its yell ow

/1 The war nt h- - makes us notice the shade of
houses & trees--(even before the | ast have | eaf ed)

as Harrington's el m & house
falling on the greened banks. June |ike.

See some |arge black birch stunp

all covered with pink the scumfromthe sap

not e
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The Ranuncul us abortivus well out--say 5 days?

Red cherry in bloom how | ong? Yel |l ow vi ol et
al nost --say to-norrow

(fine white)
Wn Brown's nursery is now ® white » with the
12 to 18

shepherds purse some *45 inches high--covering it under
his snmall trees |ike buckwheat--though not nearly so
white as thick. | never saw so much. It also has green
pods--say it is in p.

E. Hosmer as a proof that the river has been
| ower than now -says that his father who was born
about the middle of the last century used to tell
of a tine when he was a boy--when the river at
just bel ow
"Derbys bridge did not run & he could cross it dry

shod on the rocks--the water standing in pools

when Conant's mill (where the factory now is) was
not running. | noticed the place today--& |l ow as the
river is for the season --it nmust be at least a foot & a

hal f deep there.
May 12

Cel andi ne X very hot - -

2 1/2 Pm 81+

We seek the shade to sit in for a day or 2--the
neck cloth & single coat is too thick--wear
a half thick coat at |east--

The sugar mapl e bl ossons on the comon resound
with bees.

Gstrya fl ower commonly out on Island how | ong?
may be a day or 2--1st bathe in the river--
Qui te warm enough- -

River 5 1/2+ inch bel ow SL

Very heavy dew & mist this norn--plowed ground black & nmoist with it

11
11
/1

/1

/1

11
/1

11
11

11
11
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/lgrass in our yard--literally sparkling drops which

/1

/1

/1
/1
/1

/1
/1
/1

the earth is so dry it drinks Iike a sponge
May 13--60

| observe this nmorning the dew on the

thickly stud it. Each dewdrop is a beautiful
crystalline sphere just below (within an 8th of
an inch nore or less) the tip of the bl ade
--sonetimes there are 2 or 3-one beneath the
other--the |l owest the |argest. Each
dewdrop takes the formof the planet itself.

What an advance is this fromthe sere
withered & flattened grass--at npst whitened
with frost--which we have |ately known--
to this delicate crystalline drop trenbling
at the Iip of a fresh green grass-bl ade.
The surface of the globe is thus trenblingly
alive.

A great® many apple trees out X &
prob. sone for 2 days.

2 pm 82+° warnest day yet

This & the last 2 days remarkably warm
need a half thick coat--sit--(& sleep with open
wi ndow t he 13th)--

Row to Bittern Cliff--

The celtis is not yet in bl oom

The river is now 6 15/16 inches bel ow SL.

At clam shell one--cerastiumflower quite
done & dry-- R bul bosus abundant--spotting the
bank--may be a week Tall buttercup XXX
Horsemi nt seen springing up for a week--

a refreshing scent.

%" A great" poss. witten over text
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Hear several bobolinks distinctly today

Hear the pebbly notes of the frog.

See the coarse green rank Canary grass.
springing up amd the bare brown button bushe

& willows. Redwi ngs are evidently busy build

their nests-- They are sly & anxious, the fenal es,

about the button bushes.

See 2 crows pursuing & diving at a hen

very high in the air over the river-- He is steadily circling

& rising--while they getting above di ve down
toward hi mwth passing within a foot or 2

nmaking a feint--he nmerely winks as it were--

S

ng

hawk

bends or jerks his wings slightly as if alittle

startled, but never ceases soaring--nor once
turns to pursue or shake themoff-- It seemned
as if he was getting unconfortably high for
t hem

At Hol den swanp--hear plenty of
particol ored warblers, (tweezer birds) &

redstarts

Wul aria sessilifolia abundant how | ong? The

swanmp is so dry that | walk about it--in ny

shoes--& the Kalma glauca is ap. quite backward

accordi ngly--can scarcely detect any buds of
Wi | e the Rhodora on shore will ap bloomto-
norrow. Hear the Yorrick

The internediate ferns & ci nnanon--
a foot & a half high have just |eafeted out

The sensitive fern is only 6 inches high--ap

it--

t he

/11
11

11

11
/1
11

11
/1

/1
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latest of all-- Sorrel X
It is a remarkable day for this season
--you have the heat of Summer before the

| eaves have expanded. The sky is full of glow ng

sumrer cumuli-- There is no haze--the ms
are seen with perfect distinctness-- It is so
stil

warm that you can lie on the * browni sh grass
inathin coat--& will seek the shade for this
pur pose.
VWhat is that fern so comonty at Lees diff
now sprung up a foot high with a very chaffy
st en? shietd—Fern Margi nal shield? ?
Is that Polypod. dryopteris in the bank behind
the slip eln? now 6 or 7 inches high
There is no nouse-ear down even there-- Those
weeds which have | ooked npbst expanded & downy
are invariably cut off by sone creature (prob
insect. & withered. The crickets creak steadily anong the
The Carex varia (?) at Lees all gone to seedTOCkS__
Barberry in bloom X Myosotis stricta XXX
Arum triphyl |l um how | ong? Car dam ne
Rhomboi dea ap. tonorrow -just above Bittern
aAiff. It is so warmthat | hear the
pecul i ar sprayey note of the toad generally
at night. The 3d sultry evening in ny chanber
A faint lightening is seen in the N horizon
The tender yellow green of birches-- is now
the nost noticeable of any foliages in our |and-
scape--as | ooking across the pond fromLees Oiff-

t he poplars are not conmon enough-- The
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white birches are now di stingui shed sinply by being
clothed with a tender & yellow green while the trees generally
are bare & brown--upright colums of green dashing
the brown hill sides.
May 14t h
The heat continues--
It is remarkably hazy--wind still NE
You can hardly see the horizon at all
a mle off-- The nornings for some tinme past
have been nisty rather than foggy--& now
it lasts through the day--& beconmes a haze
The sun light is yellow through it--
In the Pmit is cooler--much cool er
at about 60+ & windier.
Sone S discol or down shows itself before
nouse ear. The order is then Dandelion--elm-
seed--wi |l ow-& next prob. nmouse ear down--
i.e. of the nore noticeabl e seeds.
At Stows meadow by RR. | see carex stipata
may be 5 days out-- C. vulgaris 5 to 8 inches high
still out near English cress May 16
& done ™ (the short scattered dark scal ed one)
At Smiths shore the C. buxbaumi is nearly done
Put themin the order (the nmeadow carices observed)
till I know better still out near Eng. cress May 16
C. vulgaris May 1st--C. Stricta--My 3d”--Bux-
baumii My 6th--C stipata say 9th or perhaps
the first 2 together. Flowering fern is a foot high
C. sees the chestnut sided warbler & the tanger

today & heard a whipporwill |ast night.

The early sedges even in the neadows

/1
/1

/1

/1
/11
11

11

11

11

11
11
11
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have bl ossonmed before you are aware of it--

while their tufts & |l eaves are still nainly brown—-

May be another sedge by Smith's shore sonme what

? but much taller now

vulgaris like » with shorter fertile spikes than stricta--though

possi bly {on} the |ast.
May 15

Pmto sedge paths & {difs}--

Yest erday afternoon & today--the east w nd

/' has been quite cool if not cold--but the

/1 haze thicker than ever-- Too cool evidently &
wi ndy for warblers except in sheltered pl aces
too cool in tops of high exposed trees.

The carex stricta & C. vulgaris both
are comon just beyond the English bank cress

/1 & many of both are still in bloom

I noticed on the 13 nmy md sized orange

butterfly with bl acki sh spots.

Noticed on the 6th ult. the |argest shrub

oak that |I know in the road by Wite Pond

just before getting to the |ane--

The Salix humilis is going to seed as early

'/ as the discolor for aught | see--(now downy
Oaks are just coming into the gray.
;;Deciduous woods now swarmwi th m grating
war bl er s--esp. about swanps
? Did | not hear part of a gross-beaks
strain?
/1 Lousewort flower some tine & frost-bitten
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| find by the path side at punk-oak wood
as | have but little doubt--Carex siccata

an earlier locality near Hol brooks hut
(ap. the same | called festiocacea-like) but the
St. fis. flowers are variously situated. It has been
out some days at least--say 6 or the 10th

Also a taller C. with a neat as yet unopened
spike 1 or 2 sterile (the uppernost long) & 2
fertile quite small) ap not for sonme days--
Is it not my C vestita in sane parts--&in
the dry holl ow nore NW

There is a small sedge conmon al ong the
path--(c. pensylvanica |like--but the fertile
flowers are very slender if not abortive--unlike
the latter & well devel oped on top of Cliffs. The
one a S. humilis not in flower yet.

Under the Cdiffs by edge of CGerardia Quercifolia
path--the C. varia gone to seed--v press
& on top of diff near Staghorn Sumac. C. penn-
syl vani ca--gone to seed & 10 or nore inches high--
alto still %Pﬁ n bloom v press.

Looking fromthe Ciffs through the haze
the deciduous trees are a mist of |eafets
agai nst which the pines are already darkened
At this season there isTQUZ mst inthe air & a
m st on the earth

Rye is a foot or nore high--% sonme 2 feet the early%

The springing sorrel--the expanding | eafets--the

al ready waving rye--tell of June

/1

11

11

11

/1

11
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Sun goes down red--& did | ast night--
a hot day does not succeed but the very dry
weat her continues-- It is shorn of its beans in

the mst-1ike haze Ranuncul us bul bosus begi ns

/lin churchyard today.

11

May 16--60
Pmto Copan--& Beck Stows'--
2 pm56+° with a cold E. w nd
many people have fires again

Near Peters | see a snall-creeper hopping

al ong the branches of the oaks & pines--ever turning

this way & that as it hops--nmaki ng vari ous angl es
with the bough--{drawi ng} Then flies

across to another bough, or to the base of another
tree, & traces that up--zigzag & prying

into the crevices. Think how t horoughly the
trees are thus explored by various birds. You

can hardly sit near one for 5 nminutes now

but either a woodpecker or creeper conmes &
exanines its bark rapidly--or a warbler

a sunmer yellow bird eg--nakes a pretty

t horough exploration about all its expanding

| eafets--even to the top nost twi g-- The whol e

of A forest is being thus explored for insect
food now by several hundred (?) species of
birds--each is visited by many kinds. & thus

the equilibriumof the insect & vegetable kingdom
is preserved.-- Perhaps | may say that each

opening bud is thus visited before it has fully
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expanded- -

The CGol den robin utters fromtime to time
a hoarse or grating cr-r-ack
The creepers are very compn NOwW—-

Now t hat the warblers are here in such nunbers
is the very tinme on another account to study them
for the |l eaf buds are generally but just expanding
tAte—teaves & if you ook toward the Iight
you can see every bird that flits through a
smal | grove--but a few weeks hence the | eaves
will conceal them -

The deci duous trees are just beginning to invest
the evergreens--& this nmethinks is the very mdst of

the | eafi ng season--when the oaks are getting into the

gray.
Yday XX%
A Lupine will ap. open tonorrow -
1 wild pink out X Red cherry ap in p.
A gol den-crowned thrush keeps the trunks of the
young trees between me & it as it hops away.
Are those poplars the tremuliforms?
whi ch | ook as dead S of Hol brooks | and--not having
| eaf ed out.
Menyant hes ap a day or 2. Androneda
polifolia how | ong?
Is that sedge 10 to 12 inches high & now in
its p. (say 5 days old) by Hol brook shanty path--
the C. vestita? see pressed one.

Andr oneda col ycul ata nmuch past p.

Is that small sedge on Beck stows peninsul a

/1

11

11

/11
/1

/11
11
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with some spikes in bloomonly 2 or 3 inches
high & others effete 7 or 8 inches high--not

dark scaled--{& w th exceedingly short pointed fruit

?&—swaH—or—stende a var. of C. Pennsyl vanni ca?

/1

/1

/1

/1

Nenopant hes may be a day or 2 out--
The swanps are exceedingly dry--on the 13th
| wal ked wherever | wanted to in thin shoes in Kalnia
swanp--& today | wal k through the niddl e of
Beck stow s. The river neadows are nore

wet conparatively.

| pass a young red mapl e--whose keys
hang down 3 inches or nore--& appear to
be nearly ripe. This being in a favorable Iight
(on one side fromthe sun) & being of a high color--
a pink-scarlet--is a very beautiful object

--nore so than when in flower. Masses of

unequal | y
doubl e sanar ae- - ++regutarty di sposed al ong the
branches trenbling in the wnd--1ike® the

flame of the shad bush so this handsone fruit--
now
is seen {—} for the nost part " against bare tw gs--

it is so nuch in advance of its own & of other | eaves.

The peduncles gracefully rise a little before they

curved downward {drawi ng} They are only a little darker

shade than the sanarae --There are sonetines
3 sanarae together--
Sun goes down red
May 17t h--60
Quite a fog till 8 Am-& plowed ground bl ackened

with the npisture absorbed.

|. Farner sends me to-day--what is

%possi bly "alike"
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pl ai nly Cooper's Hawk /1
It is from18 to 19 inch long & frmflexure of wing 11 inches
(alar extent 34) The tail extends 4 or 5 inches be-
yond the wi ngs. Tarsus about 3 inches long. & with
feet yellow. The bird above is nearly a uniform
dark brown--, or dark chocol ate brown, with bl uish
reflections, head darker-- Tail with 4 bl ackish
bands, & narrowy tipped with whitish--cere greenish
Breast transversely barred with pale rusty #--centered
retain
tengrtutirat-y with darker brown lines-- Under wing coverts

like breast without the transverse bars. Vent white.
W ngs beneath (2d aries & prinmaries) thickly barred with bl ack,
with brown & light--white, iris yellow- There is attached

to the breast fragnents of a bluish-white egg-- No ruff
%white pine%
about eye as in the harrier--(V. the large F. Fuscus
It was shot on its nest (a fenmale then) in an oak N of Pakaw
of Aug 29--58) tasset on the 16 & had 4 eggs which nmay have been sat on 1 week
% May 29%
It agrees very well with Nuttalls account (g.v. in

my scrap in CGeraud) except that the 2d primary
is not equal to the 6th & the tail is full 9 inches
long-- Also sufficiently with Geraud's ac--ex-

cept that the tarsus is about 3 inches |ong.
but rather slender
It is alarge bird » with a very long tail

This makes the 10th species of the hawk kind that |
The egg whi ch Farner saved
have seen in Concord. is 1 10/12 inches x | 5 1/2 /12 of a regular oval form
a few large
bl ui sh white with »~ rough dirty spots
Pmto J. Farnmer's

Is not that little fern which |I have seen un-
rolling 4 or 5 day & scattered along the | ow nmeadow edge
/1
next the river--the Aspid. Thelypteris? now 5 or 6 inch high

A night hawk with its distinct white spots
/1
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/Il Early aspen down has just begun (before nouse ear)

//Carex crinita just out--or say a day— X on

the grassy island-- The C. stricta is conmon yet
/1

there, & interesting in large thick tufts with its

brown spi kes-- That island is thickly covered

with white violets-- Commpn cress out

/1 how | ong X? May flowers pollen showi ng mnute pods--

The river is 7 1/8 inches bel ow SL.
/1

See the sium pushing up near the water side--

It snells when broken off--1ike a parsnip.
Standi ng in the meadow near the early
aspen at the island-- | hear the first
fluttering of |eaves-- A peculiar sound, at
first unaccountable to nme. The breeze causes
there
//the now fully expanded aspen | eaves ™ to rustle
with a pattering sound, striking on one another.
--1t is much like a gentle surge breaking on
a shore--or the rippling of waves. This is
the first softer nusic which the wind draws
fromthe forest. The woods generally being com
paratively bare--& just bursting into leaf. It

was delicious to behold that dark nmass & hear

that soft rippling sound.

Tupel 0 buds just expandi ng--but inconspic.
;;Round-leafed cornel leafets 1 inch wide-- S. sericea 1/2
;;inch wi de. Lanbkill leaf a day or 2
/1 Sarsaparilla flower ap. yesterday-- Pol ygal a

// pauci folia combn how | ong?-- Rhodora--generally
/1
//out. Eleocharis tenins--prob 2 or 3 days (sone of

as yet

it)
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may be earlier in mdst of Hub's cl ose—-
in river neadows--or near nouth of Dakin's brook-- te
By Sam Barretts meadow side--1 see a female
maryl and yel. throat busily seeking its food am d the
dangling fruit of the early aspen, in the top of the
tree. Also a chestnut sided warbler--the handsone
bird--with a bright yellow crown--& yel --& bl ack
striped back--& bright chestnut sides--not shy--
busily pi cki ng about the expandi ng | eaves of our
white birch-- | find sone mnute black flies
on them
Rye 2 1/2 & 3 feet high-- It is so dry that
much of the side saddle | eaf has no water in it
Ad brown rocks in the river & mll ponds show
wat er
by their water |ines how high the rver has formerly stood.
Hear of a humming bird on the 12th
(alba) willow catkins® are in the mdst of their fal
Hear the first bull-frogs trunp
May 18t h--60
Pmto \Wal den- -
The creak of the cricket has been
banks
comon--on all warmdry hills ~ & for
a week--inaugurating the sumrer—
Gold thread out how long? by Trillium
wood side. Trentalis say X
The green of the birches is fast losing its prom nence
reddi sh
am d the thickening cloud of » brown & yellow sh
oak | eafets-- The last & others are now

like a m st envel oping the dark pines--

Apple trees now for 2 or 3 days generally bursting

%poss stray mark between "t" and "k" of "catkins"

11

/1
/1
/1

11

11
/1
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into bloom (not in full bl

oon) | ook like whitish

//rocks on the hill-sides--somewhat even as

/1

/1

t he shad-bush di d—-

The sand cherry flower is about in p. It grows

on all sides of short steins which are either upright

or spreading--formng often regular solid cylinders

12 to 18 inches long--& only 1 1/2 inches in dianeter

the flowers facing out every way-- O wuniform

di ameter--deternmined by the | ength of the peduncles.

--Pretty wands of white flowers--with |eafets interm ngled

The remarkably dry weat her--has been

both very favorable & agreeabl e weather to wal kers.

We have had al nbst constant east w nds--

yet generally acconpani ed with warnth--

none of the rawness of the E. wind comonly--

We have, as it were, the bracing air of the sea

shore with the warmh & dryness of the June

in the country.

The night-warbler is a wery powerful singer for

so small a bird-- It launches into the air

above the forest--or over

space in the woods--& cha
of the woods by its rapid

& then drops down swiftly-

some hol | ow or open

| enges the attention
& i nmpet uous war bl e

-into the tree tops

like a performer sue¢ w thdraw ng behind the

scenes--& he is very lucky who detects where

it alights.

That large fern (is it Aspid Spinul osun?--)

Brister spring swanp is a foot or nore high-- It

partly ever green
A hairy wood pecker

apple tree by its anxiety.

hol e
betrays its nest in an

The ground

of

is
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is strewn with the chips it has nmade over a | arge
space-- The hole so far as | can see, is exactly
like that of the downy woodpecker--the entrance
&the (though not so round) & the conical formw thin
above) only | arger.

The bird scolds at ne froma dozen rods off

Carex scoparia ?? in mdst of Hubbards close in shallow

Is it not stellulata (note being brown spiked--

wat er--say 3 or 4 days Prob. it is C canescens--also by Stow s ditch
the 28th

Now for very young & tender oak |eaves & their colors
May 19t h--60
Am River 7 inches below S. L.
Wnd S. & a gentle intermittent warmrain
at last begins. This has been the | ongest drought
that | renmenber-- The last rain was April 16th--

except that sone detected a few drops falling on

the 9th ult--was literally the last drop we had.

If this had occurred a nmonth | ater after the crops
were fairly growing it would have been a great calamty.
As it is there has been very little growh. M potatoes
pl anted May 1st are but just beginning to peep here &
there-- My corn planted the 2d has not a quarter
part showed itself--& grass seed sown 10 days ago
has not germni nated-- But weeds have not grown
as much as usual -- It nust have been a
severe trial for young fruit & other trees.

Pl owi ng & pl anting have been uncommonly dirty
work it has been so dusty.

2 Pmto 2d division Therm 72°+

11
/1

11
11
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11

/1

/1
/1

/1

It cleared up at noon to our disappoint
men & very little rain had fallen--

There is a strong S. W wind after the
rain--rather novel & agreeable--blow ng off
some appl e bl ossonms-- The grass especially
t he nmeadow grasses have are seen to wave
di stinctly--& the shadows of the bright
fair weather cumuli are sweeping over them
like the shades of a watered or changeabl e

stuff-- June like-- The grass & the tender

| eaves refreshed & expanded by the rain are peculiarly

bright & yell ow sh green—when seen in a favorable

light.

This occurrence of pretty strong--S. W w nds near

the end of May--3 weeks after the colder & stronger
wi nds of March & April have died away--after
the first heats & perhaps warm rain--when
upl and

the apple trees & ™ buttercups are in bloom-is an
annual phenonenon-- Not being too cold they are
an agreeabl e novelty & excitenent now-& give
life to the | andscape.

Sorrel just begins to redden some fields

| have seen for a week a smaller & redder

butterfly than the early red or reddish one--

Its hind wings are chiefly dark or blackish-- It is

quite snall. The forward wings a pretty bright scarl et

red with black spots--

See a green snake a very vivid yellow
green of the sane color with the tender
foliage at present-—-& as if his colors had been

hei ght ened by the rain.
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VWite thorn in bloomat Tarbel’'s spring X con-
siderable of it--possibly a little yesterday.

What they say of the 19 of April 75--that

grain
“the apple trees were in bloom & grass was wavi ng
inthe fields” could only have been said

a week
wi thin 46 days past this early year--

This is the season when the meadow grass is seen
waving in the wind at the sane tinme that the shadows
of clouds are passing over it.

At the Mnisterial swanp--1 see a white | adies slipper

fully grown
al nbst out » --with red ones--

By the path side near there what | should cal
a veery's nest with 4 |ight blue eggs--but
| have not heard the veery note this year only the
yorrick-- It is under the projecting edge or bank of the
path--a |l arge nass of fine grass stubble pine needles
&c--but not leaves & lined with pine needles.

In 2d Div. neadow Eri ophorum Pol ystachion ap 2 or 3
days--though only 6 or 8 inches high at nost.

The 2d Div. Rush--is not quite in bloomyet-- The panicle
is quite fresh 1/8 to 1/4 inch long--but the sepals are not
green but light brown-- Is it a new species?

Going a long the 2d division road this side
t he brooks--where the woods have been extensively
cut off-- I snell now the sun having cone out
after the rain of the norning--the scent of the withered
pi ne boughs which cover & redden the ground--

They part with their tea now -

You see now on all sides the grey-brown-

I umbering wood chucks running to their subterranean

//

//

11

11

11
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/1

hones. They are but poor runners & depend

on their watchful ness & not being caught far

fromtheir burrows.

The reddi sh brown | oosestrife is seen springing up

in dry woods 6 or

Now sitting

8 inches high.

on the bank at White Pond | do

/I not see a single shad bush in bl oom across the

?

pond--where they had just fairly begun on the

smal | H+te
6th The x P. grandidentas--with their silvery
general ly

| eafets not yet *

flattened out--represent it

there now-are the nost like it.

| see sone tall shadbush without the reddish

| eaves--what | thi

nk | have thought a var of

.the botrychiumstill well in bloomap. with the

/1
/1

/1

oblongi folium- Is it the last?

The | argest shrub oak that | have noticed

N.
grows by the side

of the white pond road--not

far fromthe end of the Lane-- It neasures 16

inches in circunference at 2 feet fromthe

ground--& | ooks Ii
size & form a scr

a dozen feet high.

ke a Cape Cod red-oak--in

aggly small tree--(maybe
)

Pyrus arbutifolia out say X Beach plum

by Hubbard's wal

per haps a day.

Lilac the 17th The fresh shoots of the

white pine are now perpendi cul ar whitish marks

about 2 inches |ong--about 6 inches apart on

a gl aucous green ground.

| nmeasure a

bear's foot which F. Minroe

brought from Vernont where it was killed in a

trap within a few

years-- It was formed

very much like a boys foot with its 5 toes--

and the solid part

neasured 7 1/2 inches
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inlength x 3 3/4. {drawi ng} The claws extended 1 inch

further--& with the fur (not allow ng anything

for shrinkage all this while) it nmust have nade
atrack 9 x 4 1/2 inches at |least-- The fur cane
down thick all around to the ground-- The was a

scar or joint across the niddle of the sole

River raised 1 1/2 inches at night by rain of Am(i.e to 5 1/2 inch below SL.)//

May 20--60
A strong cold W wind 60°+ at 2 pm
to Wl den
The carex vulgaris is nore glaucous than the stricta.
nouse ear down at |ast XX
Scirpus planifolius how long? ap in p. in woods about
the bottomof the long S bay of Walden--say 2 rds SW-
Judging fromHi nd's Report of his
survey of the region between the Assiniboine
& Saskat chewan Rivers the prevailing trees--and
they are snmall are aspens & wi || ows--which
if let alone--ie if the prairie were not
burned by the Indians--m ght at | ast
make a soil for nobler forests--
No wonder that these small trees are so
wi del y di spersed--their abundant fine &
light seed being buoyed up & wafted far
t hrough t he at nosphere--speedily clothe
the burnt tracts of British America--
Heavy seeded trees are slow to spread them
sel ves--but both air & water conbine to transport

t he seeds of these trees--

/1

/1
11
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May 21--60
Cold., at 11 Am50+° & sit by a fire.
/1
At 12 It begins to rain--
/1

Pmto Canbridge--all vegetation is refreshed
by the rain. The grass appears to stand perfectly
erect & on tip toe several inches higher al
once in every field--the gregﬁrg‘ prevailing over
the brown ground in every field--

The color of the new | eaves is surprising--
The birches by the RRas | amwhirled by them
in the cars, flash upon nme yell ow as ganboge
their | eaves nmore like flowers than foliage.

Wnter-green had started the 18th at | east

/1 Noticed the shadows of apple trees yesterday--
22--60
Anot her cold & wet day--requiring fire

/1 The principal rain was during |last night & was quite consi derable.
ceases to rain ~ (but continues foul) at nidday--

/1 C. hears a cuckoo & appears by his account,
//to have seen the Sylvia nmacul osa

| see the effects of frost (prob the norn of the 21st)

/1
on squashes that sowed thensel ves.
May 23--60
6 Amto Junction River 4 1/6 inch
/1

below S L. having risen about 3 inches since
the nmorning of the 19th

See hopping along the linmbs of a black w Il ow
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& inspecting its leafets for insects--in all positions
of ten head downward--the sylvia striata--black-
poll warbler-- Black crowmn or all top of head, a '
broad white space al ong side head & reaching less distinctly
over the neck--in a ring--beneath this from base of mandi -
bles a streak of black--becom ng a streamor streans of
bl ack spots al ong the sides--beneath white--1egs
yel | ow - Back above sl aty-brown streaked with
bl ack--primaries yellowi sh dusky--with 2 white
bars or marks--inner tail feathers nore or |ess white--
Not particularly lively
tail forked--bill black-- The fermale is said
to be considerably different-- This at first glance
was a chicadee like bird-- It was rather tane
| distinguish well the Red-eye & the /1
yel. throat vireo--at the Island. It would not
be easy to distinguish themalways by the note &% NB
I may have been mi staken sonetines--& before
this year--in speaking of the Yel. throat vireo.
The red sings as slightly & feebly here now as
t he ot her--
You can see these here to advantage now
on the sunny side of the woods--the sun
just bursting forth in the norning after the
rain--for they busily preening thensel ves
& though incessantly noving their heads & bodies
remain in the same spot.
Myrtle bird here still-- /1
Notice the first lint fromnew | eafets evidently /1
washed off by the rain & covering the water |ike

dust

%“NB” is witten over a set of Thoreau's parallel lines in the margin.
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Pm 69+ By boat to Ball's Hill.
//Say the sweet scented vernal grass is inits p.
;;Interrupted fern fruit probably a day or 2 & may
/1 Cinnanon say the sane or just after
| see on the white nmaples and after-
ward running al ong the shore close to the
water--at different times 3 or 4 water
thrushes--water wag tails-- T. Noveboracensis
' By its lurking along the water side it m ght be
m staken by sone at first for the song sparrow.
It is considerably Iike the g. c. thrush--but

it has a distinct huffish-white |line over the

eye--& the breast & sides distinctly striped with dark
Al above uniformolive brown-- It may be
di stingui shed at a distance froma sparrow -by
its wagging nmotion tattering on its perch—-
It persistently runs al ong the shore peetweet
& song sparrow like--running like a rail around the
tussocks & other obstacles & appearing again at
the water’s edge-- It was not very shy. W very
easily kept along 2 rods off it, while it was
am d the button bushes-—
y Started up 2 prob--Totanus Solitarius? (possibly

snmal |l yellow |l egs ???) They utter a fainter

yellow |l eg note rather than peet weet note

--viz--phe, phe,/ pheet pheet pheet

Are not shy! stand still or beside a tussock

to be | ooked at-- Have peculiarly long sl ender

curving wings-- Fly Iike a peet weet--but
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are considerably larger & ap. uniformy dark
brown above--the belly & vent very bright white--
breas (upper part) grayish brown-- Wen they flew
frmme say consid white ap on tail coverts or sides,
of tail. Watched one still within 3 rods with
glass. There was a little speckling of whitish perhaps
am d the brown above. | think they were to snal
for the lesser yellow | egs.
El eocharis palustris say 3 or 4 days X /1
Critchicrotches some 2 or 3 days--(now tender to eat) /1
How agreeabl e & surprising the peculiar fra-
grance of the sweet flag when bruised! That
al one
this plant » should have extracted this odor
surely for so many ages each sumrer fromthe
noi st earth!
The pipes in the great neadows now /1
show a darker green amid the yell owi sh of the
sedges--1i ke the shadow of a passing cl oud.
Froma hill-top half a mle off you can easily
di stinguish the limts of the pipes by their dark green.
They do not term nate abruptly--but are gradually
lost in the sedge.
There is very little white naple seed this
year--so that | cannot say surely how far
advanced it is-- Wat | notice appears to be
fully grown, but is on the trees yet— al ways
surprisingly large, |like the wings of sone
lusty nmoth. Possibly it ripens with nouse-ear
| get sight for a nmonment of a |arger

war bl er on a young oak--only the under side--
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all beneath

which is a clear bright lenmon yelTow-with

a sort of crescent of black spots on the breast--
? Is it not the S. Pardalina? Methinks it was a

rather dark brown above. v 28th

The 1/4 grown red o. |eaves between you &

t he sun--how yel | ow green

Now i f you | ook over our G eat Meadow from

Ball's hill, in awarmfair day |like this--

you will receive the sanme inpression as from

grass

the English hay fields in the mddle of

June--the grass sedges are so nuch

nore dense & forward-- | mark the | arge

whit e mapl es now conspi cuous & pretty densely

| eaved--stand up over the green sea on the

edge of the weed river, so still with each

aspect of shade at its base--as in the noon

of a sunmer day-- & a dark line nmerely of shadow

runs along at the base of the hill on the

S of the neadow - The June shadows
//beginning here-- A green canopy abeve hel d

still above the already waving grass. It

rem nds you of warnth--still noons--high

grass--& the whetting of the scythe.

Most of the corn is planted.

' Di stinguish plainly a swanp sparrow - (2 today)
//by the river side--a peculiarly glossy deep chest--

nut crown--ash side head & throat--& a

dark or black line through the eye.

I find in skunk hedge bel ow

/1 Flints (what—+—wt+—eatt) Carex Rosea-tHke
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not long, say 3 or 4 days-- | should have thought

it--C. stellulata--but it is plainly stam nate

al so seen at Cal am nt wal

above--fertile below- ~ Also C. gracillinm

sanme place, ap 4 or 5 days.

C. bullata (?) | fertile 3 stam nate edge of

annur snack June 10th

river say 3 or 4

days. C. nonile (?) by Heron Rock--with 2 sterile (!) 3 or 4

days. Rain at 6 pmabout 1 2/3 inch bel ow SL.

ri sen

faHHen sone 2 1/2 inches since 6 Am -

Notice the flags eaten off--prob. by musquash--

May 24- - 60

6 amwater fallen about 1 inch

Pmto diffs

| see in a ditch a painted turtle nibbling

the edge of a frosthitten yel lily pad

(in the water) which has turned white-- O her

pads have evidently been nibbled by him-

havi ng many scal |l ops or notches in their

edges just the formof his jaws {draw ng}

That earliest little slender |eaved panic

grass will bloomsay in a day (if not now)

About a rod fromthe W spring on

F. H HIl--by the wall stands an English

Cherry tree 3 feet high. I think that this

was planted there by a bird which came to

the spring for water--after feeding on

cherries in the town (?) for |I frequently find

the stones dropt in the springs.

Those red cedars now 10 feet high or

more on F. H hill--have all the regular

formof the |eaf--except a small

branch or

11

/11
11

/1

11

/1
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2 in their mdst--yet | remenber

t hat

when 4 or 5 feet high they had only the

acetate® form- It seens then that you

will see small trees which have only | eaves

of the acetate form-but when they get

| arger they have | eaves of the usual

Looking into the NN W horizon

form-

see that

Wacki est is partially conceal ed by a haze.

It is suddenly quite a cool SE wi nd--

al so

(When | started at 2 it was SE--& Therm 3 69+)

This is one of the values of nts in the horizon

that they indicate the state of the atnpbsphere—-

| should not have noticed this haze--if

had not | ooked toward the nts.

How perfectly new & fresh the world is seen to

be when we behold a nyriad sparkles of

brilliant white sunlight on a rippled stream!

nore bright than the flash

--So renote fromdust & decay, of an eye--

| notice the first shadows of hickories--not

dense & dark shade--but open latticed--

a network of sun & shadow - Just

to describe their semcircles on the N sides of the
trees. The first denonstrations that

t he ground--unobserved as yet by the cows in

t he pasture

| saw yesterday a herd of cows standing in the water

begun

it wll

shade

of the river--though it was rather cold water.

They begi n their bathing about t

sanme tinme that we do. They spl ash about

till they get into a convenient

%Thor eau may nean “acicul ar.”

he

pl ace,

about
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up to their bellies & chew the cud there.

As | sit just above the NWend of the diff
| see a tanager perched on one of the topnost
twigs of a hickory--holding by the tender |eafets
now 5 inches long--& evidently cone to spy after
nme- - peepi ng behind a |l eafet-- He is be-
tween ne & the sun--& his plumage is incredibly

all agl ow
brilliant.” It is our highest colored bird--a deep
scarlet--(with a yellower reflection where the sun
strikes hinm in the nmidst of which his pure black
wi ngs | ook high colored also. You can hardly be-
lieve that (there—+s) a living creature can wear
such colors-- A hickory too is the fittest perch
for him

Hear a wood- pewee

A pin cushion gull on a black shrub o. (not
yet crinmson spotted) yesterday saw oak appl es--
(now yell ow) on a black shrub o. 2/3 grown.

At the entrance of C. flava nmeadow at
Hubs' Grove many little ap. of 2 spiked

(sonetines 3) C. stellulata-like (also trispernma-

i ke but clover (the spikes) & less long bracted)--

Is that C. stellulata (so glaucous in the peat ditches here? v 18th prob. C

nescens
C. scoparia (brown spi ked) yesterday--say 2 or 3

days
May 25--60
Frost last night in |ow ground--
The yards are now full of little spires of
quite

June grass with a brownish tinge--but not ~ in flower

trenbling in the breeze-- You see a nyriad of fine

/1
11
11

/1

ca-?

11

11
/1
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per pendi cul ar
paral l el ~ stens about a foot high--against the

lighter green ground. It has shot up erect
suddenly & gives a new aspect to our yards
The earth wears a new & greener vest.
The trees | notice which | ook | ate now

& Hol brook hol | ow aspens Tupel os
are not only locusts  --but » white ash--swanp
whi te oaks--button woods--& sone elns & even
sone red mapl es—-

Pmto Gowi ngs Swanp & Copan- -
Quite warm & | see in the east the first
/[ summrer shower cloud--a distinct cloud
to the horizon
above and all beneath * the general slate color
of falling rain though distant--deepest in the
m ddl e- -
/1 The scheuchzeria out some days ap. (but only in

the open pool in the mdst of the swanp.
| see half a dozen heads of tortoises above the
sphagnum there in the pool--& They have ver-
mlion spots on the neck or hind head. some
sort of oraange vermllion. Are they the yel spot,?

or wood tortoise?

to bl oom
/1 The European cranberry budded » & grown 1 inch

/1 Comandra out not | ong.
//Red & white o | eafets handsome now.
/1 Pe-pe heard. & prob consid. earlier—-
It is remarkabl e that the aspen on Hol brook's
road--though in nost places it is the

earliest indigenous tree to leaf--is the very | atest

?
& the buds are hardly yet {swolen} at all. Can
it be a distinct var.?
/1 See the effect of frost on the sweet fern (either this am

or the 21st)
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It evidently rains around us--& a little
falls here--& the air is accordingly cool ed
by it--& at 5 Pmthe toads sing | oud
& nunerously--as if invigorated by this little
noi sture & cool ness.
Euphor bi a cyparissias ap X Cherry birds
7 pmriver 1 inch below S. L.
Carex granularis (??) well out say a day or 2
Smith's shore.
26t h--60
Overcast--rain threatening--wind NE--& coo
9 amto Easterbrooks' Country.
C. lanuginosa Sniths shore--say 3 or 4 days--C. Pallescens (?)
| ong stal ked stam nate--Channing's shore high up X
C. Pallescens {var.} undul ata X rather spreadi hg common- -
Clark's
as in ™ field fromef ny old house. C. Polytrichoides well
out say a few days Botri chi um Swanp.
C. grisea-like? same place, sane tine C. Mihl en-
% June 13t h%
bergii (??) not long %% d yceria nervata not quite
Mel ons have peeped out 2 or 3 days
Qur pink azalea X
5 pmRiver 5/8 inch below S. L.
27th 60
Fire in house again.
The Sylvia striatas are the conmonest bird
for several days past
inthe street as | go tothe P. O ~ 1 see 6 (4 nuales
2 females) on one of our little fir trees--one ap as
many nore on another close by--the white

bars on the wi ngs of both sexes are al nost

hori zontal. | see themearly & late

11

~ ~
~ ~

11

11

/1
11

/11
/1

11
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on the trees about our houses & other houses
the 27th & 28th & 29th al so. Peach trees & -but
esp on the firs. They are quite tame. | stand

within 7 or 8 feet while they are busily pecking at

the freshly bursting or extending glaucous fir tw gs

del i berately exam ning themon all sides--& from

time to tine one utters a very fine & sharp

but faint tse tse, tse tse, tse tse,

with nore or less of these notes-- | hear the

sanme in the woods-- Exam ning the freshly starting
fir twigs | find that there are a great nany

lice or aphides amid the still appressed |eafets
or leaves of the buds. & no doubt they are after
these. Qccaissonally a sunmer yellow bird is

in conpany with them about the sane business.
the bl ack polls

They ™ are very numerous all over the town this spring.

The fenmal e has not a black, but rather, nmethinks,
a slate-colored crown--& is a very different--bird

nore of a yell ow sh-brown.

El eocharis acicularis not |ong--on the | ow exposed

' bank of the river-- for it is that that greens the very
| ow muddy banks.
J Farmer found a marsh-hawk's nest on the 16th ult
'/ (near the Cooper's hawk nest) with 3 fresh eggs.
May 28- - 60
Pmto Deep Cut--
/1 Carex Debilis not |ong.

Al ong the edge of Warren’s wood E of the Cut see not

only the chestnut sided warbler--but the splendid
/1S. Pardalina It is a bright yellow beneath with
a broad bl ack stripe along each side of the throat

becom ng | ongi sh bl ack nark crescent wise in the
prob. Saw it the 23d
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fore part of the breast {draw ng}--Ieaving a distinct
clear bright yellow throat--& all the rest beneath
bright yellow A distinctbal€21low ring around eye--
a dark bluish brown ap. all above-- Yellow sh
| egs. Not shy--on the birches.

| see ap. a vireo--nuch |ike the red-eye--?
(no yel throat) with the white or whitish |ine above
eye-- --but a head differently forned--i.e a crest
erectile at will--& always prom nent {draw ng}

Carex 59-60-or 61 Collier meadow

call it C Ilivida

7 or 8 rods from Stow ditch fence--several days at |east

What is that |ight scal ed gl aucous very sl ender
cul med C. Pennsyl vani ca cl ass sedge--cul ms

very

al nost prostrate long & ™ slender. comopn--as at checker-
berry patch by Trilliumwood--ie in | ow ground ? not
| ong ago & done.

Solid White fog over nmeadow at i n evening.

I notice tonight that the potanpgetons
have just reached the surface of the river & begin to
spread out there-- The surface of the water in shall ow
pl aces begins to be interrupted or dinpled with snall
brown | eaves-- First fromthe 9th to 13th the first
pads began spread & the pontederia & showed
t hensel ves-- Now t he appearance of the potanp-

getons marks a new era in the vegetation of

the river--the commencenent of the sumer

stage-- Its spring ends now-its tine of freshet (generally)

is over.

The river is now sonme 3 inches bel ow SL.

11

11

/1

11

11
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May 29th 1860

Pm after hawks with Farner to Easterbrooks
Country- -

He tells me of a sterile bayberry bush between
hi s house & Abel Davis opposite a |ledge in the
road say half a dozen rods off in the {field}
on the left by a brook--

Hearing a warbling vireo he asked ne
what it was--& said that a man who
lived with himthought it said Now
have caught it "O how it is sweet"!
am sure only of the last words or perhaps

"Quick as | catch himl eat him-Oit is very sweet
Saw nmal e & fenal e wood tortoise in a

meadow in front of his house--only a little
br ook anywhere near-- They are the nost of a
land turtle except the box turtle--

We proceeded the Cooper’s Hawk nest in

%. 17th%

an oak & pine wood (Clark's) N of Pawkaw asset .
I found a fragment one of the eggs which
he had thrown out-- Farners egg, by the way
was a dull or dirty white--ie a rough
white with large dirty-spots--perhaps in the
grain but not surely--of a regular oval
form&alittle larger than his narsh
hawk's egg. | clinbed to the nest--sone
30 to 35 feet high in a white pine against

the main stem- |t was a mass of bark

fiber & sticks about 2 1/2 feet long x 18 inches
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wi de & 16 high-- The lower & nain portion
solid

was a mass of fine bark fiber such as a

red squirrel uses-- This was surrounded & sur-

nounted by a quantity of dead twi gs of pine

& oak &c generally the size of a pipe stemor

| ess-- The concavity was very slight--not nore

than 1 1/2 inches & there was nothing soft for

a lining--the bark fibers being several inches beneath

the twigs but the bottomwas floored for a
di ameter of 6 inches or nore with fl akes
of white oak & p. pine bark 1 to 2 inches
| ong each--a good handful of them

& on this the eggs had | aid. W saw not hing
S

This was a dozen rods N of the oak

of the hawk-- neadow wal k.

Saw in a shaded swanp beyond the Stellaria

borealis still out. large broadish | eaves

Sone 18 feet high in a white pine in
a swanp in the oak--neadow lot--1 clinbed
to a red-squirrels nest. The young were
2/ 3 grown yet feeble & not so red as they
will be--one ran out & along a linb &
finally mad off into another tree. This was a
mass of rubbish covered with sticks--such as
I conmonly see (against the main stem but not
so large as a grey-squirrels.

We next proceeded to the nmarsh hawks

% June 11%

nest--from which the eggs were taken a

fortnight ago--& the female shot. It was in

a long & narrow cassandra swanp

11

11
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NWof the linme kiln & some 30 rds

fromthe road-- On the side of a small

& nore open area sone 2 rods across where

were few if any bushes & nore sedge--with

t he cassandra-- The nest was on a | ow tussuck

& about 18 inches across made of dead birch
& a p. pine plume or 2

twi gs around--& sedge grass at bottom

wH-th with a snmall cavity in the m ddle.

The fenmal e was shot & eggs taken on the

16th -- Yet here was the nmal e hovering

anxi ously over the spot & nei ghborhood &

scolding at us. Betraying hinself fromtine

to time by that peculiar clacking note-

rem ndi ng you of a pig. woodpecker-- W

thought it likely that he had al ready

got another mate & a new nest near

by. He would not quite w thdraw though

fired at--but still would return & circle

They are said to find a new nmate very soon
near us.

In atall Pine wood on a hill, say s SW of

this or NWof Boaz's Lower neadow- - |

clinmbed to a nest--ap high in a wht pine--
a crows

ap. N just conpleted--as it were on the a squirrels

nest for a foundation--but finished above
in a deep concave form of tw gs which
had been gnawed of f by the squirrel

I n anot her white pine near by--some
30 feet up it |I found a Grey squirrel's

about
nest--with young »~ as big as the red--
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squirrels were--but yet blind. This was was a
| arge mass of twi gs--leaves--bark fiber &c
| oose
with a mass » of twigs on the top of it which was
conical -- Perhaps the twigs are piled on the

war nmer part of the next to prevent a hawk from

pulling it to pieces.

I have thus found 3 squirrels nests this year--

2 gray & one red--in these nmasses of
twigs & | eaves & bark--exposed in the tree tops--
& not in a hollowtree--& nmethinks this
is the rule & not the exception.

Farmer says that he finds these nests or
holes or forms of the gray rabbit.-- in
hol es about 1 foot--1 1/2 feet deep nade
si deways into or under a tussuck esp. amd
the sweet fern--in rather |ow but rather open
ground-- Has found 7 young in one--

Has found 24 eggs in a quail's nest

In many places in the woods where

now

we wal k today--we notice the N tender branches
of the brakes eaten off--alnmost in every
case--though they may be 18 or nore inches
fromthe ground. This was evidently done by a
rabbit or a woodchuck.

The wi | d asparagus beyond Hunt's bridge

front of Witings shop

will ap. open in 2 days the 29 30 X

C. has seen today an orange breasted bird

which may be the female (?) Bl ackburnian warbler.

11

11
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The | eaves now conceal the warblers &c
consi derabl y--you can see thembest in white

oaks &c not naples & birches

| hear that there was sone frost |ast night

on Hildreth's plain (not here
On the 28 the |atest trees &

shrubs stood thus in order of |eafing

1 Locust June 3d°%
The decid. trees which | ook |ate
2 Dangl e berry 21st are p— in order of |ateness
| at est
3 M Rhus 22 bay berry--button bush--
Poi son dogwood—- Bl ack ash
4 Poi son Dogwood 23 Butt onwood-- (M_ rhus
vac. dunmpsi um & Hol br ook aspen
5 Bl ack Spruce 23 not bei ng seen.) The
| ocust is pretty green
6 Bl ack ash 24
7 Button bush 26 The first 3 | ook dead at a
little distance. but the bay--
8 Henl ock 27 berry showed growth (including
fl ower buds) before button bush.
9 Bayberry 28

Wy
10 Vac. Dunpsum -June 13 grown 1/2 too 1 inch

11 Hol brook aspens

| hear fromvireos --(prob. red eyes--)
a fine harsh note--perhaps when angry
with each other--

May 30t h--60

Pmto 2d Division

A washing S. W wind. Geo. Melvin said
yesterday that he was still grafting--& that
there had been a great bl ow on the apple

trees this year--& that the bl ossons had

%There is a semcircular line extending fromthe top right corner to the left

June 4t h%

i n woods

bottom corner of this text which separates it fromthe table.
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hel d on unusually long. | suggested that it
nm ght be because we had not had so
much wi nd as usual

On the wall at the brook behind Cyrus Hosners
barn | start a night hawk within a rod or 2

It alights again on his barn yard board
fence--sitting diagonally {drawi ng} | see
the white spot on the edge of its wings as it
sits-- It flies thence & alights on the
ground in his corn field sitting flat--but
there was no nest under it-- This was
unusual . Had it not a nest near by?

| observed that some of the June grass
was white & withered being eaten off by a worm
several days ago--or considerably before it
bl ossoms. That which | take to be June
grass fills the field S of Ed. Hosmers | edge
by the road--& gives it now a very conspi cu-
ous & agreeable brown or ruddy® / brown
color-- About as ruddy as chocol ate perhaps.
Thi s decided color stretching afar with a
slightly undulating surface--like a mantl e
--is a very agreeabl e phenormenon of the
season-- The brown panicles of the June grass
now paint some fields with the ingrof early
sunmer —-

Front yard grass is nowed by sone

The stems of meadow saxifrage are

white now

% Here there are two senicircles on top of each other - one curving downward

and the one below it curving upward.

11
11
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The Salix tristis generally shows its down now -

'/ al ong dry wood pat hs.
The Juncus filiform s not out yet, though sonme
'/ {panicles} are grown nearly 1/2 inch-- Mich of it
seens to be nerely chaffy or effete--but nuch
al so plunper--with green sepals & mnute stamens
to be detected {withinin}-- It arises, as described,
frommatted running root stocks-- Perhap-
? will bloomin a week--?
A succession of noderate Thunder & Iightning
' storms frmthe west--2 or 3 an hour apart
Saw some devil's needles (the first) about
//the 25th
I took refuge fromthe thunder shower
this pmby running for a high pile of
wood near 2d Division--& while it was
raining | stuck 3 stout cut sticks into the
pil e higher than ny head each a little
lower than the other & piled large {flattish}
wood on them-& tossed on dead pine tops
making a little shed under which | stood dry--
{drawi ng}
May 31--60
/1 Rai ned hard during the night
y at 6 pmthe river has risen to 1/2 inch

below S. L. Having {ben} 3 to 4 inches bel ow SL
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yesterday norning. | hear the sprayey note of
toads now nore than ever after the rain.

June 1st 1860

2 PmRiver 1 3/8 above SL
6 pm 16/8 " "
Farner has heard the quail a fortnight

Ch. yesterday. The barberry flower is now

inp. &it is very handsome with its {weathes} of

flowers

Many | ow bl ackberry flowers at Lees Ciff.

June grass there well out. {Krigia} how | ong?

Breans nests begun at Hub's grove shore--

They have {carefully} cleaned the bottom renoving the

conferva small weeds &c | eaving the naked

stems of some coarse ones, as the bayonet rush

--bare & red.

Young Stewart tells ne that when he
visited again that Gray Squirrel's nest which
| described about 1 nmonth ago up the Assabet--
the squirrels were gone & he thought that
the ol d ones had noved them-for {he} saw
the ol d about another nest.

He found another similar nest with 3
dead {blind} gray squirrels init--the old
one probably having been kill ed.

This makes 3 gray squirrels' nests that
| have seen & heard of (seen 2 of then) this

year--nade thus of |eaves & sticks {open} in

/1

11

11

11

11

11
/1
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the trees, & | hear of sone nore sinlar
ones found in forner years--so that | think
this {npde} of nesting their young may
be the rule with themhere. Add to this
one red-squirrel's nest of the sane kind.
June 2d Saturday- -
The past has been Anniversary week in Boston
& {there} have been several rainy or cloudy days--
as {——} the 30th pm & esp. night & 31st &
ni ght of June 1st cleared up at noon today--
This anniversary week is said to be commonly
' rainy.
Pmto River behind Hubbards G ove--
Red cl over 1st seen-- A boy brought ne
' yesterday a nest with 2 maryland yel throat's

//eggs & 2 cowbirds eggs in it & said that they

were all found together. Saw a pigeon yesterday--

;;a turtle dove today.
You see now in suitable shallow & warm
pl aces where there is a sandy bottomthe nests
of the bream begun--circular hollows {recently}
conf ervae

excavat ed- - weeds and ot her rubbi sh neatly
renoved-- & many {whitish} root fibers {of weeds}
| eft bare & exposed--

y There is a lively & washing NWw nd after

the rain--it having cleared up at noon-- The
waves are breaking on this shore with
such a swash that sonmetinmes | cannot

di stingui sh the bream poi sed over her
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nest within 10 feet of nme-- The air is cleansed
& clear--and therefore the waves as | | ook
toward the sun sparkle {with} so bright &
white a light--so peculiarly fresh & bright.
The inmpurities have all come down out of the
air.
The yel |l ow {Bet hl ehen} star is pretty conmon /1
now The {poi son} dog wood is so late--&
has such a proportion of thick gray stem-that
at a little distance they | ook |ike dead trees amd
the green birches & al ders.
8 Pm Up Assabet
The river is 4 inches above sum Level-- 11
A cool evening--a cold white twlight sky--
after the air has been cleared by rain--& now
the trees are seen very distinctly against it--
as yet heavy masses of verdure--but a
Iight {open} work the | eaves being few & snal
yet--as regularly open as a sieve—
Cool as it is--the air is full of the singing of
t oads- - peepi ng of hyl odes--& purring of
prob. R palustris. The last is esp. like /1
the {snoring} of the river. In the norning
when the light is simlar you {will} not hear
a peeper | think, & scarcely a toad.
Bats go over--& a king bird very late-- /1
Mosquitoes are pretty conmon-- Ever & anon we /1
hear the stake-driver froma di stance-- {There}

is more distinct sound {fron} animals than by day.
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& an occasional bull frog's trunmp is heard.
Turning the island | hear--a very faint &
slight screaning or {barking} sound--once--& suspect
a screech ow --which | often see on an oak
' | soon hear its nournful screamprob to its
mat e--not | oud now -but though within
201 or 30 rds--sounding a nile off eff--
| hear it |louder fromnmny bed in the night.
Wat er bugs dinple the surface now quite
' across the river--in the noonlight, for
it is a full noon.
The evergreens are very dark & heavy--
Hear °* the sound of Barret's saw mll--at
first like a drum-{then} like a train of cars.
The water has been raised a little by the
rain after the long drought--& so he
obliged to saw by night in order to finish his
j obs--before the sun steals it from hi magain.
June 3d
6 Am- River 3 3/16 inch above S. L.
//--i.e the river has begun to fall within 24 hours
& less after the rain ceased.
2 Pmto Bay-berry
These are the clear breezy days of {early} June--when
' the | eaves are young & {few}--& the sorrel not yet
/[linits p. Perceive the neadow fragrance
/1 Am surprised to some 20 or nbre Crows in
a flock still--cawi ng about us.
The roads now streamwith red mapl e

/1
seed-- The pines shoots have grown generally

oo 20" witten over "30"

1Bl ot ch coul d be a dash
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from3 to 6 inches & begin to nake a distinct
i mpression even at sone di stance of white & brown
above their dark green. The foliage of decid-
uous trees is still rather yell ow thar green
t han green--
There are in the Boulder field several of
t he creeping Juni per which grow quite flat
on the ground--sonewhat |ike the enpetrum -
nost elevated in the mddle.

Not only brakes many of themtall & branching 2

feet at least {frn} the ground have their branches nibbled

of f--but the carrion flower has very comonly
lost its leaves--either by rabbits or woodchucks

Tree toads heard- -

See a comon toad 3/4 inch |ong.

There are various sweet scents in the air now-
Esp. as | go along {on} arbor vitae hedge
| perceive a very distinct fragrance |ike strawberries
fromit.

June 4--60

Leave of f flanne

Yest erday & today unconfortably warm when wal ki ng

The foliage of the {elns} {over} the street im

presses ne {as} dense & heavy al ready--(conparatively)

The Bl ack poll warblers (S stricta) appear
to have left & sonme other warblers, if not
generally-- Wth this first clear & bright &
war m peculiarly June weat her--i medi ately

after the May rain. About a nonth ago

102" (conparativel y)" possibly added

11
/1
11
/1
11
/1
/11
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after the strong & cold winds of March & April--

& the (in conmon years) rain & high water

the ducks &c left us for the north--

Now there is a simlar departure of the

war bl ers--on the expansion of the | eaves &

advent of yet warner weather-- Their season

with us--ie those that go further is

when the buds are bursting--till the |eaves

are about expanded--& prob. they follow these

phenonena northward till they get to

their breeding places--flying frmtree to tree
to the next tree N. which contains its in

sect prey. 2 Pmto E. H Hil

They began to carry round ice about the 1st ult.

What | called carex conoidea in 59 was seen
in fruit

//June 2d this year » & nay have flowered with c.

/1

11

11

1st

pal | escens C. Hubbards ~ nmeadow S side of Swanp-brook

w || ows.

G yceria fluitans say 2 or 3 days Depot brook

bl ue

| see the great " devils needles {coasting} al ong

the river now - (& coupl ed)

Carex retrorsa (much of it going to seed) Hub Bath

shore--say 10 days. Has the general aspect of pallescens

At Staples neadow | observe that a
great {deal} of the pitcher plant--is quite
dry |l ead!® & slate-colored--with sone green
fl ower buds pushing up perhaps-- | think it
was thus half killed by the drought of Apri
& May.

1031906 has "dead"
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The cl ear brightness of June was well
represented yesterday by the buttercups--
(Rv Bilbosa) along the roadside-- Their
yell ow or gl ossy & varnished within, but not
wi thout. Surely there is no reason why the
new butter should not be yell ow now -
The tine has come now when the | aborers--having
washed & put on {thir} best suit--walk into
the fields on the sabbath--& lie on the ground

at rest

Aphi des on al ders--which dirty your clothes

with their wool as you wal k.

A cat bird has her nest in our grove--
we cast out strips of white cotton cloth--all of
she picked up & used. | saw a bird flying
across the street with so long a strip of cloth,

& so slowy

or the like, the other day~--that at first |
thought it was a little boy's kite with a |ong
tail. The cat bird sings | ess now-
while its mate is sitting or nmay be taking care
of her young & prob. this is the case with
robins & birds generally.

At the W spring of F. H Hill--1 cast
a bit of wood against a p. pine in
bl oom (perhaps not yet in p. generally) &1 see
the yell ow poll en dust blown away fromit in
a faint cloud--distinctly for 3 rds at |east--
& gradually rising all the while--(rising 5 or 6

feet perhaps)

11

11
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| find ap the sane or what | wll cal
t he bean- swanp-sedge (only snaller than
that) i.e--the sl ender--drooping {cul med}
{drawi ng} anong the checkerberries this side

all done | ong since

of Trillium Wod--also better in Hubb's
meadow by ditch N of Corner Road Causeway
--Vif this is like the C. Varia of Lees.
| hear that the nest of that marsh hawk
whi ch we saw on the 29th(£Aﬁ;£)since been
found with 5 eggs init-- So that bird
(rmal e) whose mate was killed on the 16th
of May--has since got a new mate & 5 eggs
laid

One asks ne today--when it is that the
| eaves are fully expanded--so that the
trees & woods | ook dark & heavy with | eaves
--1 answered that there {were} |eaves on nany
if not on nost trees already fully expanded- -

but that there were not many on a tree--the

shoots having grown only {some} 3 inches--but

by & by {they} will have grown a foot or 2--& there

will be 10 tines as many | eaves. Each

tree (or nost trees) now hold out many little
sone

twigs 2—or 3 inches long with 2 or 3 fully ex-

panded | eaves on it--between us & the sun--

maki ng already a grateful but thin

shade--1i ke a coarse sieve--so open that

we see the fluttering of each leaf in
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its shadow-but in a week or nore the tw gs
wi Il have so extended thenselves & the nunber
of fully expanded | eaves be so increased that
the trees will {look} heavy & dark with foliage
& the shadow be dark & opaque--a gelid
shade. Hazy & nts conceal ed

| notice today e.g. that nost mapl e--birch
willow-alder--& elmleaves are fully expanded
but npbst oaks--& hickories--ash trees & are not

quite
You may say that now when nost trees have

fully expanded | eaves--& the black ash fairly shows

green--that the leafy season has fairly comenced

(I see that | so called it May 31--& 27th 53)
June 5th 60

Am NE wind & rain steady rain

but hardly yet |arge {ones}

Hem ock beadwor k handsome”- -

VWhen | open nmy wi ndow at ni ght
| hear the peeping of hylodes distinctly through
the rather cool rain ({as} also sone the next am
but not of toads--nore hylodes than in the
| ate very warm eveni ngs--when the toads were
heard nost nunerously-- The hyl odes evidently
| ove the cool er night of spring-- The toads the

war m days & nights of May-- Now it requires

which will silence the toads

a cool (& better if wet) night ~ to nmake the

hyl odes di stinct.

/1

11

/1
11

11
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June 6--60
clears up before night
/1 Rain still--(the 2d day)”~& so cool that many
/' have fires
/1 The grass began to |ook fairly green--sunmer |ike
general | y--about the 1st inst.

6 1/2 Pmon river up Assabet.

After the rain-- The water has risen to 8 3/4

'/ in. above SL. & is rising fast-- But little rain
has fallen this Pm
The hem | ocks generally have not grown
qui te enough to be handsonest--but the younger
& | ower growths are seen now in the dark &
cavernous recesses-- Very fair with so many bri ght
eyes on their green--
/1 Saw!® Those swarms of black nobths fluttering | ow
over the water--on the 2d & tonight--
y The S. nigra is now getting stale-- It is a

very densely flowered willow, perhaps the nost so of
{any}-- the sterile ones seen afar (even by noon-
light on the 2d) are dense masses of yell ow
{aga} (now nore pale) against the green {trees} in
the rear-- {The} {have} but little |eafiness thenselves--
as yet--

Not only the foliage begins to | ook dark & dense
but many ferns are fully grown as the
cinnanon & interrupted--perfectly scoured over
t he bank & shore--adding to the |eafy inpression
of the season-- The osnunda regalis | ooks
later & nore tender--reddish brown still-- It
preserves its habit of growing in circles--
though it may be on a steep bank--& one
half the circle in the water

The new | eaves are now very fair.

1043dded in margin
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pure unspotted green--comonly nore or |ess
yel | owi sh-- The swanp white oak | eaf | ooks
particularly tender & delicate-- %;giA mapl e
is much harder & nore matured.

Yet the trees commopnly are not yet so densely
| eaved but that | can see through them- E. g.
| see through the Red--O-& the bass (bel ow Dove
rock) | ooking toward the sky-- They are a nere cut
work of light & shade after all. The oak may be

consi derabl y
alittle the thickest. The Wite ash is ~ thinner than
ei ther.

The grass & foliage are particularly fresh
& green after the 2 days of rain & we {mark}--how
t he darkening el ns stand al ong the hi ghways
--Li ke wands or weaths seen agai nst the horizon
They streak the sky with green.

How full the air of sound at sunset & just
after--! esp. at the end of a rain storm Every bird
seens to be singing in the wood across the stream -
& there are the hyl odes--& the sounds of the village.
Besi de, {sounds} are nore distinctly heard.

Ever & anon we hear a few sucks or strokes frm
the bittern--the stake driver--wherever we lie to
--as if he had {taken} the job of extending all the
fences into the river to keep cows from straying round.
We hear but 5 or 4 toads in all tonight--but
as many hyl odes--as ever-- It is too cool--both water
& air (esp. the first) after the rain for the
toads--at 9 amit is 58+ This tenperature

now after a rain stormhas cool ed the water
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/1

will silence the toads generally--but

t he hyl odes nore nusical than ever--

As the light

i's observed after

make

sunset - -t he

birds rapidly cease their songs--& the swall ows

cease to {hover} flit over the river-- And soon

the bats are seen taking the places of the swallows

& commonly a late king bird wll

be heard twittering stil

& flying back & forth like them”™ After {the}

bats--or 1/2 hour

after sunset, the water-

bugs begin to spread thensel ves over the stream

t hough 15 mi nutes

wi t hout the pads--

earlier not one was seen

now when it is {difficult}

to see themor the dinples they nake--except

{yo} {l ook} toward the reflected western sky.

It is evident that they dare not cone out

thus by day--for fear of fishes--& prob. the

nocturnal or vespertina

do not touch them

over Walden by day--& if so--it

I think | see them al

fishes as eels & pouts--

may be because

there is not much danger fromfishes in that very

deep water. | wonder

t he whol e breadth

of Flints P

if they spread thus over

It would be a nmeasure of the sizes of a | ake--to

know that it was so large that these insects did

not cross it.

See tonight 3 dead (fresh) suckers on the assabet
What has killed then?

6 Am River

i nches since | ast

June 7th--60

9 15/16 above S. L. has risen 1 3/16

evening at 6 1/2--

Thus it

{raind} 2 days nost of the tine--though not

havi ng

much the | ast

Pmthe river had risen sone 6 inches at the end of

the last pmby the tine it cleared up--& only sonme 1 1/4

inches in the next

12 hours of night

in the air
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Pmto Gowi ng's Swanp & Copan- -
Red Maple-seed is still in the mdst of its fall--
is blowmn far fromthe trees--
This is a S. W breezy day after the rain of the

| ast 2 days-- There is on the whole a fresh

& breezy cool ness in June thus far--perhaps
owing to the rains & the expanded foliage.

Wi te-clover already whitens sone fields
& resounds with bees.

Am surprised to find that in that frosty Hol brook
road hollow (call it Frosty poplar Holl ow
none of the poplars (p. tremuliforns) less than
10 feet high--(or parts of themless then 10 feet
above the ground) in the bottom of the holl ow -
have burst their buds yet--making this
which in sonme localities is perhaps the earliest
conspic. tree in others the latest to leaf. Al so
the shrub oaks are but just begun to |eaf
here & many maples & white birches have
but lately |eafed--having yet very snall &
tender | eaves-- These poplars--&1 think

(for | detect no dead & withered | eafets on them)

the oaks » & have here acquired a new
habit--& are retarded in their devel oprment
just as if they grewin a colder l|atitude--1like
the plants by the snow in Tuckernan's Ravi ne
They have not put forth & then been frost
bitten as in nost hollows--but the spring
has come later to them

The popl ars generally | ook quite dead stil

11

11
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am d the verdure that surrounds the holl ow
only those that rise above 10 feet are

unfol ded at the top-- The amount of de-

vel opment is a matter of el evation here--
CGeneral |y speaking all poplar buds above

a certain level have burst--& and all bel ow
are inert-- The line of separation is

very distinct now -because the tops

of the tallest are already |eafed out & {our}
green. This level line extends to the hil
sides all around--& above it all trees

are leafed out-- This is true of the

shrub oaks al so--except that

a great many of them which stand nuch

hi gher have already | eafed & been frost bitten

whi ch makes them | ook about as |ate

as those which ap. have not | eafed.

This hollow seens to be peculiar--(and my de-
pression bel. Beck Stows & the Great Meadows)
to be steadily cold & late & not warm

by day--so that the buds burst & are then
killed by frost as usual. Perhaps it is

not so nmuch a frosty hollow as a cold

one-- It is nbst open N & S

St andi ng at Hol brooks Barrel spring a female

/1 chest nut -si ded warbl er--hops within 4 feet of

me--inquisitively holding its head down &
one side {to} ne & peeping at ne--

Seei ng house | eek on several rocks
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inthe fields & by roadside in the neigh-
bor hood of Brook's C arks-- Farmer told
me that it was the work of Joe Dudl ey
a sinple fellow who |ives at one of the
O arks--that though half witted he knew
nore nedi ci nal plants than al nost anybody
in the neighborhood. |Is it necessary that
the sinpler should be a sinpleton?

| noticed Rye (winter rye) just fairly begun to
bl oom May 29t h /1
A Painted-turtle beginning her hole for eggs at 4 Pm

I's tha {e——}1% Carex Arctata? a day or 2 out

Yor Debilis%

on edge of Hol brook barrel ditch?

Yel | ow bugs have cone by thousands this
clear & rather warmday after the rain--also

when in a warmday after rain the plants are tender & succul ent

squash bugs have conme. ~ this is the time they work worst--

River at 6 Pm12 5/8 inch above SL.

Toni ght the toads sing loudly & generally
as do hyl odes al so--the {Thernone} being at 62+
at 9 Pm4° nore of warnth--the earth
being drier & the water warnmer--makes this difference.
It appears {then}that the eve just after

(as the last)

arain storm” therm58+ the toads will be
nearly silent--but the hyl odes w de awake- -
but the next eve with therm at 62+ both
will be wi de awake

Daw- bugs come hummi ng by nmy head tonight.

The peculiarities of the new

| eaves, or young ones, are to be observed,

5gcrat ched out word

/1

/1

11

/1

11
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As | now renmenber
AThere is the whitish shoot of the Wht pine--

the reddi sh brown of the p. pine giving a new tinge

to its tops--the bead work of the hem ock--the

now j ust conspic bursting {light} glaucous green buds

of the black spruce in cold swanps--the

frizzly | ooking glaucous green shoots & |leafets of the

& fragrant now or soon
pine--~ the thin & delicate foliage of the

I arch-- The inconspic. & fragrant arbor vitae--

The bead work of the Juni per repens-- Red cedar
{June 8} grown 1 inch or nore, but not very distinct

i nconspic.-- Prob. the bead-work of the yew‘0®

white

The tented | eaves of the ” oak--the crinmson

& brush-shrub & now in holl ows
bl ack & white o”--latel y*--the downy grayi sh

at first--of black & white--&c--the now tender

delicate green of swanp white & chi ncapin--

The large & yellowi sh rapidly expanding at first of

ganboge
the nut trees-- The ™ yellow of the birches

(now as dark as nost--for trees |eaves are

acquiring one shade at present) The thick darker

green of alders. The downyi sh of button-wood

still small The {soon} devel oped & darkened &
& G | eads
fluttering {+} early aspens. The still silvery P. G andid--
The snmal |l | eafeted & yell ow sh | ocust

--The early yellow of S alba-- The fine |leaved S

Nigra-- The weath & columm |eaved el m

The suddenly expandi ng--but few | eaved ash trees--show ng

much stalk or stem-& branch-- The button bush

with shoots before | eaves. The reddi sh | eaf ed young
checkerberry-- The suddenly devel oped & conspic--

vi burnums (sweet & {naked})--the unequal -Ieafing

pani cl ed androneda. - -

The purplish brown stipules of the Amel anchi er

downy

%6curved line fromcaret to inserted text

Bot .

bl ong.

in color
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The red mapl es now becone darker & firm or hard

The | arge | eafed sunachs
June 8--60

River at 6 am 12 7/8 above SL

2 pmto Well Meadow
vi a Wl den- -

Wthin a day or 2 has begun that season--
of Sunmer--when you see afternoon showers '
--may be with thunder--or the threat of them
dark in the horizon and are uncertain whether to
venture far away or w thout an unbrella. | noticed
the very first such cloud on the 25th of May-- The
dark {34} iris of June. When you go forth to walk
at 2 Pmyou se perhaps in the SW-or W-or nay
be E horizon a dark & threatening mass of cloud
showi ng itself just over the woods--its base
& horizontal & dark--with |ighter edges where it
is rolled up to the light while all beneath is the kind
of dark slate of falling rain-- These are summer
showers--conme with the heats of sunmer--

June grass just begun to bloomx in
the village

A Great yellow & dark butterfly--(C saw sonething

like it a week ago)--

VWhat delicate fans are the great red o. |eaves
now j ust devel oped--so thin & of so tender a
green--they hang | oosely flaccidly down--at the

mercy of the wind |ike a new born butterfly

/1

11

11

11
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or dragon fly-- A strong & cold wi nd would
bl acken & tear them now - They rem nd ne
of the frailest stuffs hung around a dry goods
shop--they have not been hardened by exposure yet.
These raw & tender {lungs} of the tree
The white o | eaves are esp. downy & {lint} your clothes
This is truly June when you begin to see
/1
brakes--(dark green) fully expanded in
t he wood pat hs.
That sedge which grows in the fox path
hol | ow (by the androneda ponds--) The
coarser one--rather around the sides or slopes
than at the very bottom-is a slender
C. siccata--alnost all out of bloom-
all except that which is at the bottom
of the hollow For |I see here on a smaller
scal e the sane phenonena as at Hol brook
(v yesterday)
popl ar holl ow -~ The pan. cornel |ooks generally
dead--j ust beginning to |leaf-- Young white & bl ack
o's are in the red--& the 2d anel anchier is in
the flower still here-- Indeed shrub oaks--
& young O s generally & conspicuously are
quite late just in the {red} now in holl ows
& other cold parts of the woods--& generally
shrubs--includi ng hazel even
t hese have not been frost bitten--but have not
put forth till now.
At _wel | neadow
/1 C. Bronpi des may have been out a fortnight
/1& C. Scabrata say 10 days.

C. tenella (near the earliest cowslip) all in seed

/1& much seed fallen & no sterile flower--say 3 weeks
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C. intunescens say 5 or 6 days (f?égt S. of Earliest /1
cowslip--)

Hoed potatoes 1st time 2 or 3 days ago
My corn--to-day /1

Al'l stagnant water is covered with the Iint from

the new | eaves--(harmess to drink--) esp after

rain. If you a scarlet oak leaf & rub the

under side on {your} coat sleeve it will not whiten

it--but a white {o} leaf--will color it as

with neal.
C. Polytrichoides grows at Well Meadow - /1
| see a small mist of cob web gl obul ar

on a dead twig {—}7 8 inches above the

ground in the wood path. It is frml 1/2 to

2 inches in dianmeter & when | disturb it {and}

see it swarming with a nass of a thousand

m nute spiders. A spider nest |ately hatched /1
In early June methinks--as now -we

have cl earer days--less haze--nore or |ess

breeze--esp after rain--& nore sparkling

(I ook fromF. H Hill) /1
wat er than before--~ As there is nore shade

in the woods--so there is nore shade in the

sky--i.e dark {or} heavy clouds contrasted with

the bright sky-- Not the gray clouds of spring.
The | eaves generally are alnost fully

expanded. i.e. sonme of each tree-- '
You seek the early strawberries {in} {any}?8

the nost favorabl e exposure--on the sides

hills--knolls or swells--or in the little sandy

07gcr at ched out word

1%npy be one word
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{hows} 1% where cows {——} have pawed settling

the question of superiority & which shal

the herd when first turned out to pasture.
As | look at the mts in the horizon

--1 am struck by the fact that they are al

pyram dal - - pyrani ds nore or

| ess | ow -

& have a peak--{draw ng} Wy have

the nts usually a peak? This is not

the conmon formof hills. They do not

SO inpress as at |east.

River at 7 pm14 1/2 above S. L.

| ead

June 9th 7 am R ver 14 1/8 above S. L.

only--though after consid.

To recapitul ate--at eve of the 6th after

the rain of the 5th & 6th the river

6 inches or to 8 3/4 inches above S. L.

At 6 amthe 7th it was only 9 15/16 above SL

6 Pm :

6 Am 8th

7 Pm :

7 Am 9t h

6 Pm “ (showers during day)

i.e having ceased raining the eve of the 6th the
river reached its highest the eve of the 7th

but it had done nore than 1/2 its rising before the
rain was over--& it by no neans rose steadily

afterward--for in the 1st 12 hours (of night)

{after} the rain ceased it

12 5/8

12 7/ 8
14 1/2

14 1/8
14 3/4

in the next 12 hours (of day)

1%pybe an abbreviation for holl ows

rain in the night.

had risen sone

rose only 1 3/16 inches

2 11/ 16
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in the next 12 hrs (of night) it rose 1/4 inch
“ § “ (of day) “ 15/8
“ § “ (of night) it fell 3/8
ieinthe {first} 2 12 hours of night it rose
only 1 7/16 {inch} in the 1st 2 12 hours of day it rose
4 5/16 inches. This is the case where the whole
rise is 11 or 12 inches at this season--& it--
is evidently the effect of the dams above--
on one or both streans.
{WE} have had hal f a dozen showers
today--di stinct sumer showers frm bl ack cl ouds
suddenly wafted up--fromthe W& NE-- -- also

sone thunder--& hail |arge white stones

Standing in the MIl damthis Pm after
one of these showers-- | noticed the air ful
of some kind of down--which at first | mstook
for feathers or lint frm some chanber--then
for light-w nged insects--for it rose & fel
just {like} the flight{s} {of} nmay-flies-- At length
traced it to the white willow behind the bl ack-
sm ths' shop--which ap. the rain has rel eased- -
-- The wind was driving it up between & over the butei-
buildings & it was flying all along the m Il dam
ina streamfilling the air--like a flight of
bri ght-col ored gauze w nged insects as high as the
roofs {It} was the willow down with a mnute
bl acki sh seed in the midst or beneath-- In the
noi st air--seen against {The} still dark clouds
--like large white dancing nmotes--fromtine to

time falling to earth.

11

11
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The rain had ap. | essened then & the slight breeze
succeedi ng setting agoi ng.

As | stood talking with one on the sidewal k
saw 2 yell ow dor bugs fall {successively} to the
earth frmthe el mabove-- They were sluggish
as usual by day--& appeared to have just | ost
their hold-- perhaps {on} {ac.} of the rain or
the slight wind arising-- | also see themfloating
in the river into which they have fallen--or perhaps
they have been carried off by its rising. They m ght
be called blunderers.

6 Pmpadle to Flint's hedge--

Ri ver 14 3/4 above SL

vib. lentago nearly in p.

An abundance of C. {scopparia}!® now conspi cuously
browns the shores--esp. below Flints WI I ows

The C. |l agopodioides is ap. in pr. (out say 1 week)

or |ess
at Flints hedge-- That is ap the C. rosea there
under the hickory--observed the 23 of May--

The C. nonile is now quite conspic. along the
river--as well as the-C. bullata.

A king bird s nest & 1 egg--

' C. says that a fox stood near watching himin
/1 Brittons Hollow today (No doubt she had young)

The water bugs begin to venture out onto
the stream frmthe shadow of a dark wood as
at the Island. So soon as the dusk begins to
settle on the river--they begin to steal out--

or to extend their circling frmanid the bushes

pr oper spelling is scoparia
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& weeds over the channel {s} of the river-- They do

not sinply then if ever venture forth--but then

invariably & out over the whole I ength of the

streamthey one & all sally out & begin to d

its {broad} surface-- as if it were a necessity {so}

to do

June 10--60

Anot her showery day--or

2 Pmto Annursnack

i mpl e

rat her shower threatening

A very strong NWw nd--& cold--(at 6 pm

it was 58°+) This with wind nakes a very

cold day at this season. Yet | do not

need fire in the house--.

This violent & coo

injure the just devel oped tender |eaves-- |

observed so nuch {harn} of this kind done--

wi nd nust seriously

never

Leaves

of all kinds are blown {or} off & torn by it--

As Qak--maple--birch & {As} | sit under

white oak--1 see the pieces fragnents

torn off--1/4 or 1/

2 the leaf--filling the

air & showering down at each ruder bl ast--

& the ground is spotted green with them

There are not many whol e | eaves of the white

oak bl own of f but t

hese torn fragnents

rather. At the assabet Stone bridge

the water along the shore is lined with a

broad green nass of
blown into it--3 or

agai nst the shore.

t hem whi ch have been
4 feet w de--washed

Such a wi nd nakes tearing

/1
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work with them now that they are so tender
I find very conmon on the sides of

annursnack Hill the perhaps Carex

/1 Cephal ophora (which | called Mihl enbergi

/1

%/ June 13%

in May) for | see no rbs now - %%
{nerves}
Fhe There is much handsone {i nterupted}
fern in the Painted cup neadow - & near the
top of one of the clunps we noticed sonething
like a |l arge cocoon--the color of the
rusty cinnanon fern wool-- It was a
red bat--the New York bat, so called.
It hung suspended head directly downward with
its little sharp claws or hooks caught through
one of the {divisions} at the base of one of the
pi nnae- - above the fructification. It was a
delicate rusty brown--in color very like the
wool of the cinnanmon fern {with} the whiter bare
spaces seen through it early in the season
I thought at first glance it was a {broad}
{brown} coccoon--then that it was the
pl unmp body of a nonstrous enperor noth--
or reddish
It was rusty brown--white or hoary within
ap. triangul ar

or beneath the tips with a white * spot beneath
about the insertion of the wings. Its wings
were very conpactly fol ded up--the principa
bones (darker reddish) lying flat along the under

side of its body--& a hook on each neeting its

opposite under the chin of the creature.
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It did not ook like fur but nor{e} like
the plush of the ripe cat tail head though
tenger & nore | oose--all trenbling up in the
wind & with the pul sations of the animal. |
broke off the top of the fern & let the bat lie
on its back in my hand-- | held it uptight &
turned it about for 10 or 15 minutes but it did

not awake. Once or twice it opened its eyes

& even it raised its head opened its nouth

alittle--, but soon drowsily dropped its head &
fell asleep again. It ears wer{e} rounded
& nearly bare-- It was nore attentive to sounds

than to notions. Finally by shaking it & esp.

by hissing or whistling |I thoroughly awakened it--

& it fluttered off 20 or 30 rods to the
woods. | cannot but think that its instinct
taught it to cling to the Interrupted fern--
since it mght readily be m staken for a
mass of its fruit. Raised its old haggi sh
head-- Unless it showed its head w de awake--
it looked like a tender infant.

June 11--6 am River 12 inch above SL
at 10 1/2 amsail to Talls I.--
Wnd NW pretty strong & not a warm day

| notice the patches of bullrushes--
S. lacustris--now generally 18 inches high
--& very dark green--but recently show ng
t hensel ves

The evergreens are now conpletely invested

by the deciduous trees--& you get the ful

11
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/1

effect of their dark green contrasting with

the yell owi sh green of the decid. trees--

The wi nd does not blow thro' our river valley

just as the vanes indicate at hone--but
conformably to the formof the valley--sone-
what-- It depend on whether you have a high

& hilly shore to guide it--or a flat one which
it may bl ow across. Wth a NWw nd- -

it is difficult to sail fromthe willow row

to Hub's bath-- Yet | can sail nore westerly
poi nt

frmthe island in F. H Bay to the bath place above.

And though | could not do the first to day--

| did sail all the way fromRice's bar to 1/2
m | e above Shernmans bridge by all the wi ndings
of the river-- If the bend is due east & the
wind N W | can sail round it.

Again as | was approaching Bittern ddiff--1
had but little wind--but | said to nmyself--as
soon as | reach the cliff--1 shall find
nmyself in a current of wind blowing into the
openi ng of the pond valley--& | did. |Indeed
the wind flows through that part of the river
val | ey above the water |ine--somewhat as
the water does belowit.

| see frmtime to time a fish, scared by our

4 to
sail, leap™ 6 feet through the air above
t he waves- -

See many small blue devils needles to day
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but--no mates with them-{& is it not they that
the king bird stoops to snap up--striking the water
each tinme?

I find the Sudbury neadows unexpectedly wet--
Ther is at |east one foot of water on the nmeadows
generally-- | cut off the principal bends--pushing
amd the thin sedge & pipes--& land on Tall's
Island-- | had carried India rubber boots to | ook
for wen's nests--but the water was very much
too deep--& | could not have used them except--
on the very edge {on} some places-- Yet the river in
Concord this norning was but just one foot

about

above summer |evel--& 18 ~ inches above which
it was just before the m ddl e of My--when
every body remarked on its extreme | owness--& {Ebby}
Conant --observed to me "It is lower than ever it

was {known} to be, is n't it?" | told himthat

| had seen it as low, in the sumer, about every

other year. If you should lower it 18 inches
{now} here there would still be nuch water on

t he Sudbury Meadows.

The amount {of} it is, The Sudbury neadows are {so}

{referred} to the river--that when the river is 19 1/8 inches

above extrenme | ow water (the | owest we have had

this year--) you can push over the greater
part of the Sudbury neadows in a boat.

Ac. {on} the {far} the greater part of these
meadows there is now very little grass i.e sedge--
--but thin pipes & sedge--the c stricta &

nmoni | e comonl y--too wet for scoparia & stellulata
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| do not see the great scirpus fluviatilis
there yet-- The greater part of the neadows

are evidently too wet for the c. stricta {&}
(occasionally some | arge tussocks--surrounded by water)

A& nonile even--& the pipes are but thin--

There are many | arge spaces of pads—
as at Talls |I. showi ng that they are wet
all sumer-- The sedges {even} {are} thick &
rank--only on the nore el evated & drier edges
It is too wet even for sedges to flourish--for they are not dense as on other
meadows
except on {those} higher parts near the hills or shores--
of the neadow- This is nore like a | agoon
C. stricta grows thinly (with thin pipes) or occasionally in large tufts-- --On
dry parts only the
c nmonile-- & &c
than a nmeadow in fact.
Landing on Tall's Island--1 perceive a sour
scent frmthe wilted | eaves & scraps of | eaves
whi ch were bl own of f yesterday--& strew the ground
in all woods.
Just within the edge of the wood there
see a snall painted turtle wit+h on its back
with its head stretched out--as if to turn over—-
surprised by the sight | started to investigate
th cause-- t+found—that It drewin its head at
once--but | noticed that its shell was partially
enpty | could see through it frmside to

side--as it lay--its entrails having been

extracted-- through | arge opening{s} just before--

the hind | egs. The dead | eaves were { } 1t
flattened fr a foot over where it had been
operated on--& {where} a little bloody-- Its
paunch |l ay on the | eaves--& contained much

veget abl e natter——aliranberry | eaves &c-- Judgi ng
by the striae it was not nore than 5 or 6 yrs

old--(or 4 or 5) Its fore parts were quite

HUigcrat ched out word
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alive, its hind |egs

gone-- Ap. its spine

up--dead--its {innards}

perfect. The flies had

entered it in nunbers. What creature could

have done this which

it would be difficut for

a man to do. | thought of a skunk--weasel--m nk—

--but | do not believe that they could have

got their snouts into so small a space as

that in front of the

hind | egs between the

shells. The hind | egs thensel ves had not been in-

jured nor the shell scratched-- | thought it

nost likely that it was done by sone bird of the

heron kind, which has a long & powerful bill

And prob. this {accouts} for the many dead

turtles which | have

found & thought died frm

di sease. Such is nature--who gave one

creature a taste {&

yearning for another's

entrails--as its favorite tid-bit!

I {thought} the nore of a bird--for just as we

were shoving away frmthis isle-- | heard a

sound just like a small dog barking hoarsely--&

| ooking up saw it was made by a bittern (A ninor)

a few of which were f

| appi ng over the

nmeadows & probably had a nest in sone

tussuck thereabouts.

No wonder the turtle is

wary--for notwi thstanding its horny shell--when

it cones forth to lay its eggs--it runs the risk

of having its entrai
reason that the box t
|l and--is made to shut

the shell--&

s plucked out. That is the
urtle which lives on the
itself up entirely within

suspect that the nud tortoise only {cones}
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forth by night. Wat need the turtle has
of sonme horny shield over those tender parts
& avenues to its entrails. | saw several of these
painted turtles dead on the bottom %/ June 10--58%
Al ready | see those handsone
fungi spots on th;eg mapl e | eaves
yellow within, with a green center, Théz A 1ight
red ring deepening to crinmson. The largest a quarter of
an inch in dianeter--
Heard many red-starts on the |I. saw creepers
& one wood- pewee nest on a swanp wht o. not
qui te done
On our way up we ate our dinner at Rice's shore
& | ooked {over} the neadows--covered there with
wavi ng sedge--1ight glaucous as it is bent
by the wind--reflecting a greyish--or |ight
gl aucous light frmits under side-- That
meadow {op.} Rices bath--is conparatively well -
covered with sedge--as the Great Sudbury
neadow i s not - -

begin to
I now first” notice the silvery under sides of the

red maple & swanp white o. |eaves--{—} {—}**? turned
up by the wi nd.
Looking at a hill side of young trees what
vari ous shades of green-- The oaks generally are
alight & tender & yellow sh green--the white
bi rches dark green now - The maples dark & silvery
Noti ce Pads & pontederias are now pretty
thick-- The white lily pads--reddi sh--& show ng
their crimson under sides frmtime to time when

the wi nd bl ows hardest--

22t wo scratched out |etters/words
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The {potanpgeton} (the |arge commopn one) is
remarkable as a brown leaf--fit color for
the brown water on which it floats--but
t he {potanbgetons} are blue & scarcely obvious yet
on the river.

A painted turtle laying at 5 pm
Saw a sphinx nmoth ni ght before |ast—-

The carex tentaculata at Cam Shell in p. (say

It abounds at Forget ne not shore--dense flowered

week) spreadi ng spi kes- -
At 9 pm54°+ & no toads nor peepers heard.

Sorre fields began to be white with white weed
on the 9th

June 12--60

pm up Assabet - -

I find several E. inscul pta nests--& eggs
& see 2 painted turtles going inland to lay at 3 Pm
At this nonent--These turtles are on their
way inland to lay their eggs--all over the state—-
warily drawing in their heads and waiting when you
conme by-- Here is a painted turtle just a rod
inland--its back all covered with the {fragnent}
of green |eves!®® blown off & washed up yeterday--

whi ch now line the shore-- It has come out

through {their}®* {wack.} As the river has gone down

these green | eaves mark the bank in lines

just |ike saw dust.

| see a young yel. spot turtle {on} the Assabet--

quite
still ~ broad & roundi sh--though | count about 7

striae. It is very handsone.

13ppss. "l eaves"

ypybe "t his"

11

//

11

11
/1

/1
/1
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at 7 1/2 pm |1 hear many toads--it
/1 %7t h have heard no nore hyl odes%
/1 being a warm ni ght--but scarcely any hyl odes
/1 Ri ver 10 1/3 above SL.
June 13--60
2 Pmto M Mles via dam Shell--
Hear of a snapping turtle which had begun to

//1lay her eggs last night in Cyrus Hosmers

He found it by its scaring his horse as he was pl ow ng bet.

{cornfield}--this side Clam Shell--1 sawits
The horse started & stopped at it--
track. | see how !l can find them Select

a cultivated field esp a sandy one near
the river or a brook--& walk along its edge
parallel with the stream-at this season
& you will see by the track if a turtle has
recently gere been out that way way--can--
followit & find the eggs.
I first heard that tchuck sound as of a fish
striking {a} {pad} on the 2d of June--when there
'/ were very few weeds in the river--& have since heard
it repeatedly.
| noticed as | sat in nmy boat by the river side
| ast evening 1/2 hour after sunset--a very
//low & | ocal yet dense fog close to the shore
under the edge of the sedge on one side, a foot
high x 3 or 4 wide for several rods-- It
occupi ed such a space as a shadow does under
a hedge-- It occurred to ne that perhaps the

wat er was cool er there than el sewhere.

I find on the face of O am Shell hil

his corn--
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carex Muhl enbergii--about ripe--the perigynia
nerved distinctly on both sides--1 think that this
is the same with that of May 26 & June 10 &c al
that | may have thought {cepal ophora}!® this year--
--though I did not find themdistinctly nerved on
both sides. They were younger--the acheni um
of this is orbicular. It grows then here & prob
at Lees S. slope--Annursnack Hill (very {common})
& is generally | ong done.

| see {at} Martial M|l es--2 young woodchucks
taken 16 days ago-- Wen they were perhaps
a fortnight old. There were 4 in al
& they were dug out by the aid of a dog. The

not her successively pushed out her little

ones to the dog--to save hersel f--& one

was at once killed by the dog. These 2

are now nearly 1/3 grown-- They have {found}

a hole within the house into which they run--
& whither they have carried shavings & & nade
a nest-- Thence they run out doors & feed cl ose
al ong about the house--Ilurking behind {barrel s}
&cc They eat yarrow -cl ove--catnep &c

&c--are fed with nilk & bread. They do

not drink the mlk like a dog or like a cat
--but sinply suck it taking the sharp edge

of the shallow tin dish in their nouths--

They are said to {spit} like a cat-- They eat
{bread} sitting up right on their haunches

& holding {in} it in their fore paws just like

15p90ssi bly "cefal ophora", proper spelling is cephal ophora

/1

/1
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a squirrel-- That is their common & natural
node of eating. They are as grey or
greyer (or hoary) as the old.

{Ms.} Mles says they sleep on their heads

curling
--ie putting their heads right under them
--al so that they can back as straight
into their hole as if they went head fore
nost .

| saw a full grown one this Pm which
stood so erect--& still--its paws hangi ng
down & inobvious as its {ears}, so that
it might be mstaken for a short & very stout
st ake.

At Ledum swanp--the woodwardia is
recent--generally not yet expanded. one

of the | atest ferns.

The Eriophorum vagi natumis generally

/1 gone to seed.

The carex canescens is (the glaucous
scoparia like) is the prevailing c. there
hangi ng over the ditches & the {pool}--
I find in J. Hosners spring--a seedling skunk-
cabbage with the nut attached-- It had
fallen into the spring--perhaps from{a} {nouses}
store--& a single green leaf 2 or 3 inches
Il ong had grown fromit while a {root} had
penetrated the nud
The {strawberry} about Hosnmers {tract} spring
has its seeds in pits & is therefore F. virginiana
The Eriophorum pol ystachyon is {well} cottoned

out
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| see that rather tall & slender--also
{hairy} (clandestine {like}?) panic grass
prob now in flower--(1st noticed the 10t h--the
pannicles of it) which I will call--P /1
di chot onbus the | eaves not {hairy}-- a few distinct
nerves

I found {seven} weeks ago a little fern with a
snoot h shining dark or blackish stemas |ong
as its {frond}--just behind the slip el munder
the rocks--which has an {indusiun} |ike that
of the woodsia obtusa--& | will so call it 11
it-- {may} {have} fruit {shovel} fromit about the 1st
It is not, however, glandular hairy.

Now perceive the snell of red-clover bl ossons

This pmthe streets are strewn with the | eaves
of the Buttonwood--which are still falling. {Looking}
up | see many nore hanging wilted or wthered half
forned |l eaves. | think that the | eaves of these
trees were especially injured by the cold wind of the

as the other trees
10th ~ & are just now falling in consequence-- | can
tell when | amunder a button wood by the
nunber of |eaves on the ground. Wth the other
trees it was {mainly} a nechanical injury--done rather
by the wind than the cold--but the tender shoots of
this tree were killed

Yesterday | could still see through the
bass & the red oak up the Assabet--& /1
the last was a little the densest--

On the 11th | saw swi mm ng near me on
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1 the Sudbury neadows ap. the Bryttus!'® obesus

g //judingfrmits stripes & form- It was quite tame
4 & ap. rather sluggish.

5 June 14--60

6 | see near at hand 2 of {those} |arge

7 Ilyellow (& black) butterflies which I

8 have prob. seen nearly a nmonth. They rest on

9 the nud near a brook.-- 2 3/4 to 3 inch in alar
10 extent-- Yellow with a broad bl ack border—

11 outside of which a row of small yell ow spots

12 --3 or 4 black marks transversely to the fore

13 wings--& 2 fine lines parallel with the

14 body on the {hinder} (?) wings-- A snmall & slender
15 reddi sh

16 swal low tail with A~ brown & blue at the tail.

17 Body bl ack above & yell ow al ong the sides.

18 C. says it is the papilio Turnus of Say.
19 Pmto 2d Division

20 fresh

21 At Dugan {Dessert} many " turtle tracks.

22 They generally {steer for} sone nore el evated &
23 per haps bushy place-- The tail nakes a serpentine
24 track {drawi ng} the tracks of the flipper &

25 claws quite distinct--& you see where the turtle
26 rested on its shell {flatting} en the {sand} fromtine
27 to time. You can easily trace one to where

28 the sand has been disturbed & dig up its eggs

29 as | did-- 6 eggs about 2 1/2 to 3 inches deep

30 [//E. inscul pta.

31 The juncus of 2d Division has—just is just

32 % } %

33 //beginning XXX %% at the Wor N Westerly edge next
34 the higher ground-- It may be that nobst of it

35 does not bl oom- The stignas {as} prom nent

36 {a} few plants--the anther scarcely perceptible yet

uetg" witten over "b"
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The sepals are rather a {green} purple with a green

center--than green-—

The sl ender grass mixed with the {above}--ap. Trisetum

pal ustre--is now very commonly in bloom-ap severa
days-- Also the snmaller (15 inch) festuca
2 or 3 days--in dry ground--

The white water ranunculus is abundant in
the brook--out say a week--& well open

in the sun shine It is pretty white flower (with

yel | ow center) seen above the dark brown green | eaves—
in the rapid water--its peduncle recurved so as
to present the flower erect 1/2 to 1 inch above the
surface--{while} the buds--are subnerged.

See a pigeon. A {brood} of little
partridges in the wood paths-- The old bird utters
a-loud {wiry} new ng sound of alarm-the young a
very fine sharp sound like cherry birds--
For a week at | east have seen cow birds about
cows.

The commmon cress gone to seed only a little lingers

| felt that the season of stormns--
ie of 2 days rain, was past about June 1st
saw a rai nbow in pmof 7th

June 15--60
2 pmRiver 4 1/2 above SL
% but rarely}%

For sone tinme | have not heard toads by day--%%
& not for a long tine in nunbers-- Yet they stil
sing at night-- Perhaps it is entirely a natter

of tenperature--that in June & maybe the {latter} half of

/1

11

11

/1

11

/1

11
11

11

11

11
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May (?) they require the cool ness of the evening to
arouse them The Hyl odes appear to have
done- -

| paddle to O am Shell--

Noti ce the down of the Wite {& WII ow
near the bridge--20 rds of f--whitening
sassafras shore for 2 or 3 rds--1ike a dense
white foam It is all full of little seeds
not sprouted-- It is dense as fur--& has
{first blown} 15 rds over land-- This is a late
willowto ripen--but the black wllow shows

%As | notice%
{no} down yet-- It is very conspicuously white along the
shore {a foot or 2} wi de--a dense downy coat or
fleece on the water-- Has bl own NE--

See Froth about the base of sone grass
in a nmeadow The | arge early wool grass of
the meadows will shed pollen in a day or 2--(can see
stamens) on Hosnmers Flat shore-- This it is grows
incircles--

As | stood there | heard that peculiar
hawk i ke (for rhythn) but nore resonant or
cl anging kind of scream- which | may have
heard before this year--plover like--indefinitely
far--over the Clam Shell plain-- After
proceedi ng half a dozen rods toward the hil

I heard the famliar {willet} note of the

//upl and Pl over--& | ooki ng up saw one standi ng

erect (like a large tell tale--or chicken wth
its head stretched up) on the rail fence-- After

awiileit flewoff SW& | ow t hen wheel ed
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& went a little higher down the river--of pigeon

si ze--but quick quivering wings--finally rose

higher & flew nore or less zig-zag as if uncertain

where it would {alight}--& at | ast when al nost

out of sight it pitched down into a field near

Cyrus Hubbard's. It was the sanme note | heard

so well on Cape Cod in July 55--& prob

the sane | heard in the Shawsheen valley May 15--

58 | suspect then that it breeds here.
The button bush is now fairly green /1
The C. stricta tufts are now as |arge as ever--& /1

the culns falling over-- They are |like great |ong haired

heads- - now dr oopi ng around the great tussocks--

{drawi ng}**” I know of no other sedge that

make so mmssive & conspicuous a tussock

This the one that reflects the
pecul i ar gl aucous sheen from

--yet with a slender leaf. its {bent} surfaces--

The turtles are ap. nowin the midst of their |ay- /1
ing-- | go looking for them-to see where they
have left the water for this purpose-- See a snap- /1

ping turtle whose shell is about 10 inches {long}*®-- Making
her hole on {the} top of the sand bank at the stream

mll site within 4 rods of the road. She pauses

warily at sound of {nmy} boat--but | should have

nm st aken her for a dark stone--if she had

lifted {he} snout above her shell. |I went to her

as she lay & hissed by the hole at 4 pm

It was about 3 1/2 inch across & not perpendicul ar

but chiefly on one side say 5 inches deep (as yet)

{& 4{+} inches wi de beneath--but only about one inch

Uextends three lines

Liepi g?
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of the bottom exposed when you | ooked straight
{& { } like the commobn E. pictas hole--saw 2 or 3 sinilar holes nmade by her afterward
down-- ~There {was} her broad track (sonme 10
She had copiously wet the ground before or while digging as
i nches wi de) up the sandy or gravelly bank--
the {picta} does
& | saw where she had before dug or began to
dig with in a rod of this--but had retreated
to the river-- | withdrewto the bridge to observe
her (not having touched her) but she
took the occasion to hasten to the river—
A thunder shower in the N goes down the Merrinack

| see a carex (at nmouth of swanp bridge
brook) & el sewhere) say {bel} nonile & {bull ata}
--but {com} with 2 fertile spikes--snmooth stal ks
but very dense flowered & thick spikes--the
perygyni at*® {flatten} for want of room-ap. 2
sterile spikes-- Seen also last year. | think
We have had warnmer weather for

say since 12th
several days--”"a new season begun--daily
Heat probably about 85°+ at 2 pm
bat hs--thin coat--&c--V top of NP
The bull frogs now commonly trunp at
night & the nosquites are now really trouble-
sone.
June 16--60

| notice this am {about} nmy mel ons {the}
excrenent 5 to 6/8 inch long {+} narrowed--
& with a sort of stemat one end--full of
{wi ng} {cases} of beetles &c--& bl ack-1ooking at
first Iike the coccon of sone insect--
but nmoist & fresh-- Also saw 4 or 5
on the side walk as | went to the P. O (after

awarmnight) It is prob. the excrenent?°

of the toad--of which | have seen an account.

1ysual |y sp. perigynia

120There i s sonething scratched out over the word "excrement"
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| saw great {puffs} on the Androneda the 14th
{& about} same for several days past
At 2 Pm85°+ ~ | have heard no
hyl odes since the 12th--& no purring frogs (R pal us-
tris--) think they ceased about the sane tine--or
with the 85°- heat--i.e with ribbon for neck &
t hi nnest sack
Thunder showers show t hensel ves about 2 pm
inthe W-but split at sight of Concord &
go E on each side--begetting only a slight

shower —-

At Eve paddl e to C am Shell

The nmeadows full of |ightning bugs tonight--
1st {seeen} the 14th (There had then been a thunder

shower in the north.)

Rose bugs 2 or 3 days at |east.

It appears to me | that these phenonena
say June 12th

occur si nul taneousl y--~{v12}

Heat about 85+° at 2 pm- True Summer--
Hyl odes cease to peep--
Purring frogs (R Palustris: ') cease--
Li ght eni ng bugs 1st seen--

Bull frogs trunp generally--

ButH—f+roegs nosquitos beqg. to be really troubl esone
15--16--17th

Afternoon Thunder showers al nost regul ar”®
10th

Sl eep with open w ndow -& wear thin coat & ribbon
on neck- -

Turtles fairly & generally begun to |ay.
As | stand at Clam Shell, it occurs to

me that | never see the stink-pot laying its eggs

on on |land by day--that therefore it nmust lay its eggs

12lcol on might only be a blotch

/11
11

11

11

/1
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%o {v} {look} in journal { } when {Riobertus} have { }%?*
by night-- % %Mere then shall | 1ook for them

now by night--with a | antern? Wy not
here as well as any where--& | turn ny eyes in
the twilight to the shore there--when | see
aturtle just entering the water-- Running to it
with haste | see it (after it has entered the
river) to be a stink pot--which prob. was frightened
by us--had cone forth to lay--or possibly was return-
ing. | think I never see the picta & inscul pta
& yel spot ashore by night.

The pickerel weed appears to have suddenly
shot up to about its final height--but
it is minly owing to the river having rapidly fallen
a foot--within a few days-- As far as the height
of this plant is concerned the river now reaches
its sumer {reginme.} Not yet the potano-
get ons.

Ch. found a marsh hawks nest on the
great Meadow this pmwi th 3 eggs
consid. developed. This is the 3d | have heard
of this year. % July 3d%

June 17--60
Quite a fog this norn.

About 12 pm {notice} thunder clouds in W-

/1 & hear the nuttering-- As yesterday it

/1

{splits} at right of C. & goes S & N--
Never the | ess about 3 pm begins a steady
gentle rain here for several hours & in the

ni ght again.-- the thunder as yesterday
This the 3d day of thunder shower in pm through the 14th it did not

122t oo faint to read on copy

rain here--
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nmostly forerunning or superficial to the shower.

Carex flava out possibly a week

June 18--60

The tunul tuous singing of birds--a burst
of mel ody--wakes ne up (the w ndow bei ng open)
t hese nornings--at dawn-- \What a natinade
to have {poured} into your chamnber!

2 pmto Walden & diffs--
Rabbit clover is now 2 or 3 inches high
| see in the southerly bays of Wl den--the
pi ne poll en now washed up thickly--only at
the bottom of the bays--esp. the deep | ong bay--
where it is a couple of rods long x 6 to 24 inches
wide & {1} inch deep--nore sul phur yellow-&
now has no snell. It has conme quite across the
pond from where the pines stand full--half a
m | e- - probabl y washed across nost of the way.

I's that Bronus secalinus on RR at
Wal den? not yet in bl oom-

| have scarcely seen a warbler for a fortnight--
or since the | eaves have been devel oped--though
I hear plenty of themin the tree tops.

St andi ng on Emersons cliff--1 see very

distinctly the redness of a luxuriant field of

clover on the top of F. H Hill sonme 2/3 of a nile
of f--the day being cloudy. & misty. The sun
just ready to break out-- You mi ght have

m st aken the redness for that of of wthered

/1

11

11

11
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pi ne boughs where wood was cut last wi nter.

On this Enerson hill-- --1 notice anobng

2 years ago

other {growths} after the cutting”--the huckle-
berry & blue berry--that the sedge P
Pennsyl vani ca- - has shot up {into} large & | uxuriant
& densely set tufts--giving to the spaces between
the little oak {sprouts} & clunps--quite a
grassy appearance- -

Noti ce those remarkable galls in a shrub oak
{drawi ng}**® 2 or 3 together--or hardly
so broad as this. each with a grub in it

June 19--60
Dewy clouds in the air today & yesterday--

yet not threatening rain--sonewhat dog-day

like.

Let an oak be heaved & put into the frane
of a house where it is sheltered & it wll [ast
several centuries--even as a sill it may |last 150

years--but sinply cut it down & |et

it lie though in an open pasture & it

will probably be thoroughly rotten in 25 years
There is the oak cut down at C am Shel

some 20 years ago-- The {but} left on the

ground. It has about 2/3 wasted away--& is hardly

fit for fuel

The | eadi ng shoot of one of my young Wite pines

2extends 3 |ines
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(not the rankest--but easily reached)

"has grown 16 1/4 inches--let me neasure it /1
%/ 27th & July 4th%

again in a few days

{Py- |
2 Pmto Flints Pond
where the wood was cut sone 22 years ago

Going thro' the cold hollows at Ripple Lake--7
| observe that they are still alnopbst entirely sedge
whi+e bare grassy hollows--while at a certain
hei ght all around the wood rises abruptly & densely
to the height of 15 or 20 feet-- These portions are
kept bare & are likely to be an indefinite tine
| onger. The sedge of these hollows is the
Pennsyl vani cus- - Sl ender {siccata}--& {sonme} {vestita}--
as well as grass. There are nunberl ess choco-
| ate colored & other devils needles {coasting}' up
& down these holl ows now- -

hserve a nest crowded full with f young- - /1
brown thrashers half fledged. You would think
they would di e of heat so densely packed--&

over-flowi ng 3 head one way & the other lies

across-- How quickly a fox would gobble them

up!
Ri ppl e | ake NE shore is lined with a
pi ne
pal e yell owi sh » pollen--though there are

wht ps
no pines within--a dozen rods--& those " on
as with neal
the E--1/2 of the pool is gray with the dust--
Is not this paler yellow that of the
white pine? {W of Goose pond. Thus these
ponds & pools in the woods--catch the

pine pollen that may be floating in the

1241906 has "coursing"
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at mosphere--& it is washed up to one
at Flints also

side (the NE side)--~ They are pollen-oneters
| see at Flints--a great many w nged insects
collected on it.

The Devils needl es now abound in wood- -
pat h,--& {about} the ripple | akes. Even
i f your eyes were shut you would know
they were there--hearing the rustling of their
wings as they flit by or wheel in pursuit
of one another. {Very} Various colors & sizes.

| observe that the water bugs confined
them selves to the shore even of Ripple |ake
{now} {by} {day}--though | doubt if there are

fishes that would disturb themin the niddle

her e.

The eriocaul on shows white heads 2 to 5 inches

hi gh- -

| follow a distinct fox path amd the
grass & bushes for sonme 40 rods--beyond
Brittons' Hollow |l eading fromthe great
fox hole-- It branches on reaching the
peach orchard. No doubt by these routes
they oftenest go & return to their hole.
As broad as a cartwheel --and at |ast
best seen when you do not ook {to} hard for
it.

Sone tall rough golden rod is 3 feet high
& generally in rich ground it is 2 or nore--

al so sone fragrant golden rod is 2 feet high--
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The carex tentaculata is peculiar whitish
spi ked.

The clethra has a peculiarly fresh shining
| eaf-- The Red 0. leaf has a hard gloss to it--

Sone | arge round oak apples on smal
trees or bushes are interesting and handsone even
as a fruit--a lenon--or orange. Here are
some 5 inches in circunference--glossy green on {one}
side (pale on the other) with whitish proni nences.
Those {drawi ng} 2 {poi nted} ones
of yesterday--are a pale dull green with simlar--
whi ti sh points

Pads al ready eaten for some time--in straight
lines as if {racked} by shot--& | see that they
are {thus} eaten {fron} the!'® upper side for {here}
is one place begun but not eaten through

I's not that the {dyria} {palliada}?® now
out a day or 2 in the small fern just S of
Li ncol n {bound} on the Turnpi ke??

Eri ophorumgracilis®® (the triangular |eafed) well out
same place with the last--prob sone days--

Red starts are common here now -
Sugar mapl e keys are falling on the conmon

The {green} sarsaparilla berries nmake quite a
show-as you catch sight of them half conceal ed by their
| eaves.

June 20--60

No dew this nmorn, but early in the am

Heavy rain (with hol dings up, all day & part

of the following night. Very little wind & that NE

(This the result of the 2 days of dewy cl ouds--dog dayish)--

125There is a scratched out |letter here.
126 i kel y A yceria pallida

127shoul d be gracile

11

11

11

11
11
11
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It cones down perpendicularly--nearly 1 1/4 inches

falls into a large tin pail wth upright

/1
sides (which |

had placed in the garden--for

the purpose) between 8 am & 12--& by the

next nmorning there is 2 1/8 inches--(which is the

nore rain falls yester today--than any day since narch,

whole of it--)~ It is awarmrain &1l sit

all the day & evening with ny w ndow open

grass- -

It beats down the potatoes ™ &c--& so {wei ghs}

down the |uxuriant shoots of the current

that they either break off or require to be broken

off at a great sacrifice of growh (18 to 24 inches

6 amthe
/1

(prob fromabout 2 or 3 above in the norning of yesterday)
/1 A7 Pmit

The wind is still

| ong.

June 21--60

Ri ver has risen to 6 7 1/2 i nches above SL

is 11 1/2 inches above S. L.

NE. & the air is now so

cold (cooled by the rain) that nost have

fires--& it is unconfortably cool out of

the sun--which does not shine nmuch this Am

Phal aris Anericana X (sone prob 2 or 3 days)

/1

It is the rankest & for its size nobst conspicuous

conmmbn grass.

You see great dark green islets

of it by the side of or even in the river where

it is nmuddy--with the large whitish pannicles (?)

lifted above the {broad} rank |eaves. These

are 4 or 5 feet high--very |uxuriant

| first

noticed elms full of dark shade

//at a distance sone 3 or 4 days ago. As soon as

they are well

leafed it

is seen how gracefully they
dr oop.

if not this year
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At 12 pmit is only 59° above zero-—- /1
sone

& | amsurprised to hear * toads sing--which I have not heard
lately by day. as if this degree of cool ness even (at m dday)
was agreeable to them-corresponding to 62 or nore
above.

At noon the {sun}'?® cones fairly out--& the

breezy
wind rises-- June has been quite a breezy'? nonth
thus far-- | have waited in Vain for {perfetly} snooth
//

water in which to watch the bream poi sed over her
nest-- There has been al nost a steady breeze or
breezi ness--with the waving of new | eafed boughs.

2 Pmnto Little Truro.

%3 stanened%

Is that taill ess-seeded %% juncus (by RR at planks

above the {pl atens} the paradoxus or {articul atus}* /1
% {it} when { } July 7 going to { } {seeking} turtles

out sone days. 9%all it {Scirpoides}%
Al so several rods beyond this is a 6 stanened dark
green prostrate Juncus rooting at the joints--not yet
out--what is it? W July 7th% /1

Carex flora grows up the RR about as far as the spring /1
on the N side-- | see on the RR track young
partridges about as big as ny fist--while /1
the old bird in grass does not see ne at first.
The young now nake a sound not so {fine}--nore

some of the notes of

like ~ little chickens. The old bird steps about
alarmed with {swolen} throat--or neck-feathers
puf fed up--

Crossing WnBrown's dry field in front

of the School house | see a young thrasher //

whi ch has just left the nest--& the old bird

128mi ght be "sun" witten over another word
129" hreezy" bl otched and corrected above

130" paradoxus or {a...} crossed out in penci
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about

dry fields where {there} are scattered birches pines &

it. I oftenest find themin {haf} open

shrub oaks.

The earliest cinquefoi

Browns dry pastures--but

i n bl oom now The silvery cinquefoi

grows abundantly in

scar cel y see one

i s abundant.

Havi ng noticed the pine pollen washed
in the woods
up on the shore of 3 or 4 ponds ~ lately--&

at Rippl e Lake a dozen rods fromthe

near est pine--also having seen the pollen broew

carried off visibly half a dozen rods {fron} a p.
pi ne which |
when there was very little w nd--

to ne that the air nust be ful

dust at this season. That

had jarred--& rising al

the while

It suggested

of this fine

it nust be carried

to great distances--when dry & falling at night

perhaps or with a change in the atnosphere

its presence mght be detected renote from

pi nes--by exam ning the edges of pretty {large}

{bodi es} of water where it would be {culled} to

one side by the wind & waves froma |large area

So | thought over al

t he snal

ponds

in the township in order to select one or nore

nost

shores |

renote fromthe woods or pines--whose

m ght exanine & so test ny theory.

| could think of none nore favorable than

this little pond only 4 rods in dianeter

a watering place in John Browns pasture--

wwhi ch has {but} {ten} pads init.

131n Rl

witten over

t ext
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It is a small round pond at the bottom of
a hollowin the mdst of a perfectly bare dry
pasture. The nearest wood of any kind is just
39 rds distant northward & across a road
fromthe edge of the pond. Any other wood
--in {other} directions--is 5 or 2 tinmes as far--
I knew it was a bad time to try nmy experiment—
just after such heavy rains--& when the pines are
ef f et e(’% -l"lttotoI eI ate-- The wind was now bl owing quite
the pollen
strong fromthe NE (whereas all that | had
seen hitherto had been {culled} on the NE sides of ponds
by a SW wind) | {approached} the pond {fron} the
N. E. & looking over it carefully along the shore
there could detect no pollen-- | then proceeded to
wal k round it, but still could detect none.
| then said to nyself--if there was any here before
the rain & NE wind, it nust have been on the
NE side--& {then} have been washed over & {now} up high
quite at or on the shore-- | |ooked {then} carefully
stooping down & was gratified to find after
all a distinct yellow line of pollen dust
about 1/2 inch in +e width--(or washing all to
2 or 3times that width) quite on the edge & sone
dead twigs which | took up {fron} the { } shore
were conpletely crusted with it--as wth sul phur
This yellow line reach half a rod along the SW
side--& | then detected a little of this dust slightly

{graying}*® the surface for 2 or 3 feet out there.

(Many little {snow} (?) fleas on it) /1

B2gr azi ng?
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VWhen | thought | had failed {--}1 was much
pl eased to detect after all this distinct yellow
line--revealing unn stakably the presence of
pi nes in the nei ghborhood & thus confirmng
my theory-- As chenists detect the presence
of ozone in the atnobsphere--{by} exposing to it
a delicately prepared paper-- So the |akes detect
for us {then} the presence of the pine pollen
in the atnosphere. They are our polinoneters.

How much of this invisible dust nmust be floating

on—the—surface—of—thetakes—& in the atnosphere

& be inhaled & drunk by us at this season!
{Who} knows but the pollen of sone plants may
be unwhol esone to inhale & produce the di seases
of the season. %W June 20 & 22d 58%

O course a large pond will collect the
nost & you will find nost at the bottom

of {long} deep bays in to which the wind bl ows

--1 do not believe that there is any part of this

town on which the pollen of the pine may not

fall. The time to exam ne the ponds this year

was | should say, fromthe 15th to the 20th of this
nmont h. Looking at the trees today--1 find that

the pines are now effete--esp. the p. pine tdurred
sterile flowers now turned reddi sh-- The white pine

ighter colored--& all but a very little indeed--

is effete In the white pine--it is a dense cluster
of 20 or 30 little flowers about the base of this

years shoot .

| did not expect to find any pollen--the pond was

so small--& distant from any wood--but |
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t hought that | {want to} exami ne. Who knows but the
pol I en of various kinds floating thro' the air at
this season may be the source of sone of the
pecul i ar perfunes--which are not traceable to their
sour cel

Noti ced a dead E. picta on its back--dead
a nonth or two-- The head was gone--& of course
all the insides--& there was a hole in front of
its hind I egs on each-side-- The legs left--
Was not this killed just as the one at Talls 1?

That meadow grass which casts the
pecul i ar gl aucous sheen fromits bent & waving
surface is the C stricta--either in tufts
or growing thinly. (V 15th)

Carex®® |upulina (say 4 or 5 days, or may be a week)

This is plenty just at the Hill Landing

at Little Truro Pond hol e. ol d. Bridge side

Saw t he pigeon egg puff ball formed on the 19th
Started up a night hawk in the dry field near
the Pond hole. Prob. they affect these dry & gravelly
fields--as at Truro. Were the small fescue

grass grows--& sone tufts of C. scoparia (?)

Tall fescue grass X /1
El eocharis the 2 small still in bloomesp. the
smal | est . /1
June 22

River at 6 am 11 15/16 above SL. having risen
/1
only 7/16 in the night. at 7 pmit 15 1/8 above SL.
| see mnnows by the shore 1/2 inch | ong.

Rice tells nme that he saw in a nud hol e

133l ot ch or pd. after C

11

11

271



O WN =

~

10
11
12
13
14
16
17
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34

35/
36

/1

/1

/1

/1

near the river in Sudbury about a fort-

ni ght ago. A pout protecting her ova
--which were in a ball about as big as an

al |l exposed
appl e--~not at all hatched (I think he
said on a stick) under which she {swanp}
swam There were al so pouts of various sizes
about there--some only 2 inches |ong! says
his son WIliam

Hear the peculiar peep. of young gol den robins on
the el ns this norning.

VWhat is that great toothless thin-shelled green

anodon fluviatilis
cl am -*whi ch Rice brought fromthe sane
mud hol e menti oned above--just 6 inches |ong
br oad

3 inches high--& 2 3/4 thick--very green with rays--
A handsone shel |.

There is a strong NE wind this Pm The thernoneter
60°+ only at 12 1/2 Pm & 65+ at 5 Pm - But
it is remarkably cold in the wind & you require
a thick coat-- 65°+ nowwith wind is unconfortably
cold. | hear that it has killed some birds--Martins
&c found dead in neighbors' yards

The heavy rain of the 20th with the cold of
the 21st has killed sonme birds-- A martin
& another bird were found dead in Weildon's garden
The | eaves are now rapidly becom ng hard & gl azed
--acquiring {firmess} as well as a darker color--

2Pmto G eat Meadows
At Moore's Swanp the Carex Conpbsa (?) X

A paint turtle digging to lay in wood path
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at 3 1/2 Pm The throat of the hole in this
hard ground is only 7 to 8/8 inches wide--& the hole
is now about 2 inches deep & about the sane in width
beneat h--expanding in all directions beneath but
chiefly toward the head of the turtle. {draw ng}

On the NE side of the Great Fields
there are 2 or 3 little patches of sand {one} to
{2 rods} across--with a few slivers of arrowhead
stone sprinkled over them- It is easy to find an
arrow head if it is exposed-- These spots are pl owed
only by the wind &rain--& yet | rarely cross
thembut | find a new arrow head exposed.

The [atest aspens at Hol brook Hol | ow
prob. did not leaf till about a week ago--
or the mddle of June--(Saw themon the 7th as well
as today--) They have now grown an inch

nserve the tops of the flowering fern killed
by frost along the S edge of the Great Mad-
ows last night. These ferns are very tender
& betray it.

I wal k straight across the neadow from W of
Hol brooks to the river--& the prevailing grasses
were Scirpus eriophorum (out several days)
Carex stellulata--C. bullata with at least 2 fertile spikes
met hi nks--{thi s} the order of their preval ence.

%V June 16-59) %

Al opecurus geniculatus in the Geat Meadow path
quite fresh--say several (3 or 4) days.

The pretty new moon in the west is quite red this evening.

June 23--60

River at 7 am 15 inch above S. L. having fallen

11

11

11

11

11
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/lbut {it} grows cooler with Easterly {w nd} before night

?

/1

A sparrows nest with 3 fresh eggs in a holl ow
of awillow?2 1/2 feet fromground at ny boat's
pl ace-- The bird has the usual narks expee ex-
cept perhaps the spot on the breast is nore obvious
& the lines {over} the eyes nore white & distinct.
The eggs have a nuch bl uer-white ground than
those | have & beside are but slightly spotted
with {brown} except toward the |arger end. The
chip of the bird is nmetallic--not the hoarse chip
of the spring-song spar.. V. eggs in {coll.}
% June 25--56%
2 Pmto Bare H Il road--
& the 24th al so
This is a decidedly dog-dayi sh day®--foretold
by the red-nmoon of |ast evening.
The sun light, even this forenoon, was yeHe
peculiarly yell ow-passing thro' m sty clouds--
& this afternoon the atnosphere is decidedly
blue. | see it in the street within 30 rods--
& perceive a distinct--nmusty odor. --
First bluish nisty dog-day--& sultry. Therm
at 2 only 85°+ however--& w nd cones Easterly
now & rather cool (as it does the 24th)
The foliage is now thick--& for the nost
part dark--& this kind of weather is prob
the result of this anount of shadow-
--1 suspect that it may be true as said, that
the first half of June is cooler than the |ast

hal f of May.-- On this account--

Smi | aci na racenonsa, how | ong?
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Agrostis seabra X Pond path at E end of \Wal den /1
%orob vul gari s%
Poa conpressa nmany fairly begun on /1

the RR at WAl den--al so pi per grass X /1
j ust begun.
| see a young rana sylvatica--in the
woods only 5/8 inch long. or is it a hylodes ?
--for | see a faint cross like mark on the ?
back--& yet the black dash on the sides of
the face.

at height for this river
A7 pmthe river is 15 3/4 inch above SL."3¥ /1

It rained hard on the 20th & part of
2 1/8 inch of rainin all--there being no drought
the following night »~ raising the river from
some 2 or 3 inches above S. L. to 7 1/2 inches above SL.

at 7 Amof the 21st

"7 pm " " 11 1/2 " "
6 am --227? 11 15/16 " "
7 pm 22d 15 1/8
7 Am 23d 15
7 pm 23d 15 3/4

Thus 2 1/8 inches of rain at this
season, falling on one day--with little or
no wind--raises the river while it is falling
sone 4 inches--on the next day it rises 4 nore
--the next night it rises 7/16 inch--nore; the next day
(2d after the rain) it rises 3 3/16 inches--the next
night it falls 1/8 inch it rises again 3/4 inches
(or 5/8 absolutely). Il.e. it rises till the 3d day
after the rain. |.E after a remarkably
heavy rain of one day--it does not rise as

much in a night as it ordinarily falls in a day
at this season.

B4 ine fromcaret to inserted text
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June 24--60

2 pmto C am Shel

The dog- dayi sh weat her conti nues- -

The | eaves generally are eaten--where young &

tender--as the | eaves of mnelons (squashes)

as soon as they expand a little-- Wen they

becone nore hard & gl azed--they are | ess
& earlier
edi bl e. Hence this™ is the season for galls

of various kinds-- The pads are al ready extensively

eaten. | do not know what eats th{ose}

shot like lines-- but | see the pads esp--of

the yellow lilies--with many little black

or dark brown grubs on them (no doubt hatched

on them) {annular}, & yellow beneath--& now

/leating them-but not eating through. making

crinkled lines all over them

/] 9Notice%* No young breans in the nests yet

%erhaps | do July 2d%

That Hilly road through Baker's

land to Bare Hill--is a true up country

road--with the scent of ferns along it.

There are birches & enough in the road for

bean poles & to stick your pea in with--& the

man who has just built hima true country

house there is now indulging hinself with

peas--fresh prob. for the first time-- The

brush 5 tines as high as his peas which

are now in bl oom

Have seen the flowering fern ripe for

sonme days

135 "ofNot i ce%

is squeezed into the margin
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Saw young blue birds fully grown yesterday—
but with a feeble note--& dull colors.
Start a woodcock fromam d ferns
Comon curl ed dock--sone tine.
Notice the red-cups of the tops of trunpet
weed a foot 2' high.
Al plants | eaped say the mddl e of June--& summrer
commenced. River {begs} then to wear its sunmer aspect. '
| perceive the rank, dog-like scent of meadow
rhue See white lily buds.
June 25th
2 Pmto Dugan Desert--
| see a femal e marsh hawk
{beating} along so well suddenly give chase
to a small bird darting to right & left 20 feet
hi gh about a pine.
There are no turtle tracks now on the desert.
but | see nmany crow tracks there--& where
t hey have pecked or scratched in the sand in
many pl aces--possibly snelling the eggs!?
Al'so the track of a fox over the sand. & find
his excrenment buried in the sand & the crows
have dabbled in the sand over it. It is
full of fur as normal. What an unfailing
supply of small ganme it secures--that its
excrenment should be so generally of fur
As near as | can make out with ny

gl ass, yes | see & hear the particolored warbler

at Ledum swanp on the |arches & pines--

11

/1

11
/1

/1
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A bl ui sh back--yellow breast with a
reddi sh crescent above--& white belly--& a
conti nuous screeping note to the end.
At Eve up the Assabet--
% pm-Rver 12 1/2 abv. SL.%
The water of the Assabet is now very generally
whitened with the down of the black wll ow
floating on it--yet it is not yet collected
/1in very dense nasses--not quite in the p. of its
fall--the coarsest kind of Iint that falls
on the stream The phalaris grass,
/I now may be in its p.--is with its great white
lifted over its rank bl ades 18 inch above
spi ke M perhaps the nbst conspicuous grass we have
wi Il soon close up into a narrow spi ke
in C. (or hereabouts except the Phragnites)
/1 Scirpus lacustris sone days. Hear 4 or
5 screech ow s on different sides of the

river--uttering those peculiar |ow {scream ng}

or {working}--ventriloqual sounds--prob. young

' birds sone of themlately taken flight
Farmers are just begining their June-
! grass hayi ng.
no {Torrey} Poa dentata
The A yceria pallida? »~ grows in that ditch
' at the little brook on the Corner road--{above}
to {the road} on the S side in A Weelers (?) |and--
June 26th
y Still hazy & dog-dayish--

Go to the Menagerie in the pm
9%Ri ver 10 1/2 above S. L. %
At 5 Pm %% cross the neadow to the heml ocks

The blue eyed grass, nowin its p. occupies
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& har der
the drier » parts of the nmeadow where | can wal k

dry shod--but when the coarser sedge grows--

& it is lower & wetter--there is none of it. | keep
dry by following this blue guide--& the grass is
not very high about it. You cross the neadows

dry shod by followi ng the winding | ead of the

bl ue eyed grass which grows only on the firmer

nore el evated & drier parts.

The hem ocks are too much grown now & are
too dark a green--to show the handsomest bead
wor k- - by contrast

Under the hem ocks on the bare bank--

ap the aira flexuosa not |ong.

Young bl ack wi |l ows--have sprouted &
put forth their 2 mnute round | eafets--
{wher} the {cottony} seeds have | odged in
a scum agai nst the alders &c--leafets
from1/40 to 1/25 of an inch in dianmeter.

Wen separated fromthe continuous film
of down they have a tendency to {sink.}

The Canada Naiad (?) which | gathered
yest erday- - had perhaps bl ooned--thought | detected
with ny glass sonmething |like stamens about the little
bal | s.

June 27--60

2 pmup Assabet to Farners

See on the open grassy bank & shore
just this side the hem ocks--a partridge

with her little brood-- Being in ny boat

/1

11

11
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I went within 3 e+ 4 rods & they were

hardly scared at all. They young were

but little bigger than chickens 4 or 5 days
old--yet could fly 2 or 3 rods-- The partridge
now t akes out her brood to feed all the
country over & what an extensive range they
have--not confined to a barn yard

To day it is cool & clear & quite

//windy & the black willow down is now

/1

washed up & collected agai nst the alders
& weeds--the river nostly swept of its dust
& | ooki ng nore sparkling.

Farmer says that he found on the 24
a bl ack snake | aying her eggs on the side
of the hill between his peach orchard & the
| edge in the woods. He showed ne the place
today-- The hol e was about 3 inches |ong
by one wide & 4 or 5 inches deep in a slanting
direction {drawi ng} He found the snake
lying with her head & tail both at once in
the hole occupied with laying {drawi ng} & she
had then | ayed 12 eggs he pressed
out 2 nore--(14 in all) They were
not connected together--& were 2ce as | arge
as the sternothaerus egg. (soft shelled--)
He I eft them on the ground--but when he
went there this norning--he saw sone crows
devour them before his eyes-- This hol e’ was

not in sand but in rather |ean pasture

3¢h witten over a w
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sod--& hard--freshly made-- It bore a genera

resenblance to a turtle's hole. Was cl ose by

where his uncle (?) tried to dig through to

the other side of the world--dug nore or |ess

for 3 years. used to dig nights--{as} |ong as one

candle lasted {-left} a stone--just between him & the

other side--not to be renmoved till he was ready to narry

Washi ngtons sister: The foxes now occupy his

hol e
Hol cus Lanatus {x} a week or 10 days

Hosners field on Assabet--N of Poke Logan

Juncus tenuis W% 3 or 4 days. /1
Farmer calls the flowering fern--'Staghorn'

says it is the conmon nane with farners

H s bees are swarning--all collected over the /1

outside of the hive
In his meadow that tall very slender--% eddi sh%
%lel i cate and trenbling% Yet not the |ong branched speci es%
wel | spread pan capillary panicle--reddi sh--
% have {& wll call it so%say 3 or 4%
per haps Agrostis perennans--sefre days, perhaps
I's the greener one--on bank bel ow Poke Logan
distinct? I's that short red-top-1like
grass of farners pasture--now out say 3 or 4
shoot & ends
days--red top--(or a scabra?)®® say ~ red-top /1
River at 6 Pm7 5/8 above SL-- /1
The pine shoot which on the 19th
had grown 16 1/4 inches is now 20 3/4 |ong--or
has grown 4 1/2 inches in 8 days--a little nore

than 1/2 an inch a day It had evidently grown

much faster before. V July 4th

BB™say 3 or 4" is directly above "seme" in the M5 as it replaces this word

38parent heti cal note might be crossed out w penci
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Get from Farners speci mens of Barley & Weat
%30 {May} %
& in the former--ap. Bronus Secalinus (?} %% none
/1 wi{ 1%
of themyet out--
June 28--60

Assabet Bath & Sunset Interval--
On the 25th | first noticed that the
black willows (the sterile ones not whitenened

with down) were just begun to be handsone

' with their light {ethereal} green against
other trees. They are now getting to be sufficiently
t hi ck.
This nmonth, it nmust be 85° at 2 pm
M & still to nmake hot weather--80° with
wind is quite confortable
y June grass is now generally browned atop

--its spikes being out of {bloon}--& old.
Herds grass out 2 or 3 days x
/1 & hear
I now see ™ nmany young birds about--
/1 Young barn swallows on tel egraph wire &c
Farmer said yesterday that he
t hought foxes did not Iive so nuch
open
in the depth of the woods as on ”~ hil
si des--where they lay out & overl ooked
the operations of nmen--studied their
{ways}--whi ch made them so cunni ng.

Abeut The 21st | began to notice

//the festuca ovina in dry pasture--prevailing

& so {marking} a season--
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Fow neadow grass, though not quite in
bl oom - has now begun to neke an inpression '/
on the inlands & in the neadows--with its dense
growi ng recurved or drooping green tops--

Pani cum | ati folium how | ong?
| see no tortoises |aying nowadays
but | neet today with a wood tortoise which
is eating the leaves of the early potentilla. &

sandy

soon after another in Hosmers” bank field N
of Assabet Bridge deliberately eating sorrel-- It
was {evidently} quite an old one, its back being
{worne} quite snooth, & its notions peculiarly
sluggish--. It continued to eat when | was
within a few feet--holding its head high
& biting down at it each tine bringing away
a piece of a leaf. It nmade you think of
an old & sick tortoise eating sone Sal utary
herb--to cure itself with--& mad¢ rem nded
me of the stories of the ancients who, | think
{made} the tortoises {thus} cure thenselves with
dittany or origanum-when bitten by a venonous
snake. &c. It inpressed ne {a} if it nust
know the virtues of herbs well--& could sel ect
the one best {suited} its condition of body-- Wen
| cane nearer it at once drewin its head--
Its back was snpoth--& yell owi sh--a venerabl e
tortoise. When | noved off--it at once w thdrew

into the woods.

See 2 of those remarkably brilliant beetles

/11
11

11
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near the {caving} edge here--with copper &

green reflections--head green & bl ue ones

They are sluggish--& can be transported on

a | eaf.

| eaves

On the alders ~ by the river side in Sunset

Interval --

| see countless small

bl ack

mller like insects 3/8 inch & of this form

{drawi ng}--but all

of them had not feelers

I think they were the sane that hover in

/1
a swarmover the water at eve.
A species of Juncus prostrate & rooting--
in RR ditch above the Platens is al nbst out.
/1 %W v} July 7th%
June 29th
/1 Dog- dayi sh & showery with thunder--

Though a thunder shower has past NE & grazed us
//at 6 Pm 91° the hottest yet™ & in

consequence--at 6 1/2 or 7 anot her Thunder shower

moves up fromthe SW-& there is a sudden

remar kabl y

burst fromit with a »~ very strong gusty w nd

//& then rain for

del uge-- |

earlier all

15 mnutes falls in a blinding

think | never saw it
There was the sane sudden & remarkably violent storm about 2 hours
The roof of the depot shed is taken off--

rain so hard--

up & down the Hudson--& it struck the G eat

many trees torn to pieces--the garden flooded
Eastern at her nmoorings in N York & caused sone danmge
at once--corn & potatoes & &c beaten fl at

You coul d not see distinctly many rods through

the rain.

It was the very strong gusts

added to the weight of the rain that did

the m schi ef - -

wi nd

There was little or no

ratn before the shower--it belonged wholly to it.

Thus

//the hottest

our nost violent thunder shower--foll owed

hour

of the nonth.
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June 30th 1860
Try the tenperature of the springs & Pond--
at 2 1/4 pmthe atnosphere N of house

83°--above zero
{is} the sane Pm

AThe water of the Boiling spring 45°

Qur well, after punping 49°

Brister's Spring 49°

Wal den Pond (at bottomin 4 feet water) 71
River at a rod from shore 77°

(2 pmthe 1st of July the air is 77° & the river 75°)
| see that the tenperature of the

boiling spring on the 6 of March 1846 was
al so 45°--& | suspect it varies very little
t hrough out the year.
If you {paw} {into} {sand} both by day & night you
find the heat to be permanently {greatest} sone 3{--}
i nches (today) below the surface--& this is about
depth at which the {swat+} tortoises place their
eggs-- Wiere the tenperature i s highest pernmanently
& changes | east between nights & day.
A 2 Pmthe River is 6 inches above SL. /1
CGeneral |y speaking the fields are not /1
i mbrowned yet but the freshness of the
year is preserved-- Standing on the side of
F. H H Il the verdure generally appears
at its height, the air {clear} & the
wat er sparkling (after the rain of yesterday)
& it is a wrld of glossy | eaves & grassy
fields & meads.

The foliage of deciduous trees is now so nearly
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/l--as dark as ever greens that | am not

11

/1

struck by the contrast.

| think that the shadows under the edge
of woods are | ess noticed now because
t he woods thensel ves are darker--so
too with the darkness & shadow of el ns

Seen through this clear spark-
ling breezy air--the fields--woods
& meadows--are very brilliant & fair
The | eaves are now hard & gl ossy (the ol dest)
yet still conparatively fresh--& | do not
bt see a single acre of grass that
has been cut yet-- The river neadows
on each side the stream | ooki ng toward
the light--have an el ysian beauty--
A light yellow plush or velvet as if
{sone} ganboge had been rubbed {into} them
They are by far the nost bright & sunny
| ooki ng spots--such is the color of the
sedges which grow there-- Wiile the
pastures & hill sides are dark green--
& the grain fields glaucous green--
It is remarkable that the nmeadows, which
are the |l owest part--should have this
Iightest, sunniest, yellowest |ook

Now t hat season begi ns when you see the
see the river to be {so} regurarly divided |ongi-
tudinally into pads, snooth-water, &

sparkling ripples between--in a clear day.

286



10
11

12
13
14
16
17
18
19
20
21
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33

ol der
The » White Oak | eaves have now a

bl ue or dark purplish bloomon their cheeks

{or} {prom nences}--which you can rub off |eaving them

green.

The grasses of sedge path--are the early sedge

(which is rmuch of it turned {by} a {snmut} festuca

ovina, & the carex siccata.

Bromus secal i nus by WAl den say yesterday X
Bar | ey
This & that in Farnmers wheat the sane--
t hough sonme is downy & sone snooth--& it does
not open much in bl oom-because the gl une
does not reach beyond nmid. of 2d fl ower
Y%except a few at eve%

| hear no toads to speak of of | ate% %%*--
See {in} the garden the hole in which a
{toad} sits by day--{drawing} It is a round hole
about the width of his body across, & extending
under one side about the length of ny little
finger. In the main i ndeed {shaped} |ike

beneat h

a turtles nest--but not so broad » & not quite
so deep. There sits the toad in the
shade & conceal ed conpl etely under the
ground--with its head toward the entrance
wai ting for evening. This was on the side of
a corn-hill.

They are now cutting clover.

Scirpus subtermnalis is ap. just beginning
{at} the pert pout's nest the water being

very | ow.

There is a turnip like weed nowin flower & going to

39 ine fromcarat to "eve

/1

11

11
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/l--a pest in grain fields--same as | noticed
fornmerly in Stows field--{Say} 6 weeks. Is it
%/ Aug. 19th%
Brani ca canpestris?
July 1st 60
2 pmto Well Meadow
/1 Ri ver 3 7/8 above SL
//Rattl e snake grass is just beginning-- The sl ender
& |l eafy Panic of the nmeadows (tall for size) say a week
'/ Saw a | arge black & blue (edged) butterfly yesterday
[/ Fow - meadow grass X
/1 Noti ce those slate colored spots on a {rough-}
g. rod leaf--answering to the crinson or red mapl es
surrounded by a light ring & centered with greenish
The Hell ebore fall is now conspicuous & fairly
{under wei gh}--the cabbage but just begun to fall--
| see one leaf of the last fully 18 inches x 13
/1 Brachyel ytrum grass ap. just begun or a day.
VWile reclining on the sedge at end of
town bound path--by the scoparia--1 see
snmoot h
a warbler deliberately investigating the® sumac,
& their old {berry bunches}--in various positions
It is a slaty blue above--with a bright yell ow
{front head}--& nuch yellow on the w ngs at
angl e &c--a very distinct black throat {draw ng}
triangular {w se} with a {broad} black |ine through
the eyes on side head--a forked tail which
is dark beneath--belly & vent white or whitish.
/1 It is undoubtedly the sylvia chrysoptera
or gol den-w nged warbl er which | think nust be

breedi ng here. | see young partridges not

bi gger than robins fly 3 or 4 rods--not
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Y%or {palustris}%

squatting fast now. %2 %

%all it {Eatonia} Pennsylvanica--No No%

What is the prevailing grass of Well neadow

now? It is not the {

1140 trijsetum pal ustra?

%o | not see the sane seedlings in Hub’s Close now cl osed up appressed

& whitish July 26--60?%
Returni ng over the causeway--the |ight

of the sun has reflected fromthe {awns} of
a grain field (prob. mheagég by {abiel} Weeler's
house--so brightly and in such a solid mass as
to far surpass in amount of l|ight the densest
whi t eweed t hereabouts--& at first inpress
you as if it were whiter than white-{weed}*
--but in fact it was not white--but a
very bright sunny gleam fromthe waving
phal anx of {awns}--nore calculated to
reflect the Iight than any object in
the | andscape
July 2d 60

Amto Lilies above nut Meadow- -
The {Phasi s}'*? heads are now cl osed up--&
it looks |ike another kind of grass-- Those
heads which stood so whitish sone 18 inches
above their broad green | eaves-- The bayonet
rush is not quite out.

The lilies are not yet in p. A large one
nmeasures 6 1/2 inches over x 2 1/2 high

Now a days {hear}--fromnmy w ndow t he const ant
{tittering} of young {golden} robins--& by the river
fields the alarmnote of the peet weets--concerned

about their young.

140cr ossed- out word

“written over another word

142 ooks |i ke "phasis" but this is not the nanme of a plant--1906 edition has

"phal ari s"

/1

11

11

11
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Does not the sumrer reginme of the river

begi n say about July 1st--when the black

willow is handsone--& the beds of front-

rank pol ygonum are formed above water?

/1t hat

Yesterday | detected the smallest grass

know ap. festuca tenella? ap.

out of bloom-in the dry path S Wof the

yew only 2 to 4 inches high like a noss--

July 3d 1860

2 pmto Hol brooks nmeadow & Tur npi ke

to {try} Springs.

Looked for the marsh hawks nest (of June 16th {qv.})

in the G eat Meadows. It was in the very nidst

of the sweet-gale (which is 3 feet high) occupying

an opening only a foot or 2 across-- W had nuch

difficulty in finding it again--but at |ast

nearly stunbled on to a young hawk. There

was one as big as ny fist resting on the bare

staring eyes

flat nest in the sun--with a great head™ & open

gapi ng or
Apanting nouth--yet {nere} down greyish white

down as yet--but | detected another which

had crawl ed a foot one side am d the

bushes, for shade or safety nore than 1/2

as large again--with snall feathers & a

yet nmore angry hawk-1ike | ook. How

natural |y anger sits on the young hawk's

head.

It was 3 1/2 pm & the old birds
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were gone--& saw us not-- Meanwhile their
call ow young lie panting under the sweet gale
& rosebushes in the swanp--waiting for their parents
to fetch them food.
June is an up-country nonth--when our
air & landscape is nost |like that of a
more {nmt ainous} region--full of freshness
with the scent of fern{s} by the way-side
The Scheuchzeria is full of green
fruit fully growmn at Gowings-- It forns /1
the upright grass like plant next the nore
open pool--rising amd the floating sphag-
num-w th the spatul ate sun dew i nterspersed
with it {& a very little of the | eaden sheat hed
eri ophorum & a sprig or 2 of Cassandra--
The dyceria aquatica has been
out sone time & is now ap done at Hol brooks '
meadow - The Agrostis scabra, the
fine long slender branched fly away grass, '
al rost out in what was Moore's swanp by
Bedf ord Road.
Al'so in the ditch on the S side the road
there--partly procunbent at base--a
rat her delicate & pale {rough-flowered} grass
with (in this case) the pal eae so projecting at
tip as to give it a dentate appearance--
| called it last year the Poa dentata of /1
Torrey--now in its p. here--& |l arger specinens in

the ditch by the corner road S side (SWof {stump} {fence})

say 10 days-- The pal eae have a white or scarious
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tip & just below it a dark transverse line

July 4--60

Gentle rain in the night (last)

The Wht pi ne shoot which on the 19th of June

had grown 16 1/4 inches & on the 27th 20 3/4

is now 23 1/8 inches | ong--

2 pm Look at Springs toward Dugans & Wite pond.

Standing on |I. P. Browns |and--S side
| observed his rich and luxuriant uncut
grass | ands northward now wavi ng under
the easterly wind. It is a beautiful Canilla
sweepi ng the waves of |ight & shade over
t he whol e breadth of his land--1ike a | ow

steam curling over it--inparting wonderfu

life to the | andscape--like the Iight & shade

of a changeabl e garnent--waves of 1ight

& shade pursuing each-other over the

whol e {breadth} of the | andscape--1ike waves
hastening to break on a shore. It is an
interesting feature very easily overl ooked- -
& suggests that we are wadi ng & navigating
at present {in} a sort of sea of grass--

whi ch yields & undul ates under the w nd
like water--& so perchance the forest is
seen to do froma favorabl e position.

None of his fields is cut yet--

Early there was that flashing |ight
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of waving pines in the horizon--now the
Canilla or grass & grain.
Juncus bufonius X prob several days in sone pl aces
consi d.

A juncus like {tenuis} but earlier (now sone-
time done) & with nore pointed pod {t+han} A d road
behi nd our Texas {Lot}--

Al so that 3 fl owered--spreading racenmed one
12 to 18 inch high now just done & abundant
in the Wiite pond field esp. the NN W part of it--
The involucre {no} rising above the flowers-- Methinks
there are several species in the nei ghborhood of
{tenui s} undescri bed.

The sedgy hollows table-lands & {frosty}

pl aces in the woods now nost beautiful --
the sedge nost fresh & yellow sh green--a
soft dry bed to recline on-- E.g. that
pl ace S of Ledum swanp-- The sedge
esp. in the old path--falling every way |ike
cowlicks on an unkenpt head. \When we enter
it fromthe west with the sun shining between
thundery clouds it is all lit with a blaze
of yellow light--like a pasture on nt
Washi ngt on, nearer the sun than usual.
How beautiful the dark green oak | eaves
now - How dark the chincapin oak | eaves--
Now t he pines are al nost indistinguishable
by color anid the deciduous trees.

The | arge johnswort now begins to be

noti ced generally--a July yellow

/1
11

/1

11
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Scared up a young bobolink which flies
//a couple of rods only--
A few toads still sing at eve--& | stil
'/ notice on the rocks at Wite pond the pine
pollen yellowi ng them-though it fell sone
//time ago. 7 pmriver is 1 13//28——above S. L.
July 5th
Rain |ast night & all to day.--

I notice of late the Gsmunda regalis

/1
fully growne fresh & handsone
July 6th rained | ast night
/1
as well as all yesterday & sonme of the night before
3/4 of an inch has fallen
/1 6 amRain 2 7/16 above S. L.
7 pm 3 5/8 " " --Thus 3/4 inches has raised it only
July 7
2 1/ 4 inches
7 am River 2 1/2 above S. L.
/1
E. wind & hazy
/1
| see a flock of sone 25 crows--prob
/1

the young are just grown--

Agrostis scabra x Cyperus filiculms a day x
//Réénégspora fusca ap. beginning (see stignmas)--
/1 dyceria elongata at little snapping turtle

or Hem ock ditch ap. done--say 10 days

panni cl e not narrow now-nore than G fluitans

The creeping juncus of June 21 (up RR) sone
'/ out say July 1st j. articulatus-like--yet not

erect--but creeping or ascendent

// Have beg. to gather currants 3 or 4 days.

/I Notice a few ripe blue berries
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Rees Cycl opedi a

"The common heat of the earth which is
48° in this country"--"The comobn
heat of the internal parts of the earth
is ascertained by springs which arise from
the strata of earth too deep to be affected
by the heat of the sumrer, or the frosts of
wi nter. Those in this country, as has
been seen, are of 48° of heat, those
about Phil adel phia, are said by Dr
Franklin to be 52°"--

"Springs are either such as run continually
call ed, perennial; or such as run
only for atine, & at certain seasons
of the year, & therefore called tenporary
springs. QGthers again, are called

internmtting springs, because they flow

& then stop again; & reciprocating

springs whose waters rise & fall, or
flow & ebb, by regular interval s"--
"Springs are further divided into

00zi ng or weeping springs, where the

water gently trickles through the pores

of the | and; pipe springs where they'#

143The end of this entry is on another piece of paper inserted on the previous

page. It reads as follows:

appear in a single sill; & wall springs
where the water issues, as it were,
t hrough the joints of a wall
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June 30th July 3d 4th 6th & 7th |

in pm
round a thernoneter & ascertained the tenperature

of the springs--brooks &c

carri ed

The springs in the order of col dness stand thus

1 Boi l i ng spring

2 Dennis R R

3&4 Henry Shattucks 2

5 Violet sorrel (N Barrett's)
6 E Hosner's Dam

7 . Farnmer's

8 Beyond Peter's

9 Brister’'s

10 Coner spring (W Wheel ers)

11 M not Pratt

13 Cheney's

125 Dpugan's

S

14 Garfield' s (Mrris swanp)

5 John Hosmer
1646  Assabet

167 (Gak nmeadow

18 VWheel er's

S

45°

46 1/2
48°

48

48

48

48 to 49
49

49

49

50+

54
56 56

July

July

July

June

July

July

July

July
July

Onitting the last--(as too nuch enl arged
war med

artificially & so entarged) the average

of 46

tenperature 17" is 49 1/24°--49 1/2°--

14 to 15

June 30
7th
July 6
July 6
3d

6

July 3d
30

4t h

6

July 3d 6 pm (air 72° (Jul
83 & spring'
50+ still

4t h

July 3d
July 4
7th

6

July 7

Onmitting also the 1--2--7216 & 17th i.e the extrenes--

The average of the remaining 11 is 48.7 & they

do not differ nore than 2° from one anot her

On the whol e then where |

to find great diversity I

formty-- The tenperature of good or cool

144This text is on the previous line in M

5t ransposition sign around 13 and 12

1466 written over

asb

had expected

find remarkabl e uni -

4 2pmair
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springs {in} this town at this season varies
very little indeed from49° & | should be

surprised to meet with one considered cold

whi ch varied nore than 3° fromthis.

The tenperature of our well was 49° June 30th

" "E Hosmers N npbst 49° July 6

S nost 49 1/2 "
49° would seemto be the tenperature at present
very generally of water at a certain depth
in the ground. This is very near the nean
annual tenperature of the air here.

The Tenperature of the air in the meanwhile

was as follows--on the N side of our house

June 30 July 3d July 4 July 6
at 2 1/4 pm 83° 2 pm 82° 2 pm 83 6 am57 to 60
6 pm72° 2 pm75 2
7 pm 75

The average tenperature of the air at 2 pm
for the 5 days of ny observations was 80°--& the
greatest variation during the observations was
some 10° in the course of the pm-

But | presume that this nade no odds with

the tenperature of the springs for Cheneys

spring stood 50°+ both at 6 pmthe 3d when the

thernoneter was at 72° & at 2 pmthe 4 when

it had risen 11° higher.

I should say then that a spring colder than
remar kabl y

48° was we+ry”" cold-- ef—58°—e+ 48° to 50°

inclusive, quite cold, a very good cold spring--

above

above 50 & not above 54 col d--between t hat

& not above 58-- tolerable nerely--

]

July 7
7 am 56

/2 pm 76
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O | should rather say that only 50° & bel ow

was cold for a spring

Say bel ow 48 remarkably col d--
i ncl usive

Bet ween that & 50° ~ cold-- 50 to 54° inclusive

t hence

pretty cold-- 54 to 58° inclusive nerely tolerable

to drink.

O the above springs all but nos 1--4--7--

11 (?) & 17 are distinctly just at the base of a

hill or bank & on the edge of a nmeadow or

river-- Apparently the water which percol ates

through the hill or up-Iand--having reached

stratumsaturated with water & inperious to it

a

burst out in a spring. {No} one (the col dest)

{only} bursts out higher up a hill side--&-4-7

& 17--a little within neadows. No 11 should

per haps be included anong t he nass.

O course an indefinite nunmber of such springs

may be found & cl eared out al ong the bases

of the hills--as wells dug anywhere are pretty

sure to cone to water of a simlar character--

The above are such as have been di scovered

--used- - been kept open--or which have kept

thensel ves clear. Frequently in ditching his

meadow the farmer strikes on a powerful

spring--& if it is cold enough & convenient to

hi s house or work--he stones it up or sinks
a {bub} or barrel there.
O the above nos 3--6--8--13--15 are,

been barrell ed--or tubbed--

or

have
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5& the | ast
No ~ 13 stoned about (abeve—+—the—-++—tub--with

steps down to it
Nos 1 & 18 much deepened & enlarged &
nore or |ess covered.
The remaining 10 are in a natural state
--only kept open nore or |less by use.
8--9--& 14 have or have had a box for m nnows
in or near them

Per haps the nost natural well of them al
is no 11 {Mnot} Pratt's--filling an obl ong
angul ar cavity between upright rocks.

Where the bottomis gravelly & they are nmade
deep by being barrelled or stoned up they are
{p} peculiarly clear & crystalline-I ooking--

Wal den pond i ke
water”--quite unlike the river & brooks.

A peculiar clearness with whitish sands at the bottom
Each farmer values his spring & takes a pride

per haps because too cold for vegetation to defile them
init. Heis inclined to think it the col dest
i n the nei ghborhood.

Each one is the source of a streanl et which
finds its way into the river--though possibly
one or 2 of themnmmay dry up sone seasons.

Only one to ny know edge de visibly
bubbl es up--({or} did before interfered wth)

viz the Boiling Spring--which is the col dest.

This woul d indicate that its reservoir is still higher considerably--& deep within the

hi |
You commonly see the water coming in nore

or less copiously through the ground on the
upper side--sonetinmes fromunder a rock
is a considerable stream & with a tinkling
sound.
The col dest, as | notice, have the clearest

& nost crystalline or Wal den pond |ike | ook
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Henry Shattucks 2 were of the same tenperature
t hough one was in the open neadow at the
head of a ditch & the other in the bank &
covered or boxed over. This shows that they cone
at {once} froma considerable depth in the
earth--& have no tinme to be warned before
they flow off. Arail standing on its end in one of
his ditches was al nbst conceal ed so deep

He pointed out 2 or 3 in his ditches "as big as your
is the nud in his nmeadow. & of unknown dept h--

No 1 is at the head of themall & no doubt was
used by the Indians. It is used by the Fitchburg RR--
for their | oconmotives--

No 2 was made in cutting for the RR--

& is used by the track repairers.

Sone are far away & only used by hunters & wal kers
& berry pickers-- Sonme are used in haying tinme only--
some are so cold & clear & so {hear} withal as
to be used {only} by one fanmly--who "turn up their
noses" at the well-- Others as Dugans are
instead of the well-- One, as Wheelers, has
had 500 dollars expended on it.

No 6 was found by Hosmer when he built his dam
& he imagines that it has nedicinal properties--

& used accordingly to cone {to} drink at it often
though half a nile {from his house-- Sone wll
have a broken tunbler hid in the grass near--

or a rusty dipper hung on a tw g--near by--

O hers again drink through sone hol |l ow weed's
stem None are too cold for {the} R {fontinalis}

which will hardly make room for your face

body"
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when you stoop to drink
Sone are only {know} to nyself & friends &

| clear them out annually--

| suspect that nost of them never freeze entirely

over - -

The Brooks stood thus

The tenp. {of the} at 2 Pm being (as before) about 80°

Hem ock Brook (Grackle Swanp)--. 61 1

July 7 {where} | sawthe little snap. turtle}
3d) Saw M| Br at turnpike 62 2
4th) Nut neadow (at Brown's fence) 64 3
4t h) " " (Road by Dugan's) 65 4
3d) Br. bet. Enerson & Connor 65 5
9t h Swanp Bridge (Back Road) 70(air 80 1/2) 6

at 2 pm

9th -- M1l es swanmp Br. (Conantum, 70 1/2 " 7
6- - Dakins in road beyond Wnn's 73 8
6 Bel ow Francis Davis' in road 74 9
3d M Il brook (Turnpike Bridge 75 10
3d M 11 brook (E quarter school house) 78 11

The first 5 may be considered cold brooks
The first 2d & 5th cane directly out of

col d, peaty,(ﬁli?shady swanps. - -

This suggests that the soil of such swanps
though cleared & cultivated--nust be many

degrees cool er than that of dry open upl ands,

& demand different crops & treatnent.

11) 75 7 1/2
68 9/11 say 69
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The River stood thus at ny boat's place
June 30--2 pm-air 83° 1 rod {fron} shore 77°
July 1st 2 pm air 77 " " 75°

July 3 2 pm air 82

6 pm air 72 " " 75°
4th 2 pm air 83 " " 78 (at Clam Shell)
In mddle 76 ( " ")
4 {ft} fromshore 79 ( " ")
NB. after 3/4 inch rain on the 5th
6 6 amair (57 to 60) 1 rod fromshore 67
In mddle 69

2 pmair 75 1 rod fromshore 76
7 pmair 75 1 rod off 73
7 7 amair 56 1 rod off 69
In mddle 70 1/2
21/2 pmair 76 In mddle 75
1 rod off 74 to 75
Average tenperature of river at 1 rod from
shore at 2 pm= 76° or 7° nore than
that of the brooks tried-- As the brooks are
| arger they approach nearer to the river in

tenperature.

| will be seen by the obs. of the 4th--6th & 7th ult

that there is from1 1/2 to 2° difference bet.
the tenp. of the river at 1 rod fromshore &
inthe mddle & that in the norning the
mddle is the warnest at 2 pmthe col dest

If the weather is colder than usual the diff.
the side & niddle is |ess.

Hence evidently fishes will change their ground
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every day & night as they prefer warmer or cooler
wat er . V. Jiﬁgﬂ 30--55--also July 2d & 3d 55
The tenperature of the Assabet at the
stone heaps in the nmddle (both at top & bottom
it being only some 3 feet deep) on the 7th of July
at 4 1/2 pmwas 75° or the sanme as the
main streamat 2 1/2 pm
The foll owing water al so was tested.
June 30 Wal den pond at bottomin 4 ft water 71 %W Aug 23 & 24
& Aug. 10th
July 4 White pond top 5 feet from shore 76 & Aug 22d

for But. diff%
3d Gowi ngs swanp (edge of niddle pool) 78

" " In the sphagnum 77
general ly
3d Merrians cow watering pl ace-- 83
beyond Gowi ng's Swanp- -
3d Spring in Hol brooks Ditch 58
\Y,

Pl aces where cows drink were ap. at this date
from75° up to 85°

In the pmof July 3d--when the air
at our house at 2 o clock was 82°--a
breezy afternoon--the little arrow head
desert on Sted. Buttrick's Land in the G eat
fields, the therm being buried 1 3/4 inches deep
rose to 90° at 3 inches deep to 86°--Lying
flat on the surface back up--to 86-- Held
in air above to 84°

That is at this time of day say md pm
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it is warmer at 2 {to} 3 inches beneath the

surface in such sand (where turtle's bury their

eggs) than in the air {about} above-- I|Indeed

I should think that in the hottest weather the

eggs woul d be hal f cooked here.

At 2 to 3 inches deep in a half deserted |arge

anthill on Hol brooks path--it rose to 102°

This was | oose & gravelly--or sone 18° higher than in

the air. This shows how nuch heat a sandy &

{porous} soil may {detain.}

NB. My experinents were vitiated by ny having to

cover the thernoneter with the sand which was

taken up both fromthe surface--& from bel ow

& {not} waiting for the hole to {acquire} the

same tenperature with the surrounding soil of

the sane depth

It appears that in a cold day at present

the water of the river at 6 amwll be 10

to 14° warner than the air & ac--feels warm

In the translation in to Eng.

to the touch. high Dutch (1767) | find "an elve or
& again "Sal non elves, or the little streans fromthe hills."--
July 8th

Yesterday was quite hazy with an E. w nd--

this morning there is a cold m st--which
clear up at noon of 9th
soon becones rain at 2 1/2 pm The

thermonenter is {at} 66° & sone sit by fires

July 9th

Clears up at noon

See 2 handsonme Rose breasted G oss beaks

on the corner causeway- -

One utters a peculiar

nountai n spring"

of {Crantz's} Greenland from

11

11
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/1

/1

sqeaki ng or snapping note--& both by form of
this & cold
bill &~ note ~ reminds ne of sone of those
foreign birds with great bills in cages.
There is a smart shower at 5 pm& in
the mdst of it a hummi ng-bird is busy about
the flowers in the garden--unm ndful of it,--
t hough you woul d think that each big drop
that struck himwould be a serious accident.
July 10th 60

2 pmto Pleasant Meadow vi a Lincol n**” Bridge

The festuca ovina is a peculiar light col ored

whitish grass, as contrasted with the denser
dark green sod of pastures--as on the swells
by the tin-hole near Brister's.

Entering {J. Baker's} great nud hole-- This
cloudy cool pm| was exhilirated by

bri ght

the mass of cheerful ~ yellow sh Iight reflected
fromthe sedge (C. Pennsylvanica) grow ng
densely on the hill sides laid bare within
a year or 2 there.lt is of a distinct
cheerful yellow color even this overcast
day--even as if they were reflecting
a bright sunlight--though no sun is
visible It is surprising how nuch this will
light up a hill side--or upland holl ow
or plateau--& when in a clear day, you
| ook toward the sun over it late in the
pm- the scene is incredibly bright

& el ysi an.

YL witten over a B
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These various |lights & shadows of the grass

make the charmof a wal k at present

I find in this mud hole a new grass

Eat oni a Pennsylvanica 2 1/2 feet high ap. X

What then that grass of Wl

--which | falsely so cal

ed?

nmeadow {June}

juncus ap. marginatus--say 10 days.

July 11th--60

Heavy rain in the night 10-11th--

An unusual quantity of

too nmuch now for our

rain within a week

garden the | ower |eaves of vines yell owed
past-- To day & yesterday--are cool & com

fortable days with a breeze-- Therm at

2 pm- 70 to 77

2 pmto Pine HII.

Herds grass & red top in p.--

notice themgrowing in parallel

often

rows of reddish

& green--the seed ap. having fallen so.

Hayi ng is now general |y under-way- -

As | go along the RR causeways, | am

interested now, & of |ate,

by those patches

arod or two over anmd the red-top herds grass

& of A. \Weel ers neadow of agrostis

scabra--that exceedingly fine slender branched

grass drooping & waving in the wind-- It gives

a pal e pinki sh? purple sheen to these

parts--conpl etely nonopolizing (apparently)

the ground there-- It nmakes the nost purple

i mpression of any grass--

Cal |

it Early

11

11

11

11

11

/1
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[l purple grass--as conpared with the
Eragrostis pectinacea Prob. it is not quite
/lin p.-- It is the nost finely branched & sl ender

for its size
cul nred™-- & near_at hand the nost invisible

of any grass that—prevaits at present.

& | ess noticeable close at hand than in a favorable

light at a distance-- You will see thus
scattered over a neadow little flecks
& patches of it-- alnost like a flat
purplish cob web {of} the norning--& it
seenms to recline on the other grasses
It is the finest hair that waves in the fields
now - Proserpine's hair.
Find a yellow butterfly about dead--prob. in
consequence of the heavy rain of last night.
In the pool in Laurel glen--Qdyceria
out long since & now going to seed generally & very
/lacutiflora al most » abundant in wettest part of great
meadows about {Holt}
In the Deep cut glen--a grass nmuch like
that | falsely called Eatonia Pennsyl vanica
SO common
in June ~ at Well neadow bend. The first is 2 flowered
//no {awn} glumes 3 nerved--& ap X v {press}--
Is it not scirpus debilis that | see al npst

/1 yes--& it is {much} of it out July 20th
out on shore at first {not} so conmon{"}

It was
(&—saw—sorre—tiwe—ago) &hnet {s} subtermnalis IP
which | saw before & this is still nore generally in bloomJuly 20th
The juncus {conradi}--like {of} pouts nest X

/1
I look at a young fox at Derby's--

You woul d say fromhis step & notions that
his legs were as elastic as India rubber,

all springs--ready at any instant to bound
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high into the air-- Gavity seens not enough to

keep himin contact with the earth-- There

seenms to be a peculiar principle of resiliency constantly

operating in him

River at 7 pm 8 1/2 inches above S. L.

July 12--60

Hear a nuthatch in the street--so they breed
her e- -

The best way to drink esp. at a shall ow
spring--or one so sunken bel ow the surface
as to be difficult to reach--is through a tube.

You can conmonl y**® find grow ng near a

spring a hollow reed or weed of sone kind suitable

for this purpose--such as rhue--or touch-
menot --or water saxifrage-- Or you can
carry one in your pocket.
Juncus mlitaris X
The river at 8 pmis 8 3/4 inches above SL
Just after the sun is set | observe the
dew drops on the pontederia | eaves-- (Do
not know how early they beg. to form-) Even
when the | eaf stands perpendicular the drop
is collected at the uppernost point & then
on a slight jar {or} agitation of the water
runs down the leaf. This is the only broad
& thick leaf that rises above the water--& there-
fore it appears to be the only one that collects

the dew thus early.

8¢ written over another letter, naybe p

11

11

1/
/1

/1
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[TA M.

Br adshaw- - Taxi der mi st - - Car pen-

ter & &c of Wayland--tells ne that

he finds the Long eared ow there in summrer--

& has set

it up.
July 13--60

2 pmto Little Truro--

You

now esp. notice sone very red fields

//when the red top grain grows luxuriantly &

//sorre

/1

is nowin full flower--a red-purple--passing

into brown--1ooking at a distance |like a red-

sandstone soil. The different cultivated

fields are thus |like so many different col ored

checkers on a checker boar d—*°

First we had the June grass reddi sh brown & the

red of June-- now the Red-top red of July.

For a week--(& if you | ooked very closely

for a fortnight or nore) past--the season

has had a nore advanced | ook--fromthe

reddeni ng i nmbrowni ng or yellow ng & ripening of
& sonme grain; rye wheat &c
many grasses--" as the sweet scented vernal

(for sone tine generally withered) & the June grass

so that the fields & hill sides present

The vernal freshness

a less liquid green than they did. of June is passed

Cur

nowi ng fields new laid down with

herds' {grass} red top & {clove} -- (ie the 2d year)

are red or reddi sh squares wth divided regularly

with greener herds top in parallel |ines--

prob. the seed of different weight having fallen

t hus

yerti cal

l[ine in left margin fromline 8-13
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{drawi ng} the red spaces often 8 or 10 feet w de
The various colors or tints
of grasses, in sone large pasture
for instance, esp in cloudy weather, supply
the place of light & shade. The pasture is
distinctly parded with themhalf a nmle off--
the very light whitish festuca ovina--the
dark green poa-conpressa--& rounded yel |l ow
pat ches of sedge--c. {scoparia} &c
observed | ast night young swal |l ows roosting on the
willows over the river--& for sone days have seen them
on the tel egraph wires.
onserved a huckl eberry bush--springing fromthe
top of a large & high white pine stunp that had
been sawed off-- It stood in the chink between the
bark & the wood--& had evidently conme froma seed
dropped by a bird which had blown into this crack
A heavy shower (with thunder) just before
noon this am-& nore in the west of us in the Pm
July 14--60
2 pmto Botrychi um Swanp.
Bot rychi um {Virgi ni cus}®® {save} ap in p. /1
Al opecurus aristulata past p. Pratts Pond
side. Perceive now the light colored
tops of chestnuts in bloom & when | come near
them an of fensive sickening odor somewhat
Iike that of the barberry bl ossons--but worse.
Returning | notice in a |arge pool of
water in A Heywoods cowyard--a thick

greeni sh yellow scummantling it--an ex-

15%pr oper spelling is virgini anum

11

11

11
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/1

ceedingly rich & remarkable color--as if it

were covered with a coating of sul phur.

This sort of scum seens to be peculiar to cow yards--

& contrasts with that red one by the More's
swanp road | ast summer. Qut of foul ness
nature thus extracts beauty: These phenonena
are observed only in sumrer or warm weat her,
nmet hi nks.

7 Pmon river

Water 10 5/8 above S. L. prob. about done

The spartina grass X

| look for dew drops on the {pontederia},

see none at first--but finally looking in a

still & shady place behind sonme willows | see

many!®! drops fully formed sparkling in the Iight.

at just 8 mnutes after 7 by ny watch--
(The sun sets at 35 minutes after 7) say
then half an hour before sunset. But it
being windy, | did not notice any generally

even long after sunset.

Al so | ooked to see if the lilies w thdraw

under water at night, as stated in Ms

Li ncol ns botany. The buds which opened

& cl osed today--& other buds, now rest 1/2
inch or nore deep in the water--which they
woul d naturally do by their form & wei ght--
When they open they open in the norning
they will prob. rest nore boyantly on the
surface--but | have never discovered

that they withdrew under water.

Bimwitten over a T
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The fow neadow grass is now in p.
& covering the islands very densely-- It has
a purplish tinge & a very green cul mcontrasting
with its pannicle.

The surface of the earth in sunmer is
pai nted of various shades of green--in now ng

sone

& pasture & neadow & * waste | and®®? by the
grasses. The agrostis vulgaris of
pastures & hill tops is a dark green--
the festuca ovina a very light (even whitish)
green-- How rich sone fields of red-top
at present--perfect squares it may be like
rich carpets spread out--& contrasting--with very
different tints of green next to them

The true grasses (excepting the grains)
which thus at a distance paint the | andscape
generally at this season or earlier--are
Fbrd';-gras;%—red:iop——agrostis scabra- - bl ue
jo?nt (?)--June éiass--poa conpr essa- -
f ow zeadOMF—sheep'sgfescue——piper g?ass (?)

10 11
vernal grass--canary grass Especially

nos 5--2--8--6--1-- but of these only one
(8) probably is indigenous. & nos 5--6--10--11
are now general ly done

The cyperaceae which now or earlier color

the | andscape generally by their mass--are

2 3 4
C. Pennsyl vani ca--C scoparia--nonile--stellul ata--
5 6 7 8 9
| anugi nosa--bul | ata--siccata--crinita--lupulina
10 11
scirpus eriophorumt-el eocharis acicularis--scirpus
12

| acustris--eriophoruns &c
13

%2coul d be one word but | went with T. S. Eliot's spelling

11
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nos 1 & 7 give a yellow hue to upl ands
open wilds or woodl ands & dry {hollows}-- where
the forest has recently stood--not pastured.

3--4--5--6--9--10 make the mass of the
sedge on the river neadows--of a general yellow
hue-- 2 & 8 flourish nore about their edges
11 greens the nuddy banks at |ow water--& 12
starts in dark green patches here & there al ong
the muddy shores of the river--

July 15--60

It seened to ne yesterday that the foliage
had attained its maxi mum of darkness--
and as | ascended the hill at eve the
hi ckori es | ooked even autummal . Esp |
was struck by the dark--but still perfect
green | eaf of the swanp white oak

| hear this amthe Link link of
the first bobolink going over our garden--
(though | hear several full strains of bobolinks
today as in May--carrying ne back to apple-
sunday- - but they have been rare a | ong
tine) Now as it were the very cope of
t he dark-gl azed heaven{s} yields a slightly

netal li c sound when struck

I hear on all sides these days the loud tinkling

rattl e of the nmow ng nmachi ne--but al as
the mower goes to the blacksmiths to whet

his scythe only every 2d or 3d day.
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Pmto H Il & Assabet Bath!
{on} hill. No crops clothe the earth with
richer hues & nmake a greater inpression of

| uxuriousness than the cultivated grasses.

Field after field densely packed--like the

squares of a checkerboard all thro' & about
the villages paint the earth with various

shades of green--& other colors

There is the rich glaucous green of young grain

now of various shades depending on its age & kind

--the flashing bl ades of corn which does not
yet hide the bare ground-- The yellow ng tips
of ripening grain-- The dense uniformred of
red-top the nost striking & high colored of al
(that is cultivated)--the very simlar purple
of the fow neadow -(the nost deep piled &
cumul ous | ooki ng, l|ike down) al ong thelfrber
banks-- The very dark & dusky, as it were
shadowy green of herds grass {at a dist}
as if clouds were al ways passing over it--
Close at hand it is of a dark purplish or
slaty purple--fromthe color of its anthers.
--the fresh light green where June grass
has been cut & the fresh dark green where
cl over has been cut--& the hard dark green
of pasture (red-top) generally--(not to speak
of the very light colored wiry fescue there).
solid square fields

The ~ red top look, regularly I|ike
bare ground at a di stance--hbut when you
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know it to be red top you see it to be too
high colored for that-- Yet it thus suggests
a harnmony between itself & the ground.
Look down on a field of red top now
in full bloom1/4 nmile west of this hill--
a very dense & red field--at 2 1/2 pm
of this very warm & slightly hazy but not
dog dayi sh day--in a blazing sun--
I am surprised to see a very very distinct
white vapor like a lowcloud in a
nmount ai nous country or a smoke drifting
al ong close over the red top-- Is it not
owing to the contrast bet. this hot noontide
air & the noist cool ness of that dense
grass field?
Then there is the cheerful yellow sh green
of the neadows--{wher} the sedges prevail --
ie yell onest where wettest--with darker
pat ches {ef—¢g} & veins of grass & in the
hi gher & dryer parts.
| can just distinguish with nmy naked eye (know ng
where to | ook) the darker green of pipes
on the great neadows 2 miles fromthe hill.
The potato fields are a very {dak} green.
July 16th
2 pmto great Meadows by boat
You notice now along the river--on

the nmuddy shores--the dry (& closed) whitish
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heads of the canary grass--standing high

above its yet fresh green leaves-- It forns

only narrow dense patches a few rods in | ength.

The banks of the great neadows are

red-top--& is it not, A scabra--? (the fine

| ong branched yet branching again often bel ow the niddl e) 53

and fow neadow on the | ower parts of

t he bank commonly.

The glyceria acutiflora is abundant & now

going {to sed} in the wettest part of the Holt

portion of the neadow -

That which {I

torry is a very common grass in ditches & other

wet places--esp. with the last nanmed at the

Holt & is now nostly done-- Should think it

m ght be an undescri bed speci es of glyceria.

Setaria viridis Channing' s garden--prob.

2 or 3 days.

| notice the fruit of the burr seed (op Pritch-

ard shore) now | arge pickle green--& about

as big as that of the upper sudbury neadows- -

so | think it

is the same though not so rank

In the bays by the river side where

the pads have been | east eaten--1 see

at least 3 times as many of the 3 kinds

{m xt} as can be on that surface--one

overl appi ng & crowdi ng another--& the nore

exposed curled up on their edges. But

al ready

they are so much riddled » & eaten by insects

that this abundant supply is needed.

153¢| ose paren.

is actually underneath "m ddl e"

in

have} called the poa dentata of

M5

11
/11
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/1

It is an abundant vegetable food apparently

for many kinds. | see a large tuft

of pontederia whose | eaves have been

{slit} {longitudinally} into a dozen parall el

slits--not always {clear} {out}--& so they

{hang} in ribbons & there is a downy {feather}

of a bird attached to one. Could it have

been done by sone water fow ?

Pi pes have been out of bloomap. a long tine
Standing am d the pipes of the G eat

Meadow | hear a very sharp creaking

// peep, no doubt frma rail quite near

/1

/1

{me} calling to or directing her yound

{who} are neanwhile uttering a very fast
whi ch you would not hear if not very nmuch inclined to hear it
{sonewhat} {sinilar} peep » in the grass {close}

around nme. Sone tinmes the old bird
sharp

{utters} 2 short” creaks-- | |ook sharp but
can see nothing of them The sounds now
here--now there within 2 or 3 rods of ne
incessantly running in the grass

| had already heard, nore distant, a nore
prol onged note frmsome water fow --perhaps
a plover, if not possibly a male rail--hereabouts.

The ail antus®™* gl andul osus (Warren's yard)
in its height prob. on Saturday 14th--filled the
streets with a di sagreeabl e sickish odor nuch

like that of the chestnut-- | should put

this--the chestnut & the Barberry together

B4prop spelling is ailanthus
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July 17--60

2 pmto Wl den--

The soft sand on the bottom of Wal den as
deep as | can wade--feels very warmto ny
feet while the water feels cold. This may
be partly a nere sensation--but | suspect
that the sand is really nuch warner than the
water & that sone creatures take refuge
in it accordingly--that nmuch heat passes
through the water & is absorbed in the sand.
Yet when | let a thernoneter lie on the bottom
eiekty--& draw it up quickly | detect no difference
bet the tenperature of the bottom & of the water at

the surface. Prob. it would have been diff. if

the therm had been buried in the sand.
The air at 2 pmwas 77-- Wl den near /1
the shore is 76--in the nmiddl e 74°'% when
I let down a therm sone 60 feet & draw it up
quickly I get no lower than 74°--but it may
have risen as it canme up.
The ni ght - hawks' ripping sound heard over
head t hese days--reminds us that the sky
is as it were a roof & that our world is limted
on that side--it being reflected as froma roof
back to earth. It does not suggest an infinite
depth in the sky--but a nearness to the earth
as of a low roof, echoing back its sounds.
El eocharis acicularis still blooms-- /1

The sternothaerus in wal den has a snooth

155There is either punctuation or a blotch here.
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cl ean shell rather prettily marked--it is so
clean & would by nany be taken froma different
species fromthat of the river--which is conmonly
colored with nud & noss. | take 2 into the
boat--& they think it enough when they have
merely hidden their heads in a corner--
Al so the great bull frogs which sit out
on the stones every 2 or 3 rods all around
the pond--are singularly {clean} & handsone
bull frogs--with fine yellow throats
sharply separated fromtheir pickle{-}green
heads by their firmy shut nmouths--& with
beautiful eyes-- They sit thus inperturbable
often under a pile of brush--at nearly regul ar
i nterval s-- An English taxiderm st of
Wayl and- - (a cockney) told ne the other
day that he would have set up a bul
frog it has so beautiful a{n} "hie"--
but he could not buy a bull-frog's "hie"
in the narket.
July 18
2 pmto 2nd Division
The Ascl epias Cornutus is abundantly visited

now a days by a |l arge orange brown
with dark spots &

[lbutterfly ~ with silver spots beneath-- Werever

/1

An ascl epi as grows you see them

The 2d Division juncus is already withering &

is considerably browned--so early is it.

It appears not to ripen any seed.
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July 19--60
A very dark cloud canme up frmthe west
this forenoon--a dark curtain rolled up
with a grayish light beneath it--which
so darkened the streets & houses that seam
stresses conplained that they could not
see to thread a needle--and for a few m nutes
rain fell in a deluge--the gutters ran
full & there was a whirl pool at every grating
This month has been renarkably
wet - - & the haymakers are having very
{cat chi ng} weat her
2 pmup river in boat
The pontederia is now generally conspi cuous
& handsone--a very fresh blue--with no
stale flowers
You now see great beds of polygonums
getting
above the surface ready to bl oom-& the dulichium
stands thick in shallow water--
While in the cultivated ground the pigweed
butterweed
A& Roman {wor mwod}--& amaranth are now
rank & conspi cuous weeds.
One troubl esome rank weed in the garden now
% at her flat%
is the Pan. crus galli--its great 9% spreading
branches-- | see one just out x
| hear now that very fine pittering
sound of a locust or cricket in the grass

The juncus mlitaris is comonly, but freshly,

out X

/1

11

/1

11

/1

11

11
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We cone to a stand-still & study the
pads in the J. Hosner bull rush today.

There are on the pads, eating them-not
only many bl ack slugs or grubs--but a
great many snmall dark brown beetles--1/4
of an inch long-- with a pale brown edge. --

copul ating--al so other beetles--skaters--& flies

(small brownish large winged flies in nunbers together

And a variety of eggs are fastened to the pads--
many in little round pinkish patches-- | see
one purplish patch exactly in the form of

the point of a leaf--with a nmid rib--veins

& a bristle like point--calculated to deceive--
this lying on the pad. Sone snall erect

pont ederia | eaves are white with eggs on the
under side as if painted.

There are snmall open spaces am d the pads
little {deeps} {bottonmed} & surrounded wth {he}
brown & ruddy brown crust |ike coral--where
every recess is revealed in the sunlight.

Here hundreds of minnows of various sizes

& speci es are poi sed--conparatively safe
fromtheir foes--& comonly a red spider

is seen making its way fromside to side of the
deep.

The rich crinson under sides (with {ther}
{regul ary} branching veins.) of some white lily
pads surpasses the col or of nobst flowers
No wonder the spiders are red that swim

beneat h--1 think of the fishes that swim
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beneath this crinmson canopy--beneath a crinson
sky-- | can frequently trace the passage of

a boat, a pickerel fisher--perhaps--by the
crimson undersides of the pads upturned.

The pads crowd & overlap each other
in nost amicabl e fashion-- Sonetines one
| obe of a yel lily pad is above its nei ghbor
while the other is beneath--& frequently | see
where a little heart |eaf (now show ng
its green spidery rays--) has energed by the
stemin the sinus of a great nuphar leaf &
is outspread in the very mdst of it. The
pads are rapidly consumed--but fresh
ones are all the while pushing up & un-
rolling. {The} push up & spread out in the {least}
{crevice} {that} {offers}.

Upl and haying is past p. & they are
working into the | ow {ground}--{none} now ng on
t he peat neadows yet.

| noticed on the 16 that the darkness of

t he pi pes was not obvious--the sedge is now com

paritively so dark.

M not who sits alone confined to his
room w th dropsy--observed the other day
that it was a cold sunmer-- He knew it was
col d--the whipporwill told himso. It sung

once & then stopped.

11
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July 20--

2 pmto Wl den--

War m weat her--86+ at 2 pm (not so
warm for a good while--

Emerson's |l ot that was burnt between
the RR & the pond--has been cut off
within the last 3 nonths--& | notice
that the {oak} sprouts have commonly
met with a check after growing 1 or 2 feet
& smal|l reddish | eafets have agai n put
forth at the extremity within a week or so
as in the spring-- Sone of the 0. sprouts
are 5 to 6 feet high already.

On his hill near by where the wood was
cut about 2 years ago--this 2d growth
of the oaks--esp. white 0's is much nore
obvi ous-- & commenced | onger ago. The shoots
of this year are generally about 2 feet |ong
I ong--but the first foot consists of |arge
dark green | eaves--which expanded early before
the shoot met with a check-- this is surnounted
by {anot her}!®® foot of snaller yellow sh green
| eaves-- This is very generally the case &
produces a narked contrast. Dark green
bushes surnmounted by a light or yellow sh
green growt h.

Sonetimes, in the first mentioned sproutland

56| ooks li ke "a nother" in M
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You see where the first shoot withered, as
if frost bitten at the end--and often only
some | arge buds have forned there as yet.
Many of these sprouts--the rankest of them
are fated to fall being but slightly joined to
the {stunp}--riddled by ants these & others are
al ready prostrated.
Bat hi ng on the side of the deep cove--I notice{d}
just below the high water Iine (of rubbish)
quite a nunber of little pines which have /1

just sprung up anmid the stones & sand & {weeds}

some with the seed atop-- This then is the
date of their coming up naturally. They have '
evidently been either washed up--or have bl own
across the ice or snowto this shore. If p. pine
they were probably bl own across the pond--
For | have often seen {then} on their way across.
Both scirpus subternminalis & debilis
are now in {bloon} at the pouts nest, the
fornmer the longest tine;--the water being very |low &
separated fromthe pond-- The fornmer out for sone
tinme, the latter not |ong.
Great numbers of poll ywogs have apparently /1
just changed into frogs-- At the pondl et
on Hubbards | and, now separated fromthe
mai n part by a stony bar--hundreds of snall
frogs {ar} out on the shore enjoying their new

state of existence--swarns of them-which

wi th constant plashing go hopping into
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{into} the water a rod or nore before me--
where they are very swift to conceal them
selves in the nud at the bottom Their?’
bodies may be 1 1/2 inches |long or nore.
I have rarely seen so many frogs together
Yet | hardly see one pollywog left in this
pool

Yet at the shore against pouts' nest--I
see nmany pol | ywogs--& sonme with hind
| egs well grown beside their tails lie up close

on the sand
to the shore » with their heads out |ike frogs.
ap. already breathing air before losing their
tails. They squat & cower there as | cone
by just like frogs.
July 21--60

A rainy day--1/2 inch of rain falls--

spoi ling nuch hay-- This is so wet a season
//that the grass is still growi ng past & nost

things are very fresh.
The | eaves generally do not get to be perfect
till the middle of July--when they are of a dark-hard-
gl ossy green-- E.g. the swanp white o.

6 pm up Assabet

Now after the rain--the sun coming forth
brightly The swallows in nunbers are

//skimmng | ow over the river just bel ow
the junction

Consi derabl e {burr read} valisnerial® &

87" Their" written over "They"

158proper spelling is vallisneria
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heart |eaf has been washed up agai nst
the reeds & pads along the sides of the river
of late.

The canary grass standing so high & densely
with its now very light-brown {cl osed} heads--I|ooks
nore like grain at a distance than any of our
wild grasses--as you | ook down the river
fromthe junction.

July 22

2 pm 70° & with a breeze cool. /1

To Annursnack- -

See in the ditch by the roadsi de on
Col burn Hill a box turtle which was crushed 11
sonme tinme ago--& {ther} is the mark of the whee
that passed over him It is remarkable that
though | have seen but 4 or 5 of these turtles in
this town--2 at |east of them had been crushed
by a wheel --that few as they are they shoul d have
got in the way of a wheel. | found anot her
on the RR once SE of this--on a part of
this same dry region & one on the dry plain
under F. H Hill.

In the path thro' Hosner's pines beyond the
Assabet --see a wood turtle (whose shel
has ap. had one or 2 mpouthfuls taken out
of it on the sides--) eating in a leisurely nman-

conmon
ner a ™ pink-topped toadstool sone 2 inches
in dianeter--which it had knocked down

& hal f consuned-- Its jaws were covered with it.
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/1

The butterflies at present are chiefly on
the Canada-thistle & the may weed-- | see
on the last in the road beyond Col burn
hill a surprising nunber of the snmall reddish--
(smal|l copper) butterflies--for a dozen
r ods.
The Leek--will ap. bloomvery soon-- | see
the stigmas? | think-- What a surpri{z}ing
& stately plant-- | tsg,r efe}tower stem st ands
now a little aslant some 15 {to} |8 inches
hi gh--regular {beset} with its great thick
| eaves--gradual |y {l essing} upward--to its
{massy} head-- It has a peculiarly col umar
appear ance--li ke the | eaning tower of Pisa.
Yest er day havi ng been a rainy day--
the air is now remarkably clear & cool --
& you rarely see the horizon so distinct.
The surface of the earth esp | ooki ng west -
war d- - grass grounds- - pastures--& neadows
is remarkably beautiful. | stand in
Heywoods pasture West of the Leek--
& | eaning over the wall | ook westward--
Al'l things grass & {are} peculiarly fresh this
season on ac. of the copious rains.
The next field on the west--slopes gently
fromboth {E} & W to a neadow in the

mddle-- So as | | ook over the wall
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--it is first dark green where white
cl over has been cut (still showing a nyriad
| ow white heads which resound with the hum of bees--)
next along the edge of the bottom a neadow

or belt
is astrip 3 or 4 rods wide of red top--uncut
perfectly distinct--then the cheerful bright yellow
sedge of the nmeadow -yell ow al nost as {ganboge}
--then a corresponding belt of red top on its upper
edge--quite straight & rectilinear |ike the
first--then a glaucous green field
of grain still quite low-& in the further corner
of the field a nmuch darker square of green
than any yet--all brilliant in this wonder-
ful light-- You thus have a sort of terrestrial

rain bow - thus

{draw ng} gl aucous grain

red top

cheerful it yellow
sedge- - mreadow

red top

cut cl over-—1°

The farmer accustoned to
| ook at his crops froma nercenary point
of viewis not aware how beautiful they

are. This prospect was really exciting

19The text on lines 17-22 is all labels on a draw ng
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even as a rai nbow is.

Then the next pasture

on the N. W--where it sloped toward ne

gently--a smooth vel vet--or inpal pabl e

green slope--with here & there the

i ghtest cobwebby {clouds} of {lighter} {green}

like a dewon it where {t+he} a little

fescue grass had still {made} an inpression

in spite of the {cows}-- These soft

ndefinite

Iighter touches on the dark green enanelled

sl ope! - -

sur f ace.

It was like a delicately watered

& here & there stood on it

a few young hickories--their stenms &

their unbrage both as black as a coal

& further just this side the wall

whi ch the clear |ight cane--sone

| ow bushes prob. sunmach--reflected a
You can tell the crops afar off
hoary silvery light-- by their color.

The next nore springy pasture on the

N. was al

lit up with yellow ferns.

over

Ap. Bromus ciliatus X on the paint cup

/1

sl ope--but not smooth like {Pratts} & this

has 3 nerves to each glune & not so long an {arnt

as descri bed.

/1

& handsone as a spiraea

/1 The flies that rain about your

--Smoot h sumach ap in p.

head in {woods}

//how long? Hills (not so far off as to be bl ued)

are now a yellowi sh brown--fromthe w thered heads of
Pastures generally a brownish tinge

/1 grass--

1st

| ocust heard.
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This page contains a penciled list of natural phenonmena that probably relate to
this M5 volunme. Wen a photograph becones available, the list will be
transcri bed.
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